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In one respecl, this book is a parallel to Franklin's 

well-known apologue of the hatter and liis sign. If 
was commenced with a sole view to exhibit the pre- 
sent state of society in the United States, through the 
agency, in part, of a set of characters with different 
peculiarities, who had freshly arrived from Europe, and 
to whom the distinctive features of the country would 
be apt to present themselves with greater force, than 
to those who had never lived beyond the influence of 
the things portrayed. By the original plan, the work 
was lo open at the threshold of the country, or with 
the arrival of the travellers at Sandy Hook, from 
which point the tale was to have been carried regular- 
ly forward to its conclusion. But a consultation with 
others has left little more of this plan than the hatter's 
friends left of his sign. As a vessel was introduced m 
the first chapter, the cry was for " more ship," until 
the work has become "ail shipj" it actually closing 
at, or near, the spot where it was originally intended 
it should commence. Owing to this diversion from the 
author's design — a design that lay at the bottom of all 
his projects — a necessity has been created of running 
the tale through two separate works, or of making a 
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hurried and insufficient conclusion. The former scheme 
has, consequently, been adopted. 

It is hoped that the interest of the naiTative wil! not 
be essentially diminished by this arrangement. 

There will be, very likely, certain imaginative per- 
sons, who will feel disposed to deny that every minute 
event mentioned in these volumes ever befell one and 
the same ship, though ready enough to admit that they 
may very well have occurred to several different ships 
a mode of commenting that is much in favour with 
your small critic. To this objection, we shall make 
but. a single answer. The caviller, if any there i^hould 
prove to be, is challenged to produce the l(^-book of 
the Monfauk, London packet, and if it should be found 
to contain a single sentence to controvert any one of 
our statements or facts, a frank recantation shall be 
made. Captain Truck is quite as well known in New 
York as in London or Portsmouth, and to him also we 
refer with confidence, for a confirmation of all we hav*' 
said, with tfie exception, perhaps, of the little occa- 
sional touches of character that may allude directly to 
himself. In relation to the latter, Mr. Leach, and par- 
ticularly Mr. Saunders, are both invoked as unimpeach- 
able witnesses. 

Most of our readers will probably know that all 
which appears in a New York journal is not neces- 
sarily as true as the Gospel. As some slight deviations 
from the facts accidentally occur, though doubtless at 
very long intervals, it should not be surprising thai 
they sometimes omit circumstances that are quite as 
veracious as anything they do actually utter to the 
world. JVo argument, therefore, can justly be ui^ed 
against the incidents of this story, on account of the 
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arcumstance of their not being embodied in the regu- 
lar marine news of the day. 

Another serious objection on the part of the Ameri- 
can reader to this work is foreseen. The author has 
endeavoured to interest his leaders m occuirence* of a 
dite IS -intiqudted as two year* can n tke them when 
he IS quite aware that in oider to keep pice with a 
fctate of society m which there was no yesterday it 
would havp been much safer to anticipate th ngs by 
laying his scene two years in advance It is hoped 
however that the pubhc &entiment will not be out 
raged b^ this glimpse at antiquity ind this the more 
so as the -iequpl of the tile will bring down events 
withm a jeai of the [restnt moment 

Pieviously to the appearance of that sequel how 
ever it may be well to saj a few words concerning 
the fortunes of some of our characters as it mig,hl be 
en attendant 

To commence with the most important : the Mon 
tauk herself, once deemed so "splendid" and convcm- 
eht, is already supplanted in the public favour by a 
new ship; the reign of a popular packet, -a popular 
preacher, or a popular any thing-else, in America, being 
limited by a national esprit de corps, to a time materi- 
ally shorter than that of a lustre. This, however, h 
no more than just ; rotation in favour being as evident- 
ly a matter of constitutional necessity, as rotation in 
office. 

Captain Truck, for a novelty, continues popular, a 
circumstance that he himself ascribes to the fact of* 
his being still a bachelor. 

Toast is promoted, figuring at the head of a pantry 

quite equal to that of his great master, who regards 

I * 
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his improvement with some such eyes as Charles the 
Twelfth of Sweden regarded that of his great rival 
Peter, after the affair of Pultowa, 

Mr. Leach now smokes his own cigar, and issues his 
own orders from a monkey rail, his place in the hnc 
being supplied by his former " Dickey." He aiready 
epeaks of his great model, as of one a little antiquated 
it is true, but as a man who had merit in his time, 
though it was not the particular merit that is in fashion 
to-day. 

Notwithstanding these little changes, which are per- 
haps inseparable from the events of a period so long 
as two years in a country as energetic as America, and 
in which nothing seems to be stationary but the ages 
of Tontine nominees and three-life leases, a cordial 
esteem was created among the principal actors in the 
events of this hook, which is likely to outlast the pas- 
sage, and which will not fail to bring most of then 
together again in the sequeL 

Adj^ 1838. 
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HOMEWARD BOUND. 



CHAPTER I. 



le tefreshinont take, 



The coast of England, though infinitely finer thao our 
own, is more remarkable for its verdure, and for a general 
appearance of civilisation, than for its natural beauties. 
The chalky cliffs may seem bold and nobie to the Ameri- 
can, though compared to the granite piles that buttress the 
Mediterranean they arc but mole-bills; and the travelled 
eye seeks beauties instead, in the retiring vaies, the leafy 
hedges, and the clustering towns that dot the teeming island. 
Neither ia Portsmouth a very favourable specimen of a 
British port, considered solely in reference to the pictur- 
esque. A town situated on a humble point, and fortified 
after the manner of the Low Countries, with an excellent 
haven, suggests more images of the useful than of the 
pleasing; while a background of modest receding hills 
offers little beyond the verdant swales of the country. In 
this respect England itself has the fresh beauty of youth, 
rather than (he mellowed hues of a more advanced period 
of life; or it might be better to say, it has the young fresh- 
ness and retiring sweetness that distinguish her females, aa 
compared with the warmer tints of Spain and Italy, and 
which, women and landscape aliiie, need the ne?i^ view to 
hs appreciated. 
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8 HOMtWABD BOUND 

Some such lhoiji,hts as the e passed through 1 e m nj 
of he a eller who stood on the deck of the i acl et Mon- 
a k e an elbow on the quarter deck i£il as he con- 

te p d ¥ ow oi the coast t! at sitietched before hirti 
ea a d we for lea ues T! e manner m which thi" gen- 
eman h temples were 'Jpnnkled with gicy bairs re- 
f,a d d he scene denoted more of the thou^l llulnes>s of 
e pe and of tastes ffipro\ed by observation thin I 

s us a o meet amid the bustling and common-place char- 
a e s a ompose the majoruj m almost every situation 
of fe The almnesa of his exterior, an air removed equal- 
y f on he almivalion of the novice and the supercilious- 
ness of ihe tyro, had, indeed, bo strongly distinguished him 
from the moment he embarked in London to Ihat in which 
he was now seen in the position mentioned, Ihat several of 
the seamen swore he was a man-of-war's-man in disguise. 
The fair-haired, lovely, blue-eyed girl at his side, too, 
seemed a softened reflection of all his sentiment, intelJi. 
gence, knowledge, tastes, and cultivation, united to the art- 
lessness and simplicity that became her sex and years. 

" We have seen nobler coasts. Eve," said the gentleman, 
pressing the arm that leaned on his own ; " but, after all 
England will always be fair to American eyes." 

" More particularly so if those eyes first opened to the 
light in the eighteenth century, father." 

" You, at least, my child, have been educated beyond the 
reach of national foibles, whatever may have been my own 
evil fortune ; and still, I think even you have seen a great 
deal lo admire in this country, as well as in this coast." 

Eve Effingham glanced a moment towards the eye of her 
father, and perceiving that he spoke in playfulness, without 
suffering a cloud to shadow a countenance that usually 
varied with her emotions, she continued the discourse, 
which had, in fact, only been resumed by the remark first 
mentioned. 

" I have been educated, as it is termed, in so many di(- 
ferent places and countries," returned Eve, smiling, " that I 
sometimes fancy I was bom a woman, like my great prede- 
cessor and namesake, the mother of Abel. If a congress 
of nations, in the way of masters, can make one indepen- 
drait of prejudice, 1 may claim to possess the advantage. 
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HOMEWARD BOUND. V 

My greatest fear b, that in acquiring liberalily, 1 have 
acquired nothing else." 

Mr. Efiingham turned a loolt of parental fondness, in 
which parental pride was clearly mingled, on the face of 
his daughter, and said with his eyes, though his tongue did 
not second the expression, " This is a fear, sweet one, that 
none besides thyself would feel." 

" A congress of nations, truly !" muttered another male 
voice near the father and daughter. " You have been 
taught music in general, by seven masters of as many dif- 
ferent slates, besides tiie touch of the guitar by a Spaniard ; 
Greek by a German ; the living tongues by the European 
powers, and philosophy by seeing the world ; and now 
with a brain full of learning, fingers full of touches, eyes 
full of tints, and a person fiul of grace, your father is tak- 
ing you back to America, to ' waste your sivcetness on the 

" Poetically expressed, if not justly imagined, cousin 
Jack," returned the laughing Eve ; " but you have forgot 
to add, and a heart full of feeling for the land of my birfii." 

" We shall see, in the end." 

" In the end, as in the beginning, now and for evermore." 

" Ail love is eternal in the commencement." 

" Do you make no allowance for the constancy of wo- 
man 1 Think you that a girl of twenty can forget the coun- 
try of her birth, the land of her forefathers — or, as you 
call it yourself when in a good humour, the land of liberty^" 

" A pretty specimen you will have of its liberty 1" re- 
turned the cousin sarcastically. " After having passed a 
girlhood of wholesome restraint in the rational society of 
Europe, you are about to return homo to the slavery of 
American female life, Just as you are about to be married I" 

" Married ! Mr. Effingham V' 

" I suppose the catastrophe ivill arrive sooner or later , 
and snrelejooc oag of y han o a 
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and examine the chance medley of faces with which we are 
lo become familiar by the intercourse of a month." 

" You will be much more likely to agree on a verdict oi 
murder," muttered the kinsman. 

Mr. Effingham led his daughter into the hurricane-house 
— or, as the packet-men quaintly term it, the coacA-house, 
where they stood watching the movements on the quarter- 
deck for the next half-hour ; an interval of which we shall 
lake advantag to lou h ' f f tl 1 I ghta f 

our picture, leangl fle dhhd be 

discovered by h n n h h h 11 1 

Edward and J hn Effi m h h Id 

were born on 1 e d h d 1 I d h 

same woman, whhdpfed fi d ddd 

soon after Eve was bo h d n hs hng h 11 
sion in feeling, remain d in f d nd I h m 

so, probably, from am 1 nd n ! y p hy n I 
common loss ; had liv d h ^ h h m -uid 

veiled much together al oad nd b 

in company to the land f h b rth \ wh m gh be 
termed an absence of 1 > h h h 1 I d 

ited America for short p d h m 1 — J h 

less than five times. 

There was a strong Ilk ^ w h n 

their persons and ev n f be g 1 d 1 

thoQch it was scarcel) bl f 1 ^ S 

leave more opposite imp 1 ec 

when seen separately B h 11 m dmg 

presence, and handsom hi ^ in pp 

ance, and the other, if not positively forbiddmg, at least 
distant and repulsive. The noble outline ot face m Edward 
Effingham had got to he cold severity in that of John , the 
aquiline nose of the latter, seeming to possess an eas;le like 
and hostile curvature, — his compressed lip, sarcastic and 
cold expression, and the line classical chm, a feafuip in 
which so many of the Saxon race fail, a haughty scorn that 
caused stiangers usually to avoid him. Eve drew with 
great facility and truth, and she had an eye, as her cousin 
had rightly said, " full of tints." Often and often had she 
sketched both of these loved faces, and never without won- 
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HOMEWARD BOUND, 1 1 

itering whereiii that strong difference esisted in nature 
which she had never been able to impart lo her drawings. 
The irulh is, that the subtle character of John Effingham's 
face would have puzzled the skill of one who had made the 
art his study for a life, and it utterly set -the graceful lul 
scarcely profound knowledge of the beautiful young painter 
at defiaQce. All the points of character that rendered her 
father so amiable and so winning, and which were rather 
felt than perceived, in his cousin were salient and bold, dnd 
iflt may be thus expressed, had become indurated by men 
tnl suffering and disappointment. 

The eousina were both rich, though in ways as opposite 
ds their dispositions and habits of thought, Edward Effing- 
ham possesseJ a large hereditary property, that brought a 
good income, and which attached him to this world of ours 
by kindly feelings towards its land and water ; while John, 
much the wealthier of the two, having inherited a large 
commercial fortune, did not own ground enough to bury 
him. As he sometimes deridingly said, be " kept his gold 
in corporations, that were as soulless as himself" 

Still, John Effingham was a man of cultivated mind, of 
extensive intercourse with the world, and of manners that 
varied with the occasion ; or perhaps it were better to say, 
with his humours. In all these particulars but the latter 
the cousins were alike; Edward Effingham's deportment 
being as equal as his temper, though also distinguished for 
a knowledge of society. 

These gentlemen had embarked at London, on their 
fiftieth birthday, in the packet of the 1st of October, bound 
to New York ; the lauds and family residence of the pro- 
prietor lying in the state of that name, of which all of the 
parties were natives. It is not usual for the cabin passen- 
gers of the London packets to embark in the docks ; hut 
Mr. Effingham, — as we shall call the father in general, to 
distinguish him from the bachelor, John, — as an old and 
experienced traveller, had determined to make his daughter 
familiar with the peculiar odours of the vessel in smooth 
water, as a protectioD against sea-sickness ; a malady, 
however, from which she proved to be singularly exempt in 
the end. They had, accordingly, been on board throe days, 
when the ship came to an anchor off Portsmouth, tlie pomi 



Hc^i^db, Google 



13 HOMEWARD BOUND 

where the remainder of the passengers were to join her on 
that particular day when the scene ol' thb tale commences. 

At this precise moment, thenij the Moutauk waa lying at 
B single anchor, not less than a league from the land, in a 
flat calm, with her three topsails loose, the courses in the 
brails, and with all 1 gn f preparation about her that 

are so bewildering I nd m but which seamen compre- 
hend as clearly a w d Tl captain had no other busi- 
ness there than ta b d the wayfarers, and to 
renew his supply f f h nd vegetables ; things of 
so familiar impoi h re be seldom thought of until 
missed, but which s e nto uportance during a passage 
of a month's duration- Eve had employed her three days 
of probation quite usefully, having, with the exception of 
the two gentlemen, tiie officers of the vessel, and one other 
person, been in quiet possession of a!) the ample, not to say 
iuxurbus cabins. It is true, she had a female attendant ; 
but to her she had been accustomed f'vim childhood, and 
Nanny Sidley, as her quondam' nurse and actual lady's- 
maid waa teimed, appeared so much a p-trt of herself, that, 
whde hei absence would be missed almos* as greatly as that' 
of a limb, her presence was as much a matter of course aa 
a hand or foot Nor will a passing wort? concerning this 
excellent and feithful domestic be throwi away, in the 
brief pjehmmaiy explanations we are makiig. 

Ann Sidley was one of those excellent ci-^atures who, it 
IS the custom with the European travellers to say, do not 
exist at all in America, and who, while they '\re certainly 
less numerous than could be wished, have no superiors in 
the world, in their way. She had been born a servant, 
lived a servant, and was quite content to die a servant, — 
and this, too, in one and the same family. Wa shall not 
enter into a philosophical examination of the reasons that 
had induced old Ana to feel certain she was in the precise 
situation to render her more happy than any othpr that to 
ber was attainable; but feel it she did, aa John Effingham 
used to express it, " from the crown of her head to the sole 
of her foot." She had passed through mfancy, childhood, 
girlhood, up to womanhood, pari passu, with the mother of 
Evil, having been the daughter of a gardener, who died in 
the service of the family, and had heart enough to f«e' '^s^ 
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HONBWARD BODRD. 13 

the mixod relations of civilised society, when properly 
understood and appreciated, are more pregnant of happiness 
tliaa the vulgar scramble and heart-burnings, that, in the 
mllee of a migvating and unsettled population, are so ioju- 
rious to the grace and principles of American life. At the 
death of Eve's mother, slie had transferred her affections to 
the child ; and twenty years of assiduity and care had 
brought her to feel as much tenderness for her lovely ycung 
charge as if she had been her natural parent. But Nanny 
Sidley was better fitted to care for the body than the mind 
of Eve ; and when, at the age of ten. the latter was placed 
under the control of an accomplished governess, the good 
woman had meekly and quietly sunk the duties of the nurse 
in those of the mafd. 

OneiOf the severest trials — or "crosses," as she herself 
termed It — that poor Nanny had ever experienced, was 
endured when Eve began to speak in a language she cotiid 
not herself comprehend ; for, in despite of tlie best inten- 
lions in the world, and twelve years of use, the good woman 
could never make anything of the foreign tongues her young 
charge was so rapidly acquiring. One day, when Eve had 
been maintaining an animated and laughing discourse in 
Italian with her instructress, Nanny, unable fo command 
herself, had actuaily caught the child to her bosom, and, 
bursting into tears, implored her not to estrange herself 
entirely from her poor old nurse. The caresses and solici- 
tations of Eve soon brouglit the good woman to a sense of 
her weakness j but the natural feeling was so strong, that 
it required years of close observation to reconcile her to the 
thousand excellent qualities of Mademoiselle Viefville, the 
lady to whose superintendence the education of Miss Effing- 
ham had been finally confided, 

This Mademoiselle Viefville was also among the passen- 
gers, and was the one other person .who now occupied the 
cabins in common with Eve and her friends. She was the 
daughter of a French officer who had fallen in Napoleon's 
campaigns, had been educated at one of those admirable 
establishments which form points of relief in the ruthless 
history of ffie conqueror, and had now lived long enough 
to have educated two young persons, the last of whom was 
Eve Effingham, Twelve years of close c 
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her elive had created ■iufliticnt ittichmenf to cause her to 
yield to the sohcitations of the father to accompany hia 
daughter to America, and to continue nitn hei dunng the 
lirst year of hej probation, in a state of society that the lat- 
ter felt must be altogether novel to a j oung woman edu- 
cated as his own child had been 

So much has bpea wntlen and said of French gorein- 
essea, that we shall not anticipate the subject, but lea^ethia 
lady to speak and act for herself in the comae of the nar- 
rative. Neither is it oui intention to be very minute in 
these introduetoty remarks concerning any of our charac- 
ters; but having thus tiaced their outlines, we shall return 
again to the incidents aa they occurred, trusting to make 
the reader better acquainted with all the parties as we pro- 



CHAPTER n. 



I«rd Cram and Lord Vult 
Sir Brandish O'Cultur, 
Wiih Marslial Carouier, 
And old Lady Mouser. 



The assembling of the passengers of a packet-ship is at 
all times a matter of interest to the parties concerned. 
During the western passage in particular, which can never 
safely be set down at iesa than a month, there is the pros- 
pect of being shut up 'or the whole of that period, within 
the narrow compass of a ship, with those whom chance has 
brought together, influenced by all the accidents and ca- 
prices of personal character, and a difference of nations, 
conditions in life, and education. The quarter-deck, it is 
true,' forms a sort of local distinction, and the poor creatures 
in the steerage seem the rejected of Providence for the time 
being ; but ail who know life wilt readily comprehend thai 
the pile-mile of the cabins can seldom offer anything very 
^ticing to people of refinement and taste. Against thisi 
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evil, however, there is one particular source of relief; most 
persoDs feeling a disposition to yield to the circumstamies in 
which they ai'e placed, with the laudable and convement de- 
sire to render others corafoitable, in order that they may be 
made comfortable themselves, 

A man of the world and a gentleman, Mr. Effingham had 
looked forward to this passage with a good deal of concern, 
on account of Sis daughter, while he shrank with the sen- 
sitiveness of his habits from the necessity of exposing one 
of her delicacy and plastic simplicity to the intercourse of 
a ship. Accompanied by Mademoiselle Viefville, watched 
over by Nanny, and guarded by himself and his kinsman, 
he had lost some of his apprehensions on the subject 
during the three probationary days, and now took his stand 
in the centre of his own party to observe the new arrivals, 
with something of the security of a man who is entrenched 
in his own door-way. 

The place they occupied, at a window of the hurricane- 
house, did not admit of a view of the water ; but it was 
sufficiently evident from the preparations in the gangway 
next the land, that boats were so near as to render that 
unnecessary, 

" Genus, cockney ; ^cies, bagmaji,'.' muttered John 
Effingham, as the first arrival touched the deck. " That 
worthy has merely exchanged the basket of a coach for the 
deck of a packet; we may now learn the price of buttons." 

It did not require a naturalist to detect the species of the 
stranger, in truth ; though John Effingham had been a little 
more minute in his description than was warranted by the 
fact. The person in question was one of those mercantile 
agents that England scatters so profusely over the world, 
some of whom have all the most sterling qualities of their 
nation, though a majority, perhaps, are a little disposed to 
mistake the value of other people as well as their own. 
This was the gemm, as John Effingham had expressed it ; 
but the spe<Aes will best appear on dissection. The master 
of the ship saluted this person cordially, and as an old ac 
quaintance, by the name of Monday. 

" A nious^ueiajrt' resuscitated," said Mademoiselle Vief 
ville, in her broken English, as one who had come in the 
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same boat as lEie firsL- named, thrust his whiskered and mua- 
lachoed visage above the rail of the gangway. 

" More probably a barber, who has converted his own 
head into a wig-block," growled John Effingham. 

" It cajinot, surely, be Wellington in disguise I" added 
Mr, Effingham, with a sarcasm of manner that was quite 
unusual for him. 

" Or a peer of the realm in his robes !" whispered Eve, 
who was much amused with the elaborate toilet of the sub 
jecE of their remarks, who descended h I dd ppo d 
by a sailor, and, after speaking to th m w f 11 

presented to his late boat-companion S T m 

plemore. The two bustled together b 1 q d k 

for a few minutes, using eye-glasse h 1 Id h m m 
several scrapes, by causing them to be g ns 

sundry objects they might otherwise h d d 1 

both were much too high-bred to betr feel — I d 
they were, which answered the same p p 

After these flourishes, the new com d d 1 h 

cabin in company, not without pausi 1 p rl 

in the hurricane-house, more espec L h Id 

Ann's great scandal, was the aubjec f I f nd 

almost avowed adjniration and obsei 

" One is rather glad to have si h ' f g h 

tediousness of a sea-passage," said S G 1 y 

went down the ladder. " No doubt d h 

sort of thing, Mr. Monday ; but with me, it ls voyage the 
first, — that is, if I except the Channt;! and the seas one en- 
counters in malting the usual run on the Continent." 

" Oh, dear me ! I go and come as regularly as the equi- 
noxes, Sir George, which you know is quite, in rule, once 
a year. I call my passages the equinoxes, too, for I reli- 
giously make it a practice to pass just twelve hours out of 
the twenty-four in my berlh." 

This waa the last the party on deck heSrd of the opinions 
of the two worthies, for the time being ; nor would they 
have been favoured with all this, had not Mr. Monday what 
ne thought a rattling way with him, which caused him usu- 
ally to speak in an octave above every one else. Although 
iheii voices were nearly mute, or rather lost to those above, 
hey were heard knocking about in their state-rooms ; and 
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Sir George, in particular, as frequently called out for the 
steward, by the name of " Saimdei-s," as Mr. Monday made 
similar appeals Ki the steward'sassistant for succour, by the 
appropriate appellation of " Toast." 

"I think we may safely claim this person, at ieasf,, for a 
eounlrymaii," said John Effingham: "he is what 1 have 
beard termed an American in a European maak." 

" The character is more ambitiously conceived than skil- 
fully maintained," replied Eve, who had need of all her 
retenue of manner Co abstain from laughing outright. " Were 
I to hazard a conjecture, it would be lo describe the gentle- 
man as a collector of costumes, who had taken a fancy to 
exhibit an assortment of his riches on his own person. 
Mademoiselle Viefville, you, who so well understand cos- 
tumes, may tell us from what countries the separate parts 
of that attire have been collected 1" 

" I can answer for the shop in Berlin where the travel- 
ling cap was purchased," returned the amused governess ; 
'n n h p f h world can a parallel be found." 

h h k m m," put in Nanny, with the quiet 

mp h as well as of her habits, "that the 

m h bought his boots in Paris, for they 

h h ee and all the Paris boots and shoes 

p h — t, all mine did." 

Th w ^ d stamped ' Geneva,' " continued 
Eve. 

" The coat comes from Frankfort : c'es( une equitioqiie," 

" And the pipe from Dresden, Mademoiselle Viefville," 

" The conchiglia savours of Rome, and the little chain 
annexed bespeaks the Rialto ; while the moustaches are 
anything but indigines, and the tout ensemble the world : 
he man is travelled, at least." 

Eve's eyes sparkled with humour as she said this • white 
the new passenger, who h d bee dd d M D d 

and as an old acquaintance b h m 

near them as to admit of h mm A 

conversation between the w h 

wcret that the traveller h d m m Am 
spring, whither, after hav d h B p h 

was about to return in the 

" Seen enough, ha!" ad h h nd 



IS 

iiod of the head, when the other had finished a brief sum- 
mary of his proceedings in the eastern hemisphere, " All 
eyes, and no leisure or inclination for more ?" 

" 1 've seen aa much as I viarnt to see," returned the tra- 
veller, with an emphasis on, and a pronunciation of, the 
word we have italicised, that cannot be committed to paper, 
but which were eloquence itself on the subject of self-satis. 
faction and self-knowledge. 

" Well, that is the main point. When a man has got all 
be wants of a thing, any addition is like ovcr-ballasl. 
Whenever I can get fifteen Itnola out of the ship, I make it 
a point to be satisfied, especially under close-reefed topsails 
and on a taut bow-line." 

The traveller and the master nodded their heads at each 
other, like men who understood more than they expressed; 
when the former, after inquiring with marked interest if hJa 
room-mate. Sir George Teinplemore, had arrived, weni be- 
low. An intercourse of three days had established some- 
thing like an acquaintance between the latter and the pas- 
sengers she had brought from the River, and turning his 
red quizzical face towards the ladies, he observed with in- 
imitable gravity, 

" There is nothiiig like understanding when one has 
enough, even if it be of knowledge. I never yet met with 
the navigator who found two ' noons' in the same day, that 
he was not in danger of shipwreck. Now I dare say, Mr. 
Dodge there, who has just gone below, has, as he says. 
Been all he wamts to see, and it is quite likely he knows 
more' already than he can cleverly get along with. — Let the 
people be getting the booms on the yards, Mr. Leach ; we 
shall be wamting to spread our wings before the end of tlm 
passage." 

As Captain Truck, though he often swore, seldom laugh- 
ed, his mate gave the necessary order with a gravity equal 
to that with which it had been delivered to him ; and even 
the sailors went aloft to execute it with greater alacrity for 
an indulgence of humour that was peculiar to their trade, 
and which, as few understood it so well, none enjoyed so 
much as themselves. As the homeward-bound crew was 
the same as the outward-hound, and Mr. Dodge had come 
tbroad quite as green as he was now going home ripe, thia 
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ravellor oi' six months' finish did not escape divers com- 
mentaries that literally cut him up " from clew to ear-ring," 
and which flew about in the rigging much as active birds 
fiuiter from branch to branch in a tree. The subject of all 
this wit, however, remained profoundly, not to say happily, 
ignorant of the sensation he had produced, being occupied 
in disposing of the Dresden pipe, the Venetian chain, and 
the Roman conchiglia in his state-room, and in " instituting 
an acquaintance," as he expressed It, with his room-mate. 
Sir George Templemore. 

" We must surely have something better than this,'" ob- 
served Mr. Effingham, " for I observed that two of the state- 
rooms in the main cabin are taken singly." 

[n order that the general reader may understand this, il 
may be well to explam Ihat the packet-ships have usually 
two berths in each state-room, but they who can afford to 
pay an extra charge are permitted to occupy the little apart- 
ment singly. It JS scarcely necessary to add, that persona 
of gentlemanly feeling, when circumstances will at all per- 
mit, prefer economising in other things In order to live by 
themselves (or the month usually consumed in the passage, 
since in nothing is refinement more plainly exhibited Ihan 
in the reserve of personal habits.. 

" There is no lack of vulgar fools stirring with full pock- 
ets," rejoined John Effingham; "the two rooms you men- 
tion may have been taken by some ' yearling' travellers, 
who are little better than the semi-annual savant who has 
just passed us." 

" It is at least something, cousin Jack, !o have the wishes 
of a gentleman." 

" It is something. Eve, though it end in wishes, or even 
in caricature." 

" What are the names ?" pleasantly asked Mademoiselle 
Viefville ; " the names may be a clue to the characters.'^ 

" The papers pinned to the bed-curtains bear the antithe- 
tical titles of Mr. Sharp and Mr, Blunt; though it is quite 
probable the first is wanting of a letter or two by accident, 
and the last is merely a synonvme of the old nom de guerre 
' Cash.' " 

" Do persons, then, actually travel with borrowed names, 



Hc^i^db, Google 



20 HOME WARl no LI N D. 

in our days ?" asked Eve, with a little of iiie ^uriuaity o' 
the common mother whose name she bore. 

" Thai do lliey, and with borrowed money loo, as well 
as in other days. 1 dare say, however, these two w)-voy- 
ugers of ours will come just as Ihey are, in truth, Shaip 
enough, and Blunt enough." 

" Are they Americans, think you?" 

"They ought to be; both the qualities being thorough!;' 
indigenes, as Mademoiselle Viefville would say." 

" Nay, cousin John, I will bandy words with you no 
longer; for the last twelve months you have done little else 
than try to lessen the joyful anticipatioDs with which I re- 
turn to* the home of my childhood." 

" Sweet one, I would not willingly lessen one of thy 
young and generous pleasures by any of the alloy of my 
own bitterness; but what wilt thou? A little preparation 
for that which is as certain to follow as that the sun suc- 
ceeds the dawn, will rather soften the disappointment thou 
art doomed to feel." 

Eve had only time to cast a look of affectionate gratitude 
towards him, — for whilst he spoke tauntingly, he spoke 
with a feeling that her experience from childhood hod taught 
her to appreciate, — ere the arrival of another boat drew 
the common attention to the gangway. A call from the 
officer in attendance had brought the captain to the rail; 
and his order " to pass in the luggage of Mr Shirp and 
Mr. Blunt," was heard by all near. 

" Now for les indigenes,'" whispered Mademoiselle Vief- 
ville, with the nervous excitement that is a little apt to be- 
tray a lively expectation in the gentler sex. 

Eve smiled, for there are situations in which trifles help 
to awaken interest, and the little that had just passed served 
to excite curiosity in the whole party, Mr, Effingham 
thought it a favourable symptom that the master, who hao 
had interviews with ail his passengers in London, walked 
to the gangway to receive the new-comere ; for a boat-load 
Df the quarter-deck oi polloi had come on board a moment 
before without any other notice on his part than a genera! 
bow, with the usual order to receive their eflecls. 

" The delay denotes Englishmen," the caustic John had 
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time to throw in, before the silent arrangement at the gaug- 
way was interrupted by the appearani:e of the pasaengpra. 
The quiet smile of Mademoiselle Viefville, as ihe two 
travellers appeared on deck, denoted approbation, for he' 
practised eye detected at a glance, that both were certainly 
gentlemen. Women are more purely creatures of conven- 
tion in their way than men, their education inculcating 
nicer distinctions and discriminations than that of the other 
eex ; and Eve, who would have studied Sir George Tem- 
piemore aad Mr. Dodge as she would have studied the ani 
muls of a caravan, or as creatures with whom she had no 
affinities, after casting a sly look of curiosity at the two 
who now appeared on deck, uiicwinsciously averted her eyes 
like a well-bred young person ii> a drawing-room. 

" They are indeed English." quietly remarked Mr. Ef- 
fingham; "but, out of question English gentlemen." 

" The one nearest appears to me to be Continental," an- 
swered Mademoiselle Viefvill'' who had not felt the same 
impulse to avert her Iook as Jl^ve ; " he is jamais Anglais!' 
Eve stole a glance in sfii"e of herself, and, with the intui- 
tive penetration of a womnn, intimated that she had come 
to the same cooclu'iion. The two strangers were both tall, 
and decidedly f^eutlerasin-like young men, whose personal 
appearance would caiise either to be remarked. The one 
whom the cantaip addressed as lUr. Sharp had the most 
youthful look, bi» complexion being florid, and his hair 
light ; thouph tb" other was altogether superior in outline 
of features as well as in expression ; indeed, Mademoiselle 
Viefville fancied she never saw a sweeter smile than that 
he gave on returning the salute of the deck ; there was 
more than the common expression of suavity and' of the 
usual D)ay of features in it, for it struck lier as being 
ihougntfuf and as almost melancholy. His companion was 
QTacious in his manner, and perfectly well toned ; but his 
demeanour had less of the soul of ihe man about it, partaking 
more of the training of the social caste to which it belonged. 
These may seem to be nice distinctions for the circum- 
stances; but Mademoiselle Viefville had passed her life in 
good company, and under responsibilities that had rendered 
observation and judgment highly necc^ary, and particu- 
larly observations of the other sex. 
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Each of tije sitrangers had a servaQt ; and while theJi' 
luggage was passed up fvom the boat, they walked ail 
nearer to the hurricane- house, accompanied by the captain 
Every American, who is oot very familiar with the world 
appears to possess the mania of introducing. Captain 
Truck was no exception to the rule ; for, while he was 
perfectly acquainted with a ship, and knew the etiquette of 
the quarter-deck to a hair, he got into blue water the mo. 
ment he approached the finesse of deportment. He was 
exactly of that school of elegants who fancy drinking a 
glass of wine with another, and introducing, are touches of 
breeding; it being altogether beyond his comprehension 
that both have especial uses, and are only to be resorted to 
on especial occasions. Still, the worthy master, who had 
begun life on the foveeastlo, without any previous know- 
ledge of usages, and who had imbibed the notion thai 
"manners make the man," taken in the narrow sense o' 
the axiom, was a devotee of what he fancied-lo be' good 
breeding, and one of his especial duties, as he imagined, in 
order to put his passengers at their ease, was to introduce 
them to each o he a p oceed ng which, it is hardly ne- 
cessary to say, 1 ad J s con ary effect with the betlei 
class of them. 

" You are acqua ed gen lemen V he said, as the three 
approached the par y the 1 urricane- house. 

The two traveller e leavou ed to look interested, while 
Mr. Sharp carelessly observed that they had met for the 
first time in the boat. This was delightful intelligence to 
Captain Truck, who did not lose a moment in turning it to 
account. Stopping short, he faced his companions, aad. 
with a solemn wave of the hand, he went through the cere- 
monial in which he most delighted, and in which he piqued 
himself at being an adept. 

" Mr. Sharp, permit me to introduce you to Mr. Blunt 
— Mr. Blunt, let me make you acquainted with Mr. Sharp." 
The gentlemen, though taken a little by surprise at the 
dignity and formality of the captain, touched their hats 
civilly to each other, and smiled. Eve, not a little amused 
ut the scene, watched the whole procedure; and then she 
loo detected the sweet melancholy of the one expression 
und the marble-like irony of the other. It may have been 
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this tlial caused her to start, though almost imperceptibly, 
aod to colour, 

" Oor turn will come next," muttered John Effingham i 
" get the grimaces ready " 

His conjecture was right , loi, hearmg hia voice without 
understanding the words, the captain followed up his ad- 
vantage to his own infinite gntificaiioR 

" Gentlemen,— Mr Effingham, Mr John Effingham"— 
every one soon came to make this distinction m addressing 
the cousins) — "Miss Effingham, Mademoiselle Viefville: 
. — Mr. Sharp, Mr. Blunt, ladies ; — 'gentlemen, Mr- Blunt, 
Mr. Sharp." 

The dignified bow of Mr. Effingham, as well as the faint 
and distant smile of Eve, would have repelled any undue 
familiarity in men of less tone than either of the strangers, 
both of whom received the unexpected honour like those 
ivho felt themselves to be intruders. As Mr. Sharp raised 
his hat to Eve, however, he held it suspended a moment 
above bis head,and then dropping his arm to its full length, 
he bowed with profound respect, though distantly, Mr- 
Blunt was less elaborate in his salute, but as pointed as the 
circumstances at all required. Both gentlemen were a little 
struck with the distant hauteur of John Effingham, whose 
bow, while it fulfilled all the outward forms, was what Eve 
jsed laughingly to term " imperial." The bustle of pre- 
paration, and the certainty that there would be no want 
of opportunities to renew (he intercourse, prevented more 
than the general salutations, and the new-comers descended 
to their state-rooms. 

" Did you remark the manner in which those people took 
my introduction?" asked Captain Truck of his chief mate, 
whom he was training up in the ways of packet-politeness, 
as one in the road of preferment. "Now, to my notion, 
they might have shook hands at least. That's what I call 
VaUel" 

" One sometimes falls in with what are rvm chaps," re- 
lumed the other, who, from following the London trade, had 
caught a few cockneyisms. " If a man chooses to keep his 
hands in (he becketa, why lei him, say I ; but I take il as 
a slight to the company to sheer out of the usual track ir 
such matters-" 
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" I was thinking as much myself; but after all, what can 
packet- masters do m such a case 1 We can set luncheon 
and dinner before the passengers, but we can't make them 
eat. Now, my rule is, when a gentleman introduces me, to 
do the thing handsomely, and to return shake for shake, if it 
is three times three ; but as for a touch of the beaver, it is like 
setting a top-gallant sail in passing a ship at sea, and means 
just nothing at all. Who would know a vessel because he 
has let run his halyards and swayed the yard up again ? 
One would do as much to a Turk for manners' sake. No, 
no ! there is something in this, and, d— — me, just to make 
sure of it, the first good opportunity that offers, I'll — ay, 
I'll just introduce them all over again ! — Let the people ship 
their handspikes, Mr. Leach, and heave in the slack of the 
chain. — Ay, ay ! I'll take an opportunity when all hands 
are on deck, and introduce them, ship-shape, one by one, as 
your greenhorns go through a lubber's-hole, or we shall 
have no friendship during the passage." 

The mate nodded approbation, as if the othei had hit 
upon the right expedient, and then he proceeded to obey the 
orders, while the cares of his vessel soon drove the subject 
temporarily from the mind of his commander. 



By all itescriplion, tliie shautd Im the place. 

Who's here?— Speak, ho!— No answer !— What is thi 



A. SHIP With her sails loosened and her ensign abroad is 
always a beautiful object 5 and the Monlauk, a noble New- 
York-built vessel of seven hundred tons burthen, was a 
first-class specimen of the " kettle- bottom" school of naval 
architecture, wanting in nothing that (be taste and expe- 
rience of the day can supply. The scene that was now 
acting before Iheir eyes therefore soon diverted the Ihougbls 
of Mademoiselle Viefville and Eve from the introductiona 
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of the capiaiii, both wnteliing with inlenso interest the va- 
rious movemeals of the crew and passcngere as Ihey passed 
in review. 

A crowd of well-dressed, but of an evidently humbler 
r.luss of persons than those farther -all, were thronging the 
gangways, little dreaming of the physical suffering they 
were to endure before they reached the land of promise, — 
that distant America, towards which the poor and opjiressed . 
d1' nearly all nations turn longing eyes in quest of a shel- 
ter. Eve saw with wonder aged men and women among 
them ; beings who (vere about to sever most of the ties of 
(he world in order lo obtain relief from the physical pains 
and privations that had borne hard on them for more than 
ibi-eescore years. A few had made sacrifices of themselves 
m obedience to that mysterious instinct which man feels in 
his offspring; while others, again, went rejoicing, flushed 
with the hope of thar vigour and youth. Some, the vic- 
tims of their vices, had embarked in the idle e.^pectalion 
(hat a change of scene, with increased means of indulgence, 
could produce a healthful change of character. AU had 
views that the truth would have dimmed, and, perhaps, no 
single adventurer among the emigrants collected in that ship 
entertained either sound or reasonable notions of the mode 
in which his step was to be rewarded, though many may 
meet with a success that will surpass their brightest picture 
of the future. More, no doubt, were to be disappointed. 

Reflections something like these passed through4he mind 
of Eve Effingham, as she examined the mixed crowd, in 
which some were busy in receiving stores from boats ; others 
in holdmg party conferences with friends, in which a few 
were weeping ; here and there a group was drowning re- 
flection in the parting cup ; while wondering children look- 
ed up with anxiety into the well-known faces, as if fearful 
they might lose the countenances they loved, and the chart- 
ties on which they habitually relied, in such a milte. 

Although the stern discipline which separates the cabin 
and steerage passengers into castes as distinct as those of 
the Hindoos had not yet been established, Captain Truck 
had loo profound a sense of his duty to permit the quarter- 
dec!; to be unceremoniously invaded. This part of the 
fillip, then, had partial'y escapi^d tho confusion of Ihe mo 



. Google 



mout; tliong!i trunks, boxes, hampers, and other Kimilas 
ajipliancea of travelling, were scattered about in tolerable 
atHuence. Profiting by the space, of which theru was stiil 
suffieieDt for the piu-poae, most of the party left the hiiiTi- 
ciiue-house to enjoy the short walk that a snip affoi-ds. At 
tliat instant, another boat from the land reached the vessel's 
Bide, and a grave-looking personage, who was uot disposed 
to Jeasen hie dignity by levity or an omission of forms, ap- 
peared on deck, where he demanded to bo shown the mas- 
ter. An introdnctioQ was unnecosary in this instance ; for 
Captain Trncit no sooner saw his visiter than lie recoguiaeii 
the well-known features and solemn pomposity of a civil 
officer of Portsmouth, who waa often employed to search 
the American packets, in pursuit of delinc[uenta of all de- 
grees of ci'une and folly. 

" I had just come to the- opinion I was not to have the 
pleasure of seeing yoa this passage, Mr. Grab," said the 
captain, shaking hands familiarly with the myrmidon of the 
law, "but the turn of the tide is not more regular than 
you gentlemen *ho come in the name of the king." — Mr. 
Grab, Mr. Dodge; Mr. Dodge, Mr. Grab, And now, to 
what forgery, or bigamy, or elopement, or scandalum mag- 
ndtum, do I owe the honor of vour company this time! — 
Sir George Templemote, Mr." 6rab; Mr. Grab, Sir George 
Tempi emore." 

Sir Geoi^e bowed with the dignified aversion an honest 
man might be supposed to feel for one of the other's em- 
ployment; while Mr, Grab looked gravely and with a coun- 
ter, dignity at Sir George. The business of the ofiicer, 
however, was with none in the cabin ; but he bad come in 
quest of a young woman who had married a suitor rejected 
by her uncle,— an arrangement that was likely to subject 
the latter to a settlement of accoants which he found incon- 
venient, and which he had thought it prudent to anticipate 
by bringing an action of debt against the bridegroom for 
advances, real or pretended, made to the wife during her 
ngnage. A dozen eager ears caught an outline of this tale 
as it was communicated to the captain, and in an incredibly 
short space of time it was known throughout the ship, with 
not a few embellish me (its. 

" I do not know the person of the husband," contiuned 
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llje oflicef; " nor indeed does the attorney who is with mc 
in the boat ; but his name ia Robert Davis, and you can 
have no dilBcuJlv in pointing iiim out. We know him tc 
be iu the ship." 

" I never introduce any steerage passengers, my dear 
sir ; and there is no such person in the cabin, I give j^oii 
my honour, — and that is a pledge that must pass between 
gentlemen !il(e us. You are welcome to search, but the 
duty of the vessel must go on. Take your man — but do 
not detain the ship. — Mr. Sharp, Mr- Grab ; Mr. Grab, filr. 
Sharp. — Bear a hand there, Mr. Leach, and let us have the 
slack of the chain as soon as possible." 

There appeared to be what the philosophers call the 
attractioa of repubion between the parties last introduced, 
(br the tall gentlemanly-looking Mr, Sharp eyed the officer 
with a supercilious coldness, neither party deeming much 
ceremony on the occasion necessary. Mr. Grab now sum- 
moned his assistant, the attorney, from the boat, and there 
was a consultation between them as to their further pro- 
ceedings. Fifty heads were grouped around them, and 
curious eyes watched their smallest movements, one of the 
crowd occasionally disappearing to report proceedings. 

Man is certainly a clannish animal ; for without knowing 
anything of- the merits of the case, w hou pa s ng o 
inquire into the right or the wrong of he na e n tl e 
pure spirit of partisanship, every man, wo nan and cl d 
of the steerage, which contained fully a bund ed so ook 
sides against the law, and enlisted in the cause of he de 
fendant. Al! this was done quietly, howeve fo o one 
menaced or dreamed of violence,^ crew and passe j,e s 
usually taking their cues from the office of h ves e on 
such occasions, and those of the Montau u ders ood oo 
well Ibe rights of the public agents to co m hemac e n 
the matter. 

"Call Robert Davis," said the officer, resorting to a ruse, 
by affecting an authority he had no right to assume, " Ro- 
tert Davis !" echoed twenty voices, among which was thai 
of the bridegroom himself, 'who was nigh to discover his 
secret by an excess of zeal. It was easy to call, but no 
:>ne answered. 

" Can you tell me which vs Robert Davis, my little fel- 
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low!" the officer asked coasingly, of a fine flaxen-headed 
boy, whose age did not exceed ten, and who was a curioiia 
spectator of what passed. " Tell me which is Robert Da 
vis, and I will give you a sixpence." 

The child knew, but professed ignorance. 

" Cest KM esprit de corps admirable .'" exclaimed Made- 
moiselie Viefvilic ; for the interest of the scene had brought 
nearly all on board, with the exception of those employed 
in the duty of the vessel, near the gangway. " Ceci est 
deticieux, and I could devour that boy!" 

What rendered this more, odd, or indeed absolutely ludi- 
crous, was the circumstance that, by a species of legerde- 
main, a whisper had passed among the spectators so stealth- 
ily, and yet ao soon, that the attorney and his companion 
were the only two on deck who remained ignorant of the 
[wisoB of the man they sought. Even the children caught 
the clue, though they had the art to indtdge their natural 
curiosity by glances so sly as to escape defection. 

Unfortunately, the attorney had sufficient knowledge 
of the family of the bride to recognize her by a general 
resemblance, rendered conspicuous as it was by a pallid face 
and an almost ungovernable nervous excitement. He 
pointed her out to the officer, who ordered her to approach 
him, — a command that caused her to burst into tears. The 
agitation and distress of his wife were near proving toe 
much for the prudence of the young husband, who was 
making an impetuous movement towards her, when the 
strong grasp of a fellow- passenger checked him in time to 
prevent discovery. It is singular how much is understood 
by trifles when the mind has a clue to the subject, and how 
ofl:en signs, that are palpable as day, are overlooked when 
suspicion is not awakened, or when the thoughts have ob- 
tained a false direction. Thi' attorney and the officer 
were the only two present who had not seen the indiscre- 
tion of the young man, and who did not believe him 
betrayed. His mfe trembled to a degree that almost lie- 
stroyed the ability to stand ; but, casting an imploring look 
ior self-command on her indiscreet partner, she controlled 
her own distress, and advanced towards the officer, in obe- 
dience to his order, with a power of endurance tint thu 
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Strong affections of a woman could akne enable her tc 

" If the husband will not deliver himself up, I shall be 
compelled to order the wife to be carried ashore in his 
stead !" the attornoiy coldly remarked, while he applied a 
pinch of snuff to a nose that was already saSVoo-co loured 
from the constant use of the weed. 

A pause sDce«eded this ominous declaration, and (he 
crowd of passengers betrayed dismay, for all belwved there 
was now no hope for the pursued. The wife ix)wed her 
head to her knees, lor she had sunk on a box as if to hide 
the sight of her husband's arrest. At this moment a voice 
spoke from among the group on the quarter-deck, 

" Is this an arrest for crime, or a demand for debt ?" 
asked the young man who has been acnoiinced as Mr, 
Bbnt. 

There was a quiet authority in the speaker's manner that 
reassured the foiling hopes of the passengers, while it caused 
the attorney and his companion to look round in surprise, 
end perhaps a little in resentment. A dozen pugev voices 
assured " the gentleman" there was no crime in the matter 
at all — there was even no just debt, but it was a villanous- 
scheme to compel a wronged ward to release a fraudulent 
guardian from his liabilities. Though all this was not very 
clearly explained, it was affirmed with so much zeal and 
energy as to awaken suspicion, and to increase the interes/ 
of the more intelligent portion of the spectators. Tin 
attorney surveyed the travelling dress, the appearance oi 
fashion, and the youth of his interrogator, whose yeara 
could not exceed five-and-twenty, and his answer was given 
with an air of superiority, 

" Debt or crime, it can matter nothing in the eye of the 
law." 

" It matters much in the view of an honest man," re. 
turned the youth with spirit, " One might hesitate about 
interfering in behalf of a rogue, however ready to exerl 
himself in favour of one who is innocent, perhaps, of tvery 
thing but misfortune," . 

" This looks a little like an attempt at a rescue I I hope 
we are still in England, and under the protection of English 
laws 1" 
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" No doubt at all of tTiat, Mr. Seal," pnt in the captain, 
who having kept an eye on the officer from a distancf, now 
thought it time to interfere, in order to protect the interesta 
of his owners, " Yonder is England, and that is the Isle 
of Wight, and the Montauk has hold of an English bottom, 
and good anchorage it is ; no one means to dispute your 
anthority, Mr. Attorney, nor to call in question that of the 
king. Mr. Blnnt mei-ely throws out a anggestion, sir; or 
rather, a distinction between rogues and honest men ; 
nothing inore, depend on it, sir. — Mr. Sea\, Mr. Blunt; Mr. 
Blurt, Mr. SeaL And a thousand pities it is, that a dis- 
tinction is not inoro commonlv made." 

The young man bowed slightly, and with a face flushed, 
partly with feeling, and partly at finding himself unexpecfr 
edly conspicuous among so many strangers, he advanced a 
little from the quarter-deck group, like one who feels iie is 
required to maintain the ground he has assumed. 

" No one can be disposed to question the suprereacy of 
the English laws in this roadstead," he said, "and least of 
all myself; bnt yon will permit mo to doubt the legality of 
aiTestin^, or in any manner detsining, a wife iu vii-tue of a 
process issned against the hnaband." 

" A briefless barrister ! " muttered Seal to Grab. " I dare 
say a timely guinea would have silenced the fellow. What 
is now to be done?" 

" The lady must go ashore, and all these matters can bo 
arranged before a magistrate," 

" Ay, ay ! let her sue out a habeas corpus if she please," 
added the ready attorney, whom a second survey caused to 
distrust his first inference. "Justice is blind in England 
as well as in other countries, and is liable to mistakes ; but 
Btill she is just. If she does mistake sometimes, she is 
always ready to repair the wrong," 

"Cannot yov do something here?" Eve invohmtaitly 
half- whispered to Mr. Sharp, who stood at her elbow. 

This person started on hearing her voice making this 
sudden appeal, and glancing a look of intelligence at her, 
he smiled and moved nearer to the principal parties. 

"Really, Mr. Attorney," he commenced, "this appears 
to be rather irregular, I must confess, — quite out of the 
ordinary way, and it may lead to unpleasant consequences." 
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" [n what maniier, sir !" interrupled Seal, measuring (he 
other's igDoranee at a glance. 

"Wby, irregular in form, if not in priBci[>le. I am 
aware that the kabeas corpus is all -essential, and that the 
h^v must have its way; but i^aily this dees seem a little 
irregular, not to describe it by any harsher terra." 

Mr. Seal treated this new appeal respectrally, in appear, 
ance at least, for he saw it was made by one greatly his 
euiierior, while he felt an utter contempt for it in essentials, 
as he perceived intuitively that this new intercession was 
made ia a profound ignorance of the subject. As respects 
Mr. Blunt, however, he had an unpleasant distrust of tho 
result, the quiet manner of that gentleman denoting more 
confidence in himself, and a greater practical knowledge of 
the iaivs. Still, to try the extent of the other's information, 
and the strength of his nerves, he rejoined in a magisterial 
and menacing tone — 

"Yes, let the lady sue out a writ of habeas corpus if 
wrongfully arrested; and 1 should he glad to discover the 
foreigner whi» will dare to attempt a rescue in old England, 
and in defiance of English laws. ' 

It is probable Paul Blunt would have relinquished his in 
terference, from on apprehension thai he might be igno 
rantly aiding the evil-doer, but for this threat ; and even ihc 
threat might not have overcome his prudence, had not he 
caught the imploring look of the fine blue eyes of Eve. 

" Ali are not necessarily foreijrners wlio embark . on 
board an American ship at an English port," he said 
steadily, " nor is justice denied those tfiat are. The habeas 
corpus is as well understood in other countries as in this, 
for happily we live in an age when neither liberty nor. 
knowledge is exclusive. If an attorney, you must know 
yourself that you cannot legally arrest a wife for a hus- 
band, and that what you say of the habeas corpus is little 
w(>rthy of attention." 

" We arrest, and whoever interferes with an officer in 
charge of a prisoner is guilty of a rescue. Mistakes must 
bo rectified by the magistrates." 

'• True, provided the officer has warranty ior what he 
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" Writs and warranfs may contain errors, but an i .■est 
IS an arrest," growled Grab. 

" Not the arrest of a woman for a man. in such i. case 
there is design, and not a mistake. If this frightened wife 
wil! take counsel from me, she will refuse to accompany 

" At her peril, let her dare do so 1" 

" At ]/oiir peril do yoii dare to attempt forcmg her frotn 
the ship !" 

" Gentlemen, gentlemen ! — let there he no misunder- 
sldnding, I pray you," interposed the captain. " Mr. 
Blunt, Mr. Grab ; Mr. Grab, Mr. Blunt. No warm words, 
gentlemen, I beg of you. But the tide is heginnmg to 
serve, Mr. Attorney, and ' time and tide,' yow know — If 
we stoy here much longer, the Montauk may be forced to 
soi! on the 2(1, instead of the 1st, as has been advertised iu 
both hemispiierea. I should be sorry to carry you to sea. 
gentlemen, without your small stores; and as for the cabin, 
it is as full as a lawyer's conscience. No remedy but the 
steerage in such a case. — Lay forward, men, and heave 
away. Some of you, man the fore- top-sail halyards. — We 
are as regular as our chronometers; the 1st, 10th, and 
20th, without fail." 

There was some truth, blended with a little poetry, in 
Captain Truck's account of the matter. The tide had in. 
deed made in his favour, but the little wind Ihei-e was blew 
directly into the roadstead, and had not his feeling become 
warmed by the distress of a pretty and interestLng young 
woman, it is more, than probable the line would have in- 
curred the disgrace of having a ship sail on a later day 
than had been advertised. As it was, however, he had 
the matter up in earnest, and he privately assured Sii 
George and Mr. Dodge, if the affair were not immediately ' 
disposed of, he should carry both the attorney and officer 
to sea with him, and that he did not feel himself hound to 
furnish either with water. " They may catch a little rain, 
by wringing their jackets," he added, with a wink ; " though 
October is a dryish month in the American seas." 

The decision of Patil Blunl would have induced the at- 
torney and his companion to relinquish their pursuit but 
ibx two circumstances. They had >oth undertaken the 
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■ ill their trouble would be lost without success, 
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'hen the Very difficulty that occurred had been foreseen, 
nd while the officer proceeded to the shi[ , the uncle had 
been busily searching for a son on shore, to send off to 
identify (he husband, — a step that would have been earlier 
resorted to could the young man have been found. This 
son was a rejected auitor, and he was now seen, by the aid 
of a glass that Mr. Grab always carried, pulling towards 
the Montauk, in a two-oared boat, with as much zeal as 
malignancy and disappointment could impart. His dis- 
Eani-e from the ship was stilt considerable ; but a peculiar 
hat, with the aid of the glass, left no doubt of his identity. 
Thf; attorney pointed out the boat to the officer, and the 
;attei, after a look through the glass, gave a nod of appro- 
batioii Exultation overcame the usual wariness of the at- 
lornej, for his pride, too, had got to be enlisted in the sue- 
cess o\ Ias speculation, — men being so strangely constituted 
as oftci to feel as much joy in the accomplishment of 
schemeii Chat are unjustifiable, as in the accomplishment of 
those of «*iTich they may have reason to be proud. 

On th« other hand, the passengera and people of the 
oacket seiittii something near the truth, with that sort of 
mstinctive ibdtjness which seems to characterize bodies of 
men in mom*tos of excitement. That the solitary boat 
which was puiliui< towards them in the dusk of the evening 
contained some one v,]io might aid the attorney and his 
.nyi'midon, all believed, tiiough in what manner none could 
.*li 

Between all seamen and the ministers of the law there is 
a lotig-standing antipathy, for the visits of the latter are usu- 
lUy so timed as to leave nothing between the alfernatives 
of paying or of losing a voyage. It was soon apparent, 
then, that Mr. Seal had little to expect from the apathy of 
the crew, for never did men work with better will to get j 
ship loosened from the bottom. 

All this feeling manifested itself in a silent and intelhgen 
activity rather than in noise or bustle, for every man on 
hoard eserciaea his best faculties, as well as his best good 
will and strength ; the clock-work ticks of the palls of (hp 
vindiass resembliT\g those of a watch tha had got the stan 
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of time, while the chain came in with surges oC hair a 
fixthom lit each heave. 

" Lay hold of this rope, men," cried Mr. Leach, placing 
the end of the iiiain-topsa.il halyards in the hands of half-a. 
dozen athletic steerage passengers, who had all Ihe incli- 
nation in the world to be doing, though uncertain where to 
^y their hands ; " lay hold, and run away with it." 

The second mate performed the same feat forward, and 
as the sheeta had never been started, the broad folds of the 
Moatauk's canvas began to open, even while the men were 
heaving at the anchor. These exertions quickened the 
blood in the veins of those who were not employed, until 
even the quarter-deck passengers began to experience the 
esciteraent of a chase, in addition to the feelings of com- 
passion. Captain Truck was silent, but very active in 
preparations. Springing to the wheel, he made its spokes 
fly until he had forced the helm hard up, when he uncere- 
moniously gave it to John Etfingham to keep there. His 
next leap wom to the foot of the mizen-mast, where, after a 
few energetic eflbrts alone, he looked over his shoulder and 
t)eckoned for aid. 

" Sir George Templemore, mizen-tops ail -halyards ; mi- 
zen- topsail-halyards, Sir George Templemore," muttered 
the eager master, scarce knowing what he said. " Mr. 
Dodge, now is the time to show that your name and nature 
are not identical." 

In short, nearly oil on hoard were busy, and, thanks to 
the hearty good will of the officers, stewards, cooks, and a 
few of the hands that could be spared from the windlass, 
busy in a way to spread sail after sail with a rapidity little 
short of that seen on board of a vessel of war. The rat- 
tling of the c!ew-gamet blocks, as twenty lusty fellows ran 
forward with the tacit of the mainsail, and the hauling for- 
ward of braces, was the signal that the ship was clear of 
^e- ground, and coming under command. 

A cross current bad superseded the necessity of casting 
'he vessel, but her sails took the light air nearly abeam ; 
the captain understanding that motioa was of much more 
importance just then than direction. No sooner did he 
Dorceive by the bubbles that floated past, or rather appeared 
to 111 at past, that his ship was dividing the water forward, 
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.han he called a trusty man to the whisel, relieving John 
Effingham from his watch. The next instiint, Mr. Leach 
reported the anchor catted and fished. 

" Pilot, you will be responsible for this if my prisoners 
escape," said Mr. Grab menacingly. " You know my er- 
rand, and it is your duty lo aid the ministers of the l;iw." 

" Harkee, Mr. Grab," put in the master, who had warmed 
himself with the exercise ; " we all know, and we all do our 
duties, on board the Montauk, It is your duty to take 
Robert Davis on shore if you can find him ; and it is mj' 
duty to take the Montauk to America: now, if you will 
receive counsel from a well-wisher, I would advise you to 
Bee that you do not go in her. No one offers any impedi- 
ment (o your performing yo«r ofRce, and I'll thank you to 
offer me none in performing mine. — Brace the yards further 
forward, boys, and let the ship come up to the wind." 

Aa there were logic, useful mf m 1 and m 

ship united in this reply, the bt, be y 

easiness ; for by this lime th 1 p h d he d h 

way as to render it exceedingly d b f I h h 
oareJ boat would be able to c p 1 1 h 

consent of those on board. I b I ! 1 

already, closed, and the rays f m b g g 

lo quiver on the ripple of th h Id h 

abandoned his object, though h fi I h d 

not Sir George Templetnore pi h p 

sis -oared boat, that was pnllin d f q 

Cer that permitted it to be seen h m 1 h 

" That appears to be a m f b I 

the baronet uneasily, for by h m II b d f I 
sort of personal interest in th p 

" It does indeed, Captain T k dd d p 
if she make a signal, if will my d y 1 

the Montauk." 

" Then bundle out of her, my fine lellow, as fast as you 
tian ■ for not a brace or a bowline shall be 'ouched here, 
with my consent, for any such puipose The ihip is 
cleared — my hour is come — my passengers are on board — 
and America is my haven. — Let them that want me, catch 
me. That is what ! call Vattel." 

Tlie pi ol and the master of the Montauk were excel. ent 
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friends, and jnderelood each olJier perfectly, even while the 
former was making Ihe most serious professions of duty. 
The btat was hauled up, and, first whispering a few cau- 
tions about the shoals and the currents, the worthy marine 
guide leaped into it, and was soon seen floating asfern — a 
cheering proof that the ship had got fairly in motion. Aa 
he fell out of hearing in the wake of the vessel, the honest 
fellow kept calling out " to tack in season." 

"If you wish to try the speed of your boat against that 
of the pilot, Mr. Grab," called out tlie captain, "you will 
never have a better opportunity.' It is a fine night for a 
regatta, and I will stand you a pound on Mr. HancJlead's 
heels. For that matter, I would as soon trust bia head, or 
his hands, in the bargain." 

The officer continued obstinately on board, for he saw 
!hat the aix-oared boat »vas coming up with the ship, and, 
as he well knew the importance to his client of compelling 
a settlement of the accounts, he fancied some succour might 
be expected in that quarter. In the mean time, thw new 
movement on the part of their pursuers attracted general 
attention, and, as might be expected, the interest of this 
little incident increased the excitement that usually accom- 
panira a departure for a long sea-voyage, fourfold. Men 
and women forgot Iheir griefs and leave-takings m anxiety, 
and in that pleasure which usually attends agitation of the 
nund that does not proceed from actual misery of our own. 



CHAPTER IV. 



TiiE assembling of the passengers of the large pacfcel- 
ship is necessarily an affair of coldness and distrust, espe- 
",ially with those'who know ihp world, and more particu- 
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arly still when the passage is from Europe to Ainerica, 
The (jrealer sophistication of the old than of the new hem- 
isphere, with its consequent shifts and vices, the knowlodge 
that the tide of emkratioa sets westward, and that few 
abandon the home of their youth Unless impelled by mis- 
fortune at least, with other obvious causes, unite to produce 
this distinction. Then come the fastidiousness of habits, the 
sentiments of social castes, the refinements of breeding, and 
the reserves of dignity of character, to be put in close col- 
lision with bustling egotism, ignorance of usages, an ab- 
sence of tmining, and downright vulgarity of thought and 
practices. Although necessity aoou brings these chaotic 
elements into something like order, the first week commonly 
passes in reconnoitring, cool civilities, and cautious conces- 
sions, to yield at length to the never-dying charities; un- 
less, indeed, the latter may happen to be kept in abeyance 
by a downright quarrel, about midnight carousals, a squeak- 
ing fiddle, or some incorrigible snorer. 

Happily, the party collected in the Montauk had the good 
fortune to abridge the usual probation in courtesies, by the 
stirring events of the night on which they sailed. Two 
hours had scarcely elapsed since the last passenger crossed 
the gangway, and yet the respective circles of the quarter- 
deck and steerage felt more sympathy with each other than 
the boasted human charities ordinarily quicken in days of 
common-place intercourse. They had already found out 
each other's names, thanks to the assiduity of Captain 
Truck, who had stolen time, in the midst of all his activity, 
to make half-a-dozen more introductions, and the Ameri- 
cans of the less trained class were already using them as 
freely as if they were old acquaintances. We say Ameri 
cans, for the cabins of these ships usually contain a con- 
gress of nations, though the people of England, and of her 
ci-devant colonies, of course predominate in those of the 
London lines. On the present occasion, the last two were 
nearly balanced in numbers, so far as national character 
cowld be made out; opinion (which, as might be expecfel, 
had been busy the while,) being suspended in reference to 
Mr. Blunt, and one or two others whom the captain called 

■foreigners," to distinguish them from Ihe ^nglo-.Saxon 
stock. 
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Tliis equal distribution of forces might, under other ci^ 
cumstnnces, .have led to a division in (eehng ; for the con 
fiic.ts between American and British opinions, coupled with 
a difference in habits, are a prolific source of discontent in 
the cabins of packets. The Americaa is apt to lancj' him- 
self at home, under the flag of his country ; while his 
Transatlantic kinsman is strongly addicted to fancying that 
when he has fairly paid his money, he has a right to em- 
bark all his prejudices with his other luggage. 

The affair of the allorney and (he newly-married couple, 
however, was kept quite distinct from all feelings of na- 
tionality ; the English apparently entertaining quite as 
lively a wish that the latter might escape from the fang.s 
of the law, as any other portion of the passengers. The 
parlies themselves were British, and although the authority 
evaded was of the same origin, right or wrong, all on hoard 
had taken up the impression that il was improperly exer- 
cised. Sir George Teraplemore, the Englishman of highest 
rank, was decidedly of this way of thinking, — an opinion 
he was rather warm in expressing, — and the example of a 
bnronet had its weight, not only with most of his owe 
countrymen, but with not a few of the Americans also. 
The Effingham party, together wilh Mr. Sharp and Mr. 
Blunt, were, indeed, all who seemed to be entirely indif- 
ferent to Sir George's sentiments; and, as men are intui- 
tively quick in discovering who do and who do not deler 
to tiieir suggestions, their accidental independenpe might 
have been fiivoured by this fact, for the discourse of this 
gentleman was addressed in the main to those who lent the. 
most willing eara. Mr. Dodge, in pailicular, was his con- 
stant and respectful listenei', and profound admirer : — ^Bul 
then he was his room-mate, and a democrat of a water so. 
pure, that he w£^ disposed to maintain no man had a right 
to any one of his senses, unless by popular sufferance. 

In the moan while, the night advanced^ and the soft light 
of the moon was playing on the waters, adding a semi- 
mysterious obscurity to the excitement of the scene. The 
two-oared boat had evidently been overtaken by that carry- 
ing sis oars, and, after a short conference, the fi ret had 
velui-ned reluctantly towards the land, while the Salter 
profitmg by its position, had set two lug-sails, and was 
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standing out into the oiling, on a course thai would compel 
Ihe Montau!. to come under its lee, when the shoals, as 
would soon be the case, should force the ship lo tack. 

" England is most inconveniently placed," Captain Truck 
drj'ly remarked aa he witnessed this maiiceuvre. " Were 
Ihis island only out of the way, now, we might stand on as 
we head, and leave those man-of-war's men to amuse them, 
selves all night with backing and filling in the roads of 
Portsmouth." 

" I hope there is nodanger of that little boat's overtaking 
this large ship 1" exclaimed Sir George, with a vivacity 
that did great credit to his philanthropy, according to the 
opinion of Mr. Dodge at least ; the latter having imbibed a 
singular bias in favour of pefsons of condition, from having 
travelled in an eJ/wog-erewithaGerman baron, from whom he 
had taken a model of the pipe he carried but never smolced, 
and from having been thrown for two days and nights into 
the society of a " Polish countess," as he uniformly termed 
her, in the gojidole of a diligence, betwe^i Lyons and Mar- 
seilles. In addition, Mr. Dodge, as has just been hinted, 
s&s an ultra-freeman at hbme — a circumstance that seems 
always to react, when the subject of the feeling gets mfo 
foreign countries. 

" A feather running before a lady's sigh would outsail 
either of us in this aJr, which breathes on us in some such 
fashion as a whale snores. Sir George, by sudden pufts. I 
would give the price of a steerage passage, if Great Britain 
lay off the Cape of Good Hope for a week or ten days." 

" Or Cape Halteras !" rejoined the mate. 

" Not I ; 1 wish the old island no harm, nor a worse cli- 
mate than it has got already ; though it lies as much in 
our way just at this moment, as the moon in an eclipse of 
the sun. I bear the old creature a great-grandson's love — 
or a step or two farlher off, if ycj wid, — and come and go 
too often to forget the relationship. But, much as I love 
her, the affection is not strong enough to go ashore on her 
shoala, and so we will go about, Mr. Leach ; at the same 
Eimc, I wish from my heart that two-lugged rascal would 
go about his business." 

The ship tacked slowly but gracefilly, for she was in 
hat her master termed "racing trim;" and as her bi. fV* 
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fell off m L^e eastward, it became pretty evident to nil Avho 
understood the subject, tliut the two little lug-sails that 
were "eating into the wind," as the sailors express it, 
would weather ypon her track ere she could stretch over to 
the other shoal. Even the landsmen had some feverish 
aus])icions of the truth, and the steerage passengers were 
alrea(5y holding a secret confereact) on the possibility of 
hiding the pursued in some of the recesses of the ship. 
" Such things were often done," one whispered to another, 
"and it was as easy to perform tt now as at any other time." 

But Captain Truck viewed the matter differently : his 
vocation called him three times a year into the i-oads at 
Portsmouth, and he felt little disposition to embarrass his 
future intercourse with the place by setting its authorities 
at a too open defiance. He deliberated a good deal on the 
propriety of throwing his ship up into the wind, as she 
slowly advanced towards the boat, and of inviting those in 
the latter to board him. Opposed to this was the prido of 
profession, and Jack Truck was not a man to overlook or 
to forget the " yarns" that were spun among his fellows at 
the New England Coffee-house, or among those farming 
hamlets on the banks of the Connecticut, whence all the 
packet-men are derived, and whither they repair for a sheh 
ter when their cai'eers are run, as regularly as the fruit de 
cays where it falleth, or the grass that has not been har- 
vested or cropped withers on its native stalk. 

" There is no question. Sir George, that this fellow is a 
man-of-war's man," said the master to the baronet, who 
stuck close to his side. " Take a peep at the creeping 
rogue through this night-glass, and you will see his crew 
sealed at their thwarts with their arms folded, like men who 
Bat the king's beef. None but your regular public servant 
ever gets that impudent air of idleness about him, either in 
England or America. In this respect, human nature is the 
same in both hemispheres, a man never falling in with luck, 
but he fancies it is no more than his deserts." 

" There seems to be a great many of them ! Can it be 
their intention to carry the vessel by boarding?" 

" If it Ja, they must take the will for the deed," returned 
Mr. Truck a iiitle coldly. " I very much question if the 
Uontauk, with three cabin otKcers, as many stewards, (wn 
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ooofea, and eighteen foremast-men, wouid exactly iitie the 
notion of being 'carried,' as you style it, SirGJeorge, l)y a 
six-oared cutter's crew. We are not as heavy as the piane 
lupiter, but have somewhiit too much gravity to be 'carried' 
us liirhily 03 all that, loo." 

Y mte d I ? ask d f h 

g eal b If r h 1 d ■ ■ ' ■ 



bo d 

T ] h h d 

hi If 1 1 

h h h h d 



1 y 1 

bj r 

Id 1 h I dly 



Id II d f h m 

ce b dMShp II yh h dn 
to e.xplam why 7 

" This ma ge m 

continued th m g 

to having ca in h 

had taken It m 

principles of se mbe 

copy, and fo 

that they wh be ee 

ticular mast 

fallen. " U ce g 

can a publi m pe m 

being boarde — eo as 

to remark ; m ea M 

tauk that is 

cargo aiong — g 

packet like this I have the honour to command obliged, in 

comity, to heave-to and to submit to an examination at all ! 

The ship is a-weigh, and has handsomely tacked under her 

canvas ; and, gentlemen, I should be pleased to have your 

senlimenis on the occasion. Just have the condescensiop 

to point out tha category." 

Mr, Dodge came from a purt of the country in which 

men wore accustomed to think, act, almost to eat and drink 

Bnd sleep, in common ; or, in other words, from one of 
hose regions in America, in which there was so much 

Mmmunity, that few had the moral courage, even wiicn 
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tliey possessed the knowledge, and a!l the othe.i" neccRsarj 
means, to cause their individuality to be respected. When 
the usual process of conventiolis, sub-conventions, cau- 
cusiies, and public meetings did not supply the means of 
a coDcenlrated action," he and hia neighbours had long been 
in ihe habit of haviog recourse to societies, by way of ob. 
taining " energetic means," as it was termed ; and from 
his tenth year up to his tweoty-fifth, this gentleman had 
been either a president, vice-president, manager, or com- 
mittee-man, of some philosophical, political, or religious ex- 
pedient to fortify human wisdom, make men better, and re. 
aist error and despotism. His experieooe had rendered 
him expert in what may well enough be termed the laa- 
guage of association. Neman of his years, in the fwenty- 
aix states, could more readily apply the terms of "taking up" 
— " excitemcDt" — " unqualified hostility" — " public opin- 
ion" — " spreading before the public," or any other of 
those generic phrases that imply the privileges of all, and 
the rights of none. Unfortunately, the pronunciation . of 
this person was not as pure as his motives, and he misun- 
derstood the captain when he spoke of comity, as meaning 
a " committee ;" and ahhough it was not quite obvious 
whnt the worthy mariner could intend by " obliged in com- 
mittee (comity) to heave-to," yet, as he had known these 
ixrtiies to do so many " energetic things," he did not see 
why they might not perform this evolution as well as an- 

" It really does appear, Ciptain Tiuck," he remaikea 
accordingly, " that our situation appioaches a crisis, ana 
the suggestion o( a comity (committee) striLes me as being 
peculiarly proper and suitable to the citcumstances, and in 
strict conformity with republican usages In oidtr to aave 
lime, and that Ihe gentlemen who shall be appointed ti^ 
serve may have opputtunity to leport, thertfore, I will "it 
once nominate bir Geoige Templemoie as chairman, leav- 
ing it for any othei gt,ntleman present to suggest the name 
of any candidate he inav deem pioper 1 will only add, 
(hat in my poor judgmHnt this comity (committee) ought to 
consist of at least three and that it have power to send foi 
fiersons and papers." 

'' I would propose five, Captain Truck., by way of amend 
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ment," added another passenger of the sa ne kidney as the 
last apeaiiei, gentlemen of their school making it a |ioint to 
difTev a little from every proposition by way of showinj; 
their iadependeaee. 

I( was ibrtimate-for both the mover of the original mo- 
tion, and for the proposer of the amendment, !hat the mas- 
ter was acquainted with the character of Mr. Dodge, or a 
proposition that his ship was to he worked by a committee, 
(or indiied by comity,) would have been very likely to meet 
with but an indifferent reception ; but, catching a glimpse 
of the laughing eyes of Eve, as well as of the amused faces 
□f Mr. Sharp and Mr. Blunt, by the light of the moon, he 
very gravely signified his entire approbation of the chair- 
man named, and his peifect readiness to listen to the report 
of the aforesaid committee as soon as it might be prepared 
to make it. 

" And if youi committre, or comity, gentlemen," he 
added, " can tell me ii hat Vattel would say about the obli- 
gation to heave-to in a time of profound peace, and when 
the ship, or boat, in cha.se, can have no belligerent rights, 
I shall be grateful to my dying day ; for I have looked him 
through as closely as old women usually examine alma- 
nacks to tell which way the wind is about to blow, and 1 
fear he has overlooked the subject altogether." 

Mr. Dodge, and three or four more of the same commu- 
nity-propensity as himself, soon settled the names of the 
rest of the committee, when the nominees retii-ed to another 
part of the deck to consult together ; Sir George Temple- 
more, to the surprise of all the Effingham party, consenting 
to serve with a willingness that rather disregarded forms. 

" It might be convenient to refer other matters to this 
committee, captain," said Mr. Sharp, who had tact enough 
to see that nothing but her habitual retenue of deportment 
kept Eve, whose bright eyes were dancing with humour 
from downright laughter ; " these are the important points 
of reefing and furling, the courses to be steered, the sail to 
be carried, the limes and seasons of calling all hands toge 
ther, w ih sundry other customary duties, that no doubt 
wou d be well treated on in this forthcoming report." 

" No doubt, sir ; I perceive you have been at sea before. 
m^ I am sorry you were overlooked in naming the mem 
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bers of the comity : take my word for it, all that yoii have 
tnentiontd can be done on board the Montauk by a comity, 
as well as settling the question of heaving-to, or not, for 
yonder boat. — By the way, Mr. Leach, the fellows have 
tacked, and are standing in this direction, thinking to cixiss 
our bows and speak us. — Mr. Atloraey, Ibe tide is setting 
Us off the (and, and you may make it morning before you 
get into your nests, if you hold on much longer. I fear 
Mrs. Seal and Mrs. Grab will be uniiappy women." 

The bloodhounds of the law heard this warning with 
indiflereace, for they expected succour of some sort, though 
they hardly knew of what sort, from the man-of-war's boat 
which, it was now plain enough, must weather on the ship. 
After putting their heads together, Mr. Seal offered his com- 
panion a pinch of snuff, helping himself afterwards, like a 
man indifferent to the result, and one patient in time of 
doty. The sun-burnt face of the captain,^ho3e standing 
colour was that which cooks get when the~fire burns the 
brightest, hut whose hiies no fire or cold ever varied, was 
turned fully on the two, and it is probable Uiey would have 
received some decided manifestation of his will, had not 
Sir George Templemore, with the four other committee- 
men, approached to give in the result of their conference. 

" We are of opinion, Captain Truck," said the baronet, 
"that as the ship is under way, and your voyage may be 
fairly said to have commenced, it is quite inexpedient and 
altogether unnecessary for you to anchor again ; but thai 
it Is your duty " 

" I have no occasion for advice as to my duty, gentlemen, 
(f you can let me know what Vattel says, or ought to have 
said, on the subject, or touching the category of the right 
of search, except as a belligerent right, I will thank yon ; 
if not, we must e'en guess at it. I have not sailed a ship 
in this trade these ten years to need any jogging of the 
memory about port-jurisdiction either, for these are matters 
in which one gets to be expert by dint of use, as my old 
master used to say when he called us fram table with half 
a diimer. Now, there was the case of the blacks in 
Charleston, in which our govei-nment showed clearly it had 
not studied Vattel, or it never would have given the anssver 
t did. Perhaps you never heard that case, Sii' George, and 
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s it touches a delicate principle, I will just run over the 
■ategory lightly ; for it has its points, as well as a coast." 

" Does not this matter press, — may not the boat — " 

" The boat will do nothing, gentlemen, without the per- 
nission of Jack Truck. Yoti must know, the Caroliniaoa 
lave a law that all niggera brought into their state by ships, 
«ust be caged until the vessel sails again. This is to pre- 
sent emancipation, as they call it, or aboSition, I know not 
yhlch. An Englishman comes in Trom tite islands with a 
srew of blacks, and, according to law, the authorities of 
Charleston house them all before night. John Bull com- 
plains to his minister, and his minister sends a note to our 
seevetary, and our secretary writes to the Oovernor of 
Carolina, calling on him to respect the treaty, and so on. 
Gentlemen, I need not teli you wiiat a treaty is — it is a 
thing in itself to be obeyed ; but it is all important to know 
what it commands. Well, what was this said treaty t That 
John should come in and out of the ports, on the footing of 
the most favoured .nation; on the statu quo ante bellum 
principle, as Vattel has it. Now, the Carolinians treated 
John ju6t as thpy tiealed Jonathan, and there was no more 
to be said All paities were bound to enter the port, sub- 
ject to the municipala, us is set forth in Vattel. That was 
a case soon '^ttled, you perceive, though depending on a 
nicety " 

SirGeoige hiA listened with extreme impatience, but, 
fearful of oflending, he listened to the end ; then, seizing 
the hist pauae in the captain's discourse, he resumed his 
remonstrances with an inteiest that did infinite credit to his 
humanity, at the same time that he overlooked none of the 
obligations of politeness. 

" An exceedingly clear case, I protest," he answered, 
" and capitally put — I question if Lord Stowell could do il 
better — and exceedingly apt, that about the antebellum; 
but I confess my feelings have not been so much roused for 
a long time as they have been on account of these poor peo. 
|)le. There is something inexpressibly painful in being dis- 
appointed as one is setting out in the morning of life, as il 
were, in this cruel manner ; and rather than see this state 
of things protracted, I would prefer paying a trifle out of 
my own pocket. If this wretched attorney will consent, 
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now to take a hundred pounds and quit us, aad carry back 
with Iiim that annoying cutter with the log-sails, I will give 
iiim the money moat cheerfully, — most cheerfully, I pro- 
test." 

There is somethiag so essentially respectable in practical 
'ty, that, though Eve and all the curious auditors of 
s passing feii an inclination to laugh at the whole 
procedure up to this declaration, eye met eye in commen- 
datiou of the liberality of the baronet. He had shown he 
had a heart, in the opinion of most of those who heard him. 
though his previous conversation had led several of the ob- 
servers to distrust his having the usual quantum of head. 

" Give yourself no trouble about the attorney, Sir 
George," returned the captain, shaking the other cordially 
by the hand : " he shall not touch a poucd of your money,' 
nor do I think he is likely to touch Robert Davis. We have 
caught the tide on our lee bow, and the current is wheeling 
us up to windward, like an opposition coach flying over 
Biaekheath. In a few minutes we shall be in blue water; 
aad then I'll give the rascal a touch of Valtel that will 
throw him all aback, if it don't throw him overboard." 

" But the cutter V 

"Why, if we drive the attorney and Grab out of the 
ship, there will he no process in the hands of the others, 
by which they can carjy oif the man, even admitting the 
jurisdiction. I know the scoundrels, and not a shilling 
shall either of the knaves lake from this vessel with my 
consent Harkee, Sir George, a word in your ear : two 
of as d d cockroaches as ever rummaged a ship's bread- 
room ; I'll see that they soon heave about, or I'll heave 
them both into their boat, with my own fair hands." 

The captain was about to turn away to examine the po- 
sition of the cutter, when Mr- Dodge asked permission to 
make a short report in behalf of the minority of the comity 
fcniinmittee), the amount of which was, that they agreed in 
all things with the majority, except on the point that, as it 
might become expedient for the ship to anchor again in 
some of the porta lower down the Channel, it would be wise 
;o keep that material circumstance in view, in making up a 
5nal decision in the affair. This report, on the part of the 
minority, which, Mr. Dodge explained to the baronet, par- 
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took vather of the character of a caution than of a protest, 
had quite as lillle influence on Captain Truck as the opinion 
of the raajority, for he was just one of those persons whc 
seldom took advice that did not conform with his own pre- 
vious decision; but he coolly continued to examine the 
cutter, which by this time was standing on the same course 
Hs the ship, a short distance to windward of Jier, and edging 
ft little oft' the wind, so as to bring the two nearer to each 
other, every yard they advanced. 

The witid had freshened to a little breeze, and the cap 
lain nodded his head with satisfaciion when he heard 
even where he stood on the quarter-deck, the slapping of 
the sluggish swell, as the huge bows of the ship paned the 
water. At this moment tliose in the cutter saw the bubbles 
glide sw-ftiy past them, while to those in the Montauk the 
motion was still sltow and heavy ; and yet, of tho two, the 
actual velocity was rather in favour of the latter, both hav- 
ing about what is technically termed " four-knot way" on 
them. The officer of the boat was quick to detect the 
change that was acting against him, and by easing the 
isheets of his lug-sails, and keeping the cutler as much off 
the wind as he could, ho was soon within a hundred feet of 
the ship, running along on her weather-beam. The bright 
soft moonlight permitted the face of a young man in a man- 
of-war cap, who wore the undress uniform of a sea lieuten- 
ant, lo be distinctly seen, as ho rose in the stern-sheets, 
which contained also two other persons. 

" I will thank you to heave-lo the Montauk," said the 
lieutenant civilly, while he raised his cap, apparently in 
compliment to the passengers who crowded tho rail to see 
and hear what passed. "I am sent on the duty of the king, 
sir." 

" I know your errand, sir," returned Captain Truck, 
whose resolution to refuse to comply was a good deal sha- 
ken by the gentleman-like manner in which the request was 
made ; " and I wish you to bear witness, that if I do con- 
sent to your request, it is voluntarily ; for, on the principles 
.aid down by Vatlel nnd the other writers on international 
law, the right of search is a belligerent right, and England 
jeing at peace, no ship belonging lo one nation can have n 
right lo stop a vessel belonging to another." 
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" I cannot enlet' into thiKe nicetiss, sir," returned ti.e 
JieiitenaQt, sharply ; " I iiave my orders, and you will ex- 
cuse me if I say, I intend to execute them." 

" Execute them, with ail my heart, sir : if you are or ■ 
dered to heave-to my ship, all you have to do is to get on 
board if you can, and let us see the style, in which you 
handle yards. As to the people now stationed at the braces, 
the trumpet that will make them stir is not to be spoken 
through at the Admiralty. The fellow has spirit in him, 
and I like his principles as an officer, but 1 cannot admit 
his conclusions as a jurist. If he flatters himself with 
beiilg able to frighten us into a new category, now, that ia 
likely to impair national rightSj the lad has just got himself 
into a problem that will need all his logic, and a good deal 
of his spirit, to get out of again." 

" You will scarcely think of resisting a king's offieer in 
British waters!" said the young man with that haughtiness 
that the meekest tempers soon leacn to acquire under a 
pennant. 

" Resisting, my dear sir ! I resist nothing. The raiscon. 
ception is in supposing that you sail this ship instead of 
John Truck. That is my name, sir; John Truck. Do 
your errand in welcome, but do not ask me to help you. 
Come aboard, with all my heart ; nothing would give me 
more pleasure than to take wine with you ; but i see no 
necessity of stopping a packet, that is busy on a long road, 
without an object, as we say on the other side of the big 
waters." 

There was a pause, and then the lieutenant, with the son 
of hesitation that a gentleman is apt to feel when he makes 
a proposal that he knows ought not to be accepted, called 
out that those in the boat with him would pay for the de- 
tention of the ship. A more unfortunate proposition could 
not be made to Captain Truck, who would have hove-to his 
!ihip in a moment had the lieutenant proposed to discuss 
Valtel with him on the quarter-deck, and who was only hold- 
ing out-aa a sort of salvo to his rights, with that disposition to 
resist aggression that the experience of the last forty years 
has so deeply implanted in the bosom of every American 
sailor, in cases connected with English naval officers, and 
*ho had just made up his mmd to let Robert Davis take 
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Ilis enhance, and to craek a bfjttle wth the hiinds(ime young 
man who was stiil standing up in the boat. But Mr. Truck 
had been too often to London not to uuderstand exactly the 
manner in which EngUshmen appreciate American charac- 
ter; and, ftmong other things, he knew it wag the general 
opinion in the island that money couid do any thing with 
Jonathan," or, as Christophe is said once to have senten- 
tiously expressed the same sentiment, " if theve were a bag 
of coffee in h — , a Yankee could be found to .go and bring 

The master of t!ie Montauk had a proper relish for his 
l.iwful gains as well as another, but he was vain-glorious 
on the subject of his countrymen, principally because he 
found that the packets outsailed alt other mert.haat-ships, 
and fiercely proud of any quality that" others were disposed 
to deny them. 

At hearing this proposal, or intimation, therefore, instead 
of accepting it. Captain Truck raised his hat with formal 
civility, and coolly wished the otter " good night." This 
was bringing the affair to a crisis at once ; for the helm ot 
the cutter was borne up, and an attempt was made to run 
the boat alongside of the ship. But the bi'eeze had been 
sleadily increasing, the air had grown heavier as the night 
advanced, and the dampness of evening was thickening the 
canvas of the coarser sails in a way sensibly to increase 
the speed of the ship- When the conversation commenced, 
the boat was abreast of the fore-rigging ; and by the time 
it ended, it was barely up with the mizzen. The lieutenanl 
was quick to see the disadvantage he laboured under, and 
be called out " Heave I" as he found the cutter was falling 
close under the counter of the ship, and would be in her 
wake in another minute. The bowman of the boat cast a 
light grapnel with so much precision that it hooked in the 
mizzen rigging, and the line instantly tightened so as to tow 
the cutter. A seaman we^ passing along the outer edge of 
the hurricane-house at liie moment, coming from the wheel, 
and with the decision of an old salt, he quietly passed his 
knife across the sti-eiched cordage, and it snapped like pack- 
ihroad. The grapnel fell into the sea, and the boat was 
tossing in the wake of the ship, ail as it might be while 
one could draw a breath. To furl the sails and ship tho 
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oars consumed but an instani, and then tlie cutler was 
ploughing the water under the vigorous strokes of hei 

" Spirited I spirited and nimble !" observed tJaptaio 
Trucli, who stood coolly leaning against a shroud, in a 
position where he could command a view of all that was 
passing, improving the opportunity to shake the a^hes from 
his cigar while he spoke ; " a fine young fellow, and one 
who will make an admiral, or something better, I dare say, 
if he live; — perhaps a cherub, in lime. Now, if he pull 
much longer in the back-water of our wake, I shall have to 
give him up. Leach, as a little marin-ia&.- ah! there ho 
sheers out of it, like a sensibie youth as he is I Well, 
fhere is something pleasant in the conceit of a sis-oared 
boat's carrying a Loiidon liner by boarding, even admitting 
the lad could have got alongside." 

So, it would seem, thought Mr. Leach and the crew of 
the Montauk ; for they were clearing the decks with as 
much philosophy as men ever discover when employed in 
an unthankful office. This sang-froid of seamen is always 
matter of surprise to landsmen ;■ but adventurers who have 
been rocked In the tempest for years, whose utmost security 
IS a great hazard, and whose safety constantly depends on 
the command of the faculties, come in time to experience 
an apathy on the subject of all the minor terrors and ex- 
citements of life, that none can acquire unless by habit and 
similar risks. There was a low laugh among the people, 
and now and then a curious glance of the eye over the 
quarter to ascertain the position of the struggling boat ; but 
there the effect of the little incident ceased, so far as the 
seamen were concerned. 

Not so with the passengers. The Americans axulted at 
the failure of the man-of-war's man, and the English 
doubted. To them, defereaice to the crown was habitual, 
and they were displeased at seeing a stranger play a king's 
boat such a trick, in what they justly enougii thought to be 
British waters. Although the law may not give a man anv 
more right than another to the road before his own dooi, 
ae comes in time to fancy it, in a certain degree, his par 
dcular road. Strictly speaking, the Montauk Was perhaps 
Still under the dominion of the English laws, though she 
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had been a league from the land whea laying at her anchoi; 
and by this time the tide and her own velocity had swept hei 
broad off into (lie offing quite as far again ; indeed she had 
now got to such a distance from the land, that Captain 
Truck thought it his " duty" to bring matters to a con- 
clusion with the attorney. 

" Well, Mr. Seal," he said, " I am grateful for the plea- 
sure of your company thus far ; but you will excuse me if 
I decline taking you and Mr. Grab quite to America. Half 
an hour hence you will hardly be able to find the island ; 
for OS soon as we have got to a proper distance from the 
cutter, I shall tack to the south-west, and you ought, more- 
over, to remember the anxiety of the ladies at home." 

" This may turn out a serious matter. Captain Truck, on 
your return passage ! The laws of England are not (o be 
trifled with. Will you oblige me by ordering the steward 
to hand me a gls^s of water! Waiting for justice is dry 
duty, I find." 

" Extremely sorry I cannot comply, gentlemen. Vattel 
has nothing on the subject of watering belligerents, or neu- 
Irals, and the laws of Congress compel me to carry so many 
gallons to the man. If you will take it in the way of a 
nightcap, however, and drink success to our run to Ame- 
rica, and your own to the shore, it shall be in champagne, 
if you happen to like that agreeable fluid." 

The attorney wag about to express his readiness to com. 
promise on these terms, when a glass of the beverage for 
which he had first asked was put into his hand by the wife 
of Robert Davis. He took the water, drank it, and turned 
from the woman with the obduracy of one who never suf- 
fered feeling to divert him from the pursuit of gain. The 
wine was brought, and the captain filled the glasses with a 
seaman's heartiness. 

" I drink to your safe return to Mrs. Seal, and the little 
gods and goddesses of justice, — Pan or Mercury, which ia 
\'.l And as for you. Grab, look out for sharks as you pull 
in. If they hear of your being afloat, the souls of perse- 
cuted sailors will set them on you, as the devil chases male 
coquettes. Well, gentlemen, you are balked this time ; but 
wliat matters it? It is but another man got safe out of a 
country that has too many in it ; and I trust we shal) meet 
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good friends again this day four months. Even mau aim 
wife must jiart, when the hour arrives." 

" That will depend on how my client views your condui'i 
on this occasion, Captain Truck ; for, he is uof a man tha: 
it is always safe to thwart." 

" That for your client, Mr. Seal !" returned the capfain, 
snapping his fingers, " I am not to be frightened with an 
attofaey's growl, or a bailiff's nod. You come off with a 
writ or a warrant, I care not which ; I offer no resistance ; 
yoQ hunt for your man, like a terrier looking for a rat, and 
[■.an't find him ; I see the fine fellow, at this moment, on 
deck, — but I feel no obligation to tell you who or where he 
is ; my ship is cleared nd I 1 d y h po 

to stop me i we are outs d II I ! d 1 g 

leagues and a half off, d m j 1 

shot is the extent of you J d f I I 

your authority is not w h h If m h h j 

chief cook, who has pow I h lea b p- 

pers. Well, sir, you st y h m g d 

shall be fully tliree lea f y I d d 

then you are in Ameri a, ceo d g d I 

passage you will have ni d f N hi!! 

a category," 

As the captain made this last remark, his quick eye saw 
that the wind had hauled so far round to the westward, aa 
to supersede the necessity of tacking, and that they were 
actually going eight kno!s in a direct line from Portsmouth, 
Casting an eye behind him, he perceived that the cutter had 
given up the chase, and was returning towards the distant 
roads. Under circumstances so discouraging, the attorney, 
who l>egan to be alarmed for his boat, which was flying 
along on the water, towed by the ship, prepared to take his 
leave ; for he was fully aware that he had no power to com- 
pel the other to heave-to his ship, to enable him So get out 
of her. Luckily the water was still tolerably smooth, and 
with fear and trembling, Mr. Seal succeeded in blnnderina 
into the boat ; not, however, until the watermen had warneo 
him of (heir intention to hold on no longer. Mr. Grab fol- 
lowed, with a good deal of difficulty, and just as a hand 
was about to let go the painter, the captain appeared at the 
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gangway with the min th^j weie in quest of, and said iti 
his rao^t winning mannti — 

Mr Giab Mr Da\is, Mr. Davis, Mr Grab; I sel- 
dtim introduce steerage passengers, but to oblige twti oLJ 
friends I bieik the rale That's what I call a category. 
My ccmphments .« lira Giab. Iiel go the painter " 

The ttord^ weie no souner uttered ..han the boat waa 
tcsin^ tnd whiilm^ iq [he caldron left by the passing 



CHAPTER V. 



Captain Truck cast an eye aloft to see if evcrytbiiip: 
drew, as coolly as if nothing out of the usual course had 
happened; he and his crew having, seemingly, regarded 
the attempt to board them as men regai-d tlie natural phe-. 
nomeria of the planets, or in other woi-ds, as if the ship, of 
which they were merely parts, had epc»ped by her own in- 
stinct or volition. This hftl)it of considering the machine 
as the governing principle is rather general among seamen, 
who, while they ease a brace, or drag a bowline, as the 
coachman checks a rein, appear to think it is only jiermit- 
ting the creature to work her own will a little more frcnly. 
It is true all knitw better, but none talk, or indeed would 
seem to feel, as if they thought otherwise 

■' Did you observe how the old barky jumped out of the 
ivay of those rovers in the cutter I" said the captain com- 
olac^ntly to the quarter-deck group, when his survey aloT 
had taken sufficient heed that his own nautical skill should 
correct the instinct of the ship. " A skittish horse, or a 
whale with the irons in him, or, for that matter, one of the 
^un^^ie9t of your iheatricala, would not have given a pret 
'jer aside than this poor old hiilk, which is certainly jua 
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tlie clumsiest craft that sails the ocean. I wish King Wil- 
liam would take it into his royal head, now, to send one of 
his light-heeled cruisers out to prove it, by way of resent- 
ing the cantaverous trick the Montauk played his boat I" 

The dull report of a gun, as the sound came short and 
deadened up against the breeze, cheeked the raillery of Mr. 
Truck. On looking to leeward, there was sufficient light to 
see the symmetrical sails of the corvette they had left at 
anchor, trimmed close by the wind, and tde vessel itself 
standing out under a press of canvas, apparently in chase. 
The gun had evidently been fired as a signal of recall to the 
cutter, blue lights being burnt on board of both the ship and 
its boat, in proof that they were communicating. 

The passengers now looked gravely at each other, foi 
the matter, in (heir eyes, began to be serious. Some sug- 
gested the possibility that the offence of Davis might be 
other than debt, but this was disproved by the process and 
the account of the bailiff himself; while most concluded 
that a determination to resent the slight done the authorities 
had caused the cruiser to follow them out, with the inten- 
tion of carrying them back again. The English passen- 
gers in particular began now to reason in favour of tiie au- 
thority of the crown, while those who were known to be 
Americans grew warm in maintaining the rights of their 
flag. Both the Effinghams, however, were moderate in 
the expression of their opinions ; for education, years, and 
experience, had taught them to discriminate justly. 

"As respects the course of Captain Truck, in refusing tc 
permit the cutler to board him, he is probably a better judge 
than any of us," Mr, Effingham observed with gentlemanly 
reserve-^" for he must better ufderstand the precise position 
of his ship at the time ; but concerning the want of right in 
a fordgn vessel of war to carry this ship into port in a time 
of profound peace, when sailing on the high seas, as will 
soon be the case with the Montauk, — admitting that she is 
not there at present, — I should think there can he no rea- 
sonable doubt. The dispute, if there is to be any, has now 
-o become matter of negotiation ; or redress must be sought 
ihrough the general agents of the two nadona, and nol 
taken by the inferior officers of either party. The instant 
W Montauk reaches the public highway of nations, she k 
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within the exclusiv*! junsdictton of the cour.trj undet whose 
flag she fegally sails." 

" Vattel, to the baek-bonc 1" said the. captain, giving a 
nod of approbation, again clearing the end of his cigar. 

Now, John Effingham was a man of strong feelings, 
which is often hut another word for a man of strong pre- 
judices ; and he had been educated between thirty or forty 
years before, which is saying virtually, that he was edu- 
cated under the influence of (he British opinions, that then 
weighed (and many of which still weigh) like an incubus 
on the national interests of America. It is true, Mr. Ef- 
fingham was in ail senses the contemporary, as he had been 
tile Kchooi-fellow, of his cousin ; Ihat they loved each other 
as brothers, had the utmost reliance on each other's prin- 
ciples in the main, thought alike in a thousnad things, and 
yef, in the particular of English domination, it was scarcely 
possible for one man to resemble another less than the 
widowed kinsman resembled the bachelor. 

Edward Effingham was a singularly just-minded man, 
and having succeeded at an early age to his estate, he had 
lived many years in that intellectual retirement which, by 
withdiawmg him from the strifes of the world, had left a 
cultivated sagacity to act freely on a natural disposition. 
At the period when the entire republic was, in substance, 
exhibiting the disgraceful picture of a nation torn by adverse 
(actions, that had their origin in interests alien to its own ; 
when most were either Englishmen or Frenchmen, he had 
remained what nature, the laws and reason intended him to 
be, an American. Enjoying the otium cwn dignitate on 
his he^edlt^l■y estate, aad in his hereditai'y abode, Edward 
Effingham, with little pretensioDs to greatness, and with 
many claims lo goodness, had hi! the line of truth which 
BO many of the " god-likes" of the republic, under the in- 
fluence of their passions, and stimulated by the transient 
and fluctuating interests of the day, ectii'ely overlooked, oc 
which, if seeing, they recklessfy disregarded. A less im- 
practicable subject for excitement, — the ■prim.um mobile of 
all Amenean patriotism and activity, if we are to believe 
Ihe theories of the times, — could not be found, than this 
gentleman. Independence of situation had induixid in- 
fependence of thought ; study and investigation renderod 
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him oi'igiual find just, by simply exempting liim 'rom the 
influence of the passions ; and while hundreds were keonefj 
aoler in the exposition of subtJetiea, or more imposing with 
the mass, few were as often right, and none of less selfish- 
ness, than this simple-minded and upright gentleman. He 
loved his native land, while he saw and regretted its weak- 
nesses ; was its firm and consistent advocate abroad, withowl 
becoming its interested or mawkish flatterei' at home, and 
at all times, and in all situatloas, manifested that his hearl 
was where it ought to be. 

In many essentials, John BfRngham was the converse of 
all this. Of an intellect much more acute and vigojoua 
than that of hi^ cousin, he also possessed passions less 
under control, a will more stubborn, and prejudices thai 
oilen neutralized bis reason. His fathef had inherited most 
of the personal property of the family, and with this he had 
plunged into the vortex of monied speculation that succeed- 
ed the adoption of the new constitution, and verifying the 
truth of the sacred saying, that " where treasure is, there 
wdl the h«irt he also," he had entered warmly and blindly 
into all the factious and irreconcilable principles of parly, 
if such a word can properly be applied to rules of conduct 
that yary with llie interests of the day, and had adopted the 
current errors ivith which faction unavoidably poisons the 
mind. 

America was then much too young in her independence, 
and too insignificant in all eyes but her own, to reason and 
act for herself, except on points that pressed too obviously 
on her imjnediate concerns to be overlooked ; but the great 
social principles, — or it might be better to say, the great 
social interests, — that then distracted Euix)pe, produced 
quite as much sensation in that distant country, as at al! 
comported with a state of things that had so tittle practical 
connexion with the result. The Effingham family had 
started Federalists, ia the true meaning of the tertn ; for 
their education, native sense and principles, had a leaning 
;o order, good government, and the dignity of the counti-y; 
iut as factions became fiercer, and names got to be con- 
founded and contradictory, the landed branch settled down 
into what they thought were American, and the commercial 
branch into what might properly he termed English Fedo- 
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rilihls Wl do not mean that the father of John intended 
to be untiue to hU native land; but by following up the 
to_,ra 13 oi party he had reasoned himself into a sel of 
I ixims «hich, if they meant anything, meant everything 
i t that «hich had been solemnly adopted as the governing' 
1 rmciples of his own country, and many of which were 
d airetucally opposed to both il-s interests and its honour. 

John EtBngham had insensibly imbibed the sentiments of 
his particular sect, thougii the large fortune inherited from 
his lather had left him too independent to pursue tJie sinuous 
jwlicy of trade. He had permitted temiierament to act on 
prejudice to such an extent that he vindicated the right of 
England to force men from under the Amencau flag, a doc- 
ti'ine that his cousin was too simple-minded and clear-head- 
ed ever to ^itertain for an instant : and he was singularly 
ingenious in discovering hlunders in all the acts of the re- 
public, when they conflicted with the policy of Great Bfi- 
tain. In short, his talents were necessary, perhaps, to re- 
concile so much sophistry, or to render that reasonabfy 
plausible that was so fundamentally false. After the peace 
of 1816, John Efiingiiam went abroad for the second time, 
and he hurried through England with the eagerness of strong 
affection ; an affection that owed its existence even more to 
opposition than to settled notions of truth, or to natural li^. 
The result was disappointment, as happens nineteen times 
in twenty, and this solely because, in the zeal of a partisan 
he had fancied theories, and imagined results. Like the 
English radical, who rushes into America with a mind un- 
settled by impracticable dogmas, he experienced a reaction, 
and this chiefly because he found that men were not supe- 
rior to nature, and discovered so late in the day, what he 
might have known at starting, that particular causes must 
produce particular efiects. From this time, John Effingham 
became a wiser and a more moderate man ; though, as the 
shock had not been sufficiently violent to throw him back- 
ward on truth, or rather upon the opposing prejudices of 
another sect, the remains of the old notions were still to be 
discovered lingering in his opinions, and throwing a species 
of twilight shading over his mind ; as, in nature, the hues 
af evening and the shadows of the morning follow, or prs- 
cede, the light of th^ ^UQi 
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Under the inllueiice of tfiese latent prejudices, then, Jofir 
Effingham replied to the remarka of his cousin, and the 
discourse soon partook of the discursive character of all 
ttrgtimenta, in which the parties are not singularly clear- 
headed, and free from any other bias than that of truth. 
Nearly all joined in it, and half an hour was soon passed 
in settling the 'aw of nations, and the particuliir merits or 
demerit of the instance before them. 

It was a lovely night, and Mademoiselle Viefville and 
Eve walked the deck for exercise, the smoothness of tho 
water rendering the moment every way favonrahle. As 
has been already said, the common feeling in the escape 
of the new-married couple had broken the ice, and less 
restraint existed between the passengers, at thtj moment 
when Mr. Grab left the ship, than would have been the case 
at the end of a week, under ordinary circumstances. Eve 
Effingham had pa^ed her time since her eleventh year 
principnlly on the continent of Europe, and in the mixed 
intercourse that is compion to strangers in thai part of the 
world ; or, in other words, equally without the severe 
restraint that is usually iinposed there on the young of iier 
own sex, or without the extreme license that is granted to 
them at home. She came of a family too well toned to run 
into the extravagant freedoms that sometimes pass for easy 
manners io America, had she never quitted her father s 
house even : but her associations abroad had unavoidably 
imparled greater reserve to her ordinary deportment than 
the simpiicity of cis-Atlantic usages would have rendered 
indispensable in the most fastidious circles. With the usua. 
womanly reserves, she was natural and unembarrassed in 
her intercourse with the world, and she had been ftllowfjd 
to see so many different nations, that she had obtained a 
self-confidence that did her no injui-y, under the influence 
of an exemplary education, and great natural dignity of 
mind. Still, Mademoiselle Viefville, notwithstanding she 
had lost some of her own peculiar notions on the subject, by 
having passed so many years in an American family, was 
a little surprised at observing that Eve received the respect- 
ful advances of Mr. Sharp and Mr. Bltmt with less reserve 
•hail it was usual to her to manifest to entire strangers, 
mere listener, she anijwered several 
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reinaiks of the first, and once or twice she even laughed 
with him ojienlyat some absurdity of the consmittee of five. 
The cautious governess wondereiJ, but half disposed to fancy 
that there was bo more than the necessary freedom of a 
ship in it all, — for, like a true Frenchwoman. Mademoiselle 
Viefville had very vague notions of the secrets of the mighty 
deep — she permitted it to pass, confiding in the long-trieo 
taste and discretion of her charge- While. Mr. Sharp dis- 
coursed with Eve, who held her arm the while, she herself 
had fallen into an animated conversation with Mr. Blunt, 
who walked at her side, and who spoke her own languiiga 
so well, thai she at first set him down as a countryman, 
travelling under an English appellation, as anomde guerre- 
While this dialogiie was al its height of interest — for Paul 
Blunt discoursed with his companion of Paris and its excel- 
lencies with a skill that soon absorbed all her attention, 
" Paris, ce magnifique Paris," having almost as much in- 
fluence on the happiness of the governess, as it ^vas said to 
have had on that of Madame de Stael, Eve's companion 
dropped his voice to a tone that was rather confidential for 
a stranger, although it was perfectly respectful, and said, — 

" I have flattered myself, perhaps through the influence 
of self-love alone, that Miss Effingham has not so far for- 
gotten all whom she has met in her travels, as to think me 
an utter stranger." 

" Certainly not," returned Eve, with perfect simplicity 
and composure; "else would one of my faculties, that of 
memory, be perfectly useless. I knew you at a glance, and 
consider the worthy captain's introduction as so much 
finesse of breeding utterly thrown away," 

" I am equally gmtllied and vexed at all this ; gratified 
and infinitely flattered to find that I have not passed before 
your eyes like the common herd, who leave no traces of 
liven their features behind them ; and vexed at finding ray- 
self in a situation that, I fear, you fancy excessively ridic- 
ulous V 

" Oh, one hardly dare to attach such consequences to 
acts of young men, or young women either, in an age ds 
original as our own. I saw nothing particularly absurd 
but the introduction ; — and so many absurder have since 
DBSsed, that this is almost forgotten." 
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" And the name— V 

" — Is certainly a keen one. If I am n (t mistuken, vvher. 
we were in Italy you were content to let your servant beai 
it ; but, venturing among 8 people so Doled for sagacity as 
Iho Yankees, 1 suppose you have fancied it was necessary 
to go armed cap-d-pii." 

Both laughed lightly, as if they equally enjoyed the 
pleasantry, and then he resun.^d : 

"Bui I siocerely hope you do not impute improper mo- 
tives to the incognito 1" 

" I impute it to that which maises many young men run 
from Rome to Vienna, or from Vienna to Paris ; which 
causes you to sell the vis-a-ms to buy a dormevse; to know 
your friends to-day, and to forget them to-morrow ; or, in 
short, to do a hundred other things that can be accounted 
for on no other motive." 

" And this motive — V 

" — Is simply caprice." 

•' I wish I could persuade you to ascribe some betler rea- 
son to all ray conduct. Caii you think of notliing, in the 
present instance, less discreditable T' 

" Perhaps I can," Eve answered, after a moment of 
thought ; then laughing lightly again, she added, quickly,* 
" But I fear, in exonerating you from the charge of unmiti- 
gated caprice, 1 shall ascribe a reason that does little less 
credit to your knowledge." 

" This will appear in the end. Does Mademoiselle 
Viefville remember me, do you fancy V 

" It is impossible ; she was ill, you will remember, the 
three months we saw so much of you." 

"And youi fathei. Miss Effingham, — am I really for- 
gotten by him 1" 

" I am quite certain you aie not Ht never forget'^ a 
fece, whatever in this instanco rai^ hi^e befallen the 

"He lecened nu •■.€ coHh, ind so much like i total 
slrangej '" 

" He IS too well bied to recognise ii man who w ^he*- Ic 
be unknown, or to mdulge m exclamations of suipiise, ot 
ill dramatic starts He is more stable than a girl, more- 
over, and may teel less mdulgence to capiice " 
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" 1 fee! obliged to hia reserve ; for exposure would bi; ri 
3)ciiious,ajid so long as you and he alone know mo, 1 shall 
feel less awkward in the ship. 1 am certain neither will 

" Betray I" 

"Betray, discover, annihilate me if you will. Anything 
lb preferable to ridicule." 

"This touches a little on the caprice; hut. you flalCei 
youreelf with too much security ; you are known to one 
more besides my father, myself, and the honest man whom 
you have robbed of all his astoteaess, which I believe was 

" For pity's salce, who cao it be 1" 

" The worthy Nanny Bidley, my whilom nurse, and ac- 
tual femme de chambre. No ogre wag ever more vigilan 
on his ward than the faith&i Nanny, and it is vain to sup- 
pose she does not recall your features." 

" But ogres someliraes sleep ; recollect how many have 
been overcome in that situation." 

Eve smiled, but shook her head. She was about to as- 
sure Mr. Sharp of the vanity' of his belief, when an excla- 
mation from her governess diverted the attention of both, 
and before either had time to speak again, Mademoiselle 
turned Co them, and-said vapidly in French — 

" I assure you, mo ckire, I should have mistajjen mon- 
sieur for a compairiote by his language, were it not for a 
single heinous fault that he has just committed." 

" Which fault you will suffer me to inquire into, that 1 
may hasten to correct it!" asked Mr. Blunt. 

" Mais, monsieur, you speak too perfectly, too grammati- 
cally, for a native. You do not take the liberties with the 
language that one who feels he owns it thinks he has a righl 
to do. It is the fault of too much correctness." 

" And a fault it easily becomes, I thank you for the 
hint, mademoiselle ; but as I am now going where little 
French will be heard, it is pi-obable it wifl soon be lost in 
greater mistakes," 

The two then turned away again, and continued the dia- 
ogue that had been interrupted by this trifling. 

" There may also be one more to whom you are known," 
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continued Eve, as soon as the vivacity of the disi 

the others satisfied her the remark wouid not be heard. 

" Surely, yow cannot mean him ?" 

" Surely, I do mean him. Are you quite ceriain thai 
'Mr. Sharp, Mr. Blunt; Mr. Blunt, Mr. Sharp,' never saw 
each other before?" 

. " I think not until the moment we entered the boat in com- 
pany. He Is a gentlemanly young man ; he seems even 
to be more, and one would not be apt to forget him. He is 
altogether superior to the rest of the set : do you not agree 
with me?" 

Eve made no answer, probably because she thought her 
companion was not sufficiently intimate to interrogate her 
on the subject of her opinions of others. Mr. Sharp had 
too much knowledge of the world not to perceive the little 
mistake he had made, and afler begging the young lady, 
with a ludicrous deprecation of her mercy, not to betray 
him, he changed the converaation with the tact of a man 
who saw that the discourse could not be continued without 
assuming a confidential character tliat Eve was indisposed 
to permit. Luckily, a pause in the discourse between the 
governess and her colloquist permitted a happy turn to the 
conversation. 

" I believe y.ju are an American, Mr. Blunt," he remark- 
ed ; " and as I am an Englishman, we may be fairly pitted 
against each other on this important question of interna- 
tional law, and about which I hear our worthy captair 
flourishing extracts from Vattei as familiarly as household 
terms. I hope, at least, you agree with me in thinking that 
when the sioop-of-war comes up with us, it will be verv 
silly on our part to make any objections to being boarded 
by hert" 

" I do not know that it is at all necessary I should be an 
American to give an opinion on such a point," returned the 
young man he addi-essed, courteously, though he smiled to 
himself as ho answered — " For what is right, is right, quite 
independent of nationality. It really does appear to me 
thai a pul)lic-arnied vessel ought, in war or peace, to have 
a right to ascertain the character of all merchant-ships, at 
cast on the coast of the country to which the cruisers 
belong, Without this power, it is not easy to see in wlial 
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manner they can seize smugglers, capture pnaU-s, or othei 
wise enforce the objects foi which such vessels aie usualiy 
sent to sea, in the absencf of positive hostilities " 

" I am happy to find j ou a^ieeing with me, then, in tho 
legality of the doctrine of the nght of search " 

Paul Blunt again smiled, and E*e, as ahe caught a 
glimpse of his fine countenance in turning m their short 
walk, fancied there was a concealed pnde of leason in the 
expre^ion. Still he aosweied as niildlj and quietly as 
before. 

" The right of search, certamlv, to attain tlie^e enda, but 
to attain no more. If nations denounce pnacy, for instance, 
and employ especial agents to defect and overcome the free- 
booters, there is reason in according to these agents all the 
rights that are requisite to the discharge of theduties : but, 
in conceding this much, I do not see that any authority is 
iicquired beyond that which immediately belongs to the par- 
ticular service to be performed. If we give a man permis- 
sion to enter our house to look for thieves, it does not fol- 
low that, because so admitied, he has a right to exurcise 
any other function. I do believe that the ship in chase of 
lis, as a public cruiser, ought to be allowed to board this 
vessel ; but finding nothing contrary to the laws of nations 
about her, that ahe will have no power to detain or other- . 
wise molest her. Even the right I concede ought to be 
cxerased in good faith, and without vexatious abuses." 

" But, surely, you must think that in carrying olT a refu- 
gee from justice we have placed ouraelves in the wrong, 
and cannot object, as a principle, to the poor man's being 
taken back again into the country from which he has 
escaped, however mucli we may pity the hardships of the 
particular case?" 

"I much question if Captain Truck will be disposed to 
reason so vaguely. In the first place, he will be apt to say- 
that his ship was regularly cleared, and that he had autho- 
rity to sail ; that in permitting the officer to search his ves- 
sel, while in Bi'itiah waters, he did all that could be 'required 
of him, the law not compelling him to he either a hailifl^ or 
nn informer ; that the process issued was to take Davis, iind 
not to detain the Monfauk ; that, once out of British waters, 
Annerican law governs, and the English functionary became 
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an intruder of whom he had every right to rid himself, nnd 
tJiat the pro esa by which he got his power to act at all 
became impotent the instant it wai without the jurisdiction 
under whii,h it was gunted " 

" 1 think you will fmd the capt-un of jonder rruiser in- 
disposed to admit this doctrine " 

" That IS not impossible , men often pretening abuses to 
being thwartel m their wishes But the captain of yonder 
cruiser might as well go on board a foreign vessel of war, 
and pretend lo a right to command her, in virtue of the 
commission by which he commanils his own ship, as to 
pretend to find reason or law in doing wliat you seem to 

" I rejoice to hear that the poor man cannot now be torn 
from his wife 1" exclaimed Eve. 

" You then incline to the doctrine of Mr. Blunt, Miss 
Effingham 1" observed the other controversialist a little re- 
proachfully. " 1 fear you make it a national question." 

" Perhaps I have done what all seem to have done, per- 
mitted sympathy to get the better of reason. And yet it 
would require strong proof to persuade me that villanous- 
looking attorney was engaged in a good cause, and that 
meek and warm-hearted wife in a bad one I" 

Both the gentlemen smiled, and both turned to the fair 
speaker, as if inviting her to proceed. But Eve checked 
lierself, having already said more than became her, in her 
own opinion. 

" I had hoped to find an ally in you, Mr. Blunt, to sus- 
tain the claim of Ekigland to seize her own seamen when 
found on board of vessels of another nation," resumed Mr. 
Sharp, when a respectful pause had shown both the young 
men that they need expect nothing more "from Iheir fair 
companion ; " but I fear I must set you down as belonging 
In those who wish to see the power of England reduced, 
coiiie qui co&le" 

This was received as it wiis meant, or as a real opinion 
veiled under pleasantry. 

" I certainly do not wish tf> see her power maintained, 
coilte qiA cobte" returned the other, laughing ; " and in 
this opinion, I believe, \ may clitim both these ladies as 
allies." 
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" Certainement /" esclaimed Mademoiselle Viefville, who 
wag a living proof that the feelings created by centuries of 
aiiimosify are not to be subdued by a few flourishes of 
iho pen, 

" Aa for me, Mr. Sharp," added Eve, " you may sup- 
pose, being an American girl, I cannot subscribe to tho 
right of any country to do us injustice ; but I beg you wilt 
not include me among those who wish to sec the .and of 
my ancestors wronged, in aught that she may rightfullj 
claim as her due." 

" This is powerful support, and I shall rally to the res- 
cue. Seriously, then, will you allow me to inquire, sir, if 
you think the right of England to the services of her sea- 
men can be denied V 

" " Seriously, then, Mr. Sharp, you must permit me to asiv 
f you mean by force, or by reason V 
" By'the latter, certainly." 

"I think you have taken the weak side of the English 
argument ; the nature of the service that the subject, or 
the citizen, as it is now the fashion to say at Paris, made- 
moiselle — " 

" — Tant pis," muttered the governess. 
" — Owes his government," continued the young man 
slightly glancing at Eve, at the interruption, " is purely a 
point of internal regulation. In England there is compul- 
sory service for seamen wiihout restriction, or what is 
much the same, without an equal protection ; in France, il 
is compulsory service on a general plan ; in America, as 
respects seamen, the service is still voluntary." 

" Your pardon ; — will the institutions of America permit 
impressment at alH" 

" I should think, not Indiscriminate impressment ; though 
1 do not see why laws might not be enacted to compel drafts 
for the ships of wai', as Tvel! as for the army ; but this is a 
[toint that some of the professional gentlemen on board, if 
here be any such, might heifer answer than myself." 

" The skill with which yoii have touched on these sub 
■pets to-night, had made me hope to have found such a one 
in you ; for to a traveller, it is always desirable to enter a 
country with a little preparation, and a ship might offer aa 
much temptation to teach as to learn." 
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" If you suppose me an American laroyer, yoti give me 
credit for more tbaii I can lay claim fo." 

As he liesitaled. Eve wondered whether the slight em- 
phasis he had laid on the two words we have italicised, was 
heaviest oa that which denoted the couDtry, or on that 
which denoted the profession 

" I have been much m Araeiica, and have paid a htlle 
attention to the mstitutions, but should be sony to mislead 

Siu into the belipf that I am at'all infallible cii such points," 
r. Blunt contmtied 

" You were about to touch on irapressnipnt " 
" Simply to say that it is a anumcipal national power , 
one in no degree dependent on geneial principles, and that 
it can properly be exercised m no situation in which the 
exercise of muniupal oi national powers is forbidden I 
can believe that this power may be exeicised on board Ame- 
rican ships in British waters — or at least, that it is a more 
plausible right in such situations ; but 1 cannot think it can 
be rightfully exercised anywhere else. I do not think Eng- 
land would submit to such a practice an hour, reversing th& 
case, and admitting her present strength : and an appeal of 
this sort is a pretty good test of a principle." 

" Ay, ay, what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the 
gander, as Vottel says," interrupted Captain Truck, who 
had overheard the last speech or two: " not that he says 
this in so many words, but then, he has the sentiment at 
large scattered throughout his writings. For that matter, 
there is little that can be said on a subject that he does not 
put before his readers, as plainly as Benchy Head lies 
before the navigator of the British Channel. With Bow- 
ditch and Vattel, a man might sail round the globe, and 
little fear of a bad landfall, or a mistake in principles. My 
present object is to tell you, ladies, that the steward has 
reported the supper in waiting for the honour of your pre- 

Before quitting the deck, the party inquired into the stale 
of the chase, and the probable intentions of the sloop-of- 

" We are now on the gi'eat highway of nations," re- 
iuTiind Mr. Ti-uck, " and it is my intention to travel il 
without jostling, or being jostled. As for the sloop, she 
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is slancling out under a press ol canvas, and we aie 
standing from iier, jn nearly a ■straight line, lo like cir 
cumstances. She is some eight oi ten miles astern oi iia, 
ncd there is an old saying among seamen that 'a stein 
chase in a long chase.' I do not think our case 19 ihout to 
make an exception to the rule. I shall not pretend to "^ay 
what will be the upshot of the mattei , but theie la not the 
ship in the British navy that can sfiio ten miles on the 
Hontauk, in her present trim, and with this bieeze, in as 
many hours ; ao we are quit of her fot the present " 

The last words were uttered just as Eve put her foot on 
the btpp to descend into the cabin. 



The life of a packet steward is one of incessant mixing 
and washing, of interrogations and compoundings, all in a 
space of about twelve feet square. These functionaries, 
usually clever mulattoes who have caught the civilisation 
of the kitchen, are busy from morning till night in their 
cabins, preparing dishes, issuirkg orders, regulating courses, 
starting corks, and answering questions, Apaftiy is the 
great requisite for the station; for wo betide the wretch ivho 
fancies any modicum of zea!, or good nature, can alone fit 
him for the occupation. From the moment the ship sails 
uiiti. that in which a range of the cable is overhauled, or 
the chain is rowseci up in readiness to anchor, no smile 
illumines his fiice, no tone issues from his voice while on 
duty, but that of dogged routine — of submission lo those 
above, or of snarling authority to those beneath him. As 
the hour for the " drink gelt," or " buona mana," an- 
proaches, however, he becomes gracious and smiling. On 
"lis first appearancii in the pantry of a morning, he has a 
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regula series of questions to answer, and for which, hkc 
the dutiful Zisluco, who wrote all his ietbsrs to his mother 
on the same day, varying the dates to suit the progress 
of time, he not unfrequeatly has a regular set of answers 
nut and dried, in his gasti-onomical mind. " How's the 
wind?" "How'a the weather?" " How's her head ?" all 
addressed to this standing almanack, are mere matters 
of courae, for which he ia quite prepared, though it is by no 
means unusual to hear him ordering a subordinate to go on 
deck, after the answer is given, with a view to ascertain ih"' 
fects. It is only when the voice of the captain is heara 
from his state-room, that he conceives himself bound to be 
very particular, though such is the tact of all connected 
with ships, that they instinctively detect the " know no- 
things," who are uniformly treated with an indifference 
suited to their culpable ignorance. Even tlie " old salt" on 
the forecEistle has an instinct for a brother tar, though a 
passenger, and a due respect is paid to Neptune in an- 
swering his inquiries, while half the time the maiden 
traveller meets with a grave equivoque, a marvel, or a 
downright mystification. 

On the first morning out, the steward of the Montauk 
commenced the dispensation of his news ; for no sooner 
was he heard rattling the glasses, and shuffling plates in 
the pantry, than the attack was begun by Mr. Dodge, in 
whom " a laudable thirst after knowledge," as exemplified 
in putting questions, was rather a besetting principle. This 
gentleman had cOme out In the ship, as has been mentioned, 
and unfortunately for the interest of his propensity, not 
only the steward, but all on board, hud, as it is expressed 
in slang language, early taken the measure of his foot. 
The result of his present application was the following 
brief dialogue. 

" Steward," called out Mr, Dodge, liirough the blinds 
of his state-room ; " whereabouts are wo V' 

" In the British Channel, air." 

" I might have guessed that, myself." 

" So I s'pose, sir ; nobody is better at guessing and di- 
wining than Mr. Dodge." 

" But in what pirt of the Channel are we, Saunders J" 

■■* About the middle, sir." 
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" How far have we come to night ■**' 

" From Portsmouth Roads to this place, sir." 

Mr. Dodge was satisfied, and the ste^vard, who wou.d 
not have dared to be so explicit with any other cabin-pas- 
senger, continued coolly to mix an omelette. The next at- 
tack was made from the same room, by Sir George Tem- 
plomor.. 

" Steward, my good fellow, do you happen to know 
whereabouts we are?" 

" Certainly, sir; the land is still werry obwious." 

" Are we getting on cleverly ?" 

''Niceli/, sir;" with a mincing emphasis on the first 
word, that betrayed there was a little waggery about the 
grave-looking mulatto. 

" And the sloop-of-war, steward?" 

" Nicely too, sir." 

There was a shuffling in the state-room, followed by a 
silence. The doof of Mr. Sharp's room was now opened 
an inch or two, and the following questions issued through 
the crevice : 

"Is the wind favourable, steward?" 

" Ji^st her chai-acter, sir." 

" Do you mean that the wind is favourable V 

"For the Montauk, sir; she's a persuader in this 
breeze." 

" But is she going in the direction we wish V 

" If the gentleman wishes to perambulate America, it is 
probable he will get there with a little patience." 

Mr. Sharp puUed-to his door, and ten minutes passed 
without further questions ; the steward beginning to hope 
the morning catechism was over, though he grumbled a 
wish that gentlemen would " turn out" and take a look for 
themselves. Now; up to this moment, Saunders knew no 
more, than those who had just been questioning him of the 
0!irticular situation of the ship, in which he floaled as indif- 
ferent to"the whereabouts and the winds, as men sail in the 
e.irlh along its orbit, without bethinking them of parallaxes, 
nudes, ecliptics, and solstices. Aware that il was about 
iime for the captain to be heard, he sent a subordinate on 
deck, with a view to be ready to meet the usual questions 
fnim his commanded. A couple of minutes were aufficienl 
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]o pul him au courant of the real state of things. The uos. 
door that opened was that of Paul Blunt, hoivever, whc 
thrust his head into the cabin, with all bia dark curls in the 
confusion of a night scene. 

" Steward !" 

" Sir." 

" How's the vvmd 1" 

" Quite exhilarating, sir." 

" From what quarter?" 

" About south, sir." 

"la fhei-e raucliof it?" 

" A prewailing breeze, sir." 

"And the sloop?" 

" She's to leeward, sir, operating along as fast as she 
can." 

"Steward!" 

" Sir," stepping hurriedly out of iiis pantry, in order to 
hear more distinctly. 

" Under what sail are we V 

" Topgallant sails, air." 

" How's her head ?" 

" West-south-west, sir." 

" Delicious I Any news of the rover?" 

" Hull down to leeward, sir, and on our quarter." 

" Staggering along, eh ?" 

" Quite like a disguised person, sir." 

" Better still. Hurry along that breakfast of yours, sir ; 
1 am as hungry as a Troglodyte." 

The honest captain had caught this word from a rec«nt 
treatise against agrarianism, and having an acquired taste 
for orders in one sense, at least, he flattered himself with 
being what is called a Conservative ; in iilher words, he had 
a strong relish for that maxim of the Scotch freebooter, 
which is rendered into English by the comely aphorism ot 
' keep what you've got, and get what you can." 

A cessation of the interrogatories look place, and soon 
afier the passengers- bt^an to appear in the cabin, one by 
one. Ah the first step is almost invariably to go on deck, 
especially in good weather, in a few minutes nearly all of 
the last night's party were again assembled in the open air, 
a balm that none can appreciate but thdfe who have expo 
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ricnwid the pent afmosphere of a crowded vessel. The 
steward had rendered a faithful account of the state of tlis 
weather to the captain, who was now seen standing in the 
ma in -rigging, looking at the clouds to windward, and at the 
sloop-i*l-wur to leeward, in the knowing maEoer of one who 
was making comparisons materially to the disadvantage ol 
the latter. 

The day was fine, and the Montauk, bearing het canvas 
nobly, was, to use the steward's language, also staggering 
along, under everything that would draw, from her topgal- 
hinl-sails down, with the wind near two points forward of 
the beam, or oa an easy bowline. As there was but little 
sea, her rate was quite nine knots, though varying with the 
force of the wind. The cruiser had certainly followed them 
thus far, though doubts began to be entertained whether she 
was in chase, or merely bound like themselves to the west- 
ward ; a course common to alt Vessels that wish to clear 
the Channel, even when it is intended to go south, as the 
rocks and tides of the French coast are inconvenient neigh- 
bours in long nights. 

" Who knows, after all, that the cutler which tried to 
board us," aaked the captain aloud, " belongs to the ship to 
leeward f" 

" I know the boat, sir," answered the second mate; "and 
the ship is the Foam." 

" Let her foam away, then, if she wishes to speak us. 
Has any one tried her bearings since daylight?" 

" We set her by the compass at six o'clock, sir, and she 
has not varied her hearing, as far as from one belaying pin 
to another, in three hours ; but her hull rises fast : you can 
now make out her ports, and at daylight the bottom of het 
courses dipped." 

" Ay, ay, she is a light-going Foam, then ! If that is 
itie case, she will be alongside of us by night." 

" In which event, captain, you will be obliged to give him 
a broadside of Vattei," threw in John Effingham, in his 

" If that will answer his errand, he is welcome to as 
much as he can carry. I begin to doubt, gentlemen, whe- 
ther this fellow be not in earnest ; in which case you may 
nave an opportunity of witnessing how ships are handled, 
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"vlen seamen have their munagement. I have ao obJRctioi, 
•o sslting the experience of a poor come-and-go sort of & 
fellow, like myself, in opposition to the geometry and 
Hamilton Moore of a young man-of-war's- man. 1 dare 
say, now, yonder chap is a lord, or a lord's progeny, while 
poor Jack Truck is just. as you see him." 

" Do you not think half-an-hour of compliance on oui 
part might bring the matter to an amicable conclusion a 
once?" said Paul Blunt. " Were we to run down to him, 
the object of his pursuit could be determined in a few 
minutes." 

" What I and abandon poor Davia to the rapacity of that 
rascally attorney?" generously exclaimed Sir George Tem- 
plemore. " I would prefer paying the port-charges myseif, 
run into the handiest French poll, and let the honest fellow 
escape !" 

" There is no probability that a cruiser would attempt to 
take a mere debtor from a foreign vessel on the open sea," 

" If there were no tobacco in the world, Mr. Blunt, I 
might feel disposed to waive the categories, and show the 
gentleman that courtesy," relumed the captain, who was 
preparing smother cigar. " But while the cruiser might net 
feel authorised to take an absconding debtor from this ves- 
sel, he might feel othen.vise on the subject of tobacco, pro- 
vided there has been an information for smuggling." 

Captain Truck then explained, that the subordinates of 
the packets frequently got their ships into trouble, by taking 
adventures of the forbidden weed clandestinely into Euro- 
pean ports, and that his ship, in such circumstances, would 
lose her place in the line, and derange. all the plans of' the 
company to which she belonged. He did the English 
government the justice to say, that it had always mani- 
fested a liberal disposition not to punish (he innocent for the 
guilty ; but were any such complaints actually in the wind, 
he thought he could settle it with much less loss to himself 
on his return, than on the day of sailing. While this ex- 
planation was delivered, a group had clustered round the 
speaker, leaving Eve and her party on the opposite side of 
the deck, 

" This last speech of Mr. Blunt's quite unsettles my opin 
ion of hLs national character, as Vattel and our worthy 
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capiain would say," remarked Mr. Sharp. " Last nighf, I 
set him down as a riglit loyal American ; but I think it 
would not be natural for a thorough -going countryman of 
yours, Misa Effingham, to propose this act of courtesy to a 
cruiser of King William." 

" How far any countrymen of mine, thorough -going or 
not, have reason to manifest extreme courtesy to any of 
your cruisers," Eve laughingly replied, " 1 shall leave Cap- 
tain Truck to say. But, with you, I have long fceen at a 
loss to determine whether Mr. Blunt is an Englishman or 
an American, or indeed, whether he be either." 

" Long, Miss Effingham ! He then has the honour of 
being well known to you V 

Eve answered steadily, though the colour mouoted to her 
crow; but whether from the impetuous exclamation of her 
companion, or from any feeling connected with the subject 
of their conversation, the young man was at a loss to dis- 
cover, 

"Long, as girls of twenty count time — some four or five 
j'ears ; but you may judge how well, when I tell you I am 
Ignorant of his country even." 

" And may 1 venture to ask which do you, yourseif, give 
him credit for being, an American or an Englishman?" 

Eve's bright eyes laughed, as she answered, " You have 
put the question with so much fipesse, and with a politeness 
so well managed, that I should indeed be churlish to refuse 
an answer: — Nay, do not interrupt me, and spoil all the 
good you have done by unnecessary protestations of sin- 

" Al! I wish to say is, to ask an explanation of a finesse, 
of which I am quite as innocent as of any wish to draw 
down upon myself the visitations of your displeasure." 

"Do you, then, really conceive it a credit to he an 
American V 

" Nobody of less modesty than yourself. Miss Effing- 
ham, under all the circumstances, would dream of asking 
the question." 

" I thank you for the civility, which must be taken as it 
is olTered, I presume, quite as a thing en rigle ; but to leave 
our fine opinions of each' other, as well as our prejudices, 
wit of the question — " 
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"You wit! excuse me if I object to this, for I feel my 
f^ood sense implicated. You can hardly attribute to me 
opinioils so utterly unreasonable, so unworthy of a gentle- 
man — so unlbuniJed, in aliortl Am I not incurring all the 
risks and hardships of a long sea- voyage, expressly to visit 
your great country, and, I trust, to improve by its example 
and society ?" 

" Since you appear to wish it, Mr. Sharp — " Eve glam^eii 
her playful eye up at him as she pronounced the name — " 1 
will be as cr^ulous as a believer in animal magnetism : and 
that, I fancy, is pushing credulity to the verge of reasun. 
It is now settled between us, that you do conceive it an 
honour to be an American, bora, educated, and by extrac- 

" All of which being the case with Miss Effingham." 

" All but the second ; indeed, they write me fearful things 
concerning this European education of mine; some even 
go so far as to assure me I shall be quite unfitted to live in 
the society to which I properly belong!" 

" Europe will be rejoiced to receive you back again, in 
that case ; and no European more so than myself." 

The beautifitl colour deepened a little on tho cheek of 
Eve, but she made no immediate reply. 

" To return to our subject," she at length said ; " Were 
I required to say, 1 should not be able to decide on the coun- 
try of Mr. Blunt ; nor have I ever met with any one who 
appeared to know. I saw him first in Glermany, where ha 
circulated in the best company; though no one seemed 
acquainted with his history, even there. He made a good 
figure ; was quite at his ease ; spealts several languages 
almost as well as the natives of the different countries them- 
selves ; and, altc^elher, was a subject of curiosity with 
those who had leisure to think of any thing but their own 
dissipation and folly." 

Mr, Sharp listened with obvious gravity to Ihe fair speaker, 
and had not her own eyes been fastened on the deck, she 
might have d<!tected the lively interest betrayed in his. 
Perhaps the feeling which was at the bottom of all this, to 
a slight degree, influenced his answer. 

" Quite an Admirable Crichton !" 

" i do not say that, though certainlv expert in tonguts, 
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My own rambiing life has made me acquainled with a few 
languftges, and I do assure you, this gentleman speaks three 
i>r four with almost equal readiness, and with no perteptibia 
accent. I remember, at Vienna, many even believed him 
to be a German." 

" What ! with the name of Blunt V 

Eve smiled, and her companion, who silently watched 
every expression of her varying countenance, as if to' read 
her thoughts, noted it. 

" Names signify little in these migratory limes," returned 
the young lady. "You have but to imagine a von before 
it, and it would pass at Dresden, or at Berlin. Von Blunt, 
de.r Edelgeborne Graf Von Blvnt, Hofralh — or if you like 
it better, Gekeimer Rath mit Excellent, tmd cure Gnaden." 

"Or, Baw-Ber^-Veg-Ijispector-Siibstitut !" added Mr. 
Sharp, laughing. " No, no ! this will hardly pass. Blunt 
is a good old English name; but it has not finesse enough 
for Italian, German, Spanish, or anything else ' but John 
Bull and his family." 

" I see no necessity, for my part, for all this Bluntishness ; 
the gentleman may think frankness a good travelling 
quality." 

" Surely, he has not concealed his real name 1" 

"Mr. Sharp, Mr. Blunt; Mr. Blunt, Mr. Sharp;" re- 
joined Eve, laughing until her bright eyes danced with plea- 
sure. " There would be something ridiculous, indeed, in 
seeing so much of the finesse of a master of ceremonies 
subjected to so profound a mystification ! I have been told 
(hat passing introductions amount to little among you men, 
and this would be a case in point." 

" I would 1 dared ask if it be really so," 

" Were I to be guilty of indiscretion in anotheT's case, 
you would Dot fail to distrust me in your own. I am, more- 
over, a proteslojit, and abjure auricular confessions." 

" You will not frown if I inquire whether the rest of your 
party remember him ?" 

" My father. Mademoiselle Viefville, and the excellent 
Nanny Sidley, again ; but, I think, none other of the ser- 
vants, as he never visited us. Mr- John Effingham was 
travelling in Egypt at the time, and did not see him at all, 
nnd we only met In general society ; Nanny's acquaintance 
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W(u mevely that oF seeing him check his horse in the Pra 
ler, <o speak to us of a moming," 

' ("oor fellow, I pity him ; he has, at least, never had Iho 
hfLpi-iness of alrolling oq the shores of Como and the 
islands of Laggo Maggiore in your company, or of study- 
ing me wonders of the Pitti and the Vatican." 

" if I must confess all, he journeyed with us on foot and 
in boats an entire month, among the wonders of the Ober- 
land, and across the Wallenstadt. This was at a time 
when we had no one with us but the regular guides and the 
German courier, who was discharged in London." 

" Were it not for the impropriety of tampering with a 
servant, I would cross the deck and question your good 
Nanny, thb moment !" said Mr, Sharp with playfiil 
menitce. " Of all torture, that of suspense is the hardest 
to be borne," 

" 1 grant you full permission, and acquit you of all sins, 
whether of disrespect, meanness, impertinence, ungentle- 
manlike practices, or any other vice that may be thought 
to attend and characterize the act." 

• This formidable array of qualities would clieck the 
curiosity of a village gossip !" 

• It has an effect I did not intend, then ; I wish you to put 
your threat in execution." 

' Not seriously, surely 1" 

'■ Never more so. Take a favourable moment to speak 
to tne good soul, as an old acquaintance; she remembers 
you well, and by a little of that interrogating management 
you possess, a favourable opportunity may occur to bring 
in the other subject. In the mean time, I will glance over 
tne pages of this book." 

As Eve began to read, Mr. Sharp perceived she was in 
earnest, and hesitating a moment, in doubt of the projiriety 
of the act, he yielded to her expressed desire, and strolled 
carelessly .towards the faithfli! old domestic. He addressed 
her mdiffirentlyat first, until believing he might go further, 
he smilingly observed that he believed he had seen her in 
Italy, T\i this Nanny quietly assented, and when he indi- 
rectly added that it was under another name, she smiled, 
but merely iotiraated her consciousness of the fact, by b 
|uick glance of the eye. 
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" You know [hat travellers assume names for the safcii 
of avoiding curiosity," he added, " and I hope you will nol 
betray me." 

' You need not fear me, sir ; I meddle with little besides 
my own duty, and so long as Miss Eve appears to think 
Ihere is no haiin in it, I will venture to say it is no more 
than a gentleman's caprice." 

" Why, that is the very word she applied to it herself! 
You have caught the term from Miss Effingham." 

" Well, sir, and if I have, it is caught from one who deals 
little harm to any." 

" I believe I am not the only one on board who travels 
under a false name, if the truth were known ?" 

Nanny looked first at the deck, then at her interrogator's 
fece, next towards Mr. Blunt, withdrawing her eye again, 
as if guilty of an indiscretion, and finally at the sails. Per- 
ceiving her embarrassment, respecting her discretion, and 
ashamed of the task he had undertaken, Mr. Sharp said a 
few civil things suited to the condition of the woman, and 
sauntering about the deck for a short time, to avoid suspi- 
cion, soon found himself once more alongside of Eve. The 
latter inquired with her eyes, a little exultingly perhaps, 
concerning his success. 

" I have failed," he said ; 'i^ut something must be 
ascribed to my own awkward diffidence ; for there is so 
much meanness in tampering with a servant, that 1 had not 
the heart to push my questions, even while 1 am devoured 
by curiosity." 

'^ Your fastidiousness is not a disease with which all on 
board are afflicted, for there is at least one grand inquisitor 
among us, by what I can learn ; go take heed to your sins, 
and above all, be very guarded of old letters, marks, and 
other tell-tales, that usually expose impostors." 

"To all that, I believe, sufficient care has already been 
hEid, by that other Dromio, my own man." 

" And in what way do you share the name between you? 
Is it Dromio of Syracuse, and Dromio of Ephesus ? or does 
John call himself Fitz- Edward, or Mortimer, or De 
Courcy V 

'' He has complaisance enough to make the passage with 
aothing but a Christian name, I believe. In truth, it was 
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Dy a mere aocident that I turned usurper in this way. He 
took the state-room for me, and being required to give » 
name, he gave his own, as usual. When I went to the 
docks to look at the ship, I was saluted as Mr. Sharp, and 
then the conceit took me of trying how it would wear for 
a month or six weeks. I would give the world to know if 
the Geheimer Rath got his cognomen in the same honest 
manner," 

" I think not, as his man goes by the pungent title of 
Pepper. Unless poor John should have occasion for two 
names during the passage, you are reasonably safe. And 
still, I think," continued Eve, biting her lips, like one who 
deliberated, " if it were any longer polite to bet, Mr. John 
Ertingham would hazard ail the French gloves in his trunks, 
against ail the English finery in yours, that the inquisitor 
just hinted at gets at your secret before we arrive. Perhaps 
I ought rather to say, ascertains that you are not Mr. Sharp, 
and that Mr. Blunt "is." 

Her companion entreated her to point out the person to 
whom she had given the sobriquet she mentioned. 

" Accuse me of giving nicknames to no one. The man 
has this title from Mademoiselle ViefviLle, and his own great 
deeds. It is a certain Mr. Steadfast Dodge, who, it seems, 
knows something of us, from the circumstance of living in 
.he same county, and who, from knowing a little in this 
comprehensive manner, is desirous of knowing a great deal 

" The natural result of all useful knowledge." 

" Mr. John EfRngham, who is apt to fling sarcasms at 
all lands, his native country included, aflirms that this gen- 
tleman is but a fair specimen of many more It will be our 
fortune to meet in America. If so, we shall not long be 
strangers ; for according to Mademoiselle Viefville and my 
good Nanny, he has already communicated to them a thou- 
sand interesting particulars of himself, In exchange for 
which he asks no more than the reasonable compensation 
of having all his questions ooncerning us truly answered," 

" This is certainly alarming intelligence, and I shall take 
heed accordingly." . 

" If he discover that John is without a surname, I am fai 
from certain he will not prepare to have him arraigned for 
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(i high criiup or misdemeanour ; for Mr John Effingham 
Qtaius thai the besetting propensity of all this class is 
to divine the worst the moment their ima^nationa cease to 
be fed witij ficts. All is false with Ihem, and it is flattery 
or accuaaticn." 

The approach of Mr. Blunt caused a cessation of the dis- 
course. Eve betrajdflg a alight degree of sensitiveness about 
admitting him to share in these little asides, a circumstance 
that her companion observed, not without satisfaction. The 
discourse now became general, the person who joined them 
amusing the others with an account of several proposals 
iilroady made by Mr. Dodge, which, as he expressed it, in 
making tlie vekiion, manifested the strong community- 
e,haL-acteristics of an American. The first proposition was 
lo lake a vote to ascertain whether Mr. Van Buren oi- Mr. 
Harrison was the greatest favourite of the passengers ; and, 
on this being defeated, owing to the total ignorance of so 
many on board of both the parties ho had named, ho had 
suggested tfie espedi«icy of establishing a society to ascer- 
tain daily the precise position of the ship. Captain Truck 
hod thi'own cold water oa the last proposal, however, by 
adding to it what, among legislators, is called a " rider;" 
ho having drily suggested that one of the duties of the said 
society should be to ascertain also the practicability of 
wading across the Atlantic. 



CHAPTER VII. 



pe than we desHve, or I cspecL 



These conversations, however, were mcjc i.j/.mjutio ^i 
ihe great business of the passage. Throughout the mom 
ing, the master was busy m rating his mates, giving sharp 
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reprimands to the stewards and cooks, overhaulinj; the log 
line, introducing the passengers, seeing to the stowage of 
the anchors, in getting down the signal-pole, throwing in 
touches of Vattel, and otherwise superintending duty, and 
dispensing opinions. All this time, the cat in the grass does 
not watch the bird that hops aloeg the ground with keener 
vigilance than he kept his eye on the Foam. To an ordi- 
nary obsetver, the two ships presented the familiar spec- 
tacle of vessels sailing in the same direction, with a very 
equal rale of speed; and as the course was that necessai-j 
to ciear the Chaanel, most of the passengers, and, indeed, 
the greater part of the crew, began to think the cruiser, 
like themselves, was merely bound to the westward. Mr. 
Truck, on the contrary, judging by signs and movements 
that more naturally suggested themselves to one accustomed 
to direct the evolutions of a ship, and to reason on their 
objects, than to the mere subjects of his will, thought differ- 
ently. To him, the motive of the smallest change on hoard 
the sloop-of-war was as intelligible as if it had been ex- 
plained in words, and he even foresaw many that were 
about to take place. Before noon, the Foam had got fairly 
abeam, and Mr. Leach, pointing out the circumstance, ob- 
served, that if her wish was to overhaul them, she ought 
then to tack ; it being a rule among seamen, that the pur- 
suing vessel should turn to windward as often as she foutid 
herself nearest to her chase. But the experience of Cap- 
tain Ti-uck taught him better ; the tide was setting into the 
Channel on the flood, and the wmd enabled both ships to 
lake the current on their lee-bows, a power that forced them 
up to windward ; whereas, by tacking, the Foam would 
receive the force of the stream on her weather broadside, 
nearly so, as to sweep her farther astern ihan her 
ence in speed could easily repair. 
" She has the heels of us, and she weathers on us, as it 
is," grumbled the master ; " and that might satisfy a man 
less modest. I have led the gentleman such a tramp already 
that he will be in none of the best humours when he comes 
alongside, and we may make up our minds on seeing Ports- 
mouth again before we see New- York, unless a slant of 
wind, or Ihti night, aerve us a good .turn- I trust, Leach, 
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you have not been destcoyiag your prospects in !ife by 
looking too wistfully at a tobacco-field?" 

" Not I, sir ; and if you will give me leave to aay it, 
Captain Truck, I do not think a plug has been landed from 
the ship, which did not go aahore in a hona-Jide tobacco- 
box, that might appear ir. any court in. England. The 
people will swear, to a man, that this is true." 

" Ay, ay ! and the Baroiis of the Exchequer would bo 
the greatest fools in England not to believe them. If there 
lias been no defrauding the revenue, why does a cruiser 
follow this ship, a regular packet, to sea?' 

" This affair of the steerage passenger, Davis, sir, is 
probably tlie cause. The man may be heavily in debt, or 
possibly a defaulter ; fop these rogues, when they break 
down, often fall lower than the 'twixt decks of a ship like 
this." 

" This will do to put the quarter-deck and cabin in good 
humoui' at sailing, and give them something lo open an ac- 
quaintance with ; but it is sawdust to none but your new 
beginners. I have known that Seal this many a year, and 
the rogue never yet had a case that touched the quarter- 
deck. It is as the man and his wife say, and I'll not give 
them up, out here in blue water, for as much foam as lies 
on Jersey beach after an easterly blow. It will not he any 
of the family of Davis that will satisfy yonder wind-eater; 
but he wilt lay his hand on the whole family of the Mon- 
tauk, leaving them the agreeable alternative of going back 
to Portsmouth in his pleasant society, or geltmg out here in 

mid-channel, and wading ashore as best they can. D 

me ! if 1 believe, Leach, that Vattel will bear the fellow out 
in it, even if there has been a whole hogshead of the leaves 
irundleii into his island without a permit !" 

To this Mr. Leach had no encouraging answer to make, 
for, like most of his class, he held practical force in much 
greater respect than the abstractions of hooka. He deemed 
it prudent, therefore, to be silent, though greatly doubting 
the efficacy of a quotation from any authority on board, 
when fairly put in opposition to a written order from the 
admiral at Portsmouth, or even to a signal sent down from 
the Admiralty at London. 

The 'day wore away, making a gradual t'.hangs in the 
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relative positions of the- two ships, thoitgli so skwly, <ia to 
give Captain Tmclt strong hopes of being able to dodge 
his pursuer in tlie coming niglit, which promised to be darli 
and squally. To return to Portsmouth was his full inten- 
tion, but not until he had first delivered his freight and pas- 
sengers in New- York ; for, like all men bound u]> body and 
soul in the performance of an especial duty, he looked on 
a frustration of his immediate object as a much greater 
calamity than even a double amount of more remote evil. 
Besides, he felt a strong reliance on the liberality of the 
English authorities in the end, and had little doubt of being 
able to extricate himself and his ship from any penalties to 
which the indiscretion or cupidity of his subordinates might 
have rendered him liable. 

Just as the sun dipped into the watery track of the Mou- 
tauk, most of the cabin passengers again appeared on deck, 
to take a look at the situation of the two vessels, and to 
form their own conjectures as to the probable result of the 
adventure. By this time the Foam had tacked twice, on<ie 
to weather upon the wake of her chase, and again to re- 
sume her line of pureuit. The packet was too good a ship 
to be easily overtaken, and the cruiser was now nearly hull- 
down astern, but evidently coming up at a rate that would 
bring her alongside before morning. The wind blew in 
squalls, a circumstance that always aids a vessel of war, 
as the greater number of her hands enables them to make 
and shorten sail with ease and rapidity. 

" This unsettled weather is as much as a mile an hour 
against us," observed Captain Truck, who was far from 
pleased at the fact of his being outsailed by anything thai 
floated ; " and, if truth must be said, ! think that fellow has 
somewhere about half a knot the beat of it, in the way of 
foot, on a bowline and with this breeze. But he has no 
cargo in, and they trim their boats like steel-yarda. Give 
us more wind, or a freer, and I would leave him to digest 
his orders, as a shark digests a marling-spike, or a ring- 
bolt, notwithstanding a!l his advantages ; for little good 
would it then do him to be trying- to run Into the wind's 
nye, like a steam-tug. As it is, we must submit. We are 
certainly in a category, and he d d to it !" 

It was one of those wild-looking sunsets that are so frc- 
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qiient in Ihe autumn, in which appeafances are worse, 
perhaps, than the reality. The ships were now so near ihf 
Glio])s of the Channel tliat no land was visible, and the 
entire horizon presented that chill and wintry aspect tliai 
itolongs to gloomy and driving clouds, to which streaks of 
itull light serve more to give an appearance of infinite space 
'han any of the relief of hrigh^ess. It was a dreary 
night-fall to a landsman's eye ; though they who better un- 
derstood the signs of the heavens, as they are exhibited on 
the oceaa, saw little more than the promise of obscurity, 
Hiid the usual hazards of darknesa in a niiich-frequailed sea. 

" This win be a dirty night," observed John Effingham, 
" and w« may have occasion to bring in some of the flaunl- 
iF.g vanity of the ship, ere another morning returns." 

" The vessel appears to be in good hands," returned Mr. 
Kffingham; " I have watched them narrowly ; for, i know 
not why, I have felt more ansifety on the occasion of this 
jiassage than on any of the nine I have already made." 

As he spoke, the tender father unconsciously bent hiseye: 
on Eve, who leaned affectionately on his arm, steadying 
her light form against the pitching of the vessel. She un- 
derstood his feelings better than he did himself, possibly, 
since, accustomed to bis fondest care from ciiildhood, she 
well knew that he seldom thought of others, or even of 
himself, while her own wants or safely appealed to his un- 
wearying love. 

" Father," she said, smiling in his wistful face, " we 
have seen more troubled waters than these, far, and in a 
much frailer vessel. Do you not remember the Wallen- 
stadl and its miserable akiffl where I have heard you say 
there was really danger, though we escaped from it all with 
a little fright." 

"Perfectly well do I recollect it, love, nor have 1 forgot- 
ten our brave companion, and his good service, at th;i 
eridcal moment. But for his stout arm and timely succout 
xvQ might not, as you say, have been quit for the fright," 

Although Mr. Effingham looked only at his daughter, 
while speaking, Mr. Sharp, who listened with interest, saw 
ihe quick, retreatuig, glance of Eve at Paul Blunt, and fell 
Bomethin" like a chil! in his blood aa he perceived that her 
«wn clieeks seemed to reflect the glow which appeared on 
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that of the youag man. He alooe observed this seen t evi- 
dencfi of eommon interest in some event in which both bad 
evidently been actors, those around them being too niucli 
occupied in the arrangements of the ship, and loo little aus- 
picious, to faeed the trifling circumstance. Captain Truck 
had ordered all hands called, to make sail, to the surprise 
of even the crew. The vessel, at the moment, was stag- 
gering along under as much canvas as she could apparently 
hear, arid tlie males looked aloft with inquiring eyes, as if 
to ask what more could be done. 

The master soon removed all doubts. With a rapidity 
that is not common in merchant shipa, but which is usual 
enough in the packets, the lower studding-sails, and two top- 
mast-studding-sails were prepared, and made ready for 
hoisting. As soon as the words " all ready" were uttered, 
the helm was put up, the sails were set, and the Montank 
was running with a free wind towards the narrow passage 
between the Scilly Islands and the Land's End. Captain 
Truck was an expert channel pilot, from long practice, and 
keeping the run of the tides in his head, he had loosely cal- 
culated that hia vessel had so much offing as, (vith a free 
wind, and the great progress she had made in tlie last 
twenty-four hours, would enable him to lay through the 

" 'Tis a ticklish hole to run into in 
staggering breeze," he said, rubbing 
hazard increased his satisfaction, " ana we win now see u 
this Foam has mettle enough to follow." 

" The chap has a quick eye and good glasses, even 
though he should want nerve for the Scilly rocks," cried 
the mate, who was looking out from the mizzen rigging. 
" There go his stun' -sails already, and a plenty of them 1" 

Sure enough the cruiser threw out her studding-sails, had 
them full find drawing in five minutes, and altered her 
course so as to follow the Montauk. /There was now no 
ionger any doubt concerning her object ,■ for it was hardly 
aossible two vessels should adopt so bold a step as this, just 
'It dark, and on such a night, unless the movements of one 
were regulated by the movements of the other. 

In the mean time, anxious faces began to appear on the 
quarter-deck, nid Mr. Dodge was soon seen moving 
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slealfhily about among the passengers, whispering here, 
cornenug there, and seemingly much occupied in canvass- 
ing opinions on the subject of the propriety of the step tha: 
the master had just token ; though, if the truth must be 
toy, he rather stimulated oppositJOB than found others pre- 
pared lo meet his wishes, when he thought, however, he 
had collected a sufficient number of suffrages lo venture on 
an experiment, that noihiag but an inherent aversion to 
shipwreck and a watery grave could embolden him to 
make, he politely invited the captain to a private conference 
ill the state-room occupied by himself and Sir George Teiq- 
pleraore. Changing tiie venvc, aa the lawyers term it, to 
his own little apartment, — no master of a packet wiiliogly 
consenting to transact business in any other place — Captain 
Truck, who was out of cigars at the moment, very willing- 
ly assented. 

When the two were seated, and the door of the room was 
closed, Mr. Dodge carefully snufied the candle, looked about 
him to make sure there was no eavp's-dropper in a room 
eight feet by seven, and then commenced his subject, with 
what he conceived to be a commendable delicacy and dis- 

" Captain Truck," he said, in the sort of low confidential 
tone that denotes equally concern and mystery, " I think 
by this ttme you must have set me down as one of youi 
warm and true friends and supporters. I came out in you( 
ship, and, please' God we escape the perils of the sea, it ia 
my hope and intention to return home in her." 

" If not, friend Dodge," returned the master, observing 
that the other paused to note the effect of hia peroration, and 
using a familiarity in his address that the acquaintance of 
the former passage had taught him was not misapplied ; " if 
not, friend Dodge, you have made a capita! mistake m get- 
ling on hoard of her, as it is by no means probable an oc- 
casion will effev to gel out of her, until we fall in with a 
news-boat, or a pilot-boat, at least somewhere in the lati' 
tude and longitude of Sandy Hook, You nmoke, I believe 
sir?" 

" I ask no better," returned Steadfast, declining the offer ; 
" I have lold every one on the Continent," — Mr. Dodge 
had been lo Paris, Geneva, along the Ithine, -and through 
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Belgium and Holland, and in his eyes, lliis wus the Conti-- 
npst, — " that no better ship or capta,in sails the ocean ; and 
you know captain, E have a way witii oie, when I please, 
that causes what ] say to be remembered. Why, ray dear 
sir, 1 had aa article extolling tlie whole line in the most ap- 
propriate terms, and this ship in particular, put into the 
journal at Rotterdam. If was so weil done, that not a soul 
suspected it came from a personal friend of yours." 

The captain was rolling the small end of a cigar in hia 
mouth to prepare it for smoking, the regulations of the ship 
forbidding any further indulgence below ; but when be re- 
iwived this assurance, he withdrew the tobacco with the 
sort of mystifying simplicity that gets to be a second nature 
with a regular votary of Neptune, and answered with a 
coolness of manner that was in ridiculous contrast to the 
affected astonishment of the words ; — 

" The devii you did !— Was it in good Dutch T" 

" I do not understand much of the language," said Mr. 
Dodge, hesitatingly ; for all he knew, in truth, was yaw and 
nein, and neither of these particularly well ; — " bulit looked to 
be uncommonly well expressed. I could do no more than 
pay a man to translate it. But to return to this aflair of 
running in among the Scilly Islands such a night as this," 

" Return, my good fellow I this is the first syllable you 
have said about the matter I" 

" Concern on your account has caused me to forget my- 
self. To be frank with you, Captain 'Tmck, and if 1 
wer'n't your very best friend 1 should be silent, there is" 
considerable excitement getting up about this matter." 

" Excitement ! what is that like ? — a sort of moral head- 
sea, do you mean I" 

"Precisely : and 1 must tell you the truth, though I bs.d 
rather a thousand times not ; but this change in the ship's 
course is monstrous unpopular I" 

" That is bad news, with a vengeance, Mr. Dodge ; I 
shall i-ely on you, as an old friend, to get up an opposi- 
tion." 

" My dear captain, I have done all I could in that way 
already ; but I never met with people so bent on a thing as 
most of the passengers- The EfRnghams arc very decidi^J, 
though so jiurse-proud and grand ; Sir GJeorge Teinplemore 
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3 quite exlraordinary, and even the Preiwh lady 
is furious. To be as sincere as the crisis demands, public 
opinion is setting so strong against you, that I expect ail 
espiosLon." 

" Well, so long as the tide sets in my favour, I must 
endeavour to bear it. Stemming a current, in or out of 
water, is up-hill work ; but with a good bottom, clean cop- 
per, and plenty of wind, it may be done." 

^' It would not surprise mc were the gentlemen to appeal 
to the general aentinjenl against you when we arrive, and 
make a handle of it against your line !" 

" It may be so indeed ; but what can be done 7 If we 
return, the Englishman will certainly catch us, and, in that 
ease, my own opinion would be dead against me I" 

" Weil, weli, captain ; I thought as a friend I would 
apeak my mind. If this thing should really gel into the 
papers in America, it would spread like fire io the prairies. 
You know what the papers are, I trust. Captain Truck 1" 

" I rather think I do, Mr. Dodge, with many thanks for 
your hints, and I believe I -know what the Scilly Islands 
are, too. The elections will be nearly or quite over by the 
time we get in, and, thank God, they 11 norbe apt to make 
a party questioli of it, this fall at least. In the mean time 
reiy on my keeping a good look-out for the shoals of popu- 
laiity, and the quicksands of excitement. You smoke 
sometimes, I know, and I can recommend this cigar as tii 
to regale the nose of that chap of Strasbourg — yoii read 
your Bible, I know, Mr. Dodge, and need not be (old whom 
I mean. The steward will he happy to give you a light on 
deck, sir." 

In ftiis manner, Captain Truck, with the sang Jroid of 
an old tar, and the tact of a packet-master, got rid of his 
troublesome visiter, who departed, half suspecting that he 
had been quizzed, but still ruminating on the expediency ot 
getting up a committee, or at least a public meeting in the 
cabin, to follow up the blow. By the aid of the latter, 
could he but persuade Mr. Effingham toiake the chair, and 
Sir George Templemore to act as secretary, he thought he 
might escape a sleepless night, and, what was of quite aa 
mui':h importance, make a figure in s paragraph on veach- 
tug home. 
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Mr. Dodge, whose Christian oame, thanks to a pioua an- 
cestry, was Steadfast, partook of the qualities that hia two 
appellations not inaptly expressed. There was a singular 
DTofesaion of steadiness of purpose, and of high principle 
about him, all of which vanished in Dodge at the close. A 
great stickler for the rights of the people, he never conai. 
dered thai this people was composed of many integral parts, 
but he viev^ed all things as gravitating towards the great 
aggregation. Majoiities were his hobbies, and though sin- 
gularly timid as an individaal, or when ii. the minority, put 
him on the strongest side and he was ready to face the 
devil. In short, Mr. Dodge was a people's man, because 
his strongest desire, his " ambition and his pride," as he 
often expressed it, was to be a man of the people. In hia 
particular neighbourhood, at home, sentiment ran in veins, 
like gold in the mines, or in streaks of public opinion ; and 
though (here might be three or four of these public senti- 
ments, so long as each had ■ its pany, no one was afraid to 
avow It ; but as for maintaining a notion that was not thus 
upheld, there was a savour of aristocracy about it that 
would damn even a mathematiu^l proposition, though regu- 
larly solved and proved. So much and so long had Mr. 
Dodge respired a moral atmosphere of this community- 
character, and gregarious propensity, that he had, in many 
things, lost all sense of hia individuality ; as much so, in 
lact, as if he bieatbed with a pair of county lungs, ate with 
ft common mouth, diank from the town-pump, and slept in 
the open air. 

Such a man "as not very likely to make an impression 
on Captain Truck, one accustomed to rely on himself alone, 
in the face of warring elements, and who knew that a ship 
could not safely have more than a single will, and that the 
will of her master. 

The accidents of life could scarcely form extremes of 
character more remote than that of Steadfast Dodge and 
that of John Truck. The first never did anything beyond 
acts of the most ordinary kind, without first weighing its 
probable effect in Ihe neighbourhood ; its popularity or un- 
popularity ; how it might tally with the different public 
opinions that were whiffling through the county ; in whal 
manner it would influence the next election, and 'vhether il 
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of a vindic- 
tive master than Mr. Dodge stood in fear and trembling be- 
Ibre the reproofs, commenta, censures, frowns, cavillings and 
remarks of every man in his county, who happened to !>e 
long to the political party that just at that moment was in 
power. As to (he minority, he was as hrave as a lion, 
could snap hb fingers at them, and was foremost in deriding 
and scoffing at all they said and did. This, however, was 
in connexion with politics only ; for, the instant party-drill 
ceased to be of value, Steadfast's valour oozed out of his 
compoBJtion, and in all other things he dutifully consulted 
every public opinion of the neighbourhood. This estimable 
man had his weak points as well as another, and what is 
more, he was quite sensible of them, as was proved by a 
most jealous watchfulness of his besetting sins, in the way 
of exposure if not of indulgence. In a word, Steadfast 
Dodge was a man that wished to meddle with and con- 
irol all things, without possessing precisely the spirit that 
was necessary to leave him master of himself; he had a 
rabid desire for the good opinion of every thing human, 
without always taking the means necessary to preserve his 
own ; was a stout declaimer for the rights of the commu- 
nity, while forgetting that the community itself is but a 
means set up lor the acc^>mplishment of a given end ; and 
felt aji inward and profound respect for everything that was 
beyond his roach, which manifested itself, not in manly 
efforts to attain the forbidden fruit, but rather in a spirit of 
opposition and detraction, that only betrayed, through its 
jealousy, the existence of the feeling, which jealousy, how- 
ever, he afiected to conceal under an intense regard foi 
popular rights, since he was apt to aver it was quite intole- 
rable that any man should possess anything, even to quali- 
tie-s, in which his neighbours might not properly participate 
All these, moreover, and many similar trails, Mr. Dodge 
encouraged in the spirit of liberty I 

On the other hand, John Truck sailed his own ship ; was 
civil to his passengers from habit as well as policy; knew 
.hat every vessel must have a captain ; believed mankind to 
be little better than asses j took his own observations, and 
cared not a straw for those of his mates ; wa* never !»■■ *o 
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bent on following his own views than iShen all hands gnim^ 
bled and opposed him ; was daring by nature, decided from 
use and long self-reliance, and was every way a man fitted 
to stper his bark through the trackless ways of Hie, as well 
as those of the ocean. It was fortunate for one in his par- 
ticular position, thai nature had made the possessor of so 
much self-will and temporary authority, cool and sarcastic 
rather than hot-headed and violent; and for this circum- 
stance Mr. Dodge in particular had frequent o 
felicitation. 



CHAPTER VII. 



Disappointed m hi', puvate a| peil to the ciptain's dread 
of popular disapprobttion, Mr Dodge letumed tj his secret 
work on deck lor hke a tiue heeman ol the exclusive 
school, this person nevei presumed to work openly, unless 
sustained by a cleai majonty canvassing all around hira, 
and striving hard to create a public opinion as he termed 
it, on his side of the question by persuading faia hearei-s 
that every one was of his particular way oi thinking al- 
ready ; a method of exciting a feeling m tch practised by 
partisans of his school In the interval Cn; tain Truck 
was working up his day's reckoning by himself in his own 
state-room, thloking little, and caring less, about any thing 
but the results of Ills figuies, whch soon convinced him, 
that by standing a fe^ hours longer on his present course, 
he should "plump hid ship ablioie" somewhere between 
Falmouth and the Lizaid 

This discoveiy annoyed the «erthy master so much the 
more, on account of the suggestions oi his late \isiter ; for 
aothing could be less to his taste than to havt. the appear- 
ance of altering his determination under a menace. Stiil 
something must be doae before midnight, for he plainly per- 
ceived that thirty qt forty miles, at the farthest, would 
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fctcli lip the Montauk on her present course. The passen- 
gers had left the deck to escape the night air, and ho 
heard the EiEnghams inviting Mr. Sharp and Mr. Bltmi 
into the ladiea' cabin, which had heen taken expressly foi 
their party, while the others were calling upon the stewards 
for the usual alfowance of hot drinks, at the dining-lable 
without. The talking and noise disturbed him ; his own 
slate-room became too coniined, and he went on deck Co 
come to his decision, in view of the angry-Iookmg skies 
and the watery waste, over which he was called to prevail. 
Hore we shall leave him, pacing the quarter-deck, in moody 
silence alone, too much disturbed to smoke even, while the 
mate of the watch sat in the mizzen-rigging, like a monkey, 
keapmg a look-out to windward and ahead. In the mean 
time, we will return to the cabin of the Effinghams. 

The Montauk was one of the noblest of those surpass- 
ingly beautiful and yacht-like ships that now ply between 
the two hemispheres in such numbers, and which in luxury 
and the fitting conveniences seem to vie with each other for 
the mastery. The cabins were lined with satin-wood and 
bird's-eye maple ; small marble columns separated the 
glittering panels of polished wood, and rich carpets covei-ed 
the Boors. The main cabin had the great table, as a fix- 
liie m the centre but that of Die sjmewhat shorter but 
f equil width was free fiom all encumbrance of the soil 
It had its olas cushions minors stoils tables and an 
10 i^ht piano The doors of the state rooms and other 
t nvenieoees opened on its sides and ends In si orl it 
p esented at that hour the lesemblance of a tasteful boi. 
1 11 rather than that of an apaitment in a ciamped an] 
\ li?ai s!i p 

Ileie then alt who properly belonged to the pKce were 
assembled, with Mi Sharp and Mi Blunt as guesta when 
^ tap al the door announ ed anothei M&iter It was Mr 
Dod^e begging to bf admitted on a mifter o*" business 
Lve smiled aa she bowed aa^^nt tc old Nanny who acted 
IS her groom of the chambeis and histilj e\pre6aed a be 
lief that her guest must have come with a proposal to form 
a Dorcas society. 

Although Mr. Dodge was as bold as Cassar in expressing 
bis cor'empi of anything but popular sway, he never came 
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into Ihe presence of the quiet and well-bred without a feel' 
ing of distrust and uneasiness, that had its lise in the sim- 
ple eircuinstance of his not being used to their company. 
Indeed, there is nothmg more appalling, in general, io thu 
vulgar and pretending, than the simplicity and natural ease 
of the refined. Their own notions of elegance lie so much 
on the surface, that they seem at first to suspect an ambush, 
and it is probable that, finding so much repose where, 
agreeably to their preconceived opinions, all ought to be 
fuss and pretension, they imagine themselves to be regarded 
as intruders. 

Mr, Efiingham gave their visiter a polite reception, and 
one that was marked with a htlle more than the usual for- 
mality, by way of letling it be understood that the apartment 
was private ; a prm aution that fie knew was very necessary 
in associating with temppib like those of Steadfast. AH this 
was thrown away on Mr Dodge, notwithstanding every 
other person present admired the lact with which the host 
kept his guest at a distance, by extreme attention, for the 
latter fancied so much ceremony was but a homage to his 
claims. It had the effect to put him on his own good beha- 
viour, however, and of suspending the brusque manner in 
which he had intended to broach his subject. As every 
body waited in calm silence, as if expecting an explanation 
of the cause of his visit, Mr, Dodge soon felt himself con- 
strained to say something, though it might not be quite as 
cleariy as he could wish. 

" We have had a considerable pleasant time. Miss Effing- 
ham, since wo sailed from Portsmouth," he observed farai- 

Eve bowed her assent, determined not to take to herself 
a visit that did violence to all her habits and notions of pro- 
priety But Mr. Dodge was too obtuse to feel the hint con- 
veyed in mere reserve of manner. 

" It would have been more agreeable, I allow, had not 
this man-of-war taken it into her head to follow us in this 
unprecedented manner." Mr, Dodge was as fond of his 
dictionary as the steward, though he belonged to the politi- 
cal, while Saunders merely adorned the polite school of 
talkers. " Sir George calls it a most ' uncomfortable pro 
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t^dure.' You know Sir Guorge Templemore, without 
aoiibt, Miss Effingham V 

" i am aware there is a person of that name on board, 
sir," returned Eve, who recoiled from this famiharity with 
the sensitiveness with which a well-educated female distin- 
guishes between one who appreciates her character and one 
who does oct;" "but have never had the honour of his ac 
quaintaoce." 

Mr. Dodge thought ail this extraordinary, for he had 
witnessed Captain Truck's introduction, and did not under- 
stand how people who had sailed twenty-four hours in the 
same ship, and had been fairly introduced, should not be 
intimai«. As for himself, he fancied he was, what he 
termed, " well acquainted" with the Effinghama, from hav- 
ing talked of them a great deal ignorantly, and not a little 
maliciously ; a liberty he felt himself fully entitled t« take 
from the circumstance of residing in the same county, al 
though he had never spoken to one of the family, until ac- 
cident placed him in their company on board the same 
vessel. 

" Sir George is a genfleman of great accomplishments, 
Miss Effingham, I assure you ; a man of unqualified merit. 
We have the same state-room, for I liie company, and pre- 
fer chatting a little in my berth to being always aslfep. He 
is a baronet, I suppose you know, — not that I care any- 
thing for titles, all men being equal in truth, though — 
though " 

" — Unequal in reality, sir, you probably meant to add," 
observed John Effingham, who was lolling on Eve's w»rk- 
stend, his eagle-shaped face fairly curling with the con- 
tempt he felt, and which he hardly cared to conceal. 

" Surely not, sir I" exclaimed the terrified Steadfast, 
looking furtively about, lest some active enemy might be 
at hand to quote this unhappy remark to his prejudice. 
" Surely not ! men are every way equal, and no one can 
pretend to be better than another. No, no, — it is nothing 
to me that Sir George is a baronet ; though one would pre- 
fer having a gentleman in (he same state-room to having a 
coarse feliow. Sir George thinks, sir, that the ship is run- 
ning into great danger by steering for the land in so dark 
a night, and in s-jch dirty weather. He has many out-of 
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the-way expressions. Sir George, I must admit, for one of 
hi3 rank ; he calls the weather dirty, and the |)l-o(«edings 
imvoTJifortable ; modes of expression, genflemeo, to which 
I give an unqualified disapprobation." 

" Probably Sir George would attach more importance to 
a qualified disapprobation," retorted John Effingham. 

"Quite likely," returned Mr. Dodge innocently, though tho 
two other visiters. Eve and Mademoiselle Viefville, permitted 
slight muscular movements about the lips to be seen ; "Sir 
George is quite an original in his way.' We have few ori- 

f'nab in our part of the country, you know, Mr, John 
ffingham ; for to say the truth, it is rather unpopular to 
differ from the neighbourhood, in this or any other respect. 
Yea, sir, the people will rule, and ought to rule. Still, I 
think Sir George may get along well enough as a stranger, 
for it is not quite as unpopular in a stranger to be original, 
as in a native. I think you will agree with me, sir, in be- 
lieving it excessively presuming in an American to pretend 
!o be different from his fellow-citizens." 

1 such presumption, I am 



■, [ do not speak from personal motives ; but op 
the great general principles, that are to be maintained Cor 
the goid of mankind. I do not know that any man has a 
right to be peculiar in a free country. It is aristocratic 
and has an air of thinking one man is better than another 
I am sure Mr. Effingham cannot approve of it?" 

" Perhaps not. ' Freedom has many arbitrary laws that 
it vKI not do to violate." 

" Certainly, sir, or where would be its supremacy? If 
the people cannot control and look dovni peculiarity, or any- 
thing they dislike, one might as well live in despotism at 
once." 

" As I have resided much abroad, of latp years, Mr. 
Dodge," inquired Eve, who was fearful her kinsman would 
give some cut that would prove to be past bearing, as she 
saw his eye was menacing, and who felt a disposition to be 
amused at the other's philosophy, that overcame the attrac- 
tion of repulsion she had at first experienced towards him — ■ 

will ycu favour me with some of thoso great principles 
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of liberty of which I hear so much, but which, T (eat, navo 
been overlooked by my European instructers ?'' 

Mademoiselle VielVille looked grave ; Messrs. Sharp and 
Blunt delighted ; Mv. Dodge, himself, mystified. " 

" 1 should fee! myself little able to instruct Misa Effing- 
ham on such a subject," the latter modestly rephed, " as no 
doubt she has seen too much misery in the ntitions she has 
visited, not to appreciate justly all the advantages of thai 
happy country which has the honour of claimuig her for 
one of its fair daughters." 

Eve was terrified at her own temerity, lor she was far 
from anticipating so high a flight of eloquence m letum for 
her own simple request, but it was loo late io retreat. 

" None of the many illustrious and god-like men that 
our own beloved land has produced can pretend to more 
zeal in its behalf than myself, but I fear my abilities Io do 
it justice will fall far short of the subject," he continued. 
"Liberty, as you know. Miss Effingham, as you well know, 
gentlemen, is a boon that merits our unquabfied gratitude, 
and which calls for our daily and hourly thanks to the gal- 
lant spirits who, in the days that tried men's souls, were 
foremost in the tented field, and in the councils of the nation." 

John Efiingham turned a glance at Eve, that seemed to 
tell her how unequal she was Io the. task she had under- 
taken, and which promised a rescue, with her consent; a 
condition that the young lady most gladly complied with in 
the same silent but expressive, manner. 

" Of all tbis my young kinswoman is properly sensible, 
Mr. Dodge," he said by way of diversion ; " but she, and I 
confess myself, have some little perplexity on the subject 
of what this liberty is, about which so much has been said 
and written in our lime. Permit me to inquire, if you un- 
derstand by it a perfect independence of thought, action, 
and rights V 

" Equal, laws, equal rights, equality io all respects, *ind 
pure, abstract, unqualified liberty, beyond all question, sir." 

" What, a power in the strong man to beat the little man, 
and to take away his dinner?" 

" By no means, air ; Heaven forbid that I should main- 
tiiin any such doctrine ! It means entire liberty : no kings. 
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no aristocrats, no exclusive privileges ; but one man as good 
as another !" 

•'Do you understand, then, that one man is as good as 
another, uodei' our system, Mr. Dodge V 

" Unqualifiedly so, sir ; I am amazed that such a question 
should be put by a gentleman of your information, in an 
age iike this !" 

" If one man is as good as another," said Mr. Blunt, who 
perceived that John Effingham was biting his lips, a sign 
that something more biting wouid follow, — "will you do 
me the favour to inform me, why the cotintry puts itself Ki 
the trouble and expense of the annual elections ?" 

" Elections, sir ! In what manner could free institutions 
flourish or be inaintaioed, without constantly appealing to 
the people, the only true sources of power?" 

" To this I make no objections, Mr. Dodge," returned the 
young man, smiling ; " but why an election ; if one man 
is as good as another, a lottery would be cheaper, easier, 
and sooner settled. Why an election, or even a lottery at 
all 1 why not choose the President as the Persians chose 
heir king, by the neighing of a horse? 

" This would be indeed an extraordinary mode of pro- 
ceeding for an intelligent and virtuous people, Mr. Blunt; 
and I must take the liberty of saying that I suspect you of 
pleasantry. If you wish an answer, I wili say, at once 
by such a process we might get a knave, or a fool, or a 
traitor." 

" How, Mr. Dodge ! I did not expect this character of 
the country from you ! Are the Americans, then, all fools, 
or knaves, or traitors ?" 

" If you intend lo travel much in our country, sir, I would 
advise great caution in throwing out puch an insinuation, 
for it would be apt to meet with a very general and unqual- 
ified disapprobation. Americans are enlightened and free, 
and as far from deserving these epithets as any people on 

" And yet the fact follows from yourown theory. If one 
man is as good as another, and any one of them is a fool, 
or a knave, or a traitor, — al! are knaves, or fools, or trai- 
tors ! The insinuation is not mine, but it follows, I think, 
jnevilably, as a cjonsequence of your own proposition." 
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In the pause that succeeded, Mr. Sharp said in a low 
voice to Eve, " He is an Englishman, after all !" 

" Mr. Dodge does not mean that one man is as good as 
another in that particular sense," Mr. Effingham kindly 
interposed, in his quality of host ; " his views are less gene- 
ral, 1 fancy, than his words would give us, at first, reason 
to suppose." 

" Very true, Mr. EiRngham, very true, sir ; one man is 
not as good as another in that partii'utav sense, or in the 
sense of elections, but m ail otbei senses Yes, air," turn- 
ing towards Ml Blunt agam, as une reviews the aftack on 
jn antagomht, who has given a fall, after taking breath; 
' in all other sienses, one man is unqualifiedly as good as 
another One man has the same rights as another." 

"The slave as the tieeminf" 

" The slaves are exception'5, sii But m the free states 
1 X rpt in the case of elections, one man is as good as an- 
other in all things That is our mpaning, and any other 
[umLiple would be unqual hedly unpopular." 

" Can one mmi make a shoe as (veil as another'!" 

" Of rights, sir, — I stick to the rights, you will remem- 

" Has the minor the same rights as the man of full age ; 
the apprentice as the master ; the vagabond as the resident ; 
the man who cannot pay as the man who can^" 

" No, sir, not in that sense Either. You do not under- 
stand me, sir, I fear. All (hat I mean is, that in partieulai' 
things, one man is as good as another in America. This 
is American doctrine, though it may not happen to be 
English, and I liatler myself it will stand the test of the 
strictest investigation." 

■■ " And you will allow me to inquire where ibis is not the 
case, in particular things. If you mean to say that there 
are fewer privileges accorded to the accidents of birth, or to 
fortune and station in America, than is usual in other coun- 
tries, we shall agree ; but I think it will hardly do to say 

" Privileges accorded to birth in America, sir ! The idea 
would be odious to her peopie !" 

" Does not the child inherit the properly of the father 7" 
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" Most assuredly ; but this ceih hardly be termed a privi 
lege." 

" That may depeud a good deal on taste. I should ac- 
count it a greater privilege than to inherit a title without the 
fortune." 

" I perceive, gentlemen, that we do not perfectly under- 
stand each other, and I must postpone the discussioa to a 
more favourable opportunity ; for I confess great uneasiness 
at this decision of the captain's, about steering in among 
the rocks of Sylla." (Mr. Dodge was not as clear-headed 
as common, in consequence of the controversy that had just 
occurred.) "I challenge you lo renew the subject another 
lime, gentlemen. I only happened in" (another peculiarity 
of diction in thb gentleman) " to make a first call, for 1 
supjKiae there is no escluBion in on, American shipl" 

" None whatever, sir," Mr. John Effingham coldly an- 
swered. " All the state-rooms are in common, and I pro- 
pose to seize an early occasion to return this compliment, by 
making myself at homo" io the apartment which has the 
honour to lodge Mr. Dodge and Sir George Templemore." 

Here Mr. Dodge beat a retreat, without touching at all 
on his real errand. Instead of even following up the mat- 
ter with the other passengers, he got into a corner, with 
one or two CJingenial spirits, who had taken great offence 
that iho Effinghams should presume to retire into their 
cabin, and particularly that they should have the extreme 
aristocratica! audacity to shut the door, where he continued 
pouring into the greedy ears of his companions his own 
history of the recent dialogue, in which, according to his 
own account of the matter, he had completely gotten the 
better of that " young upstart, Blunt," a man of whom he 
knew positively nothing, divers anecdotes of the Effingham 
family, that came of the lowest and most idle gossip of rus- 
tic malignancy, and his own vague and confused notions 
of the rights of persons and of things. Very difierent was 
the conversation (hat ensued in the ladles' cabin, after the 
welcome disappearance of the uninvited guesl. Not a re- 
mark of any sort was made on his intrusion, or on his folly ; 
even .lohn Effingham, little addicted in common to forbeai- 
dnce, being too proud to waste his breath on so low game, 
bimI loo well taught to open upon a man the moment his 
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bauk was turned. Bui the subject was continued, and in a 
manner better suited to the education, intelligence, and 
views of the several speakers. 

Eve said but liilb, thougti she ventured to ask a question 
now and then ; Mr. Sharp and Mr. Blunt being tiie prin- 
cipal suppoft^ers of the discourse, with an occasional quiet 
discreet remark from the young lady's father, and a sar- 
casm, now and then, from John Effingham, Mr. Blunt, 
though advancing his opinions with diifidence, and with a 
pi-oper deference for the greater experience of the two eider 
gentlemen, soon made his superiority apparent, the subjecf 
praving to be one on which he had evidently thought a 
great deal, and that too with a discrimination and originality 
thai are far from common. 

He pointed out the errors that are usually made on the 
subject of the institutions of the American Union, by con- 
founding the effects of the general government with those 
of the separate states ; and he clearly demonstrated that 
(he Confederation Itself had, in reality, no distinctive cha- 
racter of its own, even for or against liberty. It was a 
confederation, and got its character from the characters of 
its several parts, which of themselves were independent in 
all things, on the important point of distinctive principles, 
with the exception of the vague general provision that they 
must be republics ; a prevision that meant anything, or 
nothing, so far as true liberty was concerned, as each state 
might decide for itself. 

" The character of the American government is to be 
sought in the characters of the state governments," he con- 
cluded, " which vary with their respective policies. It is in 
this way that communities that hold one half of their num- 
bers in domestic bondage are found tied up In the same 
political fasces with other communities of the most demo- 
cratic institutions- The general goiernmrntassuies neither 
lilierty of speech, liberty of conscience, action, noi ol any- 
thing else, except as against itselt , a provision that is quite 
unnecessary, as it is purely a government of delegated 
powers, and has no authority to act at all on those pai- 
ticular interests." 

" This is very Jifierent from the general imprea^ioii in 
Europe," observe'] Mr. Sharp ; "and as I perceive I have 
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ilie good fortune to be thrown into the society of an Aniei 
ican, if not an American lawyer, able to enlighten mj 
ignorance on these interesting topics, I hope to be permitted, 
during some of the idle moments, of which we are likely to 
have many, to profit by it," 

The other coloured, bowed to the compliment, but ap. 
peared to hesitate before he answered. 

"'Tis not absolutely necessary to be an American by 
birth," he said, " as I have already had occasion to observe, 
in order to understand the institutions of the country, and 
I might possibly mislead you were you to fancy that a na- 
tive was your instructor. I have often been in the country, 
however, if not born in it, and few young men, on this side 
of the Atlantic, have had their attention pointed, with so 
much earnestness, to all that affects it as myself." 

" I was in hopes we had the honour of including you 
among our countrymen," observed John Effingham, witli 
evident disappointment. " So many young men come 
abroad disposed to quarrel with foreign excellences, of 
which they know nothing, or to concede so many of our 
own, in the true spirit of serviles, that I was flattering my- 
self I had at last found an exception." 

Eve also felt regret, though she hardly avowed to herself 
the reason. 

" He is then, an Englishman, afler all !" said Mr. Sharp, 
in another aside. 

" Why not a German — or a Swiss — or even a Russian 1" 

" His English is perfect ; no continental could speak so 
fluently, with such a choice of words, so totally wuhout an 
accent, without an effort. As Mademoiselle Viefvilie sayi, 
he does not speak well enough for a foreignei " 

Eve was silent, for she was thinking of the ^mgular 
manner in which a conversation so oddly commenced, had 
brought about an explanation on a point that had often given 
her many doubts. Twenty times had she decided in hei 
own mind that this young man, whom she could properly 
call neither stranger nor acquaintance, was a countryman, 
and as often had she been led to change her opinion. He 
had now been explicit, she thought, and she felt compelled 
to set him down as a European, though not disposed, still, 
■ believe he was an Englishman. For this latter ootioo 
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she liad reasons it might not have done fo give lo a nativf 
of the island they had just left, as she knew to be the fact 
with Mr. Sharp. 

Music succeeded this conversation. Eve having taken the 
Dfecaotion to have the piano tuned before quitting port, an 
laspedient we would recommend to all who have a regard 
for the instrument that extends beyond ils outside, or even 
for Iheir own ears. John Effingham executed brilliantly on 
the violin ; and, as it appeared on inquiry, the two younger 
gentlemen performed respectably on the flute, flageolet, and 
one or two other wind instruments. We shall leave them 
doing great justice to Beethoven, Rossini, and "Mayerheer, 
whose compositions Mr. Dodge did not fail to sneer at in 
tfte outer cabin, as affected and altogether unworthy of 
attention, and return on deck to the company of the anxious 
master. 

Captain Truck had continued lo pace the deck moodily 
and alone, during the whole evening, and he only seemed 
to come to a recollection of himself when the relief passed 
him on his way to the wheel, at eight bells. Inquiring the 
hour, he got into the ►nizzen rigging, with a night-giass, and 
swept the horizon in search of the Foam. Nothing could 
be made out, the darkness having settled upon the water in 
a way to circumscribe the visible horizon to very narrow 
limits. 

"This may do," he muttered to himself, as he swung off 
by a rope, and alighted again on the planks of the deck. 
Mr. Leach was summoned, and an order was passed foi 
the relieved watch tii remain on deck for duty. 

When all was ready, the first male went through the 
ship, seeing that all the candles were extmguished, or that 
(he hoods were drawn over the sky-hghta, in such a way 
as to conceal any rays that might gleam upwards from the 
cabin. At the same time attention was paid to the binnacle 
lamp. This precaution observed, the people went to work 
to reduce the sail, and in the course of twenty minutes they 
had got in the studding-sails, and all the standing canvas 
to the toisails, the fore-course, and a forward staysail. 
The three topsails were then reefed, with sundry urgeni 
rommands to the crew to be active, for, " The Rnglishinan 
was coming up like a horse, all this time, no doubt." 
9* 
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T1m3 much elTected, the hands retuined on deck, as much 
amazed at the several arrangements as if the order had 
been to cul away the masts. 

" If we had a few guns, and were a little stronger- handed," 
growled an old salt to the second-mate, as he hitched tip 
his trousers and rolled over his quid, " I should think the 
hard one, aft, had been stripping for a fight ; but as it is 
we have nothing to carry on the war with, unless we throw 
sea-biscuits into the enemy ^" 

" Stand by to veer /" called out the captain from the 
quarter-deck ; or, aa he pronounced it, " ware." 

The m^ sprang to the braces, and the bows of the ship 
fell off gradually, as the yards yielded slowly to the drag, 
tn a minute the Montaok wag rolling dead before it, and her 
broadside came sweeping up to the wind with the ship's 
head to (he eastward. This new direction iu the course 
had the double effect of hauling off the land, and of diverg. 
ing at more than right angles from the line of sailing of the 
Foam, if that ship still continued in pursuit. The seamen 
nodded their heads at each other in approbation, for all now 
aa well understood the meaning of the change as if it had 
been explained to them verbally. 

The revolution on deck produced as sudden a revolution 
below. The ship was no longer runnmg easily on an even 
keel, but was pitchmg violently into a head beating sea, and 
the wind, which a ftw minutes befoie, was s aicely ielt Id 
blow, was now w hi'^tlmg its hundred strains among the 
cordage. Some sought their bettht., among whom weie 
Mr, Sharp and Mr Dodge, some burned up the staiis fo 
learn the reason, and all broke up their avocations loi the 

Captain Truck had the usual number of questions fo an 
swer, which he did in the following 6uci,inct and graphu" 
manner, a reply that we hope will piove as satisfactory to 
the reader, as it was made fo be, perfoice, sati'.factory to 
the curious on boaid 

" Had we stood on an hour longer, gentlemen we should 
have been lost on the coast of Cornwall !" he said, pithily : 
" had we stopped where we were, the sloop-of-war woulu 
nave been down upon us in twenty minutes ; by changing 
Ae course, in the way you have seen, he may get to lee- 
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ward of lis ; r i e fi d o he ay cl an^e h on 
coui'se, in the da k be ^ '^^ ' ^^h "8 o ^ as to go 
right ; CT he maj and n and &e u[ 1 e bs o h n a- 
jesty's ship Foa o d y a oOp, i ocks o he L Zii d, 
where I hope a he people w il ge safely asl o e, d, y shod " 

Aller wai.tiog the result anxiously for an hour, the pas- 
Bengere retired to their rooms one by one ; but Captain 
Truck did not quit the deck until, the middle watch was set. 
Paul Blunt heard him enter his atate-room, which was nest 
to his owB, and putting out his head, he inquired the news 
above. The worthy master had discovered something about 
(his young in«n which created a respect for his naafioal in- 
formation, for he never misapplied a term, and be invariably 
answered all his questions promptly, and with respect. 

" Dirtier, and dirtier," he said, in defiance of Mr. Dodge's 
opinion of the piirase, pulling oif his pee-jacket, and laying 
aside his sow-wester ; " a c£^-full of wind, with juat enough 
drizzle to take the comfort out of a man, and lacker him 
down like a boot." 

" The ship has gone about V 

" Like a dancing-master with two toes. We have got 
her bead to the southward and westward again; another 
reef in the topsails," (which word Mr- Truck pronounced 
tatcsails, with great unction,) " England well under our lee, 
and the Atlantic ocean right before us. 'Si^ hours on this 
wiurse, and we make a fair wind of it." 

"And the sloop?" 
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Most of the passengers appeared on deck soon aliet 
Sauflders was again heard rattling among his giasses. The 
(lay was sufficiently advanced to allow a distloct view of 
ail that was passing, and the wind had stiifted. The change 
had not occurred rrjore than lew minutes, and as mosi of the 
inmates of the cabin poured up the cabin-stairs nearly in a 
body, Mr. Leach had )ust got through with the necessary 
operation of bracing the yartb about, for the breeze, which 
was OMning atiff, now blew from the northeast. No land 
was visible^ and the mate was just giving his (pinion that 
they were «p with Scilly, as Captain Truck appeared in 
the group. 

thie ginnce aloft, and anothw at the heavens, sufficed to 
let the experienced ntaster ioto all the secrets of his present 
situation. Hia nest step was to jump into the rigging, and 
to take a look at the sea, in the direction of the Lizard, 
There, to hia extreme disappointment, appeared a ahip with 
everyrhing set that would draw, and with a studding-sail 
ifeppiDg, before it could be drawn down, which he knew in 
an instant to be the Foam. At this spectacle Mr. Truck 
Eompressed his lips, and made an inward imprecation, that 
t would ill cofftport with our notions of propriety to repeat. 

" Titrn the hands up and shake out the reefs, Mr," he 
said coolly to his male, for it was a standing rule of the 
captain's to seem calmest when he was in the greatest rage. 
■' Turn them up, sir, and show eveiy rag that will draw, 
from the truck to the louver studding-sail boom, and be d — d 
to them 1" 

On this hint Mr, Leach bestirred himself, and the men 
were quickly on the yards, casting loose gaskets and reef- 
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poinEs. Sail opened after sail, and as tne steerage passen- 
gers, wlio could show a force of thirty or forty mea, aided 
with iheir strength, the Montault was soon rimning dead 
Licibre the wind, under every thing that wouid draw, and 
"itii stuiJding-sails on both sides. Tlie mates looked sur- 
prised, the seamen cast inquiring glances aft, but Mr. Truclc 
lighted a cigav. 

" Gentlemen," said the captain, after a few philosophical 
whiff's, " to go to America with yonder fellow oo my wea- 
ther beam is quite out of the question : he ivould be up with 
me, and in possession, before ten o'clock, and my ouiy play 
is to bring the wind right over the taffrai!, where, luckily, 
we have got it. I think we can bother him at this sport, 
for your sharp bottoms are not as good as your kettie-bot- 
loms in ploughing a full furix>w. As for bearing her can- 
vas, the Monlauk will stand it as long as any ship in King 
William's navy, before the ga,le. And on one thing you 
may rely; I'll carry you all Into Lisbon, before that to- 
bacco-hating rover shal! carry you back to Portsmouth. 
Thia is a calegoiy to wiiich I will stick." 

This chaiactenstic explanation served to let the passen- 
ger') understand the real state of the case. No oae remon- 
'■ 1 ted for all piefeiipd a race to being taken; and even 
thf Englishmen on boa d b n to take sides with 

the vessel fhpy weie in d his h re readily, as Cap- 
l-im Truck fieely admi d h h uiser was too much 

f him on every tack b h h was about to try. 

Mi fehaip hoped that h m 1 n escape, and as for 
S 1 George Templemoi h g n ly repeated his offer 
to pay, out )f his own ] V U 1 port-charges in any 
French, Spanish, or Po g es h bo , the master would 
enter, rather than see s h an done a foreign vessel 

in a time of profound pa 

The expedient of Ca| n T k p ved his judgment, 
and his knowledge of h p fes Within an hour it 

was apparent that, if tl w y essential difference il 

the sailing of the two slip d h p sent circumstances, 
it was sligbtlj in favour of the Montauk, The Foam now 
set her ensign for the first time, a signal that she wished Ic 
sneak the ship in sight. At this Captain Truck chuckled, 
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for be proiiuitiicfid it a sign that she was conscious she 
co'jid not get them within range of her guns, 

" Show him the gridiron," cried the captain, briskly ; " ii 
will not do to be beaten ia civility by a man who has beaten 
\is already on so many other tacks ; but keep all fast as ii 
church-door on a week-day." 

This latter comparison wag probably owing to the cir- 
cumstance of the master's having come from a part of the 
country where all the religion is compressed into the twenty- 
four hours that commence on a Saturday- night at sunset, 
and end at sunset the next day : at least, this was his own 
explanation of the matter. The efieoC of success was 
always to make Mr. Truck loquacious, and he now began 
to toll many excellent anecdotes, of which he had stores, all 
of events that had happened to him in person, or of which 
he had been an eye-witness ; and on which his heanirs, as 
Sancho add, might so certainly depend as true, that, if they 
chose, they might safely swear they had seen them them- 

" Speaking of churches and doors. Sir George," he &<ini. 
between the putFs of the cigar, " were you ever in Rhodi 
Island V 

" Never, as this is my first visit to America, captain." 

" True; well, you will be likely to go there, if yo'i go to 
Boston, as it is the best way ; unless you would prefer to 
run over Nantucket shoals, and a hundred miles of ditto 
as Mr. Dodge calls it." 

" Ditter, captain, if you ylBase^ditter : it is the conti- 
nental word for round-about," 

" The d 1 il is ! it is worth knowing, however. And 

what may be the French for pee-jacket i" 

" You mistake me, sir, — ditter, a circuit, or tho longer 
way." 

" That is the road we are now travelling, by George ! — 
I say. Leach, do you happen to know that we are making 
ft ditter to America ?" 

" You were speaking of a church. Captain Truck," po. 
litely interposed Sir George, who had become rather inti- 
mate with his ielloA'-occupant of the state-room. 

" I was travelling through that state, a few years smcc, 
on my way from Providence to New London, at a time 



Hc^i^db, Google 



wlren a new road had just been opened, ll was on a Sun- 
Jay, and the stage — a Ibur-horse power, you must Itnow — 
had never yet run through on the Lord's-day. Well, wa 
mighi he, as it were, off liere at right angles to our course, 
and there was a short turn in the road, as one would say, 
out yonder. As we hove in sight of the turn, I saw a 
chap at the mast-head of a tree ; down he slid, and away 
he, went right before it, towards a meeting-house two '«■ 
three cables length down the road We foUowe 1 at a a i 
jog, and just beibre we got the ch ch abei n out pou f d 
the whole congregation, horse and loo parson i d die = 
sinners aiid hypocrites, to sec the fbu ho e pn ver s,o past 
Now this is what I oali keeping tl c ch r h-doo ojp a 

Sunday." 

We might have hesitated about record ng Ihi anc dote 
of the captain's, had we not rece ved an account of the 
same occurrence from a quarter that left no doul t that h s 
version of the affiiir was substant ally correct Th i and 
a few similar adventures, some of wh hie nvenled and all 
of which he swore were literal, enabled the worthy master 
x> keep the quarter-deck in good liumour, while the ship 
was running at ihe rate of ten knots the hour in a line so 
far diverging from her true course. But the relief to lands- 
men is so great, in general, in meeting with a fair wind al 
sea, tiiat few are disposed to quarrel with its consequences. 
A bright day, a steady ship, the pleasure of motion as they 
raced wilh the combing seas, and the interest of the chase, 
set every one at ease ; and even Steadfast Dodge was less 
devoured with envy, a jealousy of his own deservings, and 
the desire of management, than usual. Not an introductioti 
occurred, and yet the little world of the ship got to be bet- 
ter acquainted with each other in the course of tiiat day, 
than would have happened in months of the usual collision 

The Montauk c^Mitinued to gain on her pursuer until the 
sun set, when Captain Truck began once more fo cast alroiit 
bini for the chances of the night. He knew that the ship 
was running into the mouth of tho Bay of Biscay, or ai 
least was fast approaching it, and he bethought him of the 
meari^ i)f getting to the westward. The night promised to 
he anvihin;^ but dark, for .though a good many wild-lookma 
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clouds were by this time scudding athwart the heavens, the 
moon diffused a sort of twilight gleam in the air. Waiting 
patiently, however, until the middle- watch was aguie called, 
hfl reduced sail, and bawled the ship off to a south-west 
ccirse, hoping by this slight change insensibly to gain an 
. offiog before the Foann was aware of it ; a scheme that he 
thought more likely to be successful, as by dint of sheer 
driving thi'oughout the day, he had actually caused th« 
coufses of that vessel to dip before the night shut in. 

Eyea the most vigibnt become weary of watching, and 
Captain Truck was nnpleasaatly disturbed next morning by 
an ftlarm that the Foam wag just out of gun-shot, cciming 
up with them fast. On gaining the deck, he found the fac! 
indiaputable. Favoured by the change in the course, the 
cruiser had been gradually gaining on the Montauk ever 
since the first watch was relieved, askd had indeed lessened 
the distance between the respective ships hy two-thirds. 
No remedy remained but to try the old expedient of getting 
the wind over the taffrail once more, and of showing ail the 
canvas that could be spread. As like causes are known to 
produce like effecta, the expedient brought about the eJd re- 
sults. The packet bad the best of it, and the sloop-of-war 
slowly fell astern. Mr, Truck now declared he woald make 
a " regular business of it," and accordingly ho drove his 
sliip in that direction throughout the day, the following 
night, and until near noon of the day which succeeded, 
varying his course slightly to suit the wind, which he stu- 
diously kept so near aft as to allow the studding-sails to 
draw on both sides. At meridian, on the fourth day out, 
the captain got a good observation, and ascertained that the 
ship was in the latitude of Oporto, uilh an offing of less 
than a degree. At this time the top-galianl sails of th'- 
Foam might be discovered fiom the dtck, resemblinga boat 
eliiiging to the watery horizon As he had fully made up 
his mind to run into poit m prefeience to being overhauled, 
I he master had kept so near the land, with an intention of 
profiling by his position, m tue event of any change Si' 
vouring his pursuers; but he now believed that at sunset he 
ahould be safe in finally shaping his couise for America. 

" There must be double-fortified eyes aboard that fellow 
to see what we. are about at this distance, when the night is 



Hc^i^db, Google 



HOMEIVARD ROUND, 109 

once shat ir.," he said to Mr. Leach, who sccunded all his 
ordeis wi.h obedient zeal, " and we will watch our moment 
to siip out fairly into the great prairie, and then we shall 
discover who best knows (he (rail I You'll be for trolling 
off to the prairies. Sir George, as soon as we get in, and 
for trying your hand at the buffaloes, like all the rest of 
them. Ten years since, if an Englishman came to look al 
us, he was afraid of being scalped in Broadway and now 
he is never satisfied unless he is astraddle of the Rooicy 
Mountains in the first fortnight. I take over lots of cock, 
ney-huntei's every summer, wlio just get a shot at a grizzly 
bear or two, or at an antelope, and come back in time for 
the opening of Drury Lane." 

" Should we not be more certain of accomplishing your 
plans, by seeking refuge in Lisbon for a day or two 'f I 
confess now 1 should like to see Lisbon, and as for the port- 
charges, I would rather pay them twice, than that this poor 
man should be torn from his wife, pn this point I hope. 
Captain Truck, I have made myself sufficiently explicit," 

Captain Truck shook the baronet heartily by the hand, 
as he always did when this offer was renewed, declaring 
that his feelings did him honour. 

" Never fear for Davis," he said, " Old Grab shall not 
have him this tack, nor the Foam neither. I'll throw him 
overboard before such a disgrace befall us or him. Well, 
this leech has driven us from the old road, and nothing now . 
remains but to make the southern passage, unless the wind 
prevail at south." 

The Montauk, in truth, had not much varied from a 
course that was once greatly in favour with the London 
ships, Lisbon and New York being nearly in the same 
parallel of latitude, and the currents, if properly improved, 
often favouring the run. It is tme, the Montauk had hkept 
closer in with the continent by a long distance than was 
usual, even for the passage he had named ; but the peculiar 
circumstances of the chase had left no alternative, as (lie 
master explained to his listeners. 

" It was a coasting voyage, or a tow back to Pons- 
moufh, Sir George," he said, " and of the two, I know 
you l.ke the Montauk too well to wish to he quit of bet m 
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To tliis tlie bnroiiet gave a willing assent, jirotesting thai 
Ills feelings had got 30 much enlisted on the side of the vea- 
Bel he was in, that he would cheerfully forfeit a thousand 
pounds ralher than be overtaken. The master assured him 
that was just what he liked, and swore that he was the sort 
of passenger he mo t delghted 'n 

" When a mau puts I s foot on tl e deck of a h p S r 
G^rge, he should lo- ! upon her is h a home h « c! urch 
his wife and child en h s unelts and a its and all the 
other lumber asho e Th s s the se t e t t make sea 
men. Now, I enterta n a ^ ea er eo"i d for tl e shor esl 
ropeyarn aboard this sh p than tor tl e to[ sa I si eets o beat 
bower of any other vessel. It is like a niao s loving his 
own finger, or toe, before another person's. I have heard 
it said that one should love his neighbour as well as him- 
self; but for my part 1 love my ship better than my neigh- 
bour's, or my neighbour himself; and I fancy, if the truth 
were known, my neighbour pays me back in the same coin I 
For my part, I like a thing because it is mine." 

A little before dark the head of the Montaok was inclined 
towards Lisbon, as if her intention was to run in, but thf 
moment the dark spot that pointed out the position of the 
Foam was lost in the haze of the horizon, Captain Truck 
gave the order to " ware" and sail was made to the west- 
south-west. 

iVIoat of the passengers felt on intense curiosity to know 
the state of things on the following morning, and all thf. 
men among them were dressed and on deck just as the day 
began to break. The wind had beea fresh and steady all 
night, and as the ship had been kq]t with, her yards a little 
checked, and topmast studdiiig-sails set, the officers reported 
her to be at least a hundred miles to the west\vard of the 
spot, where she veered. The reader will imagine the dis- 
appmntment the latter experienced, then, wheD they beheld 
the Foam a tittle on their weather-quarter, edging away for 
them as assiduously as she had been hauling up for them 
the night th^y sailed from Portsmoutii, distant little more 
'ban a league! 

" TV]s is indeed extraordinary perseverance," said Paul 
Ulunl to Eve, at whose side he was standing at !he moment 
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tho (act was aacei'tained, " and I think our captain mighl 
Jo well to heave-to and ascertain ita cause." 

'■ 1 hope not," cried his companion with vivacity. I 
confess to an esprit de corps, and a gallant determinaiion 
to ' see it out,' as Mr. Leach styles his own ^resolution. 
One does not like to bt followed about the ocean in this 
manner, unless it be for the intereat it gives the voyage. 
After all, how much better is this than dull solitude, and 
what a zest it gives to the monotony of the ocean !" 
" Do you then find the ocean a scene of monotony V 
" Such it has oilener appeared to me than anything else, 
and I give it a fair trial, having never le mal de mer. Put 
1 acquit it of this sin now ; for the interest of a chase, in 
roasonably good weather, is quite equal to that of a horse- 
race, which is a thing I delight in. Even Mr. John Effing- 
liam can look radiant under its excitement." 

" And when this is the case, he is singularly handsome ; 
a nobler outline of face is seldom seen than that of Mr- 
John Effingham." 

" He has a noble outline of soul, if he did but know it 
himself," returned Eve, warmly ; " I love no one as much 
as he, with the exception of my father, and as Mademoiselle 
Viefville would aay, pour cause." 

The young man could have listened all day, but Eve 
iimiled, bowed graciously, though with a glistening eye, and 
hastily left the deck, conscious of having betrayed some 
of her most cherished feelings to one who had no claim to 
share them. 

Captain Truck, while vexed to his heart'^ core, or, as he 
expressed it himself, " struck aback, tike an old lady shot 
oir a hand-sled in sliding down hill," was prompt in apply- 
ing the old remedy to the evil. Tlie Montauk was again 
pill before the wind, sail was made, and the fortimes of the 
chase were drtce more cast- on the " play of the ship." 

The commander of the Foam certainly deprecated Ihia 
change, for it was hardly made before he set his ensign, ajid 
ired a gun. But of these signals no other notice was talt«n 
Ihan to show a flag in return, when the caplain and his 
mates proceeded to get the bearings of the sloop-of-war. 
Ten minutes showed they were gaining ; twenty did better ■ 
and in an hour she was well on the quarter. 
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Anofher day of strife succeeded, or raiiier of puie sail- 
ing, for not a rope was started on board the Monlauk, the 
wind still standing fresh and steady. The sloop made 
many signals, all indicating a desire to speak the Montault, 
but Captiiin Truck declared himself too experienced a navi- 
gator to be caught by bunting, and in too great a hurry to 
stop and chat by the way. 

" Vattel had laid down no law for such a piece of com- 
plaisance, in a time of profound peace. I am not to be 
caught by that category." 

The result may be anticipated from what has been already 
related. The two ships kept before the wind until the Foam 
was again far astern, and the observations of Captain Truck 
told him, he was as far south as the Azores. In one ot 
these islands he was determined to take refuge, provided ho 
was not favoured by accident, for going farther south was 
out of the question, unless absolutely driven to it. Calcu- 
lating his distance, on the evening of the sixth day out, he 
found thai he might reach an anchorage at Pico, before the 
sloop-of-war could dose with him, even allowing the neces- 
sity of hauling up again by the wind. 

]3ut Providence had ordered ditTerently. Towards mid- 
night, the breeze almost failed and became baffling, and 
when the day dawned the officer of the watch reported that 
it was ahead. The pursuing ship, though sfiM in sight, was 
luckily so far astern and to leeward as to prevent any dan 
ger from a visit by boats, and there was leisure to make the 
preparations that might become necessary on the springing 
up of II new breeze. Of the speedy occurrence of such a 
change there was now every symptom, the heavens lighting 
up at the northwest, a quarter from which the genius of the 
itorras moHtly delights in making a display of his power. 
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I come with mightier thinp; 
Wlio coils me ailenl! T ha™ many lonea- 
Tbfl dark sky thrills with low mysterious n 



The avvjiking of the winds on the ocean is frcquentl, 
attended with signs and portents as siibhme as any the fancy 
can conceive. On the present occasion, the bi-eeze that liaii 
prevailed so steadily for a week was succeeded hy light bai- 
liing puffe, as if, conscious of the mighty powers of the air 
that were assembling in their strength, these inferior blasts 
were hurrying to and fro for a refuge. The clouds, too, 
wore whirling about in uncertain eddies, many of the hea- 
viest and darkest descending so low along the horizon, thai 
they had an appearance ol settling on the waters in quest 
of repose. But the wateis themselves were unnaturally 
agitated. The billows, no longer following each other in 
long regular waves, «ere caieeimg upwards, like fiery 
coursers suddenly checlicd tn their mad career. The usual 
order of the eternally unquiet ocean was lost in a species 
of chaotic tossings of the element, the seas heaving them- 
selves upward, without order, and frequently without visible 
cause. This was the reaction oT the currents, and of the 
influence of breezes still older than the last. Not the least 
fearful symptom of the hour was the terrific calmness of 
the air amid such a scene of menacing wildness. Even the 
ship came into the picture to aid the impression of intense 
expectation ; for with her canvas reduced, she, too, seemed 
lo have lost that instinct which had so lately guided her 
slong the trackless waste, and was "wallowing," nearly 
nelpless, among the confused waters. Still she was a beau- 
tiful aiid a grand object, perhaps more so at that moment 
than at any other ; for her vast and naked spars, her Weil- 
supported masts, and all the ingenious and compficnif.'d 
hamper of the machine, gave her a resemblance to some 
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sinewy and gigantic gladiator, pacing fhe arena, in waiting 
for the conflict that was at hand. 

" This is an extraordinary scene," said Eve, who clung 
lo her father's arm, as she gazed around lier equally in ad- 
" a dreadful exhibition of the sub- 



limity of nature!' 

"Although accustomed to the sea," returned Mr, Blunt, 
" I have witnessed these ominous changes but twice belbre, 
and 1 think this the grandest of them all." 

" Were the others followed by tempests?" inquired the 
anxious parent. 

" One brought a tremendous gale, while the other passed 
sway like a misfortune of which we get a near view, but 
are permitted to escape the effects." 

" I do not know that I wish such to be entirely our present 
Ibrtune," rejoined Eve, " for there is so much sublimity in 
this view of] the ocean unarouaed, that I feel desirous of 
seeing it when aroused." 

" Wo are not in the hurricane latitudes, or hurricane 
months," resumed the young man, " and it is not probable 
that there ia anything more in reserve for us than a hearty 
gale of wind, ivhich may, at least, help us to get rid of 
yonder troublesome follower." 

" Even that I do not wish, provided he will let us continue 
the race on our proper route. A chase across (he Atlantic 
would be something lo enjoy at the moment, gentlei 
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fitter than he in others. If the humouring is U> come froni 
our honest captain, it will be some such humouring as (he 
spoiled child gets from a capricious parent in moments o 
anger." 

Mr. Truck passed the group at that instant, and heard 
his name coupled with the word honest, in the mouth of 
Eve, though he lost the rest of the sentence- 

" Thank you for the compliment, my dear young lady," 
he said ; " and I wish I could persuade Captain Somebody, 
af his Brifaonic Majesty's ship Foam, to be of the same 
way of thinking. It is all because he will not fancy me 
honest in the article of tobanco, that he has got the Montauk 
down here, on the Spanish coast, where the man who buill 
her wouJd not know her ; so unnatural and unseemly is it 
lo catch a London liner so far out of her track. I shall 
have to use double care to get the good craft home again." 

" And why this particular difficulty, captain?" Eve, who 
ivas amused with Mr. Truck's modes of speech, pleasantly 
inquired. " Is if not equally easy to go from one part of 
the ocean, as from another?" 

" Squally easy 1 Bless you, my, dear young lady, you 
never made a more capital mistake in your life. Do yoa 
imagine it is as easy to go from London to New York, now, 
as to go from New York to London?" 

" I am so ignorant as to have made this ridiculous mis- 
take, if mistate it be ; nor do I now aee why it should be 
otherwise." 

" Simply because it is up-hill,' ma'am. As for our posi- 
tion here to the eastward of the Azores; the difficulty is 
soon espiained. By dint of coaxing I bad got the good old 
ship so as to know every inch of the roail on the northern 
passage, and now I shall be obliged to wheedle her along 
on a new route, like a shy horse getting through a new 
stable-door. One might as well think of driving a pig 
from his sty, as to get a ship out of her track." 

" We trust to you to do all this and much more at need. 
Gut to what will these grand omens lead 1 Shall we have a 
gale, or is so much magnificent menacing to be taken as an 
empty threat of Nature's?" 

" That we shall know in the course of the day. Miss 
Pffinj^hara, tiiough Nature is no buily, and seldom threafena 
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ill vain. There is notliing more curious to study, or whicL 
needs a nicer eye to detect, than your winds." 

" Of (he latter I am fully persuaded, captain, for they 
are called the * viewless winds,' you will remember, and the 
gteafesl authority we possess, speaks of them as being quife 
beyond the knowledge of man That v.s may heai the 
sound of the wind, but cannot tell whence it cometh, or 
whither it goeth.'" 

" I do not remember the writei you me in my dear y >ung 
lady," returned Mr. Truck, quite luno entlj bui he wi 
a sensible fellow,. for I believe ^ attel ha? ne^er yet dued 
to grapple with the winds. Theie aie people who fancy 
the weather is foretold in the almanack but accordmg to 
my opinion, it is safer to trust a rheiimat s of two or three 
years' standing. A good, well estabhshed old fashioned 
rheumatis' — I say no5iing of youi new ftngled diseases 
like the cholera, and varioloid and animal ma^itudes — 
hut a good old-fashioned rheumatisi such as people tfed to 
have when I was a boy, is as certain a baiometer as that 
which is at this moment hanging up in the coach hou&c 
here, wilhin two fathoms of the veij spot where we aie 
standing, I once had a rheumatis that I set much store 
by, for it would let me know when to look ouf for easterly 
weather, quite as infallibly as any instiurocnt I evei sailed 
with. I never told yoo the story of the old Connecticut 
horse-jockey, and the typhoon I believe and as we aie 
doing nothing but waiting foi the weathei to make op its. 

" The weather to make up its nund I e\cKimed Eve 
looking around her in awe at the suHime and teinfic giin 
deur of the ocean, of the heavens and ol the pent and 
moody air; "is there an imceilamfy in (his? 

" Lord bless you ! my dear young Isidy the weathei i^ 
often aa uncertain, and as undecided, and as hard to ])lease, 
too, as an old gir! who gets sudden offers on the same day 
from a widower with ten children, an attorney with one leg, 
and the parson of the parish. Uncertain, indeed ! Why 1 
have known the weather in this grandiloquent condilion for 
a whole day. Mr. Dodge, there, will tell you it is making 
»p its mind which way it ought to blow, to be popular ; so, 
as we have nothing better lo do; Mr. Effingham, I will tell 



Hc^i^db, Google 



you ihe story about my neighbour, the horse-jookey. Haul- 
in}; yards wnen there is no wind, ia like playing on a Jew's- 
tiarp, at a concert of trombones," 

iWr. Effingham made a complaisant sign of assent, and 
pressed the arm of the excited Eve for patience. 

" You must know, gentlemen," the captain commenced, 
looking round to collect as many listeners as possible, — for 
lie excessively disliked lecturing to small audiences, when 
ho had anything to say that he thought particularly clever, 
— " you must know that we had formerly many craft that 
went between the river and the islands — " 

— " The river?" interrupted the amused Mr. Sharp. 

"Certain; the Connecticut, I mean; we all call it the 
river down our way — between the river and the West Indies, 
with horses, cattle, and other knick-knacks of that descrip- 
don. Among otbera was old Joe Bunk, who had followed 
ihe trade in a high-decked brig for some twenty three years, 
ho and the brig having grown old in company, like man 
and wife. About forty years since, our river ladies began 
to be tired of their bohea, and as there was a good deal said 
in favour of souchong in those days, an excitement was 
got up on the subject, as Mr. Dodge calls it, and it was de- 
termined to make an experiment in the new quality, before 
they dipped fairly into the trade. Well, what do you sup- 
pose was done in the premises, as Vattel says, ray dear 
young lady?" 

Eve's eyes were still on the grand and portentous aspect 
of the heavens, but she civilly answered, 

" No doubt they sent to a shop and purchased a sample." 

" Not they ; they knew loo much for that, since any 
rogue of a grocer might cheat them. When the excitement 
bad got a little headway on it, they formed a tea society, 
with the parson's wife for presidentess, and her oldest daugh- 
ter for secretary. In this way they went to work, untL' the 
men got into the fever too, and a project was set a-fool to 
^end a craft to China for a sample of what fhey wanted." 

"China!" exclaimed Eve, this time looking the captain 
fairly in the face- 

" China, certain ; it lies off hereaway, you know, round 
en the other side of the earth. Weil, whom should they 
I'lioosp to go on the errand but old Joe Bonk. The old man 
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had beeii so oilea to the islands and iiack, without knowing 
anything of navigation, they thought he wus juai their man, 
lui there was no such thing as losing him." 

" One would think he was the very man to get !ost," ob- 
served Mr. Effiaghara, while the captain fitted a fresh cigar; 
Ibr smoke he would, and did, in any company, that was out 
il the cabin, although he always professed a readiness to 
.:ease, if any person disliked the fragrance of tobacco. 

" Not he, sir ; he was just as well off in the Indian Ocean 
as he would be here, for he knew nothing about either. 
Well, Joe fitted up the brig; the Seven Dollies was her 
name; ibr you must know we had seven ladies in the town, 
who were cally Dolly, and (hey each of them used to send 
a colt, or a steer, or some other delicate article to the islands 
by Joe, whenever he went ; so he fitted up the Seven Dol- 
lies, hoisted in hia dollars, and made sail. The last thai 
was seen or heard of the old man for eigh! months, was ofi" 
Montauk, where he was fallen in with, two days out, steer- 
ing south-easterly, by compass." 

" I should think," observed John Effingham, who began 
to arouse himself as the story proceeded, " that Mrs. Bunk 
must have been very uneasy all this time ?" 

" Not she ; she stuck to the bohea in hopes the souchong 
would arrive before the restoration of the Jews. Arrive il 
did, sure enough, at the end of eight months, and a capita' 
adventure it proved for all concerned. Old Joe got a great 
name in the river for the exploit, though how he got to 
China no one could say, or how he got back again ; or, for 
a long time, how he got the huge heavy silver tea-pot, he 
brought home with him." 

" A silver tea-pot V 

" Exactly that article. At last the truth came to be 
known ; for it is not an easy matter to hide anything of 
that nature down our way ; it is aristocratic, as Mr, Dodge 
says, to keep a secret. At first they tried Joe with all sorts 
of questions, but he gave them ' guess' for ' guess.' Then 
peop e began to talk, and finally it was fairly whispered 
(hat the old man had stolen the tea-pot. This brought him 
before the meeting. — Law was out of the question, you will 
understand, as there was no evidence ; hut Iho meeting 
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don't stick much at particulars, provided people talk a good 
deal." 

" And the result V asked John Effingham, " I suppose 
the parish look tile tea-pot and left Joe the grounds." 

" YoT. are as tar out of the way as we are here, down on 
the coast of Spain I The trulh is just this. The Seven 
Dollies was lying among the rest of them, at anchor, below 
Canton, with the weather as fine as young girls love to see 
it ill May, when Joe began to get down his yards, to house 
his masts, and to send out all his spare anchors. He even 
went so far as to get two hawsers fastened to a junk that 
Imd grounded a little a-head of him. This made a talk 
.among the captains of the vessels, and some came on board 
lo ask the reason. Joe told them he was getting ready for 
the typhoon ; but when they inquired his reasons for believ- 
ing there was to be a typhoon at all, Joe looked solemn, 
shook his head, and said he had reasons enough, but they 
were his own. Had he been explicit, he would have been 
laughed at, but the sight of an old grey-headed man, who 
had been at sea forty years, getting ready in this seiious 
inapner, set the others at work too ; for ships follow each 
otlier's movements, like sheep running through a breach in 
the fence. Well, that night the typhoon came in earnest, 
imd it blew so hard, that Joe Bunk said he coiiid see the 
houses in the moon, all the air having blown out of the at- 
mosphere." 

" But what has this to do with the teapot. Captain 
Truck ?" 

"It is the life and soul of it. The captains in port were 
so delighted with Joe's foreknowledge, that they clubbed, 
and presented him this pot as a testimony of their gratitude 
and esteem. He'd got to be popular among them, Mr. 
Dodge, and that was the way they proved it." 

" But, pray, how did he know the storm was approach- 
ing?" asked Eve, whose curiosity had been awakened in 
spile of herself. " It could not have been thai his ' fore- 
knowledge' was supernatural," 

" That no one can say, for Joe was presbyterian-built, as 
we say, kettle- bottomed, and stowed well. The truth was 
not discovered until len years afterwards, when the old fel- 
low gol to be a regular cripple, what between rheumatis'. 
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old age, and steaming. One day he had an attack of Ihe 
first complaint, and in one of its most severe paroxysms, 
when nature is apt to wince, he roared three times, ' a 
typhoon I a typhoon ! a typhoon 1' and the murder was out. 
Sui-e enough, the next day we had a regular north-easter ; 
but old Joe got no sign of popularity that time. And now, 
when you gel to America, gentlemen and ladies, you will 
he able to say you have heard the story of Joe Bunk and 
fits tea-pot." 

Thereupon Captain Truck took two or three hearty whiffs 
of the cigar, turned his face upwards, and permitted the 
smoke to issue forth in a continued stream until it was ex- 
hausted, but slill keeping his head raised in (he inconveni- 
ent position it had taken. The eye of the master, fastened 
in this manner on something aloft, was certain to draw 
other eyes in the same direction, and in a few seconds all 
around him were gazing in the same way, though none but 
himself could tell why. 

" Turn up the watch below, Mr. Leach," Captain Truck 
at length called out, and Eve observed that he threw away 
the cigar, although a fresh one ; a proof, as she fancied, 
that he was preparing for duty. 

The people were soon at their places, and an effort was 
made to get the ship's head round to the southward. 
Although the frightful stillness of the atmosphere rendered 
the manCBovre difficult, it succeeded in the end, by profiting 
by the passing and fitful currents, that resembled so many 
sighmgs of the air. The men were then sent on the yards, 
to furl al! the canvas, with the exception of the three top- 
sails and the fore-course, most of it having been merely 
hauled up to await the result. All those who had ever been 
at sea before, saw in these preparations proof that Captain 
Truck expected the change would be sudden and severe : 
atiU, as he betrayed no uneasiness, they hoped his measures 
were merely those of prudence. Mr. Effingham co«!d not 
refrain from inquiring, however, if there existed any imme- 
diate motives for the preparations that were eo actively, 
though not hurriedly, making, 

" This is no affiiir for the rheumatis'," returned the face- 
tio^is master, " for, look you here, my worthy sir, and yoU; 
my dear young lady," — this was a sort of parental famih- 
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arity the honest lack, fan ed 1 p 1 ad a r "h o take witha5I 
his unmarried enal pas eno-e n tae of his office, 
nnd of his be g a bad elor 3 a og hard upon sixty ; — 
■'look you he e m dea young lady tmdyou too, ma'am- 
Helle, for you can understand the clouds, I take it, if they 
iiro not French clouds ; do you not see the manner in which 
those black-looking rascals are putting their heads together? 
They are plottiog something quite in their own way, I'll 

"The clouds are huddling, and rolling over each other, 
certaioly," returned Eve, who had been struck with the wild 
beauty of their evolutions, " and a noble, though fearful pic- 
ture they present; but I do not understand the particular 
meaning of tt, if there be any hidden omen in their airy 
flights." 

" No rheumatis' about you, young lady," said the cap- 
tain, jocularly ; " too young, and handsome, and too mo 
dern, too, 1 dare say, for that old-fashioned complaint. But 
on one category you may rely, and that is, that nothing in 
nature conspires without an object," 

" But I do not think vapour whirling in a current of air 
is a conspiracy," answered Eve, laughing, " though it may 
bo a category." 

" Perhaps not, — who knows, however ; for it is as ca.iy 
to suppose that objects understand each other, as that horses, 
and dogs understand each other. We know nothing aboui 
It and, therefoip, it behooves us to say nothmg If man 
kind conversed only of the thmgs they understood, half thp 
^^ irds mignt be struck out of the diclionanes But, as 1 
w as remarking, those cloud", you can see, are getting to- 
gether, and are makmg ready for a start, smce here Ihey 
will net be able lo stay much longer " 

" And what will compel them to disappear '" 

" Do me the favour to turn your ejes here, to the nor- 
west You see an opening there that looks like a crouch 
ing lion , IS it not so '" 

' There is cortamlv a bnght cleir slreik of sky along 
tVie maigm of the ocein, thit has quite latclj made if" ap 
jpiiinue, doe'- it prove that thenindwill bton from thai 
quarter ?" 

" Quitr as much, mj dear young lady, as when you open 
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your window it proves that you mean to put your head oul 
,[ it." 

"An act a well-bred youog woman very seldom pei- 
forms," observed Mademoiselle Viofville, "and never m a 

"No? Well, in our o n le e he women's 

iieads are half the time ou f he d ws Bu I do noi 
pretend, ma'amselle, to b e p p p e of this sort, 

though I can venture to say him ne h of a judge 
of what the winds would be ab wl en h y pen tketr 
shutters. This opening le we hen is a sure 

sign of something comin o o h w d II bred oi 

" But," added Eve, " the cloud., above us, and those far- 
ther south, appear to Ije hui-rying towards youi bright open- 
ing, captain, instead of from il," 

" Quite in nature, gentlemen , quite in naluie, ladie-. 
When a man has fully made up his mmd to rtlrrat, he 
blusters the most; and one step foiward often piomists two 
backward. You often see the stormy petterel sailing at a 
ship as if he meant to come aboaid, but he takes good care 
(o put his helm down before he is fairly in the rigging So 
it is with clouds, and all other things m nature Vatlel 
says you may make a show of fight when your necessities 
require it, but that a neutral cannot hre a gun, unless 
against pirates. Now, these clouds are putting the best face 
on the matter, but in a few minutes you will see them 
wheeling as St. Paul did before them." 

" St. Paul, Captain Truck !" 

" Yes, my dear young lady ; to the right about." 

Eve frowned, for she disliked some of these nautical 
images, though it was impossible not to smile in secret at 
r associations that so ofien led the well-meaning 



master's discursive 
jumble of an early 
externals and profes 
observation and much 
his stock of informati 



iscourse. His mind was a strange 

iligious education, — religious aa to 

■ns, at least, — with subsequent loose 

worldly experience, and he drew on 

n, according to his own account of 

;he matter, " as Saunders, the steward, cut the butter from 

'he firkius, or as it came first." 

His prediction concerning the clouds proved to he true, 
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for hair an hour did not pass befoie Ihey were seen " scam 
poring out of the way of the noi '-wester," to use the cip 
tain's figure, " like sheep giving play to the dogs " The 
horizon brightened with a rapidity almost supernatural, and, 
in a surprisingly short space of time, the whole of that 
frowning vault that had been shadowed by muiky and mc 
iiaeing vapour, sporting its gamboU in onnnou^ wildne'.s, 
was cleared of everything like a cloud, wi(h the exception 
af a few white, rich, fleecy piles, that were grouped in Ihe 
north, like a battery discharging ita artillery on somp de- 
voted field. . 

The ship betrayed the arrival of thp wind by t ciackmg 
ijf the spars, as they settled into then plai^ph, an! then the 
huge hull began to push aside the uaters, and lo come 
under control. The first shock was fai horn severe, though, 
as the captain determined to bring his vessel up as near his 
course as the direction of the breeze would permit, be soon 
found he had as much canvas spread as she could bear. 
Twenty minutes brought him to a single reef, and half an 
fiour to a second. 

By this time attention was drawn to the Foam. The old 
superiority of that cruiser was now apparent again, and 
calculations were made concerning the possibility of avoid- 
ing her, if they continued to stand on much longer on the 
present course. The captain had hoped the Montauk would 
r bulk, when the two 
I se reefed topsails, as 
as soon compelled 
the southward he 
uld be leading him 
he determination lo 
d d h Id 1 h w near as might be 

h k d I ra! road-stead, if too 

lip d 

li p b b f dnight. Leach," he 

1 ded h f f Id h h mate by saying ; 

■' atid by that time the gale will be at its height, if we are 
lo have a gale, and then the gentleman will not be desirous 
of lowermg hia boals. In ihe mean time, we shall be driv- 
mg in towards the Azores, and it will be nothing out of the 
course of nature, should I find an occasii'-i to play him a 
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trick. As for offering up the Montauk a sacrifice on iht 
altar of tobacco, as old Deacon Hourglass used to say in 
his prayers, it is a category to be averted by any catastro- 
phe shorl of condemnation," 



I. that shower dew^ light 
Through slumbering leaves, bring Blorms ! — ihe ismpest birili 
Of memory, thought, remorse— Be holy. Earth ! 

iViRs. Hehahs. 

In this instance, it is not our task to record any of the 
phenomena of the ocean, but a regular, though fierce gale 
of wind. One of the first signs of its severity was the dis- 
appearance of the passengers from the deck, one shutting 
himself in his room after another, until none remained visi- 
ble but John Effingham and Paul Blunt. Both these gen- 
tlemen, as it appeared, had made so many passages, and 
had got to be so familiar with ships, that sea-aickness and 
alarms were equally impotent as respects their constitutions 
and temperaments. 

The poor steerage-passengers were no exception, but they 
stole for refuge into their dens, heartily repentant, for the 
time being, at having braved the dangers and discomforts 
of the sea. The gentle wife of Davis would now willingly 
have returned to meet the resentment of her uncle ; and as 
for the bridegroom himself, as Mr. Leach, *ho passed 
through this scene of abominations to see tliat all was 
right, described him, — "Mr. Grab would not. wring him 
for a dish-cloth, if he could see him in his present pickle." 

Captain Truck chuckled a good deal at this account, for 
he had much the same sympathy for ordinary cases of sea- 
sickness, as a kitten feels in the agony of the first mouse il 
has caught, and which it is its sovereign pleasure lo play 
with, instead of eating. 

"It serves him right, Mr, Leach, for getting married ; 
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and mind you don't fall into the samp tbuse of your oppor. 

p g h ee o o ga s he pa n o his hand 

b fu h I of he ag an pi nip o s o put into his 

u Ce n^ ma ed M B ommon y makes a 

a a fi sub e fo nausea and no h n^ easier than to 

h s oma h um n n o o n one of your bride- 

goos a o ha ueaa e i^ospe M John Effing- 

M Jin Effin^ha ade no ep y — b he young man 
ho a e onen was adm ng h s fine fo m, and the 
noble outline of his leiitures, was singularly struck with the 
bitterness, not to say anguish, of the smile with which he 
bowed a cold assent. All this was lost on Captain Truck, 
who proceeded con amore. 

" One of the first things that I ask concerning my pas- 
sengers is, is he married 1 when the answer is ' no,' I sel 
him down as a good companion in a gale like this, oi 
as one who can smoke, or crack a joke when a topsail is 
(lying out of a bolt-rope, — a companion for a category. 
Now, if either of you gentlemen had a wife, she would have 
voii under batches to-day, lest you should slip through a 
scupperhole, — or be washed overboard with the spray, — or 
have your eye-brows blown away in such a gale, and then 
[ should lose the honour of your company. Comfort is too 
precious to be thrown away in matrimony. A man may 
gain foreknowledge by a wife, but he loses free agency. 
As for you, Mr. John Effingham, you must have coiled 
away about half a century of life, and there is not much 
to fear on your account ; but Mr. Blunt is still young 
enough to be in danger of a mishap, 1 wish Neptune 
would come aboard of us, hereaway, and swear you to be 
true and constant fo yourself, young gentleman." 

Paul laughed, coloured slightly, and then rallying, he 
replied in the same voice, 

" 4t (he risk of losing your good opinion, captaui, and 
even in the face of this gale, I shall avow myself an advo- 
cate of matrimony," 

" If yoo will answer me one question, my dear sir, I 
will tell you whether the case is or is not hopeless," 
11* 
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" In order to assent to this, you will of couise fee the 
necessity of letting me know what the ([uestion is." 

" Have you made up your mind who iht young woman 
shall be ? If that point is settled, I ean only recommend 
to you some of Joe Bunk's souchong, and advise you to 
submit, for there is no resisting one's fate. The reason 
your Turks yield so easily to predestination and fate, is the 
number of their wives. Many a book is written to show 
the cause of their submitting their necks so easily to the 
Bword and the bow-string. I've been in Turkey, gentle- 
men, and know something of their ways. The reason of 
their submittitig so quifetiy to he beheaded is, that they are 
always ready to hang themselves. How is the fact sir ' 
have you settled upon the young lady in your own mmd oi 
not V 

Although there was nothing in all this but the peimilted 
trifliiig of boon companions on ship-board Pajl Blunt re 
ceived it with an awkwardness one would haidl^ have ex 
peeled in a young man of his knowledge of the woild He 
reddened, laughed, made an effort to throw the captain to 
a greater distance by reserve, and in the end fairly gave up 
the matter by walking to another part of the deck Luck 
i!y, the attention of the honest master was drawn to the 
ehip, at that instant, and Paul flattered himself he was un- 
perceived ; bui the shadow of a figure at his elbow startled 
him, and turning quickly, he found Mr. John Effingham al 

" Her mother was an angel," said the latter huskily. " I 
loo love her ; but it is as a father," 

" " Sir ! — Mr. Effingham ! — These are sodden and unex- 
pected i-emarks, and such as I am not prepared for." 

" Do you think one as jealous of that fair creature as I, 
could have overlooked your passion t — She is loved by 
both of you, and she merits the warmest affection of a thou- 
sand. Persevere, for while I have no voice, and, I fear, 
little influence on her decision, some strange sympathy 
causes me to wish you success. My own man told me that 
you have met before, and with her father's knowledge, and 
ihis is all I ask, for my kinsman is discreet. He probably 
knows you, though I do not." 

The lace of Paul glowed like fire, and he almost gasped 
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fill- breath. Pityiog his distress, Effingham smiled kinJly, 
and was aboui lo quit him, when he felt his hand coiivui- 
fiively ^'rasped by those of the young man. 

" Do not quit me, Mr, Ellingham, I entreat you," ho said 
rapidly; " it is so unusual for me to hear words of eonfi- 
dcnoe, or even ol' kindness, that they are most precious to 
me ! I have permitted myself to be disturbed by the rtui- 
doni remarks of that welt- meaning, but unreflecting man; 
but in a monjent I shail be more composed — more manly — 
less unworthy of your attention ami pity." 

" Pity is a word I should never have thought of applying 
lo the perstMi, character, attainments, or, as I hoped, for- 
tunes of Mr, Blunt ; and I sincerely trust that you wil! ac- 
<|uit me of impertineace. I have fell an interest in you, 
young man, that I have l«ig ceased to feel in most of my 
species, and I trust this will be some apology for the liljerty 
i have taken. Perhaps ibei suspicion that you were anxious 
fo stanii welt in the good opinion of my little coasin was at 
ihe bottom of it all." 

" Indeed you have not misconceived my anxiety, sir ; for 
who is there that could be indifTerenl to the good opinion of 
one so simple and yet so cultivated ; with a mind in which 
nature and knowledge seem to struggle for the possession. 
One, Mr. Effingham, so little like the cold sophistication 
and heartlessness of Europe on the one hand, aiid the un- 
formed girlLshness of America, on the other ; one. In short, 
m every way what the fwidest father or the inost sensitive 
brother could wish." 

John Effingham smiled, for to smile at Miy weakness was 
with him a haWt ; but his eye glistened. After a moment 
of doubt, he turned to his young companion, and with a 
delicacy of expression and a dignity of manner that none 
could excel him in, when he chose, he put a question that 
for several days had been uppermost in his thoughts, though 
no fitting occasion had ever before offered, on which lie 
thought he might venture, 

" This fraak confidence emboldens me — one who ought 
So be ashamed to boast of his greater experience, when 
fivery day shows him to how HttSe profit it has been turned, 
to presume to render our acquaintance less formal, by allu- 
iing Eo interests more personal than strangers have a right 
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to touch on. You speak of the two parts ofthe world jiisl 
mentioned, in a way to show ine you are equally acquainled 
with i)oth." 

" I have often crossed the ocean, and, for so young a 
man, have seen a full share of their societies. Perhaps it 
increases my interest in your lovely kinswoman, thai, hite 
myself, she properly belongs to neither." 

" Be cautious how you whisper that in her ear, my youth 
ful friend ; for Eve Effingham fancies herself as much 
American in character as in birth. Single-minded -and 
totally without management, — devoted to her duties, — re- 
ligious without cant,— a warm friend of liberal institutions, 
without the slightest approach to the impracticable, in heart 
and soul a woman, ymi yfi\l find it hard to persuade her, 
that with all her practice in the world, and all her exten- 
sive attainments, she is more than a humble copy of her 
own great beau ideal." 

Paul smiltd, and his eyes met those of John Effingham 
— the expression of both satisfied the parties thai they 
thought alike in more things than in their common admi- 
ration of the subject of their discourse. 

" I feel I have not been as explicit as I ought to be with 
you, Mr. Effingham," the young, man resumed, after a 
pause ; " but on a more fitting occasion, I ehall presume on 
your kindness to be less reserved. My lot has thrown me 
on the world, almost without friends, quite without relatives, 
so far as intercourse with them is concerned ; and I have 
known little of the language or the acts of the affections." 

John Effingham pressed his hand, and from that time he 
cautiously abstained from any allusion to his personal con- 
cerns ; for a. suspicion crossed his mind that the subject was 
painful to the young man. He knew that thousands of 
well-educated and frequently of affluent people, of both 
sexes, were to be found in Euiwpe, to whom, from the cir- 
cumstance of having been born out of wedlock, through 
divorces, or other family misfortunes, their private histories 
were painful, and he at once inferred that some such event, 
quite probably the first, lay at the bottom of Paul Biunt's 
peculiar situation. Not^vithstanding his warm attachmenl 
to Eve, he had too much confidence in her own as well as 
in her father's judgment, to suppose an acquaintance of any 
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intimacy would be lightly permitted ; and :s to the mere 
prejudieea connected with such aiibjects, he was quite free 
from tfiem. Perhaps his masculine independence of cha- 
racter caused liim, on all such points, to lean to the side of 
the ultra in liberality. 

In this short dialogue, with the exception of the slight 
;hough unequivocal allusion of John Effingham, both had 
avoided any larther allusions to Mr. Sharp, or to his sup- 
pqsed attachment to Eve, Both were confident of its exist- 
ence, and this perhaps was one reason why neitJier felt any 
necessity to advert to it ; for it was a delicate subject, and 
one, under the circumstances, that they would mutually 
wish to forget in their cooler moments. The conversation 
then took a more general character, and for several hours 
that day, while the rest «f the passengers were kept below 
by the state of the weather, these two were together, lay- 
ing, what perhaps it was now too late to term, the founda- 
tion of a generous and sincere friendship. Hitherto Paul 
had regarded John Effingham with distrust and awe , but 
he found him a man so different from what report and his 
own fancy had pictured, that .the reaction in his feelings 
served to heighten (hem, and to aid in increasing his respect. 
On the other hand, the young man exhibited so much 
modest good sense, a fund of information so much beyond 
his years, such integrity and justice of sentiment, that when 
they separated for the night, the old bachelor was full of 
regi-ei that nature had not made htm the parent of such a 

All this time the business of the ship had gone on. The 
wind increased steadily, until, as the sun went down. Captain 
Truck announced it, in the cabin, to be a " regular-built 
gale of wind." Sail after sail had be€ln reduced or furled 
imtll the Montauk was lying-to under her fore-sail, a close- 
reofed main-top-sail, a fore-top-mast stay-sail, and a mizaen 
stay-sail. Doubts were even entertained whether the second 
of these sails would not have to be handed soon, and the 
fore-sail itself reefed. 

Tiie ship's head was to the south-south west, iier drift 
considerable, and her way of course barely sufficient tc 
'■ause lier to feel her helm. The Foam had gained on hei 
several miles during the time sail coul^ be carried ; but she. 



Hc^i^db, Google 



130 HOMEWAHO BOUND. 

also, had been obiigei^ to heave-to, at the same increase oi 
the sea and wiad as tnat which had forced Mr. Truck to 
lash his wheel down. This state of things made a con- 
siderabie change in the relative positions of the two vessels 
again ; the nest morning showing the sloop-of-war hull 
down, and well on the weather-beam of the packet. Her 
sharpf^r mould and more weatherly qualities had done her 
this service, as became a ship intended for war and the chase. 

At all this, however, Captain Truck laughed. He could 
not be boarded in such weather, and it was matter of in- 
dilTerence where his pursuer might be, so long as he had 
time to escape, when the gale ceased. On ihe whole, ho 
was rather glad than otherwise of the present slate of things, 
for it offered a chance to slip away to leeward as soon as 
the weather would permit, if, indeed, his tormentor did not 
alt^ther disappear in the northern board, or to windward. 

The hopes and fears of the worthy master, however, 
were poured principally into the ears of his two mates ; for 
few of the passengers were visible until the afternoon of the 
second day of the gale; then, indeed, a genera! relief to 
their physical suffering occurred, though it was accompaoied 
by apprehensions that scarcely permitted the change to be 
enjoyed. About noon, on that day, the wind came with 
such power, and the seas poured down against the bows of 
the ship with a violence so tremendous, that it got to be 
questionable whether she could any longer remain with 
safely in her present condition. Several times in (he course 
of the morning, Ihe waves had forced her bows off, and 
before the ship could recover her position, the succeeding 
billow would break against her broadside, and throw a flood 
of water on her decks. This is a danger peculiar to lying- 
to in a gale; for if the vessel get into the trough of fhe sea, 
and is met in that situation by a wave of unusual magnitude, 
'she runs the double risk of being thrown on her beam-ends, 
and of having her decks cleared of everything, by the 
cataract of water fJiaf washes athwart them. Landsmen 
entertain little notion of the power of the waters, when 
diiven before a tempest, and are often surprised, in reading 
of naval catastrophes, at the description of the injuries done 
But experience shows that boats, hurricane- houses, guns. 
anchors of enormoug weight, bulwarks and planks,are even 
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BWept ofF into the ocean, in this mariner, or are ripped up 
from their liistenings. 

The process oriying-lo has a doubie advantage, so long 
as it cm', be maintain^, since it offers the strongest portion 
of the vGsse! to the shock of the seas, and has the merit of 
keeping Iser as near as possible to the desired direction. 
But it is a middle course, being often adopted as an expe- 
dient of safety when a ship cannot scud ; and then, again, 
it is abandoned for scudding when the ^le is so inten'ri.'- 
!y severe that it becomes in itself dangeroua. la nolhiiijf 
iu-e tho high qualities of ships so thoroughly tried as in 
ilieir manner ol' behaving, as it is termed, intliesc moments 
of difficulty ; nor is the seamanship of the accomplished 
officer so triumphantly established in any other part of his 
professional knowledge, as when he has Siad an opportunity 
of showing that he linows how to dispose of the vast weight 
his vessel is to carry, so as to wiable her mould to exhibit 
its perfection, and on occasion to turn botli to the best ac- 

Nothing willseem easier to a landsman than for a vessel 
So run before the wind, let the force of the gale be what il 
may. But his ignorance overlooks most of the difficulties, 
nor shall we anticipate their dangei's, but let them take their 
places in the regular thread of the narrative. 

Long before noon, or the hour mentioned, Captain Ti-uck 
foresaw that, in consequence of the seas that were con- 
stantly coming on board of her, he should be compelled tc 
put his ship before the wind. He delayed the maneeuvru 
to the last moment, however, for what he deemed to be sul- 
licient reasons. The longer he kept the ship lying-to, the 
less he deviated from his proper course to New York, and 
the greater-was the probability of his escaping, stealthily 
and without observation from the Foam, since the latter, by 
maintaining her position better, allowed the Montauk to 
drift gradually to leeward, and, of course, to a greater dis- 

Bul the crisis would no longer admit of delay. Ail hands 
were called ; the maintop-saii was hauled up, not without 
much difficulty, and ther Captain Truck reluctantly gave 
the order to haul down tht, mizzen -staysail, to put the helm 
h^srd up, and to help the ship round with the yards. Thia 
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18 at all times a critical change, as has just been mentioned 
for the vessel is exposed to tSe ravage of any sea, krgei 
than common, that may happen to slrilte her as she lies 
nearly motionless, with her broadside exposed to its force. 
To accomplish it, thevefore, Captain T^uck went up a few 
ratlines in the fore-rigging, (he was too nice a calculator to. 
offer even a surface as small as his own body to the wind- 
in the after shrouds,) whence he looked out to windward 
for a lull, and a moment when the ocean had fewer billows 
than common of the larger and more dangerous kind. At 
the desirod instant he signed with his hand, and the wheet 
was shifted from hard-down to hard-up. 

This is always a breathless onentinaship for as none 
can foresee the result, it re9emb!e& he en ranee of a hos le 
battery. A dozen men m y be ep a vaj n n n an 
or the ship herself hove ove o ! cr de John Cd 1 a 
and Paul, who of all the pas e ^e s p alone on de k 
understood the hazards, nd hey a bed 1 e si ^,1 es 
change with the interest of riitjn ho I ad o mu 1 a s ake 
At first the movement of the ahip was sluggish, and such 
as ill-suiled the eagerness of the crew. Then her pitching 
ceased, and she settled into the enormous trough bodily, or 
the whole fabric stink, as it were, never to rise again. So 
low did she fall, that the fore-sail gave a tremendous flap ; 
one that shook the hull and spars from, stem to stern. As 
she rose on the next surge, happily its foaming crest slid 
beneath her, and the tall masts rolled heavily to windward. 
Recovering her equilibrium, the ship started through the 
brine, and as the succeeding roller came on, she was urg- 
ing ahead fast. Still, the sea struck her abeam, forcing 
her bodily to leeward, and heaving the lower yard-arms 
into the ocean. Tons of water fell on her decks, with the 
dull sound of the clod on the cofiin. At this grand momont, 
(lid Jack Truck, who was standing in the rigging, dripping 
'vith he spray, that had washed over him, with a naked 
heaa, and his gi-ey hair glistening, shouted like a Stenfor, 
' Haul in your fore-braces, boyaT away with the yard, like 
a fiddlestick !" Every nerve was stramed ; the unwilling 
yards, pressed upon by an almost irresistible column of air, 
yielded slowly, and as the sail met the gale more pei'[ieii- 
dicularly, or at right angles to its surface, it dragged the 
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to be responsible. 

" Mademoiselle Viefville has promised to follow me," she 
said, " and as I have a national claim to be a sailor, you 
are not to expect hysterics or even ecstasies fi'om me ; but 
reserve yourselves, gentlemen, for the Pariaietme." 

The Pariaientte, sure enough, soon came out of the hur- 
ricane-house, with elevated hands, and eyes eloquent of 
admiration, wonder and fear. Her first exclamationa were 
tliose of terror, and then turning a wistful iook on Eve, she 
burst into tears. " Ah, ceci est dicisif/" she exclaimed. 
" When we part, we shall be separated for !ife." 

" Then we will not part at all, my dear mademoiselle : 
you have only to remain in America, to escape all future 
inconveniences of the ocean. But forget the danger, and 
admire the sublimity of this terrific panorama." 

Weil might Eve thus term the scene. The hazards now 

to be avoided were those of the ship's broaching-to, and of 

being pooped. Nothing" may seem easier, as has been 

said, than to " stiil before the wind," the words having 

12 
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pasaed into a proverb ; Ijui there are times when even * 
favouring gale becomes prohtic of dangers, that we shall 
now briefly explain. 

The vofocity of the water, urged as it is before a tem- 
pest, is often as great as that of the ship, and at such mo- 
ments the rudder is useless, its whoie power being derived 
ftom ils action aa a moving body against the element in 
comparative repose. When ship and water move together, 
at an equal rate, in the same .direefioo, of course this power 
of the helm is neutralized, and then the hull ia driven much 
at the mercy of the winds and waves. Nor is this all ; the 
rapidity of the billows oflen exceeds tha^ of a ship, and 
tfien the action of the rudder becomes momentarily reversed, 
pl^^ducing an elfecl exactly opposite to that which is desired. 
It is true, this last difficulty is never of more than a few 
moments' continuance, else indeed would the condition of 
the mariner be hopeless; but it is of constant occurrence, 
and so irregular as to defy calcuiationa and defeat caution. 
In the present instance, the Mont^uk would seem to fiy 
through the water, so swift was her progress ; and then, as 
a furious surge overtook her in the chase, she settled heavily 
into the element, like a wounded animal, that, despairing 
of escape, sinks helplessly in the grass, resigned to fate. 
At such times the crests of the waves swept past her, like 
vapour in the atmosphere, and one unpractised would be 
apt to, think the ship stationary, though in truth whirling 
along in company with a frightful momentum. 

It is scarcely necessary to say, that the process of scud- 
ding requires the nicest attention to the helm, in order thai 
the hull may be brought speedily back to the right direc- 
tion, when thrown aside by the power of the billows; for, 
besides losing her way in the caldron of water — an immi- 
nent danger of itself— if left exposed to the attack of the 
succeeding wave, her decks, at least, would be swept, even 
should she escape a still more serious calamity. 

Pooping is a hazard of another nature, and is also pecu- 
liar to the process of scudding. It merely means the ship's 
being overtaken by the waters while running from them, 
when the crest of a sea, broken by the resistance, is thrown 
inboard, over the laffrail or quarter. The term is derived 
from iIk! name of that particular portion of the ship. In 
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otdpF to avoid this risk, sail is carried on the vessel as long 
as possible, if being deemed one of the greatest securities 
of scudding, (o force the hull through the water at ihe 
greatest attainable rate. In coasequence of these compli- 
cated Hsks, ships that sail the fastest and steer the easiost, 
scud the best. There is, however, a species of velocity that 
becomes of itself a source of new danger; thus, exceed- 
ingly sharp vessels have been known to force themselves 
BO far into the watery mounds in (heir front, and to receive 
so ranch of the element on decks, as never to rise again. 
This is a fete to which those who attempt to sail the Ame- 
rican clipper, without understanding ila properties, are pecu- 
liarly liable. On account of this risk, however, there was 
now no cause of apprehension, the full -bo wed, kettle-bot- 
tomed Monfauk being exempt from the danger; though 
Captain Truck intimated his doubts whether the corvette 
would like to brave the course he'had himself adopted. 

In this opinion, the fact would seem to sustain the master 
of the packet ; for when (he night shut in, the spars of the 
Foam were faintly discernible, drawn like spiders' webs on 
the bright streak of the evening sky. In a few more mi- 
nutes, even this tracery, which resembled that of a magic- 
lantern, vanished from the eyes of those aloft ; for it had 
not been seen by any on deck for more than an hour. 

The magnificent horrors of the scene increased with the 
darkness. Eve and her companions stood supported by the 
hurricane-house, watching it for hours, the supernatural- 
looking light, emitted by the foaming sea, rendering the 
spectacle one of attractive terror. Even the consciousness 
of the hazards heightened the pleasure ; for there was a 
solemn and grand enjoyment mingled with it all, and the 
first watch had been set an hour, before the party had reso- 
lution enough to tear themselves from the sublime sight of 
a raging sea. 
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least as quanfit; was concerned. Besides the usual solids 
of ham, corned-beef, and roasted shoat, there were carcaasea 
of ducks, pickled oysters — a delicacy almost peculiar to 
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A merifia — and all the minor oondimenls oi" olives, anchovies, 
dales, figs, almonds, raisins, cold potatoes, Eind puddings, 
displayed in a single course, and arranged on Ihe table 
sololy witli regard to the reach of Captain Truck's arm. 
A,kliough Saunders was not quite without taste, he too wel! 
know the propensities of his superior to neglect any of these 
in)]>ortiint essentials, and great care was had, in particuhii', 
so to dispose of everything as to render the whole so many 
radii diverging from a common centre, which centre was 
the stationary arm-chair that the master of the packet loved 
to fill in his hours of ease. 

" You will make many voyages, Mr. Toast," — the stew- 
ard affectedly gave his subordinate, or as he was sometimes 
facetiously called, the steward's mate, reason to understand, 
when thoy had retired to the pantry to await the captain's 
appearance — " before you accumulate all the niceties of a 
gentleman's dinner. . Every plat," (Saunders had been in 
the Havre line, where he had caught a few words of this 
nature,) " every plat should be within reach of the coBuJce's 
arm, and particularly if it happen to be Captain Truck, who 
has a great awersion to delays at his diet. As for the 
entremets, (hey may be scattered miscellaneously with the 
salt and the mustard, so that they can come with facility in 
[heir proper places." 

" I don't know what an entremet- is," returned the subor- 
dinate, "and I exceedingly desire, sir,to receive my orders 
in such English as a gentleman can diwine." 

" An entremet, Mr. Toast, is a mouthful thrown in pro- 
miscuously between the reliefs of the solids. Now, sup- 
pose a gentleman begins on pig ; when he has eaten enough 
of this, he likes a little brandy and water, or a glass of 
porter, before he cuts into the beef; and while I'm mixing 
the first, OD starting the cork, he refreshes himself with an 
entremet, such as a wing of a duck, or perhaps a plate of 
pickled oysters. You must know that there is great odds 
in passengers ; one set eating and jollifying, from the hour 
we sail till the hour we get in, while another takes the ocean 
as it might be sentimentally." 

" Sentimentally, sir I I s'pose those be they as uses the 
basins uncommon 1" 

" That depends on the weather. I Ve known a party 
13* 
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not eat as mucli as would set one handsome table in a wcelt, 
and then, when they conwalesced, it was intimidating how 
they dewoured. It makes a great ditTerence, too, whether 
Che passengers acquiesce well together or not, for agreeable 
feelings give a fine appetite. Level's make cheap passen- 
gers always." 

"That is estr'or'nary, for I thought auch ae they was 
always hard to please, with every thing but one another." 

"You never were more mistaken. I've seen a lover 
who couldn't tell a sweet potato from an onion, or a canvas- 
back from an old wife. But of all mortals in the way of 
passengers, the bag-man or go-between is my greatest ani- 
mosity. These fellows will sit up all night, if the captain 
consents, and lie abed next day, and do nothing but drink 
In their berths.' Now^ this time we have a eompliable set, 
and on the whole, it is quite a condescension and pleasure 
to wait on them." 

" Well, I think, Mr. Saunders, they isn't alike as much 
as they might be nother." 

" Not more so than wenison and pig. Perfectly correct, 
sir ; for this cabin is a lobskous as regards deportment and 
character, I set ail the Effinghams down as tip-fops, or, 
A No. 1 , as Mr. Leach calls Che ship ; and then Mr. Sharp 
and Mr. Biunt are quite the gentlemen. Nothing is easier, 
Mr. Toast, than to tell a gentleman ; and as you have set 
up a new profession, — in which I hope, for the credit of the 
colour, you will be prosperous, — it is well worth your while 
Co know how this is done, especially as you need never 
expect much from a passenger, that is not a true gentleman, 
but trouble. There is Mr, John Effingham, in particular ; 
his man says he never anticipates change, and if a coat 
confines his arm, he repudiates it on the spot." 

" Well, it must be a satisfaction to serve such a compa. 
nion. I think Mr. Dodge, sir, quite a feller." 

" Your taste, Toast, is getting to be observable, and by 
cultivating it, you will soon be remarkable for a knowledge 
*f mankind. Mr. Dodge, as you werry justly insinuate, is 
not werry refined, or particularly well suited to figure in 
giinteel society." 

" And yet he seems attached to it Mr, Saundeis, for he 
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nas purposed tc establish Ave or six societies since we 
sailed." 

" Werry true, sir ; but then every society is not genteel. 
When we get back to New York, Toast, I must see and 
get you into a better set than the one you occupied when 
we sailed. You will not do yet for our circle, which is alto- 
gether conclusive ; but you might be elevated. Mr. Dodge 
has been electioneering with me, to see if we cannot Jnweni 
a society among the steerage-passengers for the abstinence 
of liquors, andaaolher for the perpetration of the morals 
and religious principles of our forefathers. As for the first. 
Toast, I told him it was sufficiently iodurable to be confined 
in a hole like the steerage, without being percluded from the 
consolation of a little drink ; and as for the last, it appeared 
to me that such a preposition inwolwed an attack on liberty 
of conscience." 

" There you give'd him, sir, quite as good as he sent," 
returned the steward's mate, chuckling, or perhaps snig. 
gering would be a word better suited to his habits of t'Achm- 
nation, " and I should have been glad to witness his con- 
fusion. It seems to me, Mr. Saunders, that Mr. Dodge 
loves to get up his societies in support of liberty and reli- 
gion, that he may predominate over both by hia own 
inwentions." 

Saunders laid his long yellow finger on the broad flat 
nose of his mate, with an air of approbation, as he replied, 

" Toast, you have hit his character as pat as I touch 
your Roman. He is a man fit to make proselytes among 
the wulgar and Irish," — the Hibernian peasant and the 
American negro are sworn enemies — " but quite unfit for 
anything respectable or decent. Were it not for Sir George, 
i would scarcely descend to clean his state-room." 

" What is your sentiments, Mr. Saunders, respecting Sir 
George 1" 

"Why, Sir George is a titled gentleman, and of course 
is not to be strictured too freely. He has comp'imented me 
already with a sovereign, and apprised me of his iatenlion 
to be more particular when we get in," 

" I feel astonished such a gentleman should neglect to 
msuro a state-room to his own convenience." 
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" Sir George has elucidated all that b a conversation we 
had in his room, soon after our acquaintance commenced. 
He is going to Canada on public business, and sailed at an 
hour's interval. He was too late for a single room, and his 
own man is to follow with most of his eEfects by the next 
ship. Oh ! Sir George may be safely put down as respect- 
able and liberalized, though thrown into disparagement per- 
haps by forty circumstances." 

Mr. Saunders, who had run his vocabulary hard in this 
conversation, meant to say " fortuitous ;" and Toast thought 
that so many ciicumstances might well reduce a better man 
to a dilemma. AAer a moment of thought, or what -in hia 
orbicular shining features he fancied passed for thought, he 
said,— 

" I seem to diwme, Mr Saunders, that the Effinghama 
do not much intimate !iir George." 

Saunders looked out of the pantry-door to reconnoitre, 
and finding the sober qutet already described reigning, he 
opened a drawer, and drew forth a London newspaper. 

" To treat you with the confidence of a gentleman in a 
situation as respectable and responsible as the one you oc- 
cupy, Mr. Toast," he said, "-a little ewent has transpired in 
my presence yesterday, that I thought sufficiently particular 
to be designated by retaining this paper. Mr. Sharp and 
Sir George liappened to be in the cabin together, alone, and 
the last, as it suggested to me. Toast, was desirous of re- 
moving some of the haughter of the first, for you may have 
observed that there has been no conversation between any 
of the Effinghams, or Mr. Blunt, or Mr. Sharp, and the 
baronet ; and so to break the ice of his haughter, as it might 
be. Sir George says, ' Really, Mr. Sharp, the papers have 
got to be so personally particular, that one cannot run into 
the country for a mouthful of fresh air that they don't 
record it. Now, I thought not a soul knew of my departure 
ibr America, and yet here you see they have mentioned it, 
with more particulars than are agreeable.' On concluding. 
Sir George gave Mr. Sharp this paper, and indicated this here 
paragraph. Mr. Shaip perused it, laid down the paper, and 
retorted coldly, ' It is indeed quite surprising, sir ; but im- 
Dudence is a general fault of the age.' And then he left 
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the cabin aol.us. Sir George was so wexed, he went into 
his state-room and forgot the paper, which fell to the 
steward, you know, on a principle laid down in Wattel, 
Toast " 

Here the two worthies indulged in a smothered merri- 
meot of their own at the expeflse of their commajider ; for 
though a dignified man in general, Mr. Saunders could 
laugh on occasion, and according to hiis own opinion of 
himself he danced partieuiarly well. 

" Would you like to read the paragraph, iVIr. Toast ?" 

" Quite unnecessary, sir ; your account will be perfectly 
legible and satisfactory." 

By this touch of politeness, Mr. Toast, who knew as 
much of the art of reading as a monkey commonly knows 
of mathematics, got rid of the awkwardness of acknowl- 
edging the careless manner in which he had trifled with his 
early opportunities. Luckily, Mr. Saunders, who had been 
educated as a servant in a gentlemao's family, was better 
off, and as he was vain of all his advantages, he was par- 
ticularly-pleased to have an opportunity of exhibiting them. 
Turning to the paragraph he read the following lines, in 
that sort of didactic lone and elaborate style with which 
gentlemen who commence the graces atler thirty are a Ut- 
ile a|)t to make bows : 

" We understand Sir George Templemore, Bart., the 
member for Boodleigh, is about to visit our American colo- 
nies, with a view to make himself intimately acquainted 
with the merits of the unpleasant questions by which they 
are juat now Eigitated, and with the intention of entering 
into the debates in the house on that interesting subject on 
his return. We believe that Sir George will sail in the 
packet of the first from Liverpool, and will return in time 
to he in his seat after the Easter holidays. His people and 
elfects left town yesterday by the Liverpool coach. During 
the baronet's absence, his country will be hunted by Sir 
(Servaise de Brush, though the establishment at Temple- 
more Hall will be kept up." 

" How came Sir George here, then ?" Mr. Toast very 
naturally inquired. 

" Having been kept too late in London, he was obliged 
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tu come this way or lo be iefi. It is sometimes as close 
wofk to get the passengers on board, Mr. Toiist, as to get 
liie people. I have often admired how gentlemen and ladies 
love procrastinating, when dishes that ought to be taken 
hot, are getting to be quite JnsipiU and uneatable." 

" Saunders I" cried the hearty voice of Captain Truck, 
who had taken possession of what he called his Ihrone in 
the cabin. AH t!ie steward's elegant diction and finish of 
demeanour vanished at the well-known sound, and thrust- 
ing his head out of the pantry-door, he gave the prompt 
ship-answer to a call, 

" Ay, ay, sir !" 

" Come, none of your dictionary in the pantry there, but 
show your physiognomy ia my presence. What the devil 
do you think Vatlel would say to such a supper as this?" 

" I think, sir, he would call it a worry. good supper, for 
a ship in a hard gale of wind. That's my honest opinion. 
Captain Truck, and 1 never deceive any geoHeman in a 
matter of food. I think, Mr. Wattet would approve of that 
there supper, sir." 

" Perhaps he might, for he has made blunders as well as 
another man. Go, mix me a glass of just what I love, 
when I've not had a drop all day. Gentlemen, will any of 
you honour me, by sharing in a cut? This beef is not in- 
digestible, and here is a real Marylander, in the way of a 
ham. No want of oakum to fill up the chinks with, either." 

Most of the gentlemen were too full of the gaie to wish 
o eat ; besides they had not fasted like Captain Truck 
Since morning. But Mr. Monday, the bagman, as John 
Effingham had termed him, and who had been often enough 
at sea to know something of its varieties, consented totalse 
a glass of brandy and water, as a corrective of the Madei- 
ra he had been swallowing. The appetite of Captain Truck 
was little affected by the state of the weather, however ; for 
though too attentive to his duties to quit the deck until he 
had ascertained how matters were going on, now that he 
ha.d fairly made up his mind to eat, he set about it with a 
heartiness and simplicity that proved his total disregard of 
ftp|ieai'ances when his hunger was sharp. For some time 
te was too much occupied to talk, making regular attacks 
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upon the diffcreKt plats, as Mr. Saunders called them, 
without much regard to the cookery or the material. The 
:)nly pauses were to drink, and this was always done with 
9 steadiness that never left a drop in Ihe glass. Still Mr- 
Truck was a temperate man ; for he never consumed more 
than his physical wants appeared to require, or his phyai- 
i^ai energies knew how to dispose of. At length, howevei, 
he came to the steward's entremets, or he began to stuff 
what he, himseir, had called " oakum," into the chinks of 
his dinner. 

Mr. Sharp had watched (he whole process from the ladies' 
cabin, as indeed had Eve, and thinking this a favourable 
occasion to ascertain the state of things on deck, the former 
came into the main-cabin, commissioned by the latter, to 
make the inquiry. 

" The ladies are desirous of knowing where we are, and 
what is the state of the gale, Captain Truclt," said the gen- 
tlemaD, when he had seated himself near the throne. 

" My dear young lady," called out the captain, by way 
of cutting short the diplomacy of employing ambassadors 
oetween them, " I wish in my heart I could persuade you 
and Mademoiselle V. A, V., (for so he called the governess, 
in imitation of Eve's pronunciation of her name,) to try a 
few of these pickled oysters; they are as delicate as your- 
selves, and worthy to be set before a mermaid, if there 
were, any such thing." 

" I thank you for the compliment, Captain Truck, and 
while I ask leave to decline it, I beg leave to refer you to 
the plenipotentiary Mademoiselle Viefville" (Eve would not 
say herself) "has intrusted with her wishes." 

" Thus you perceive, sir," interposed Mr. Sharp again, 
" you will have to treat with mc, by all the principles laid 
down by Vattel." 

" And treat yon, too, my good sir. Let me persuade 
you to try a slice of this anti-abolitionist," laying his knife 
on Che ham, which he still continued to regard himself with 
a sort of melancholy interest, "No? well, I hold over- 
persuasion as the next thing to neglect. I am satisfied, sir, 
alter all, as Saunders says, that Vattel himself, unless more 
inreasonable at his grub than in matters of state, would be 
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B happier inati after he liad been at his table twenty n 
Ihan before he aa( down." 

Mr, Sharp perceiving that it was idle to \ 
quiry while the other wan in one of his discurs 
determined to let things take their course, and fell into ths 

" If Valtel would approve of the repast, few men ough 
to repine at their fortune in being so well provided." 

" I flatter myself, sir, that 1 understand a supper, espe- 
peoially in a gale of wind, as well as Mr. Vattel, or any 
other man could do." 

" And yet Vattel was one of the most celebrated cooks 
of his day." 

Captain Truck stared, looked his grave companion 
pteadiiy in the eye, (or he was too rtiuch addicted to mys- 
lifying, not to distrust others, and picked his teeth A-lth 
redoubled vigilance. 

" Vattel a cook I This is the first I ever hoard of it." 

" There was a Vattel, in a former age, who stood at the 
head of his art as a cook ; this I can assure you, on my 
honour : he may not have been your Vattel, however." 

" Sir, there never were two Vattels. This is extraordi- 
nary news lo me, and I scarcely know how to receive it," 

" If you doubt my information, you may ask any of the 
other passengers. Either of the Mr. Effinghams, or Mr. 
Blunt, or Miss Effingham, or Mademoiselle Viefville will 
confirm what I tell you, I think; especially the latter, for 
he was her countryman." 

Hereupon Captain Truck began to stuff in the oakum 
again, for the calm countenance of Mr. Sharp produced an 
effect ; and as he was pondering on the consequences of his 
oracle's turning out to be a cook, he thought it not amiss to 
be eating, as il were, incidentally. After swallowing a 
dozen olives, six or eight anchovies, as many pickled oys- 
(ers, and raisins and almonds, as the advertisements say a 
volonU, he suddenly struck his fist on the table, and an- 
nounced his intention of putting the question to both the 
ladies. 

" My dear young lady," he called out, " will you do me 
the honour lo say whether you ever heard of a cook of the 
name of Vattel ?" 
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Kve laughed, and her sweet tones were infectious amid 
the dull howling of the gale, which was constantly heard in 
the cabins, like a bass accompaniment, or the distant roar 
of a cataract among the singing of birds. 

" Certainly, captain," she answered ; " Mr. Vattei was 
not only a cook, but perhaps the most celebrated on record, 
for sentiment at lea'it, if not for skill." 

" I make no doubt the man did his work well, let him he 
set about what he might ; and, mademoiselle, he was a 
countryman qf yours, they tell me?" 

" Assurement, Monsieur Vattei has left more distinguished 
souveairs than any other cook in France." 

Captain Truck turned quickly to (he elated and admiring 
Saunders, who felt his own giory enhanced by this impor- 
tant discovery, and said in that short-hand way he had of 
expressing himself to (he chief of the pantry, 

" Do you hear that, sir ; see and find out what they arc, 
and dress me a dish of these souvenirs as soon as wo gel 
in. 1 dare say they are to be had at the Fulton market, 
and mind while there to look out for some tongues and 
sounds. I've not made half a supper to-night, for the want 
of them. I dare say these souvenirs are capital eating, if 
Monsieur Vattei thought so highly of them. Pray, ma- 
demoiselle, is the gentleman dead?" 

" Helas, oui ! How could he live with a sword run tlirough 
his body t" 

" Ha 1 killed in a duel, I declare ; died fighting for his 
principles, if the truth were known! I shall have a double 
respect for his opinion, for this is the touchstone of a miin's 
honesty, Mr. Sharp, let us take a glass of Geisseniieimer 
to his memory ; we might honour a less worthy man." 

As the captain poured out the liquor, a fall of several 
tons of water on the deck shook the entire ship, and one oi' 
the passengers in the hurricane-house, opening a door to 
ascertain the cause, the sound of the hissmg waters and of 
the roaring winds came fresher and more distinct into the 
cabin. Mr. Truck cast an eye at the tell-tale over his head 
lo ascertain the course of the ship, and paused just an in- 
stant, and then tossed off his wine. 

"This hint reminds me of my mission," Mr. Sharp n>. 
13 
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toined. " The ladies desire to know your opinion of the 
•itiite of the weather?" 

" I owe them an answer, if it were only in gratitude for 
the hint about Vattel. Who the devil would have supposed 
the man ever was a cook ! Bui these Frenchmen are not 
like the rest of mankind, and half the nation are cooks, or 
live by food, in some way or other." 

'■ And very good cooks, too. Monsieur le Capitaioe," said 
Mademoiselle Viefville. " Monaieur Vattel did die for the 
honour of his art. He fell on his own sword, because the 
fish did not arrive in season for the dinner of the king." 

Captain Truck looked more astonished than ever. Then 
taming short round to the steward, he shook his head and 

"Do you hear that, sir? How often would you have 
died, if a sword had been run through you every time tiic 
fish was forgotten, or was too late 1 Once, to a dead cer- 
tainty, about these very tongues and sounds." 

" But (he weather V interrupted Mr. Sharp. 

" The weather, my dear sir ; the weather, my dear la- 
dies, is very good weather, with the exception of winds and 
waves, of which unfortunately there are, just now, more of 
both than we want. The ship must scud, and as we go 
like a race-horse, without stopping to take breath, we may 
see the Canary Islands before the voyage is over. Of dan- 
ger there is none in this ship, as long as we can keep clear 
of the land, and in order that this may be done, 1 will jnsl 
atop into my state-room, and find out exactly where we are." 

On receiving this information, the passengers retired for 
the night. Captain Truck setting about his (ask in good ear- 
nest. The result of his calculations showed that they would 
jun westward of Madeira, which was all he cared about 
I ni mediately, intending always to haul up to his course on 
■he first good occasion. 
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CHAPTER Xni. 



There are yel twa ihinge In my lieuiay — 
A world to roam o'er, and a homo wilh tliee. 

Eve Effingham slept Utile; although the motion of tlie 
diip had been much more severe and uncomfortable while 
contending wilh head-winda, on no ofher occasion were 
there so many signs of a fierce contention- of the elemenis 
03 in this gale- As she lay in her berth, her ear was with- 
in a foot of the roaring waters without, and her frame 
trembled as she heard them gurgling so distinctly, that it 
seemed as if they had already forced their way fhrough the 
seams of the planks, and were filling the ship. Sleep she 
couid not, for a long time, therefore, and during two hours 
she i^mained with closed eyes an entranced and yet star- 
tled listener of Ihe fcar&l strife that was raging over the 
ocean. Night had no stillness, for the roar of the winds 
and waters was incessant, though deadened by the inter- 
vening decks and sides ; but now and then an open door 
admitted, as it might be, the whole scene into the cabins. 
At such moments every sound was fresh, and frightfully 
grand, — even the shout of the officer coming to the ear like 
a warning cry from the deep. 

At length Eve, wearied by her apprehensions even, fell 
into a troubled sleep, in which her frightened faculties, how- 
ever, kept so much on the alert, that at no time was the 
roar of the tempest entirely lost to her sense of hearing. 
About midnight the glare of a candle crossed her eyes, and 
she was broad awake in an instant. On rising in her berth 
she found Nanny Sidley, who had so often and so long 
watched over her infant and childish slumbers,- standing at 
her side, and gazing wistfully in her face. 

" 'Tis a dread night, Miss Eve," half whispered the 
R.ppalkd domestic. "I have not been able to sleep for 
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Chiaking of you, and of what might happen on these widu 
waters 1" 

" And why of mo particularly, my good Nanny t" re- 
turned Eve, smiling ia the face of her old nurse as sweetly 
as the infant smiles in its moments of lendemeas and recol- 
lection. " Why so much of me, my excellent Ann ? — are 
there not others toOj worthy of your care? my beloved 
father — your own good self — Mademoiselle Viefville — 
rjDusin Jack — and — " the warm colour deepened on the 
cheek of the beautiful girl, she scarcely knew why herself— 
" and many others in the vessel, that one, kind as you, 
might think of, 1 should hope, when your thoughts become 
apprehensions, and your wishes prayers." 

" There are many precious souls in the ship, ma'am, out 
of ail qoestioif J and I'm sure no one wishes them all safe 
on land again more than myself; but it seems to me, no oae 
among them all ia so much loved as you." 

Eve leaned forward playfully, and drawing her old nurse 
towards her, kissed her cheek, while her own eyes glistened, 
and then she laid her flushed cheek on that bosom which 
had so frequently been it^Ulow before. After remaining 
a minute in this aftectionate attitude, she r<^se and inquired 
if her nurse had been on deck. 

" 1 go every half-hour. Miss Eve ; for I feel it as much 
my duty to watch over you here, as when I had you all to 
myself in the cradle. I do not think your father sleeps a 
great deal to-night, and several of the gentlemen in the 
other cabins remain dressed ; they ask me how you spend 
the time in this tempest,' whenever I pass their state-room 

Eve's colour deepened, and Ann Sidley thought she had 
never seen her child more beautiful, as the bright luxuriant 
golden hair, which had strayed from the confinement of the 
cap, fell on the warm cheek, and rendered eyes that were 
always full of feeling, softer and more brilliant even than 



" They conceal their uneasiness for themselves under an 
affected concern for me, my good Nanny," she said hur- 
:iedly ; "and your own atfectioE makes you an easy dupe 
to the artifice." 
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" It may be so, ma'am, for 1 know but litt.e of the ways 
of the world. It is fearful, is it not. Miss Eve, to think 
[hat we are in a ship, so fat from any land, whirling along 
over the botlom as fast as a horse coMd plunge!" 

" The danger is not exactly of that nature, perhaps, 
Nanny." 

" There is a bottom to the ocean, is there not 1 I have 
heard some maintain (here is no bottom to the sea — and 
that would make the danger so much greater. I think, if 
I felt certain that the bottom was not very deep, and there 
was only' a rock to be seen now and then, I should not find 
it so very dreadful." 

Eve laughed like a child, and the contrast between the 
sweet simplicity of her looks, her manners, and her more 
cultivated intellect, and the matronly appearance of the leaa 
instructed Ann, made oneof those pictures in which thu 
superiority of mind over all other things becomes most ap- 

" Your notions of safety, ray dear Nanny," she said, 
" are not precisely those of a seaman ; for I believe there 
is nothing of which they stand more in dread than of rocks 
and the bottom." 

" I fear I'm but a poor sailor, ma'am, for in ray judgment 
we could have no greater consolation in such a tempest than 
to see them ail around us. Do you think, Miss Eve, that 
the bottom of the ocean, if there is truly a bottom, is 
whitened with the boocs of ship-wrecked mariners, as peo- 

" I doubt not, my excellent Nanny, that the great deep 
might give up many awful secrets ; but you ought to think 
less of these things, and more of that merciful Providence 
which has protected us through eo many dangers since we 
have been wanderers. You are in much less danger now 
than I have known you to be, and escape unharmed." 

" 1 ; Miss Eve ! — Do you suppose that I fear for myself'! 
What matters if if a poor old woman like me die a few 
years sooner or later or where her frail old body is laid t 
i. have never been of so mu-.h account when living as to 
make it of consequence where the little which will remain 
to decay when dead moulders into dust. Do not, I implore 
13* 
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you, Miss Effingham, suppose me so selfisb as tn feel any 
uneasiness to-night on my own account." 

" Is it then, as usual, all for me, my dear, my worthy old 
nurse, that you feel^is anxiety? Put your heart at ease, 
for they who Jtnow best betray no alarm ; and you may 
observe that the caplain sleeps as tranquilly this night as 
on any other." 

" But he ia a rude man, and accustomed to danger. He 
has neither wife nor children, and I 'il engage has nevei 
given a thought to the horrors of having a form precious as 
thb floating in the caverns of the ocean, amidst' ravenous 
fish and sea -monsters." 

Here her imaginatioQ overcame poor JJanny Sidley, and 
she folded her arms about the beautiful person of Eve, and 
sobbed violently. Her young mistress, accustomed to simi- 
lar exhibitions of affection, soothed her with blandishments 
and assurances that soon restoi-ed her self-command, when 
the dialogue was resumed with a greater appearance of 
tranquillity on the part of the nurse. They conversed a 
few minutes on the subject of their reliance on God, Eve 
relurnmg fourfold, or with the advantages of a cultivated 
intellect, many of those simple lessons of faith and humility 
that she had received from her companion when a child ; 
the latter listening, as she always did, to these exhortations, 
which sounded in her ears, like the echoes of all her own 
better thoughts, with a love and reverence no other could 
awaken. Eve passed her small white hand over the wrin- 
kled cheek of Nanny in kind fondling, as it had been passed 
a thousand times when a child, an act she well knew her 
nurse delighted in, and continued, — 

" And now, my good old Nanny, you will set your heart 
at ease, 1 know ; for though a little too apt to trouble your- 
self about one who does not deserve half your care, you 
are much too sensible and too humble to feel disti-ust out of 
reason. We will talk of something else a few minutes, and 
then you will lie down and rest your weary body." 

" Weary ! I should never feel weary in watching, when 
I thought there was a cause for it." 

Although Nanny made no allusion to herself, Eve under- 
ilood in whoso behalf this watchfulness was meant, Sh« 
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drew fhe fa(« of the old womaia towards her, and left u kiss 
on each cheek ere she continued : — 

" These ships bave other things to falk about, besides 
their dangers," she said. " Do you not find it odd, at least, 
that a vessel of war should be seal to follow us about the 
ocean in this exfraordmary way?" 

" Quite so, ma'am, and I did Intend to speak to you about 
it, some time when I saw you had nothing better to think 
of. At first I fancied, but I believe it was a silly though^ 
that some of the great Ecglish iords and admirals that used 
to be so much about ua at Paris, and Rome, aiid Vienna, 
had sent this shii> to see you safe to America, Miss Eve ; 
for I never supposed they would make so much fuss coa- 
corning a poor runaway couple, like these steerage-paasen- 

Eve did not refraiu from laughing agam, at this conceit 
of Nanny's, for her (emperameoc was gay as childhoo4, 
though well restrained by cultivatiMi and manner, and 
once more she patted the cheek of her iaurse kindly. 

" Those great lords and admirals are not great enough 
for that, dear Nanny, even had Ihey the inclination to do 
so silly a thing. But has no other reason suggested it- 
self to you, among the many curious circumstances yew 
may have had occasion to observe in the ship?" 

Nanny looked at Eve, and turned her eyes aside, ^anced 
furtively at the young lady again, and at last felt compiled 

" I endeavour, ma'am, to think well of everybody, though 
strange thoughts will sometimes arise without our wishing 
it. 1 suppose I know to what you allude ; but I don't fed 
(juite certain it becomes me to speak." 

" With me at least, Nanny, you need have no I'eserves, 
and I confess a desire to. learn if we have thought alike 
about some of our fellow -passengers. Speak freely, then ; 
lor you cjin have no more appreh«isi(ai in communicating 
nit your thoughts to me, than in communicating them to 
voui- own chifd." 

" Not as much, ma'am, not half as much ; for you are 
both child and mistress to me, and I look quite as much to 
leceiving advice as to giving it. It is odd. Miss Eve, that 
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gentlemen should nol pass under fheir proper names, and I 
have had unpleasant feelings about it, though I did not thioK 
it bccanie me to be the first to speak, while your father was 
with you, and rrtamerzetle," for so Nanny aiwaya styled 
the governess, " and Mr. John, all of 'whom love you al- 
most as much as I do, and all of whom are so much better 
judges of what is right. But now you encourage me to 
speak my mind, Miss Eve, I will say I shonld like that no 
one came near you who does not carry his heart in his open 
handj.that the youngest child might know his character and 
understand his motives." 

Eve smiled as her nurse grew warm, but she blushed in 
spite of an effort to seem indifferent. 

" This would be truly a vain wish, dear Nanny, in the 
mixed company of a ship," she said. " It is too much to 
expect that strangers will throw aside all their reserves, on 
first finding themselves in close communion. The well- 
bred and prudent will only stand more on their guard un- 
der such circumstances." 

" Strangers, ma'am !" 

" I perceive that you recollect the face of one of our siiip- 
mates. Why do you shake your head?" The tell-tale 
blood of Eve again mantled over her lovely countenance. 
" I suppose I ought to have said two of our shipmates, 
though I had doubted whether you retained any recollection 
ofoneof them." 

" No gentleman ever speaks to you twice, Miss Eve, 
that T do not remember him." 

" Thank you, dearest Nanny, for this and a thousand 
other proofs of your never-ceasing interest in my welfare ; 
but I had not believed you so vigilant as to take heed of 
every face that happens ti approach me." 

" Ah, Miss Eve 1 neither of these gentlemen would like 
to be mentioned by you in this careless manner, I'm sure. 
They both did a great deal more than ' happen to approach 
you ;' for as to — " 

" Hist ! dear Nanny ; we are in a crowded place, and 
you may be overheard. Tou will use no names, therefore, 
as I believe we understand each other without going into 
lU these particulars. Now, my dca' rurse, would I g^ve 
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something to know which of these young men has made 
ihe most favourable impression oa your upright and con- 

" Nay, Miss Eve, what is my jadgmeat in comparison 
wilh your own, and that of Mr. John Effingham, and — " 

" — My cousin Jack 1 In the name of wonder, Nanny, 
what has he to do wiih the matter V 

" Nothing, ma'am ; only I can see he has his favouritea 
■IS well as another, and I'll venture to say Mr. Dodge is not 
the greatest he has in this ship." 

" I think you might add Sir George Templemorej loo," 
returned Eve, laughing. 

Ann Sidley looked hard at her young mistress, and 
smiled before she answered ; and then she continued the 
discourse naturally, as if there had been no interruption. 

" Quite likely, ma'am ; and Mr. Monday, and all the rest 
of that set. But you see how soon he discovers a real gen- 
tleman ; for he is quite easy and friendly with Mr. Sharp 
and Mr. Blunt, particularly the last." 

Eve was silent, for she did not like the open introduction 
of these names, though she scarce knew why herself. 

" My cousin is a man of the world," she resumed, on 
perceiving that Nanny watched her countenance with soli- 
citude, as if fearful of having gone too fer; "and there ts 
nothing surprising in his discovering men of his own class. 
We know both these persons to be not exactly what ihey 
seem, though I think we know no harm of eifher, unless it 
be the silly change of names. It would have been better 
had they come on board, bearing theiv proper appellations; 
to us, at least, it would have been more respectful, though 
both affirm they were ignorant that my father had taken 
passage in the Montauk, — a circumstance that may very 
iveil be true, as you know we got the cabin that was first 
i^ngaged by another party." 

" I should be sorry, ma'am, if either failed in respect." 

" It is not quite adulatory to make a young woman the 
involuntary keeper of the secrets of two unreflecting young 
men ; that is all, my good Nanny, We cannot well betray 
hem, and we are consequently their confidants par force. 
The most amusing part of the thing is, that they are mas- 
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tera of each other's secrets, in part at lenst, aod feel a de- 
lightful awkwardness in a hundred instances. For mj 
own parti pity eeitlier, but think each ia fairly enough pun^ 
ished. They will be fortunate if their servants do not 
betray them before we reach New York." 

" No fear of that, ma'am, for they are discreet, cautious 
tnen, and if disposed to blab, Mr. Dodge has given both 
good opportunities already,«as I believe he has put to them 
as many questions as there are speeches in the catecliisni." 

" Mr. Dodge is a vulgar man." 

" So we all say, ma'am, in the servants' cabin, and ever)'- 
body is so set against him there, that there is little chance 
of his learning much. I hope. Miss Eve, mamerzelle does 
not distrust either of the gentlemen 1" 

" Surely you cannot suspect Mademoiselle Viefville of 
indiscretion, Nanny ; a better spirit, or a better tone than 
hers, does not exist." 

" No, ma'am, 't is not that : but I should like to have one 
more secret with you, all to myself. I honour and respect 
mamerzelle, who has done a thousand times more for you 
than a poor ignorant woman like me could have done, with 
all my zeal ; but I do believe, Miss Eve, I love your shoe 
tie better than she loves your pure and beautiful spirit." 

"Mademoiselle Viefville is an excellent woman, and 1 
believe is sincerely attached to me." 

" She would be a wretch else. I do not deny her attach- 
ment, but I only say it is nothing, it ought to he nothing, it 
can be nothing, it shall be nothing, compared to that of the 
one who first held you in her arms, and who has always 
held you in her heart, Mamerzelle can sleep such a night 
aa this, which I'ri sure she could not do were she as much 
concerned for you as I am." 

Eve knew that jealousy of Mademoiselle Viefville was 
Nanny's greatest weakness, and drawing the old woman to 
her, she entwined her arms around her neck and complained 
of drowsiness. Accustomed to watching, and really unable 
to sleep, the -nurse now passed a perfectly happy hour in 
holding her child, who literally dropped asleep on her 
bosom ; after which Nanny slid into the berth beneath, in 
Iter clothes, and finally lost the sense of her apprehensions 
in perturbed slumbers. 
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A cry on dr'ck awoke all in the cabins early on the sue- 
iieediag morning. It was scarcely light, but a common ex- 
oil«meat seized every passenger, and ten minutes had nol 
elapsed when Eve and her governess appeared in fhe hur- 
ricaiie-honse, the last of thof« who came from helow. Pew 
questions had been aalted, but all hurried on deck witli their 
apprehensions awakened by the gale, increased to the sense 
of some positive and impending danger. 

Nothing, however, was immediately apparent to justify 
[ill this sudden clamour. The gale coLitinued, if anyliiing 
with iacreased power ; the ocean was rolling over its cata- 
racts of combing seas, with which the ship, was still racing, 
driven under the strain of a reefed forecourse, the only 
canvas that was set. Even with this Utile sail the hull was 
glancing through the raging seas, or rother in their com- 
pany, at a rate a little sliort of ten miles in the hour. 

Captain Truck was in Ihe mizzen- rigging, bare-headed, 
every lock of hair he had blowing out like a pennant. Oc- 
casionally he signed to the man at the wiieel which way to 
put the helm ; for instead of sleeping, as many had sup- 
posed, he had been conning the ship for hours in the same 
silualion. As Eve appeared, he was directing fhe attention 
of several of the gectlemen to some object astern, but s 
very lew moments put all on deck in possession of the facts. 

Aljout a cable's length, on one of the quarters of the 
MontaLik, was a ship careering befoi:e the gale like them- 
selves, though carrying more canvas, and consequently 
driving faster through the water. The sudden appearance 
of this vessel In the sombre light of the morning, when 
objects were seen distinctly but without the glare of day ; 
the dark hull, relieved by a single narrow line of white 
paint, dotted with ports; the glossy hammock-doths, and 
all those other covenngs of dark glistening canvas which 
^ive to a cruiser an air of finish and comfort, like that of a 
travelling carriage ; the symmetry of the spars, and the 
gracefulness of all the lines, whether of the hull or hamper, 
told all who knew anything of such subjects, that the 
stranger was a vessel of war. To this information Captain 
Truck added that it was their old pursuer the Foam. 

" Shft is cor> ctte-built," said the master of the Montauki 
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" and is obliged to carry more canv s ha ve n order to 
Steep out of the way or the seas fo e o hese V & 

fellows should overtake her, and h v a es n o he 
waist, she would tuxiome like a m n ho ha en oo 
much Saturday- nighl, and with whom a se o d dos* n j,ft 
settle the purser's books forever." 

Such in fact was the hi^ory of the sudden appearance 
of this sh"ip- She had lain-to as long as possible, and on 
being driven to scud, carried a close-reefed mamtop-saii, a 
show of ciinvHs that urged her through the water about 
two knots to the hour faster than the rate of the packeL 
Necesearily ibilowing the same course, she overtook the 
fatter just as the day began to dawn. The cry had arisen 
on her si;dden discovery, and the moment had now arrived 
when she was aljout to come up, quite abreast of her late 
chase. The passage of the Foam, under such circum- 
stances, was a grand but thrilling thing. Her captain, too, 
was seen in the niizz(»i-rigging of his ship, rocked by the 
gigantic billows over which the fabric wiis careering. He 
held a spealting-irumpet in his hand, as if stiil bent on his 
duty, in the midst of that awful warring of the elements. 
Captain Truck called fov a trumpet in his turn, and fearliil 
of consequences he waved it to the other to keep more 
aloof. The injunction ivas either misunderstood, the man- 
of-war's man was too much bent on his object, or the ocean 
was too uncontrollable for such a purpose, the coiTotte 
driving up on a sea quite abeam of the packet, and in fear- 
ful proximity. The Englishman applied the tnimpet, and 
worfs were heard amid the roaring of the winds. At that 
time the white field of old Albion, with the St. Geoi^e's 
cross, rose over the bulwarks, and by the time it had 
reached the gaff-end, tlie bunting was whipping in ribbons. 

" Show 'era the gridiron !" growled Captain Truck 
hrough his trumpet, with Its mouth turned in board. 

As everything was ready this order was instantly obeyed, 
and the stripes of America were soon seen fluttering nearly 
in seiJarate pieces. The two ships now Rin a short distance 
tn parallel lines, rolling from each other so heavily that the 
bright copper of the corvette was seen nearly to her keel. 
The Englishman, who seemed a portion of his ship, again 
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Tied fis trumpet; the detached words of "lie-by,"— "or- 
iIpis," — " tomniunicate," were caught by one or two, but 
ine howling oi the gale rendered all connexion in the mean- 
m^ jmpfissible The Englishman ceased his efforts to make 
himself heaid, for !he two ships were now rol!ing-to, and 
It appealed a" if their spars would interlock. Iliere wag 
an mstaof when Mr. Leach had his hand on the main-brace 
lu let it go ; but the Foam started away on a sea, like a 
hnrse that feels the spur, and disobeying her heim, shot 
forward, as if about to cfoss the Montauk'e forefoot. 

A breathless instant followed, for all on board the two 
ships thought they must now inevitably come foul of each 
other, and this the more so, because the Montauk look the 
impulse of the sea just as it was lost to the Foam, and 
seemed on the point of^plwnging directly into thS stern of 
ihe latter. Even the seamen clenched the ropes around 
ihem convulsively, and the boldest held their breaths for a 

time. The " p-o-r-t, hard a port, and be d d lo you!" 

<ir Caplain Truck; and the "S-t-a^r-b-o-a-r-d, starboard 
hard !" of the Englishman, were both dbtinctly audible to 
all in the two ships ; for this was a moment in which sea- 
men can speak. louder than the tempest. The affrighted 
vessels seemed to recede together, and they shot asunder in 
diverging lines, the Foam leading. All further attempts at 
a communication were instantly useless ; the corvette being 
half a mile ahead in a quarter of an hour, rolling her yard- 
arms nearly to the water. 

Captain Truck said little to his passengers concerning 
this adventure ; but when he had lighted a cigar, and was 
discussing the matter with his chief-mate, he told the iatter 
there was "just one minute when he would not have giveu 
a ship's biscuit for both vessels, nor much more for their 
cargoes. A man must have a small regard for human 
souls, when be puts them, and their bodies too, in so much 
ieopardy for a little tobacco." 

Throughout the day it blew furiously, for the ship,w!i3 
running into the gale, u phenomenon that we shall expiiiin, 
as most of o«r readers may not comprehend it. Al! gaies 
of wind commence to leeward ; or, in other words, the wind 
's first felt at some particular point, and later, as we lecede 
14 
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from thnt point, proceeding in the direction from whiuh ttia 
wind blows. It is always severest near the point where i". 
commences, appearing to diminish in violence as it recedes. 
This, therefore, is an additional motive for mariners to lie- 
to, instead of scudding, since the latter not only carries 
them far from their true course, but it carries them also 
nearer to the scene of the greatest fury of the elements. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



TsurEfT- 

At sunset, the speck presented by the reefed top-sail of 
the corvette had sunk beneath the horizon, in the southern 
board, and that ship was seen no longer. Several islands 
had been passed, iooldng tranquil and smiling amid the Airy 
of the tempest ; but it was impossible to haul up for any 
one among them. The most that could be done was to 
keep the ship dead before if, to prevent her broaching-to, 
and to have a care that she kepi clear of those rocks and 
of that bottom, for which Nanny Sldley bad so much pined- 

Familiarily with the scene began to les-^n the apprehen- 
sions of the passengers, and as scudding is an easy process 
for those who are liable to sea-sickness, ere another night 
shut in, the principal concern was connected with the course 
the ship was compelled to steer. The wind bad so "far 
hauled to the westward as to render it certain that the coast 
of Africa would lie in their way, if obliged to scud many 
hours longer; for Captain Truck's observations actually 
placed him to the southward and eastward ol' the Canary 
Islands. This was a long distance out of his course, but 
(he rate of sailing rendered the fact sufficiently clear. 

This, too. was the precise time when the Monlauk fell 
llie weight of the tempest, or rather, when she experienced 
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fhp lieaviest portion of that wliich it was her fate to Tee!. 
Luclty wfts It loi tlie good shii) Ehal she had not been in this 
1 ditude a lew houis earlier,. w lien it had blown something 
\eiy hke a huriiodne. The responsibiUty and danger oT 
Ins "iituation now began seriouslj' to disturb Cn|)tain Trucli, 
\hhough he kept his apprehensions to himself, like a pru- 
dent officei, Alt his calculations were gone over again 
viiih the utmost care, the rate of sailing was cautiously 
■ itmiated, and the le&utf showed, that ten or fifteen hours 
nwiie would laeiifably produce shipwreck of another sort, 
unleiis the wind modeiated. 

Fortunately, the gale began to break about midnighl. 
The wind still blew (remencously, but it was less steacli!)', 
and there were intervals of half-an-hour at a time when tho 
ship might have carried much more canvas, even on a bow- 
line: of course her speed abated in proportion, and, aflcr 
the day had dawned, a long and anxious survey from alo/l 
showed no land to the eastward. When perfectly assured 
of this important fact. Captain Truck rubbed his hands with 
delight, ordered a coal for his cigur, tind begnn to abuse 
Saunders about the (jitality of the colteo during the blow. 

" Lei there be something creditable, this morning, sir," 
added the captain, after a sharp rebuke ; " and remember 
M-e are down here in the neighbourhood of the country of 
your forefathers, where a man ought, in reason, to be on 
his good behaviour. If I hear any more of your washy 
compounds, I'D put you ashore, and let you run naked a 
summer or two with the monkeys and ounm-outangs." 

" I endeavour, on all proper occasions, to render myself 
agreeable to you, Captain Truck, and to all those with 
whom I have the happiness to sail," returned the steward; 
"but the coflee, sir, cannot be very good, sir, in such wea- 
ler, sir. I do diwme that the winci must blow away its fla- 
vour, for T am ready to confess it has not been as odorom 
as it usually is, when I have had the honour to prepare it 
As for Africa, sir, I flatter myself, Captain Truck, that you 
^teem me too highly to believe I am suited to consort or 
e<ort with the ill-formed and inedicated men who inhabit 
I »at wild ceimlry. I misremember whether my ancestors 
uame from this part of the world or not ; but if they did. 
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sir, my habits and proreasion entirely unqualify me for theii 
company, 1 hope. I know I am only a poor steward, sir, 
bul you'll please to recollect that your great Mr. Vattel was 
nothing bul a cook." 

" D — n the fellow; Leach j 1 believe it is this conceit that 
has spoiled the coffee the last day oi two ' Do >oii sup- 
pose it can be true that a great writer like this man could 
really be no better than a cook, or was that Engiifebman 
roasting me, by way of showing how cooking is done 
ashore? If it were not for the testimony of the ladies, I 
might believe it ; but they would not share in such an inde- 
cent trick. What are you lying-by for, sir? go to your pan- 
try and remember that the gale is broken, and we shall all 
sit down to (able this morning, as keen-set as o party of 
yonr brethren ashore here, who had a broiled baby for 
breakfast." 

Saunders, who ex-officio might be said to be trained in 
similar lectures, weni pouting to bis work, taking cai-e to 
e.xpend a proper part of his spleen on Mr. Toast, who, quite 
as a matter of course, sutlered in proportion as his superior 
was made to feel, in his own person, the weight of Captain 
Truck's authority. It is perhaps fortunate that nature 
points out this easy and self-evident mode of relief, else 
would the rude habits of a ship sometimes render the rela- 
tions between him who orders and him whose duty it is to 
obey, too nearly approaching to the intolerable. 

The captain's squalls, however, were of shoiT duration 
and on the present occasion he was soon in even a better 
humour than common, as every minute gave the cheering 
iisstiranc«, that the tempest was faist drawing to a close. 
He had finished his third cigar, and was actually issuing 
his orders to turn the reef out of the foresail, and to set the 
main-top-swl close-reefed, when most of the passengers ap- 
peared on deck, for the first time that morning. 

" Here we are, gentlemen !" cried Captain Truck, in the 
ivay of salutation, " nearer to Guinea than I could wish, 
with every prospect, now, of soon working our way across 
the Atlantic, and possibly of making a thirty or thirty-five 
days' passage of it yet. We have this sea to quiet; and 
ihen I hope to show you what the Montauk has in her, be« 
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aides her paseen e nd I 1 nk e h now got 

rid of the Foam a^wlln fhgi Iddb lieve, at 
01)0 time, ]ier pe pi m h be al n nd d on the 
coast of Cornwall ! I bd h erne iikelj 

to try the aands 1 e a D se f S 1 ara 

" It is to be ho; ed 1 y ha escaped h la e alnmity, 
as frfi-tujiately h j ap d h firs ved Mr. 

Effingham, 

" it may be s b h w nd ha- 1 or -west, 

ii.nd has not betn hn h I 1 h . Cape 

Blanco iS not a h J d I m and a the rate 

he was travellin h g ntl 1 h p k ig-trum 

pot may now be ph ph n^ e h f a m B s of hia 
ship, unless he hai h g d ha 1 ft m re to the 

westward than ee g h ie His ship 

should have been christened the ' bcud, mstead (u the 

Every one expressed the hope that the ship, to rfhich 
their own situation was fajrly enough to be ascribed, might 
escape this calamity ; and all faces regained their cheer- 
fulness as they saw the canvas fall, in sign that thtir own 
danger was past. So rapidly, indeed, did the gale now 
ibale,lhat the topsails were hardly hoisted before tue ordei 
was given to shake out another reef, and within ah hour all 
the heavier canvas that was proper to carry betbre the 
wind was set, solely with a view to keep the ship steady. 
The sea n'as still fearful, and Captain Truck found himself 
obliged to keep off from his course, in oi'der to ai'oid the 
dangerof having his decks swept. 

The racing with the crest of the waves, however, yas 
quite done, for the seas soon cease to comb and break, after 
the force of the wind is expended. 

At no time is the motion of the vessel more unpleasant, 
<)!■, indeed, more dangerous, than in the interval that occurs 
between the ceasing of a violent gale, and the springing up 
of a new wind. The ship Js unmanageable, and falling 
info the troughs of the sea, the waves break in upon her 
decks, olen doing serious injury, while the spars and rig- 
ging are put to tl^ severest trial by the sudden and violent 
surges which they have to withstand. Of all lliis Captain 
X4* 
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Truck was fully aware, and when he was surnmoned to 
breakfast he gave many cautions to Mr. Lench before 
quitting the deck. 

" I do not like the new sJirouds we got up in London," 
he said, " for the rope has stretched in this gale in a way 
to throw loo much strain on the old rigging ; so see all 
ready for taking a fresh drag on them, as soon as the people 
have breakfasted. Mind and keep her out of the trough, 
sir, and watch every roller that you find comes tumbling 

After repeating these injunctions in different ways, look- 
ing to windward some lime, and aloft five or sis minutes, 
Captain Truck finally went below, to pass judgment on 
Mr. Saunders' coffee. Onca in his throne, at the head of 
the long table, the worthy master, after a proper attention 
to his passengers, set about the duty of restoration, as the 
steward affectedly called eating, with a zeal that never 
failed him on such occasions. He had just swallowed a 
cup of the coffee, about which he had lectured Saunders, 
when a heavy flap of the sails announced the sudden failure 
of the wind. 

" That is bad news," said Captain Truck, listening to the 
fluttering blows of the canvas against the masts. " I never 
like to hear a ship shaking its wings while there is a heavy 
sea on ; but this is better than the Desert of Sahara, and 
BO, my dear young liidy, let me recommend to you a cup 
of this coffee, which is flavoured this morning by a dread 
of ouran-ou tangs, as Mr. Saunders will have the honoui 
to inform you — " 

A jerk of the whole ship was followed by a report like 
that made by a musket. Captain Truck rose, and stood 
leaning on one hand in a bent attitude, expectation and 
distrust intensely portrayed in every feature. Another 
helpless rod of the ship succeeded, and three or four simi- 
lar reports were immediately heard, as if large ropes had 
parted in quick succession. A rending of wood followed, 
and then came a chaotic crash, in which the impending 
heavens seemed to fall on the devoted ship- Most of the 
passengers shut their eyes, and when rfhey were opened 
again, or a moment afterwards, Mr. Truck had vanished 
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It is scarcely necessary to describe ihe confusion thai 
followed. Eve was frightened, but she behaved well, though 
Maderaoiseile Viefvitle trembled so much as to require the 
assistance of Mr. Effingham. 

" We have lost our masts," John Effingham coolly re- 
marked ; " an accident that will not be likely to be very 
dangerous, though by prolonging the passage a month or 
two, it may have the merit of making this good company 
more intimately acquainted with each other, a pleasure for 
which we cannot express too much gratitude." 

Eve implored his forbearance by a giance, for she saw 
his eye was unconsciously directed towards Mr, Monday 
and Mr. Dodge, for both of whom she knew her kinsman 
entertained an mcurable dislike. His words, however, ex- 
plained the catastrophe, and most of the men hastened on 
deck to assure themselves of the fact. 

John Effingham was right. The new rigging which had 
stretched so much during the gale, had permitted too much 
of the strain, in the tremendous rolls of the ship, to fall 
upon the other ropes. The shroud most exposed had 
parted first ; thi'ee or four more followed in succession, and 
before there was time to secure anything, the remainder 
had gone together, and the mainmast had broken at a place 
where a defect was now seen in its heart. Falling over the 
side, the latter had brought down with it the mizzen-tnast 
and all its hamper, and as much of the fore-mast as stood 
above the top. In short, of all the complicated tracery of 
ropes, the proud display of spars, and the bi-oad folds of 
canvas that had so lately overshadowed the deck of the 
Montauk, the mutilated fore-mast, the fore^yard and sail, 
and ihe fallen' head-gear alone remained. All (he rest 
either cumbered the detk, or was beating against the side 
of the ship, in the water. 

The hard, i-ed, weather-beaten face of Captain Truck 
was expressive of mortification and concern, for a single 
instant, when his eye glanced over the ruin we have just 
described. His mind then seemed made up to the calamity, 
and he ordered Toast to bring him a coal ol' fire, wilh 
ivhich he quietly lighted a cigar. 

" Here is a category, and be d — d to it, Mr. Ijcach," he 
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said, after taking a single whiff. " You are doing quite 
right, sir ; cut away the wreck and forc« the ship free of it, 
or we shall have some of those sticks poking themselves 
through the planks, 1 always thought the chandler tii 

London, into whose hands the agent has fallen, was a 

rogue, and now I know it well enough to swear to it. Cut 
away, carpenter, and get us rid of all this thumping aa socn 
as possible, A very capital vessel, Mr, Monday, or she 
would have rolled the pumps out of lier, and capsized the 
galley." 

No attempt being made to save anything, the wreck was 
floating astern in five minutes, and the ship was fortunately 
extricated from this new hazard. Mr. Truck, in spite of 
his acquired coolness, looked piteously at all that gallant 
hamper, in which he had so lately rejoiced, as yard-arm, 
cross-trees, tressel- trees, and tops rose on the summits of 
swells or settled in the troughs, like whales playing their 
gambols. But habit is a seaman's philosophy, and in no 
one feature is his character more respectable than in that 
manliness which disinclines him to mourn over a misfortune 
that is inevitable. 

The Montauk now resembled a tree stripped of its 
branches, or a courser crippled in his sinews ; her glory 
had, in a great degree, departed. The foremast alone 
remained, and of this even the heail was gone, a circum- 
stance of which Captain Truck complained more than of 
any other, as, to use his own expressions, " it destroyed the 
symmetry of the spar, which had proved itself to be a good 
stick." What, however, was of more real importance, it 
rendered it difficult, if not impossible, to get up a spare lop- 
mast forward. As both the main and mizzen-mast had 
gone quite near the deck, this was almost the only tolerably 
easy expedient that remained ; and, within an hour of the 
accident, Mr. Truck announced his intentions to stand as 
far south as he could to strike the trades, and then to make 
a fair wind of it across the Atlantic, unless, indeed, he 
might be fible to fetch into the Cape de Verde Islands, 
where it would be possible, perhaps, to get something like 
a niiw outfit. 

" All I now ask, my dear young lady," he said to Eve, 
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who ventured on deck to look at the desolation, a& soon aj^ 
the wreck was oit adrift, " al! 1 now ask, my dear joung 
lady, is an end to westerly winds for two or three weeks, 
and I will promise to place you all in America yet, in time 
to eat your Christmas dinner. I do not think Sir George 
will shoot many while bears among the Roclty Mountains 
this year, hut then there will be so many more left for ano- 
ther season. The ship is in a category, and he will be an 
impudent scoimdrel who denies it ; but worse categories 
than this have been reasoned out of countenance. All head- 
sail is not a convenient show of cloth lo claw off a lee- 
shore with ; but I still hope to escape the misfortune of lay- 
ing eyes on the coast of Africa." 

" Are we far from it ?" asked Eve, who sufficiently un 
derstood the danger of being on an uninhabitable shore it 
their present situation ; one in which It was vain to seek foi 
a port. " I would rather be in the neighbourhood of any 
other liind, I Ihink, than that of Africa," 

" I'jjipecially Africa between the Canaries and Cape 
Blani:<i," returned Captain Truck, with an expressive 
shrug. " More hospitable regions exist, certainly ; for, if 
accounts are to be credited, the honest people along-shore 
never get a Christian that they do not mount him on a 
camel, and trot him through the sands a thousand miles or 
so, under a hot sun, with a sort of haggis for food, that 
would go nigh to take away even a Scotchman's appetite-" 

" And you do not tell us how far we arc from this fright- 
ful land, Mons, le Capitaine V inquired Mademoiselle Vief- 

" In ten minutes you shall know, ladies, for I am about 
to observe fur the longitude. It is a little late, but it mav 
yet be done." 

" And we may rely on the fidelity of your information V 

" On the honour of a sailor and a man." 

The ladies were silent, while Mr. Truck proceeded to get 
the sun and the lime. As soon as he had run through his 
calculations, he came to them with a face in which the 
eye was roving, though it was still good-humoured and 
smiling. 

" And the result?" said Eve. 
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" Is no, (]uite as flattering as I could wish. We are ma- 
terially within a degree of the coast; but, us tlie wind is 
gone, or nearly so, we may hope to find a shift that will 
shove us farther from the land. " And now I have dealt 
frankly with you, let me heg you will keep the secret, for 
my people will be dreaming of Turks, instead of working, 
if they knew the fact." 

It required no great observation to discover that Captain 
Truck was far from satisfied with the position of his ship. 
Without any afler-sail, and almost without the means of 
making any, it was idle to think of hauling off from the 
land, more especially against the heavy sea that was still 
roiling in from the north-west ; and his present object was 
to make the Cape de Verdes, before -eacliing which ha 
would be certain to meet the trades, and where, of course, 
there would be some chance of repairing damages. His ap- 
prehensions would have been much less were the ship a 
degree further west, as the prevailing winds in this part of 
the ocean are frorei the northward and eastward ; but it was 
no easy matter to force a ship that distance under a fore- 
sail, the only regular sail that now remained in its place. 
It is true, he had some of the usual expedieots of seamen at 
his command, and the people were immediately set about 
them ; but, in consequence of the principal spars having 
gone so near the decks,' it became exceedingly dilScult to 
rig jury-masts. 

Something must be attempted, however, and the spare 
spars were got out, and all the necessary preparations were 
commenced, in order that they might be put into their 
places and rigged, as weH as circumstances would allow. As 
soon as the sea went down, and the steadiness of the ship 
would permit, Mr. Leach succeeded in getting up an awk- 
ward lower studding-aaii, and a sort of a stay-sail forward, 
ood with these additions to their canvas, the ship was 
broiight to head south, with the wind light at the westward. 
The sea was greatly diminished about noon ; but a mile an 
hour, for those who had so long a road before them, and 
who were so near a coast that was known to be fearfully 
inhospitable, was a cheerless progress, and the cry of 
" sail, ho !" earlj in the afternoon, diffused a general joy 
in the Moniauk. 
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The stranger was made to the soiithwurd and eastward, 
and was standing oa a course that must bring her quite near 
to their own track, as the Montauk then headed. The wind 
was so hght, however, that Captain Truck gave it as his 
opinion they could not apeak until night had set in. 

" Unless the coast has brought him up, yonder flaunting 
gentleman, who seems to have had better luck with his light 
canvas than ourselves, must be the Foam," he said. " To- 
bacco, or no tobacco, bride or bridegroom, the fellow has 
us at last, and all the consolation that is left is, that we shail 
be much obliged to him, now, if he will carry ua to Ports- 
mouth, or into any other Christiaji haven. We have shown 
him what a kettle-bottom can do before the wind, and now 
let him give us a tow to windward like a generous antago- 
nist. That is what I call Vattel, my dear young lady." 

" If he do this, he will indeed prove himself a generous 
adversary," said Eve, " and we shall he certain to apeak 
well of his humanity, whatever we may think of his obsti- 

" Are you quite sure the ship in sight is the corvette^" 
asked Paul Blunt. 

" Who else can it be 1 — Two vessels are quite sufficient 
to be jammed down here on the coast of Africa, and we 
know that the Englishman must be somewhere to leeward 
of us ; though, I will confess, I had believed him much 
farther, if not plump up among the Mohammedans, begin- 
ning to reduce to a feather-weight, like Captain Riley, who 
came out with just his skin and bones, after a journey across 
the desert." 

" I do not think-those top-gallant-sails have the symmetry 
of the canvas of a ship-of-war." 

Captain Truck looked steadily at the young man an in- 
stant, as one regards a sound criticism, and then he turned 
his eye towards the object of-which they were speaking. 

" You are right, sir," he rejoined, after a Moment of ex- 
amination ; " and 1 have had a lesson in my own trade 
from one young enough to be my son. The stranger is 
clearly no cruiser, and as there is no port in-shore of w 
anywhere near this latitude, he is probably some trader whc 
has been driven down here, like ourselves." 
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" And I'm very sure, captain," put in Sir Gleorge Tern- 
plemore, " we ought io rejoice sincerely thai, like ourselves 
lie has escaped shipwreck. For my part, I pity the poor 
wretches on board the Foam most sincerely, and could al- 
most wish myself a Catholic, that one might yet offer up 
sacrifices in their bebalf." 

" You have shown yourself a Christian throughout al 
that affair. Sir George, and I shall not forget your hand 
some offers to befriend the ship, rather than let us fall int 
the jaws of the Philistines. We were in a category more 
than once, with that nimble-fooled racer in our wake, an 
you were the man, Sir George, who manifested the most 
Hearty desire to get us out," 

" I ever feei an interest in the ship in which I embark," 
returned the gratified baronet, who was not displeased at 
hearing his liberality so openly commended ; " and I would 
cheerfully have given a thousand pounds in preference to 
being taken. I rather think, now, that is the true spirit for 

" Orfor an admiral, my good sir. To be frank with you. 
Sir George, when I first had the honour of your acquaint- 
ance, I did not think you had so much in you. There was 
a sort of F.nn liah attention to small wares, a species of 
knee-buckleism ubout your debutl, as Mr. Dodge calls it, 
that made me distrust your being the whole-souled and one- 
idea'd man I find you really are." 

" Oh ! I do like my comforts," said Sir George, laughing. 

" That you do, and I am only surprised you don't smoke. 
Now, Mr. Dodge, your room-mate, there, tells me you have 
six-and-thirty pair of breeches 1" 

" I have — yes, indeed, I have. One would wish to go 
abroad decently clad." 

" Well i if it should be our luck to travel in the deserts, 
your wardrobe would rig out a whole harem." 

" I wish, captain, you would do me the favom" to step info 
our state-room, some morning ; I have many curious things 
I should like to show you. A set of razors, in particular, 
— and a dressing-case — and a pair of patent pistols — and 
fhat life-preserver that you admire so much, Mr. Dodge. 
Mr. Dodge hac seen most of my curiosities, 1, belie ve,~and 
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will tell you some of them are really worth a moment's 
examination." 

" Yes, captain, I must say," observed Mr, Dodge, — for 
this conversation was held apart between the three, the 
mate keeping an eye the while on the duty of the ship, for 
feabit had given Mv. Truck the iaeulty of driving his people 
while he entertained his passengers—" Yes, captain, I must 
s&y I htive met no gentleman who is better supplied with 
necessaries, than my friend, Sir George. Bui English gen- 
tletnen are curious in such things, and I admit that I admire 
(heir ingenuity." 

" Particularly in breeches, Mr, Dodge. Have you coais 
to match, Sir George T' 

" Certainly, sir. One would be a little absurd in his 
shirt sleeves. I wish, captain, we could mate Mr. Dodge 
a little less of a republican, I find him a most agreeable 
foom-mate, but rather annoying on the subject of kings and 
princes." 

" You stick up for the people, Mr. Dodge, or to the old 
category t" 

" On that subject. Sir George and 1 shall never agree, 
tbv he is obstinately monarchial ; but I tell him we shall 
treat him none the worse for that, when he gets among us. 
He has promised me a visit in our part of the country, and 
I have pledged myself to his being unqualifiedly well 
received ; and 1 think I know the whole meaning of a 
pledge." 

" I understand Mr, Dodge," pursued the baronet, " thai 
he is the editor of a public journal, in which he entertains 
his readers with an account of his adventures and observa- 
tions during his travels. ' The Active Inquirer,' is it not, 
Mr, Dodge?" 

" That is the name. Sir George. ' The Active Inquirer' 
IS the present name, though when we supported Mr. Adams 
It was called ' The Active Enquirer,' vrith an E." 

" A dislmctioa without a difference ; I like thai," inter 
rupted Captain Truck, " This is the second time I have 
had the honour Ij sail with Mr. Dodge, and a more active 
inquirer never put foot in a ship, though I did not know the 
use he put bis information to before. U is all in the way 
of trade, f find." 
15 
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" Mr. Dodge claims to belong to a profession, captain, 
and is quite abuve trade. He tells me many things have 
occurred on board this ship, since we sailed, that will maka 
very eligible paragraphs." 

" The d he does ! — I should like particularly welli 

Mr. Dodge, to know what you will find to say concerning 
this category in which the Montauk is placed. 

" Oh ! captain, no fear of me, when you are concerned* 
You know 1 am a friend, and you have no cause to appre- 
liend any thing; though I'll not answer for everyliody else 
on board ; for there are pasaeogers in this ship to whom I 
have decided antipathies, and whc«e deportment meets with 
my unqualified disapprobation." 

" And you intend to paragraph them V 

Mr. Dodge was now swelling with the conceit of a vulgar 
and inflated man, who not only fancies himself in possession 
of a power that others dread, hut who was eo far blinded 
to his own qualities as to think his opinion of importance 
to those whom he felt, in the minutest fibre of his envious 
and malignant system, to be in every essential his superiors. 
He did not dare express all his rancour, while he was un- 
equal to suppressing it entirely. 

» These Effinghams, and this Mr. Sharp, and that Mr. 
Blunt," he muttered, " think themselves everybody's betters; 
but we shall see ! America is not a country in which people 
cnn shut themselves, up in rooms, and fancy they are lords 
and ladies." 

" Bless my sou! I" said Captain Truck, with his afiected 
simplicity of manner ; " how did you find this out, Mr. 
Daige'! What a thing it is, Sir George, to be an active iit- 
quirer 1" 

" Oh ! 1 know when a man is blown up with notions of 
his own importance. As for Mr. John Effingham, he has 
been so long abroad that he has forgotten that he is a going 
home to a country of equal rights 1" 

"Very true, Mr. Dodge; a country in which a man can- 
not shut himself up in his room, whenever the notion seizes 
him. This is the spirit, Sir George, to make a great nation, 
dnd you see that the daughter is likely to prove worthy of 
the old lady' But, my dear sir, are you quite suie that Mr 
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own favour. It would be awkward bu&meas to njake a 
blunder in such a serious matter, and muider a paragiaph 
for nothing. You should renienihtr the mistake of the 
Irishman !" 

"What was ihatl" asked the baronet, who was com- 
pletely mystified fey the mdomitable giavity ol Captain 
Truck, whose charactei might he said to be dctually foi med 
by the long habit of treating the weaknesses of his fellow- 
orcatures with cool contempt. " We hear many good things 
at our ciub; but I do not remember the mistake of thn 
Irishman ?" 

" He merely mistook the drumming in his own ear, for 
some unaccountable noise that disturbed his companions." 

Mr. Dodge feit uncomfortable; but there h no one in 
whom a vulgar-minded man stands so much in av\c as an 
immovable quiz, who has no scruple in using his pL.wev. 
He shook his head, therefore, in a menacing manner, and 
allecting to have something to do he went below, leaving 
the baronet and captain by themselves, 

" Mr. Dodge is a stubborn friend of liberty,'' said the 
former, when his room-mate was out of hearing. 

" That is he, and you have his own word for it. He has 
ao notion of letting a man do as he has a mind to ! We are 
full of such active inquirers in America, and 1 don't care 
how many you shoot before you begin upon the while bears. 
Sir George." 

" But it would be more gracious in the Effinghains, you 
must allow, captain, if they shut themselves op m their 
cabin less, and admitled us to their society a little oftener. 
I am quite of Mr. Dodge's way of thinking, that exclusion 
is excessively odious." 

" There is a poor fellow in the steerage. Sir George, to 
whom I have given a piece of canvas to repair a damage to 
his mainsail, who would say the same thing, did he know 
of your six-and-thirtys. Take a cigar, my dear sir, and 
smoke away sorrow, 

"Thankee, captain; I never smoke We never smoke 
St our club, though some of us go, at limes, to the divan to 
try a chibouk." 
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" We can't all have cabins to ourselves, or no one would 
.ivB forward. If the Effinghams like their own apartmeBt, 
I do honestly believe it is for a reason as simple as that it 
[s the best in the ship. I'll warrant you, if there were a 
better, that they would be ready enough to change. I sup- 
pose when we get in, Mr. Dodge will honour you with an 
article in ' The Active Inquirer V " 

" To own the truth, he has intimated some such thing." 

"And why not? A very instructive paragraph might 
be made awut the six-and -thirty pair of breeches, and the 
pateiit razoi-s, and the dressing-case, lo say nothing of the 
Rocky Mounlains, and the white hears." 

Sir George now began to feel uncomfortable, and making 
a few unmeaning remarks about the late accident, he dis- 



ptain Truck, who never smiled except at the corner of 
his left eye, turned away, and began rattlingoffhis people, and 
throwing in a hint or two to Saunders, with as much indif- 
ference as if he were a firm believer in the unfailing ortho- 
doxy of a newspaper, and entertained a profound respect 
for the editor of the ' Active Inquirer,' in particular. 

The prognostic of the master concerning the strange ship 
proved true, for about nine at night she came within hail, 
and backed her maintop-sail. This vessel proved to be an 
American in ballast, bound from Gibraltar to New York; 
a return store-ship from the squadron kept in the Mediterra- 
nean. She had met the gale to the westward of Madeii-a, 
and after holding on as long as possible, had aisobeen com- 
pelled to scud. According to the report of her oflicers, the 
Foam had run in much closer to the coast than herself, and 
it wt|^ their opinion she was lost. Their own escape was 
owing entirely to the wind's abating, for they had actually 
been within sight of the land, though having received no in- 
jury, they had been able to haul off in season. 

Luckily, this ship was ballastea with fresh water, snd 
Oaptain Truck passed the night in negotiating a transfer of 
his steerage passengers, under an apprehension that, in thii 
crippled, state of his own vessel, his supplies might be ex 
hausted before he could reach America. In the morning, 
Ihe ofier of being put on board the store-ship was made to 
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those who chose to accept it, and all in the steerage, with 
most from the cabin, profited by the occasion to exchange 
a dismasted vessel for one that was, at least, full rigged. 
Provisions were transferred accordingly, and by noon next 
day the stranger made sail on a wind, the sea being toler- 
ably smooth, and the breeze still ahead. In three hours 
she was out of sight fo the northward and westward, the 
iVlontauk holding her own dull course to the southward, 
with the double view of striking the trades, or of reaching 
one of the Cape do Verdes. 



CHAPTER XV* 

is friend J his bsck- 



iil epeecbes, and to detrao: 



Tempest 



The situation of the Mootauk appeared more desolate 
ihati ever, after the departure of so many of her passengers. 
So long as her decks were thronged there was an air of life 
about her, that served to lessen disquietude, but now thai 
she was left by all in the steerage, and by so many in the 
cabins, those who remained began to entertain livelier ap- 
prehensions of the future. When the upper sails of the 
store-ship sunk as a speck in the ocean, Mr. Effingham re- 
gretted that he, too, had not overcome his reluctance to a 
crowded and inconvenient cabin, and gone on board her, 
with his own party. Thirty years before he would have 
thought himself fortunate in finding so good a ship, and 
accommodations so comfortable ; but habit and indulgence 
change all our opinions, and he had now thought it next to 
impossible to place Eve and Mademoiselle Viefviile in a 
situation that was so common to those w^ travelled bj sea 
at the commencement of the century. 

Most of the cabin passengers, as has just been stated, de- 
eded difierently, none remaining but the Effinghams and 
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their party, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Blunt, Sir George Templeinore 
Mr. Dodge, and Mr. Monday. Mr. Effingham had been 
influenced by the superior comforts of the packet, and hia 
hopes that a speedy arrival at the islands would enable the 
ship tc refit, in time to reach America almost as soon as the 
dull-sailing vessel which had just left them. Mr. Sharp 
and Mr. Blunt had both expressed a determination to share 
his fortunes, which was indirectly saying that they would 
share the fortunes of his daughter. John Effingham re- 
mained, as a matter of course, though he had made a pro- 
position to the strangsr to tow them into port, on arraiige- 
nicnt that failed in consequence of the two captains dis- 
agreeing as to the course proper to be steered, as well as to 
a more serious obstacle in the way of compensation, the 
stranger throwing oi^ some pretty plain hints about salvage ; 
and Mr. Monday staying from an inveterate attachment to 
the stewai-d's stoi-es, more of which, he rightly judged, 
would now fall to his share than formerly. 

Sir George Templemore had gone on board the store- 
ship, and had given some very clear demonstrations of an 
intention to transfer himself and the thirty-aix pair of 
breeches to that vesse! ; but on examining her comforts, 
and particularly the confined place in which he' should be 
compelled to slow himself and his numerous curiosities, he 
was unequal to the sacrifice. On the other hand, he knew 
an entire state-room would now fall to his share, and this 
self-indulged and feeble-minded young man preferred his 
immediate comfort, and the gratification of Iiis besetting 
weakness, to his safely. 

As lor Mr. Dodge, he had the American mania of hurry, 
and was one of the first to propose a geoeral swarming, as 
soon as it was known the stranger could receive thera. 
During the night, he had been actively employed in foment- 
ing a party to " resolve" that prudence required the Mon- 
tauk should be altogether abandoned, and even alter this 
scheme failed, he had dwelt eloquently in corners (Mr. 
X)odge was too njgek, and too purely democratic, ever to 
speak aloud, unless under the shadow of public opinion,) on 
the propriety of Captain Truck's yielding his own judgment 
to that of the majority. He might as well have scoWed 
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against the late ^ale m tin. e^pcctalitaj of out-railing the 
lempest at. to make such nn attempt on the firrn-set noliona 
aC the old seamin conuemmg hi? duty ; for no sooner was 
Jhe tiling intimated tj him than he growied adwiial in a 
^oiie th t he was I tlie at-customed to use to his passengers, 
and oie that eflectually silenced rennonBtrance. When 
these two plans had foiled Mr Dodge endeavoured strenu- 
oiisiy Jo si- OH S r George that his interests and safety were 
on the side ol u removal; but with all his eloquence, and 
vith the hold that incessant adulation had actually giv^i 
him on the mind of the other, he was unable to ov^oMne 
his love of ease, exid chiefly the passion for the enjoyment 
of the hundred articles of comfort and curiosity in which 
thd bamnet so mucii delighted. The breeches might have 
been iRtcked In a trunk, it is true, and bo might tbe razors, 
nnii the dressing-case, and the pistols, and most of the other 
things ; but Sir George ioved to look at Ihem daily, and as 
many ae possible were constantly paraded before his eyes. 

To the Surprise of every one, Mr. Dodge, on finding it 
flnpoBsible to prevail on Sir George Templemore to leave 
the packet, svjidenly announced his own inl«ntio« to remain 
also. Few stopped to inquire into his motives in the hurry 
of su..h a moment. To his room-mate he affirmed that the 
sti'ong friendship be had Ibnned for nim, could alone induce 
him to relinquish the hope of reac.iing home previously to 
the auiumn elections. 

Nor did Mr. Dodge greatly colour the truth in making 
this statement. He was an American demagogue precisely 
in obedience to those feelings and inclinations which would 
liave made him a courtier anywhere olse. It is true, he had 
travelled, or thoftght he had travelled, in a diligence with 
a countess or two, but from these he had been obliged to 
separate early on account of the force of things ; while 
here hrt bad got a hona-jide English baronet all to himself, 
in H confined state-room, and his imagination revelled in 
the gloiy and gratification of such an acquaintance. What 
were the proud and distant Effinghams to Sir George Tem- 
plemore ! Ho even ascribed their reserve witli the baroiie' 
to envy, a passion of whose existence he had very lively 
oerceptioas, and he found a. secret charm in being shut up 
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in w) small an apartment with a man who could oxcite envy 
in an Effingham- Rather than abandon his aristoeratica, 
prize, therefore, whom he Intended to exhibit to all his de- 
mocratic friends in his own neighbourhood, Mr. Dodge de- 
lermine". to abandon his beloved hurry, looking for his 
reward in the future pleasure of talking €)f Sir George 
Teinplemore and bis curiosities, and of his sayings and bis 
jokes, in the circle at home. Odd, moreover, aa it may 
seem, Mr. Dodge haii an itchiag desire to remain with the 
Effinghams ; for while he was perniitting jealousy and a 
consciousness of iaferiority to beget haired, he was willing 
at any moment to make peace, provided it could be done 
by a frank admission into their intimacy. As to the inno- 
cent family that was rendered of so much account to the 
happiness of Mr- Dodge, it seldom thought of that indi- 
vidual at all, little dreaming of its own importance in his 
estimation, and merely acted in obedience to its own cuUi- 
vated tastes and high principles in disliking his company. 
It fancied itself, in this particwlar, the master of its own 
acts, and this so much the more, that with the reserve of 
good-breeding its members seldom indulged in censorious 
personal remarks, and never in gossip. 

As a consequence of these contradictory feelings of Mr. 
Dodge, and of the fa^idiousness of Sir George Temple- 
more, the interest her two admirers to<Ji in Eve, the devo- 
tion of Mr. Monday . to sherry and champaigne, and the 
decision of Mr. Effingham, these persons therefore remained 
the sole occupants of the cabins of the Montauk. Of the 
oi polloi who had left them, we have hitherto said notliing, 
because this separation was to remove them entirely from 
the interest oi" our incidents. 

If we were to say that Captain Tntcfc did not feet melan- 
choly as the store-ship sunk beneath the horizoo, we should 
represent that stout-hearted mariner as more stoical than 
he actually was. In the course of a long and adventurous 
professional life, he had encountered calamities before, but 
he had never before been compelled to call in assistance to 
deliver his passengers at the stipulated port, since he had 
commanded a packet. He felt the necessity, in the present 
instance, as a sort of stain upon his character as a seaman, 
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(hottgli in fact the accident which had occurred was chiefly 
to 1)0 attribuied to ft concealed defect in the mainmast. The 
(ionest master sighed often, smoked nearly double the usual 
number of cigars in the course of the afternoon, and when 
the sun went down gloriously in the distant west, he stood 
gazing at the sky in melancholy silence, as long as any of 
Ihc magnificent glory that accompanies the decline of day 
lingered among the vapours of the horizon. He then sum- 
moned Saunders to the quarter-deck, where (lie following 
dialogue took place between them : 

" This is a devil of a category to be in, Master Steward !" 

" Well, he might be better, air. I only wish the good 
butter may endure until we get in." 

" If it fail, I shall go nigh to see you clapt into the Slate's 
prison, or at least into that Gothic cottage on Blackwell's 
bland." 

" There is an end to all things, Capiam Truck, if you 
please, sir, even to butter. I presume, sir, Mr. Vatlel, if 
he know anything of cookery, will admit that." 

" Ifarkee, Saunders, if you ever insinuate again that . 
Vattel belonged to the coppers, in my presence, I'll take 
he liberty to land you on the coast here, where you may 
amuse yourself in stewing young monkeys for your own 
dinner. I saw you aboard the other ship, sir, overhauling 
her arrangements ; what sort of a time will the gentlemen 
be likely to have in her V 

" Atrocious, sir I I give you my honour, as a real gentle- 
man, sir. Why, would you believe it. Captain Truck, the 
steward is a downright nigger, and he wears ear-rings, and 
a red flannel shirt, without the least ediootion. As for the 
cook, sir, he would'nt pass an examination for Jemmy Ducks 
aboard here, and there is but one camboose, and one set of 
coppers." 

'■ Well, the steerage-passengers, in that case, will fare as 
well as the cabin." 

Yes, sir, and the cabin as bad as the steerage ; and for 
m)' part, I abomernate liberty and equality," 

''You should converse with Mr, Dodge on thai subject, 
Master Saunders, and let the hardest fend off in the argu- 
ment. May I inquire, sir, if you happen to remember the 
Jay of tin; week V 
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" Beyon'l conti-ovcrsy, sir ; to-morrow will be Sunday, 
Captain TrJck, and I think it a thousand pities wo have 
not an opportunity to solicit the prayers and praises of tlie 
church, sir, ia our behalf, eir." 

" If to-morrow will be Sunday, to-day must be Saturday, 
Mr. Saunders, unless this laat gale has deranged the calen- 
dar." 

" Quite naturally, sir, and werry justly remarlted. Every 
body admits there is no belter navigator than Captain 
Truck, sir." 

"This may be true, my honest fellow," returned the 
captain moodily, after making three or four heavy pufTs ai 
the cigar ; " but I am sadly oul of my road down here in 
the country of your amiable family, just dow. If this be 
Saturday, there will be a Saturday Might before long, and 
look to it, that we have our ' sweethearts and wives.' 
Though I have neither myself, I feel the necessity of some- 
thing cheerful, to raise my thoughts to the future." 

" DepeJid on my discretion, sir, and I rejoice to hear yon 
say it ; for I think, sir, a ship is never so respectable anii 
genteel as when she celebrates all the anniwersaries. You 
will be quite a select and agreeable parly to-night, sir," 

With this remark Mr, Saunders withdrew, to confer with 
Toast on the subject, and Captain Truck proceeded to give 
his orders for the night to Mr. Leach. The jiroud ship diii 
indeed present a sight to make a seaman melancholy ; foi 
to the only regular sail (hat stood, the foresai!, by this time 
was added a lower studding-sail, imperfectly ri^ed, and 
which would not resist a fresh puff, while a very inartificial 
jury-topmast supported a topgallant-sail, that could only !« 
carried in a free wind. Aft, preparations were making of 
a more permanent nature, it is true. The upper part of the 
mainmast had been cut away, as low as fhe steerage-deck 
where an arrangement had been made to step a spare top- 
mast. The spar itself was lying on the deck rigged, and a 
pair of sheers were in readiness to be hoisted, in order to 
sway it up ; but night approaching, the men had been broken 
off, to rig the yards, bend the sails, and to fit the other spars 
It was intended to use, postponing the last act, that of send' 
ing all up, until morning. 
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" We nre likely to have a quiet night of it," said ihe cap- 
Iain, glanfjng his eyes round at tlie heavens ; " end Rt eight 
o'clock to-'iorrow let all hands be called, when we wili 
turn-to with a will, and make a brig of the old huaaey 
This topmast will do io bear the strain of the spare main- 
yard, unless there come another gale, and by lyjefing the 
new mainsail we shall be able to make something out of it. 
The topgallaiit-mast wili fit of course above, and we may 
make out, by keeping a little free, to carry the sail : at need, 
we may possibly ttoax the contrivance iato carrying a stud- 
ding-sail also. We have sticks for no more, though we'll 
endeavour to get up something aft, out of the spare spars 
obtaintjd firom the store-ship. You may knock off at four 
bells, Mr, Leach, and let the poor fellows have their Satur- 
day's night in peace. It is a misfortune enough to be dis- 
Biaated, without having one's grog slopped." 

The mate of course obeyed, and the evening shut in beau- 
tifully and placid, with all the glory of a mild night, in a 
latitude aa low as that they were in. They who have never 
seen the ocean under such circumstances, know little of its 
charms in its moments of rest. The term of sleeping ia 
well applied to, its impressive stillness, for the long sluggish 
swells on which the ship rose and fell, hardly disturbed its 
surface. The moon did not rise until midnight, and Eve, 
accompanied by Mademoiselle Viefville and most of her 
male companions, walked the deck by the bright atarli^t, 
until fatigued with pacing their narrow bounds. 

The song and the laugh rose frequently from the fore- 
castle, where the crew were occupied with their Saturday 
night ; and occasionally a rude sentiment in the way of a 
toast was heard. But weariness soon got the belter of mer- 
riment forward, and the hard-worked mariners, who had 
the watch below, soon went down to their berths, leaving 
those whose duty it was to remain to doze away (he lung 
hours in such places as they could find on deck. 

" A white squall," said Captain Truck, looking up af the 
oncouth sails that hardly impelled the vessel a mile in the 
fiour through the water, " would soon furl all our canvas 
for us, and we are in the very place for such an interlude.'' 

" And what would then become of us ?" asked Mademoi- 
-i^ile Viefville quickly. 
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"You had better ask what would become of thjit a^logy 
for a topsHil, raam'selle, and yonder stun'sail, which looks 
like an American in ^iffladon without straps to his pantaloons. 
The canvas would pl^ kite, and we should be left to renew 
our inventions. A ship could scarcely be in better plight 
than we are at this moment, to meet with one of these Afri- 
can flurries." 

" In which case, captain," observed Mr, Monday, who 
stood by the skylight watching the preparations below, " wo 
can go' to our Saturday-night without fear; for I see the 
steward has everything ready, and the punch looks very 
inviting, to say nothing of the champaigne." 

" Gentlemen, we will not forget our duty," returned the 
captain ; " we are but a small family, and so much the 
greater need that we should prove a jolly one. Mr. Effing- 
ham, I hope we are to have the honour of your company 
at 'sweethearts and wives.'" 

Mr. Effingham bad oo wife, and the invitation coming 
under such peculiar circumstances, produced a pang that 
Eve, who felt his ai-m tremble, well understood. She mildly 
intimated her intentbn to go below however; the whole 
party foliowed, and lucky it was for the captain's entertain- 
ment that she quitted the deck, as few would otherwise have 
been present at, it. By pressing^ the passengers to favour 
him with their company, he succeeded in the course of a 
few minutes in getting ail the gentlemen seated at the cabin- 
lable, with a glass of delicious punch before each man. 

" Mr. Saunders may not be a conjuror or a mathema-. 
tician; gentlemen," cried Captain Truck, aa he ladled out 
the beverage ; " but he understands the philosophy of sweet 
and Bour, strong and weak; and 1 will venture to praise his 
Iquor without lasting il. Well, gentlemen, there are better- 
ligged ships on the ocean than this of ours; but there are 
few with more comfortable cabins, or stouter hulls, or better 
company. Please God we can get a few sticks aloft again, 
now that we are quit of our troublesome shadow, I think I 
may^flattcr myself with a reasonable hope of landing you, 
that do me the honour to stand by me, in New York, in less 
time than a common drogger Would make the passage, with 
all his legs and arms. Kt our first toast be, if you please. 
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A happy end to that which has had a disastrous begin- 

Captain Trudt's hard face twitched a little while he was 
making this address, and as he swallowed the punch, his 
eyes glistened in spite of himself. Mr. Dodge, Sir George, 
and Mr. Monday repeated the sentiment sonorously, word 
for word, while the other gentlemen bowed, and drank it m 

The commencement of a. regular scene of merriment is 
usually dull and formal, and it was some time before Captain 
Truck could bring any of Jus companions up to the point 
where he wished to see them ; for though a perfectly sober 
man, he loved a social glass, and particularly at those times 
and seasons which conformed to the practice of his calling. 
Although Eve and her governess had declined taking their 
seats at the table, they consented to place themselves where 
they might be seen, and where they might share occasionally 
in the conversation. 

" Here have I been drinking sweetbearts and wives of a 
Saturday-night, my dear young lady, these forty years and 
more," said Captain Truck, after the party had sipped their 
liquor for a minute or two, " without ever falling into luck's 
latitude, or furnishing myself with either ; but, though so 
negligent of my own interests and happiness, I make it an 
invariable rule to advise all my young friends to get spliced 
before they are thirty. Many is the man who has come 
aboard my ship a determined bachelor in his notions, who 
has left it at the end of the passage ready to marry the first 
pretty young woman he fell in with." 

As Eve had too much of the self-respect of a lady, and 
of the true dignity of her sex, to permit jokes concerning 
matrimony, or a treatise on love, to make a part of her 
conversation, and a!) the gentlemen of her party understood 
her character too well, to say nothing of their own habits, 
lo second this attempt of (he captain's, after a vapid remark 
or two from the others, this rally of the honest mariner pro- 
duced no suites. 

" Are ive not unusually low, Captain Truck," mquired 
I'aul Blunt, with a view to change the discourse, ''not lo 
have fallen in with the trades ? I have commonly met with 

m 
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lliose winda on this coast as high as twenty -six or twenty 
Beveu, and 1 believe you observed to-day, in twenty -four." 

Captain Truck looked hard ai the speaker, and when he 
had done, he nodded his head in approbation. 

" You have travelled this road before, Mr. Bluaf, I per- 
ceive. I have suspected you of being a brother chip, from 
the moment I saw you first put your foot on the side-cleeta 
in getting out of the boat. You did not come aboard par- 
rot-toed, like a country -girl waltzing ; but set the ball of 
the foot firmly on the wood, and swung off the length of 
your arms, tike a map who tnowa how to humour the mus- 
cles. Your present remark, too, shows you understand 
where a ship ought to be, in order to be in her right place. 
As for the trades, they are a little uncertain, like a lady's 
mind when she has more than one good offer; for I've 
known them to blow as high as thirty, and then again, to 
fail a vessel ns low as twenty-three, or even lower. It is 
my private opinion, gentlemen, and I gladly take this oppor- 
tunity to make it public, that we are on the edge of the 
trades, or in those light baffling winds which prevail along 
their margin, as eddies play near the track of strong steady 
currents in the ocean. If we can force the ship fairly out 
of this trunming region — that is the word, I believe, Mr. 
Dodge — we shall do well enough ; for a north-east, ov an 
east wind, would soon send us up with the islands, even 
under the rags we carry. We are very near the coast, 
certainly — much nearer than I could wish ; but when we 
do get the good breeze, it will be all the better for us, as it 
will find us well to windward." 

" But these trades, Captain Truck ?" asked Eve ; " if they 
ajways blow in the same dii-ection, how is it possible thai 
the late gale should drive a ship into the quarter of the 
ocean where they prevail t" 

" Always, means sometimes, my dear young lady. Al- 
though light winds prevail near the edge of the ti-ad^, gales, 
and tremendous fellows loo, sometimes blow there also, as 
we have just seen. I tliiuk we shall now have settled wea- 
Jhcr, and that our chance of a safe arrival, more particu 
larly m some southern American port, is almost certain, 
ihough our chance for a speedy arrival be not quite as good 
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I liope before twenty-four hours arepassed, to see our decks 
white with sand. 

'■Is that a phenomenon seen here?" asked the father. 

" Often, Mr. Effingham, when ships are close in with 
Africa, and are fairly in the steady winds. To say the 
truth, the country abreast of us, some twenty or thirty 
miles distant, is not the most inviting ; and though it maj 
not be easy to say where the garden of Eden ia, it is no 
hazardous to say it is not there;" 

" If we are so very near the coast, why do we not set 
it V 

" Perhaps we might from aloft, if we had any aloft just 
i»ow. We are to the southward of thp mountains, however, 
and off a part of the country where the Great Desert makes 
from the coast. And now, sentlenien, 1 perceive Mr. Mon- 
day finds all this sand aria, and 1 ask permission lo give 
you, one and all, ' Sweethearts and wives.' " 

Most of the company drank the usual toast with spirit, 
tliough both the Effinghams scarce wetted their !ips. Eve 
stole a timid glance at her father, and her own eyes were 
filled with tears as she withdrew them ; for she knew that 
every allusion of this nature revived in him moui'nful re- 
collections. As for her cousin Jack, he was so confirmed 
a bachelor that she thought nothing of his want of sympa- 
thy with such a sentiment. 

" You must have a care for your heart, in America, Sir 
George Templemore," cried Mr. Dodge, whose tongue 
loosened with the liquor he drank. " Our ladies are cele- 
brated for their beauty, and are immensely popular, 1 can 

Sir George looked pleased, and it is quite probable 
Ills tlioughts ran on the one particular vestment of the sis- 
and. thirty, in which he ought to make his first appearance 
in such a society. 

" 1 allow the American iadies to be handsome," said Mr. 
Monday;"but I think no Englishman need be in any par- 
[icular danger of his heart from such a cause, after having 
boon accustomed lo the beauty of his own island. Captain 
Truck, I have the honour lo drink your health," 

''Fairly said," cried the captain, bowing to the irompii- 
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ment ; " and 1 ascribe my own hard fortune to thu fact that 
I have been kepi sailing between two countries so much fa- 
voured in tbis particular, that I have never been abJe to 
make up my mind which to prefer. I have wished a thou- 
sand times (here was but one handsome woman in (he 
world, when a man would have nothing to do but fall in 
love with her ; and make up his mind to get married at 
once, or to hang himself." 

" That 19 a cruel wish to us men," returned Sir Gleorge, 
" as we should be certain to quarrel for the beauly." 

" In such a case," resumed Mr. Monday, " we common 
men would have lo give way to the claims of the nobility 
and gentry, and satisfy ourselves with plainer companions; 
though an Englishman loves his independence, and might 
rel)el. I have the honour to drink your health and happi- 
ness. Sir George." 

" I protest against your principle, Mr, Monday," said 
Mr. Dodge, "which is an invasion on human rights. Perfect 
freedom of action is to be maintained in ibis matter as in 
all others. I acknowledge that the English ladies are ex- 
tremely beautiful, but I shall always maintain the supre- 
macy of the American fair." 

" We will drink their healths, sir; I am far from denying 
their beauty, Mr. Dodge, but I think you must admit that 
they fade earlier than our British ladies. God bless them 
both, however, and I empty this glass to the two entire na- 
tions, with all my heart and soul." 

" Perfectly polite, Mr. Monday ; but as to the fading of 
the ladies, 1 am not certain that I can yield an unqualified 
approbation to your sentiment." 

" Nay, sir, your climate, you will allow, is none of the 
best, and it wears out constitutions almost as fast as your 
states make them." 

" I hope there is no real danger lo be apprehended from 
the chmate," said Sir George: "I particularly detest bad 
climates ; and for that reason have always made it a rule 
never to go into Lincolnshire." 

" In that case. Sir George, yott bad better have stayed 
at home. In the way of climate, a man seldom betters 
nimself by leaving old. England. Now this is the tenth 
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and although I entertain a profound respect for the country, 
I find myself growing older every time I quit it. Mr. 
E^iiigham, I do myself the favour to drink to your health 
and happiness." 

" You live too well when amongst us, Mr. Monday," 
Bftid the captain ; " there are too many soft crabs, hard 
elams, and canvas-backs ; loo much old Madeira, and gc 
nerous Sherry, for a man of your well-known laste lo re- 
sist them. Sit less time at tahle, and go oflener to church 
this trip, and iet ua hear your report of the consequences e 
twelvemonth hence." 

"You quite mistake ray habits, Captain Truck, I give 
you my honour. Althoagh a judicious eater, I seldom take 
anything that is compounded, being a plain roast and boiled 
man ; a true old-fasbioned Englishman in this respect, sat- 
isfying my appetite with solid beef and mutton, and lurkeijB 
and pork, and paddings and polatoes, and turnips and car- 
rots, and similar simple food ; and then I never drink. — 
Ladies, I ask the honour to be permitted to wish you a hap- 
py return to your native countries. — I ascribe ali the diffi- 
culty, sir, to the climate, which will not permit d man to 
digest properly." 

" Well, Mr, Morday, I subscribe to most of your opiu' 
ions, and I believe lew men cross the ocean together that 
are more harmonious in sentiment, in general, than has 
proved to be the case tetween you and Sir George, and my- 
self," observed Mr. Dodge, glancing obliquely and point- 
edly at the rest of the party, eis if he thought they were in 
a decided minority ; " but in this instance, 1 feel constrain- 
ed to record my vole in the negative. I believe America 
has as good a clintate, and as good general digestion as 
commonly falls to the lot of mortals : more than this I do 
not claim for the country, and less than this 1 should be re- 
luctant to maintain. I have travelled a little, gentlemen, 
not as much, perhaps, as the Messrs. Effinghams ; but then 
a man can see no more than is to be seen, and I do affirm, 
Captain Truck, that in my poor judgment, which I know is 
good for nothing — " 

" Why do you use it, then ?" abruptly asked the straight, 
forward captain ; " why not rely on a better ?" 
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" We must use such as we have, or go withoiu, sir ; and 
I suspect, in my very poor judgment, which ia probably 
poorer than that of most others oa board, that America is a 
very good sort of a country. At all events, after having 
seen something of other countries, and governments, and 
people, I am of opinion that America, as a country, is quite 
gooJ enough for me." 

" You never said truer words, Mr. Dodge, and I beg you 
will join Mr. Monday and myself in a fresh glass of punch, 
just to help on the digestion. You have seen more of hu- 
man nature than your modesty allows you to proclaim, an 
I dare say this company would be gratified if you would 
overcome all scruples, and let us Ttnow.your private opin- 
ions of the different people you have visited. Tell^ us some- 
thing of that dittur you made on the Rhine." 

" Mr. Dodge intends to publish, it is to be hoped !" ob- 
liarved Mr. Sh«.^i "and it may not be fair to anticipate 
his matter." 

" I beg, gentlemen, you will have no scruples on that 
score, for my work will be rather pliilosophical and gene- 
ral, than of the particular nature of private anecdotes. 
Saunders, hand me the manuscript journal you will find on 
the shelf of our state-room, next to Sir George's patent 
looth-pick case. This is the book ; Mid now, gentlemen 
and ladies, 1 beg you to remember thai these are merely 
the ideas as they arose, and not my more mature reflec- 
tions." 

" Take a little punch, sir," interrupted the captain, again, 
whose hard nor'-west face was set in the most demure at- 
tention. "There is nothing like punch to clear the voice, 
Mr. Dodge ; the acid removes the huskiness, the sugar 
softens the tones, the water mellows the tongue, and the Ja. 
maica braces the muscles. With a plenty of punch, a man 
soon gets to be another — I forget the name of that great 
orator of antiquity, — it wasn't Vattel, however," 

* You mean Demosthenes, sir; and, gentlemen, I beg 
you to remark that this orator was a republican ; but there 
can be no question that liberty is favourable to the encour- 
agement of all the higher qualities. Would you prefer a 
few notes on Paris, ladies; or sliall [ commence with some 
about the Rhine 1" 



Hc^i^db, Google 



IND. 187 

" Oh ! de grace, Monsieur, be so vei-y kind as not la 
overlook Paris!" said Mademoiselle ViefriHe. 

Mr. Dodge boived graciously, and turning over the leavss 
of his private journal, he alighted in iho hoart of the great 
city named. After some preliminary hommiiig, he? com- 
menced reading in a grave didactic tone, that Hiiilicienily 
showed the value he had attached to his own' observations. 

" ' De/jimed at ten, aa usual, an hour, that 1 find exceed- 
ingly unreasonable and improper, and one that would m3et 
with general disapprobation in America. I do not wonder 
that a people gets to be immoral and depraved in their prac- 
tices, who keep such improper hours. The mind acquires 
habits of impurity, and all the sensibilities become blunted, 
by taking the meals out of the natural seasons. I impute 
much of the corruption of France to the periods of the day 
in which the food is takeD — ' " 

" Vtuld vne drole d'idee !" ejaculated Mademoiselle Vief- 
ville. 

" ' — In whidi food is taken," repeated Mr, Dodge, who 
fancied the involuntary exclamation was in approbation o) 
the justice of his sentiments. ' Indeed the custom of taking 
wine at this meal, together with ilie immorality of the hour, 
must be chief reasons why the French ladies are so much 
in the practice of drinking to excess ' " 

" Mais, monsieur .'" 

" You perceive, mademoiselle calls in question the accu- 
racy of your facts," observed Mr. Blunt, who, in common 
with all the listeners. Sir George and Mr Monday excepted, 
began to enio> a scene which af fiiat had promisrd nothing 
but ennut and disgust 

" I have it on the best authorit's , I give you my honoui , 
or I would not introduce so giaie a charge in a work of 
his contemplated importance I obtained my information 
from an English gentleman who has residpd twelve years 
in Paris , and he mfoims me that a very lar^e portion of 
he women of fashion in that capital, let them belong to 
what country they will, are aissipaled " 

" A la bonne hev ', monsieur I — mais, to dnnk it i"! very 
Jiffevent " 

" Not >. ) much ^o, mndemoii^ellf at you ims^'mi," 
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rejoined -fohn Effingham. " Mr Dod^p s a pui si in Ian 
guage as well as in morals, and he uses te s ] fferentlj 
irom us less-instrueCed prattlers. By d ss pa ed leu do 
stands a drunkard." 

" Comment !" 

" Certainly ; Mr. John Effinj^ham I prpsume v 1! at 
ieasE give us the credit in Americ* n speak t, ou linguage 
Oetier than any other known pptjlp Vfter dciunvr^ 
took a pkyacre and rode to the | alt e to aPe he 1 ng and 
royai family leave for Nully. — ' 

■' Pour oil ?" 

^' Pour Neuilly, mademoiselle Evp q etlv ans fed 

"' — For Nully. His majesty vent on horsebiek pre 
ceding his illustrious fiimily and all tl e leal of the i oble 
party, dressed in a red coat, laced w h vh te on the seams 
wearing blue breeches and a cocked hat 

■' Cid .'" 

" ' I made the king a suitable republican reverence as he 
passed, which he answered with a gracious amile, and a 
i>enignant glance, of his royal eye- The Hon. Louis Phi- 
lippe Orleans, the present sovereign of the French, is a 
gentleman of portly and commanding appearance, and in 
his stale attire, whic!i he wore on this occasion, looks ' every 
inch a Iting.' He rides with grace and dignity, and sets an 
example of decorum and gravity to his subjects, by the 
solemnity of his air, that it is to be hoped will produce a 
beneficial and benign influence during this reign, on the 
manners of the nation. His dignity was altogether worthy 
of the schoolmaster of Haddonfleld.' " 

" Par exemple !" 

" Yes, main'selle, in the way of example, it is that I mean. 
Although a pure democrat, and every way opposed to exclu- 
sion, I was particularly struck with the royalty of his ma- 
jesty's demeanour, and the great simplicity of his whole 
deportment. I stood in the crowd next to a very accom- 
plished countess, who spoke English, and she did me the 
honour to invite me to pay her a visit at her hotel, in the 
vicinity of the Bourse." 

" Mon Dieu — mon Zfiev — mon Dieu!" 

- Aftor promising my fair companion to be punctual, I 
walked as far as Nolter Dam — " 
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" I wish Mr. Dodge wpuld be a little more distinct in iiia 
names," said Mademoiselle ViefvUle, who had begun to take 
an interest in the subjecl, that even valueless opinions excite 
in us eoBcerning thiDgs that touch the affeelions. 

" Mr. Dodge is a little profane, mademoiselle," observed 
the captain ; " but hie journal probably was not intended 
for the ladies, aod you must overlook it. Well, sir, you 
went to that naughty place — " 

" To Notter Dam, Captam Truck, if you please, and 1 
(latter myself that is pretty good French." 

" I think, ladies and gentlemen, we have a right to insist 
on. a translation ; for plain roast and boiled men, like Mr. 
Monday and myself, are sometimes weeping when we ought 
to laugb, so long as the discourse is in anything but old- 
fashioned English. Help yourself,. Mr. Monday, and re- 
member, you neoer drink." 

" Notter Dam, 1 believe, mam'seile, means our Mother , 
the Church of our Mother. — Notter, or Noster, our, — Dam, 
Mother : Notter Dam. ' Here I was pamfutly impressed 
with the irreligion of the structure, and the general absence 
of piety in the architecture. Idolatry abounded, and so did 
holy water. How often have I occasion to bless Providence 
for having made me one of the descendants of those pious 
ancestors who cast their fortunes in the wilderness in pre- 
ference to giving up their hold on faith and charity ! The 
building is much inferior in comfort and true taste to the 
commoner American churches, and met with my unquali- 
fied disapprobation.' " 

" Est il possible que cela so\t vrai, ma chire /" 

" Je I'esp^e, bien, mademoiselle.'''' 

" You may despair Hen, cousin Eve," said John Effing- 
ham, whose fine curvilinear face curled even more than 
usual with contempt. 

The ladies whispered a few explanations, and Mr. Dodge, 
who fancied it was only necessary to resolve to be perfect 
to achieve his end, went on with his comments, with all the 
eel f- satisfaction of a provincial critic. 

" ' From Notlee Dam I proceeded in a eabrioly to th(! 
great national burying-ground, Pere la Chaise, so termed 
hum the circumstance that its distance from the capital ren- 
ders chaises necessary for the convoys — " 
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" How's this, how's this !" interruptea Mr. TniLk ; " ia 
one obliged to sail under a convoy about the sireota 01 

" Monsieur Dodge veut dire, convoi. Mr. Dodge mean 
Eo say, convoi" kindly interposed Mademoiselle Viefvillp. 

" Mr. Dodge is a profound republican, and is an advocaio 
for rotation in language, as well as in office : I must accuse 
you of inconstancy, my dear friend, if I die for it. You 
certainly do not pronounce your words always in the same 
way, and when I had the honour of carrying you out this 
time six months, when you were practising the continentals, 
as you call them, you gave very ditferent sounds to many 
of the words I then had the pleasure and gratification of 
hearing you use." 

" We all improve by travelling, sir, and I make no ques- 
tion that my knowledge of foreign language is considerably 
enlat'ged by practice in the countries in which they are 
spoken." 

Here the reading of the journal was mterrupted by a 
digression on language, in which Messrs. Dodge, Monday, 
Templemore, and Truck were the principal interlocutors, 
and during which the pitcher of punch was twice renewed 
We shall not record much of this learned discussion, which 
was singularly common-place, though a few of the remarks 
may be given as a specimen of the whole. 

" I must be permitted to say," replied Mr. Monday to 
one of Mr, Dodge's sweeping claims to superiority in favour 
of his own nation, " that I think it quite e.xtraordinary an 
Englishman should be obliged to go out of his own country 
in order to hear his own language spoken in purity ; and as 
one who has seen your people, Mr. Dodge, I will venture 
to affirm that nowhere is English better spoken than in Lan- 
cashire. Sir George, I drink your health !" 

" More patriotic than just, Mr. Monday ; every body al- 
lows that (he American of the erOstern states spealts the best 
English in the world, and I think either of these gentlemen 
will concede that." 

" Under the penalty of being nobody," cried Captain 
Truck ; " for my own part, I think, if a man wishes to 
hear the language in perfection, he ought to pass a week 
or ten days in the river. I must say, Mr. Dodge, I object 
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to maay of your sounds, purticularly that of inyoa, ivhich 
I myself hf^rd you call onion, no later than yesterday." 

" Mr. Monday ia a little peculiar in fancying .that the best 
English is to be met with in Lancashire," observed. Sir 
Gtiorge Tempiemore ; " for I do assure you that, in town, 
we have difficulty in understanding gentlemen from your 
part of the kingdom." 

This was a hard cut from one in whom Mr. Monday ex- 
pectfai to find an ally, and that gentleman was driven Iti 
washing down the discontent it excited, in punch, 

" Bui all this time we have interrupted the coavoi, or 
convoy, captain," said Mr. Sharp ; " and Mr. Dodge, to say 
nothing of the mourners, has every right lo complain. I 
beg that gentleman will proceed with his entertaining ex- 
Mr. Dodge hemmed, sipped a little more liquor, blew his 
ii ise, and continued 

" ' The celebrated cemeteiy is, mdeed, worthy of its high 
leputation The utmost republican simplicity prevails in 
the tntermeots, ditches bemg dug in which the bodies are 
laid, side bv side, without distinction of rank, and with re- 
gaid only to the order in which the convoys arrive.' 1 
think this sentenie, gentlemen, will have gieat success in 
Amenca, wheie the idea ot any exclusiveni^s is quiie 
odious to the majority " 

" Well, for my part," said the captain, " I should have 
no particular objection to being excluded from such a grave : 
one would be afraid of catching the cholera in so promis- 
cuous a company." 

Mr. Dodge turned over a few leaves, and gave other 
extracts. 

'"The last six hours have been devoted lo a profound 
investigation of the fine arts. My first visit was to the gtil- 
lyteen ; after which I passed an instructiie hour or two in 
(he galleries of the Musy.' — " 

" Oil, done ?" 

" Le Musee, mademoiselle." 

" — ' Where I discovered several very extraordinary 
(hings, in the way of sculpture and painting. I was par- 
ticularly struck with the manner in which a plate was por- 
trayed in the celebrated marriage of Cana, which might 
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very well have beeo taken for real Delft, and there »as om 
liuger on the hand of a lady that seemed actually fitted to 
receive and to retain the hymeneal ring.' " 

" Did you inquire if she were engaged 1 — Mr. Monday, 
we will drink her health." 

" ' Saint Michael and the Dragon is a skefdoteorj/.' — " 

" Un quoi?" 

" Un chef-d'ceuvre, mademoiselle." 

" — ' The manner in which the angel holds the dragon 
with his feet, looking exactly like a worm trodden on by 
the foot of a child, is exquisitely plaintive and interesting. 
Indeed these touches of nature abound ia the works of the 
old masters, and I saw several fruit-pieces that I could have 
eaten. One really gets an appefito by looking at many 
things here, and I no longer wonder thai a Raphael, a Ti- 
tian, a Correggio, a Guide-o.' — " 

"Unquir 

" Un truido, mademoiselle." 

" Or a Cooley." 

" And pray who may he be T' asked Mr. Monday. 

*' A young genius in Dodgetown, who promises one day 
to render the name of an American illustrious. He has 
painted a new sign for the store, thai in its way is quite 
equal to Ihe. marriage of Cana. ' I have stood with tears 
over the despair of a Niobe,' " continuing to read, " ' and 
witnessed the contortions of the snakes to the Laocoon with 
a convulsive eagerness to clutch ihem, that has made me 
fancy I could hear them hiss." That sentence, I think, 
will be likely to be noticed even in the New-Otd-New- 
Yorker, one of the very best reviews of our days, gentle- 

" Take a litfle more punch, Mr. Dodge," put in the atten- 
tive captain ; " this grows affecting, and needs alleviation, as 
Saunders would say. Mr. Monday, you will get a bad 
name for being too sober, if you never empty your glass. 
Proceed, in the name of Heaven ! Mr. Dodge." 

" ' In the evening I went to the Grand Opery.' — " 

"Oii, done?" 

"Au grand Hoppery, mademoiselle," replied John Ef 
*Higham. 

" — 'To the Grand Opery,' " resumed Mr. Dodge, with 
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emphasis, his eyes beginning to glisten by this tin»e, for he 
had often applied to the punch for inspiration, " ' where 1 
lisleued to mtisic that is altogether inferior lo that which 
we enjoy in America, especially at the general trainings, 
and on the Sabbath. The want of science was conspicuous; 
and if this be music, then do ! know nothing about it !' " 

" A judicious remark I" exclaimed the captain. — " Mr. 
Dodge has great merit as a writer, for he loses no occasion 
to illustrate his opinions by the most unanswerable facts. 
He has acqtiired a taste for Zip Coon and Long Tail Blue, 
and if is no wonder he feels a contempt for your inferior 
artists." 

" ' As fctf the dancing,' " continued the editor of the Ac- 
tive Inquirer, "'it is my decided impression that nothing 
can be worse. The movement was more suited to a funeral 
than the ball-room, and I affirm, without fenr of contradic- 
tion, that there is not an assembly in all America in which 
a cotillion would not be danced in one-half the time thai 
one was danced in the bally to-night.' " 

" Dans ie quoi 1" 

" I believe I have not given the real Parisian pronuncia- 
tion to this word, which the French call bal-/ai/," contin- 
ued the reader, with great candoiir. 

" Belay, or make all fast, as we say on ship-board, Mr. 
Dodge, as master of this vessel, I i)eg to return you the 
united, or as Saunders would say, the condensed thanks of 
the passengers, for tlus information ; and next Saturday we 
look for a* renewal of the pleasure. The ladies are getting 
fo be sleepy, I perceive, and as Mr. Monday never drinks 
and the other gentlemen have finished their punch, we may 
as well retire, to get ready for a hard day's work to-mor- 

Captain Truck made this proposal, I)ecause he saw that 
one or two of the party were plenum punch, and that Eve 
and her companion were becoming avrare of the propriety 
of retiring. It was also true that he foresaw the necessity 
of rest, in order to be ready for the exertions of the morn- 
ing. 

After the party had broken up, which it did very con- 
trary to the wishes of Messrs, Dodge and Monday, Made- 
" "" fvilie passed an hour in the state-room of Mia? 
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ElKngham, ituiing which time she made several supereic- 
i^alory comphints of the n anne 'aw!' h the editor of the 
Activt, Inquirei had vie ed h u^s a Pa -is, besides askina 
K good many queslioao o ce D n^, b s occupation -iiid cha- 

" I ■»m not quite cer am my de 
(^aa gwo jou a \try lea e d p 
think worthy of ail the e q le ons bu by the aid ol ^lu 
John Effingham's inforniafion, and a lew words that h;ive 
fallen from Mr. Blunt, I believe it ought to be something as 
follows : — America once produced a very distinguished phi- 
losopher, named Franklin — " 

" Comment, ma chere ! Tovtt le inonde le connait !" 

" — This Monsieur Franklin commenced life as a prin- 
ter ; but fiving to a great age, and rising to high employ- 
ments, he became a philosopher in morals, as his studies 
had made him one in physics. Now, America is full of 
printers, and most of them fancy tliemselves Frankiins, un- 
til time and failures feach them discretion," 

"iliitis the world has not seen but un aeul Franklin J" 

" Nor is it likely to see another very soon. In America 
Jie young men are taught, justly enough, that by merit 
Ihey may rise to the highest situations ; and, always ac- 
sording to Mr. John Effingham, too many of them fancy 
that because they are at liberty to turn any high qualities 
thoy reMiy happen to have to account, they are actually 
fit for anything. Even he allows this peculiarity of the 
country does much good, but he maintEuoa that it also does 
much harm, by causing pretenders to start up in all direc- 
tions. Of this class he describes Mr. Dodge to be. This 
person, instead of working at the mechanical part of a 
press, to which he was educated, has the ambitioD to control 
its intellectual, and thus edits the Active Inquirer." 

" It must be a very useful journal !" 

" It answers his purposes, most probably. He is full of 
provincial ignorance, and provincial prejudices, you per- 
ceive; and, I dare say, he makes his paper the circiilatPT 
of all these, in addition to the pereonal rancour, envy, ano 
ancbarilableneas, that usually distinguish a pretension Iha' 
mistakes itself for ambition. My cousin Jack affirms thaS 
America is iilled with such as he." 
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" And, Monsieur BfRngham V 

" Oh I my dear father is all mildness and charity, you 
Know, mademoiselle, and he only looks at the bright side 
of the pictuie, for he maintains iha! a great deal of good 
ro'iults from the activity and elasticity of such a state of 
things While he confesses to a great deal of downright 
li^noidnce that is paraded as knowledge; to much narrow 
mtoleiancp that is offensively prominent in the disguise of 
pimciple, and a love of liberty ; and to vulgarity and per- 
sonalities that wound all taate, and every sentiment of right, 
he insists on it that the main result is good." 

" In such a case there is need of an umpire. You 
mentioned the opinion of Mr. Blunt. Commc ce jeune homme 
parle bien Frangais !" 

Eve hesitated, and she changed colour slightly, before 
she answered. 

" I am not certain that the opinion of Mr. Blunt ought to 
be mentioned in opposition to those of my father and cousin 
Jack, on such a subject," she said. " He is very young, and 
it is, now, quite questionable whether he is even an American 
at all." 

" Tant mieux, ma chere. He has been much in thn 
country, and it is not the native that make the best judgCj 
when the stranger has many opportunities of seeing." 

" On this principle, mademoiselle, you are, then, to give 
lip your own judgment about France, on ail those points in 
which I have the misfortune to differ from you," said Eve, 
laughing. 

"Pas tovt A fait," returned the governess goodhumour- 
e'lly. " Age and experience must pass jwur quelque chose. 
Et Monsievr Blunt ? — " 

' Monsieur Blunt leans nearer to the side of cousin Jack, 
I fcar, than to that of my dear, dear father. He says men 
of Mr. Dodge's character, propensities, malignancy, intole- 
rance, ignorance, vulgarity, and peculiar vices abound in 
and about the American press. He even insists that they 
do an incalculable amount of harm, by influencing thosp 
who have no better sources of information ; by setting up 
low jealousies and envy in the place of principles and the 
light ; by substituting — I use his own words, niademoiselle," 
said Eve, blushing with the consciousne^ of the fidelity of 
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i'.er memorj' — " by substituting uninstnicted provincial no- 
tions foi- true taste and liberality ; by Confounding the real 
principles of liberty with personal envies, and the jealousies 
of station ; and by losing sight entirely of their duties lo 
the public, in the effort to advance their own interests. He 
aays that the government is in ti-uth a pre«s-ocracy, and a 
press-ocracy, too, that has not the redeeming merit of either 
principles, tastes, talents or knowledge." 

" Ce Monaieur Blunt has been very explicit, and av^swrn- 
mem eloquent" returned Mademoiselle Viefvllle, gravely ; 
for the prudent governess did not fail to observe that Eve 
used language ao very ditlerent from that which was habitual 
to her, as to make her suspect she quoted literally. For the 
first time the suspicion was painfully awakened, that it was 
her duty to be more vigilant in relation to the intercourse 
between her charge and the two agreeable young men whom 
accident had given them as fellow -passengers. After a short 
but musing pause, she again adverted to the subject of their 
previous conversation. 

" Ce Monsieur Dodge, est il ridicule I" 
" On that point at least, my. dear mademoiselle, there can 
ha no mistake. And yet cousin Jack insists that this stuff 
will !« given to his readers, as views of Europe worthy of 
their attention." 

" Ce conte du roi ! — mais, c'est trop fort !" 

" With the coat laced al the seams, and the cocked hat I" 

" Et I'honorabie Louis Philippe d'Orloans !" 

" Orleans, mademoiselle ; d'Orlcans would he anti-re- 

Then the Iwo ladies sat looking at each other a few mo- 
ments ill silence, when both, although of a proper retenia: 
of manner in general, burst into a hearty and loug-continuerf 
fit of laughter. Indeed, so long did Eve, in the buoyancy 
of her young spirits, and her keen perception of the kidi- 
L'rous, indulge herself, thai her fair hair fell about her rosy 
cheeks, and her bright eyes fairly danced with delight. 
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And Ihem he weni HElHire tvilliout delay. 
Having iio fiustom-hoiiso or quarantine. — 
To a^ him awkward queslions on the way 
About Uie lime and place where he hud been. 



Captain Truck was in « sound sleep as snon as hia 
head louched the piUow. Witii the exception of the Indiea, 
rhe others soon foliowcd his example ; and as the pccple 
were excessively wearied, and the night was so Iranei'ji!, 
ere long only a single pair of eyes wereo[>en on deck: those 
of the man at the wheel. The wind died away, and even 
this worthy was not innocent of nodding at his post. 

Under such circumstances, it wilt occasion no great sur- 
prise that the cabin was aroused next morning with the 
sudden and startling information that the land was close 
aboard the ship. Every one hurried on deck, where, sure 
enough, the dreaded (wast of Africa was seen, with a pal- 
pable distinctness, within two miles of the vessel, [t pre- 
sented a long broken line of sand-hills, unrelieved hy a tree, 
ei- l)y so few as almost tii merit this description, and with a 
hazy back-ground of remote mountains to the north-east. 
The margin of the actual coast neareal to the ship was in- 
dented with bays; and even rocks appeared in places; but 
the general character of the st'ene was that of a fierce and 
burning sterility. On this picture of desolation all stood 
gazing in awe and admiration for some minutes, as the day 
gi'adually brightened, until a cry arose fromforward, of "a 

"Whereaway?" sternly demanded Captain Truck ; for 

the sudden and unexpected appearance of this dangerous 

roas! had awakened ali that was forbidding and severe in 

ihe temperament of the old master ; " whereaway, sir!" 

" On the larboard quarter, sir, and at anchor." 

"She is ashon:!" exclaimed half-a-dozen vo'icMa al th« 
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Bame instant, just as the words came from the last wpeaker. 
The giasa soon settled this important point. At the distance 
of about a league astern of them were, indeed, to be seen 
the spars of a ship, with the hull looming on the sands, in 
a way to leave no doubt of her being a wreck. It was (he 
first impression of all, that this, at last, was the Foam ; but 
Captain Truck soon announced the contrary, 

" It is a Swede, or a Dane," he said, "by his rig and his 
model. A stout, solid, compact sea-boat, that is high and 
dry on the sands, looking as if he had been built there- 
He does not appear even to have bilged, and most of his 
sails, and all of his yards, are in their places. Not a living 
soul is to be seen about her ! Hal there are signs of tents 
made of sails oti shore, and broken' bales of goods ! Her 
Deople have been seized and carrisd into the desert, as usual, 
and (bis is a fearful hint that we must keep the Montauk ofif 
the bottom. Turn-to the people, Mr. Leach, and get up 
your sheers that we may step our jiiiy-masts at once; the 
smallest breeze on the land would drive us ashore, without 
any after-sail." 

While Ihe mates and the crew set about completing the 
work they had prepared the previous day. Captain Truck 
and his passengers passed the time in ascertaining ali they 
could concerning the wreck, and the reasons of their being 
themselves in a position so very different from what they 
had previously believed. 

As respects the first, little more could be ascertained ; 
she lay absolutely high and dry on a hard sandy beach, 
where she had probably been cast during the late gale, and 
sufficient signs were made out by the captain, to prove to 
him that she had been partly plundered. More than this 
could not be discovered at that distance, and the work of the 
Montauk was too urgent to send a boat manned with hei 
own people to examine. Mr. Blunt, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Mon- 
day, and the servants of the two former, however, volun- 
teering to pull the cutter, it was finally decided to look moru 
ulosely into the facts, Captain Truck himself taking charge 
of the expedition. — While the latter is getting ready, a word 
of explanation will suffice to tell the reader the reason why 
ihe Montauk had fallen so much to leeward. 

The ship being so near the coast, it became now verv 
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'sbvious shs was drivai by a current that set along tlie land, 
but which, it was probable, had set towards it more in the 
offing. The imperceptible drift between, tiie observation of 
the previous day aad the discovery of the coast, had suf- 
ficeci to carry the vessel a great distance; and to this sitn- 
;ile cause, coupled perhaps with some neglect in the steer- 
age during the past nighl, was h'er present situation to bv 
solely attrilMited, Just at Uiis moineait, tlie little air there 
was came from the land, and by keeping her head offshore, 
Captaii! Truck entertained no doubt of his being able to 
(-scope the calamity that had bcMlen the other ship in the 
fury of ihe gale. A wreck is always armatter of bo much 
niterest with mariners, therefore, that taking all tiiese ihings 
into view, he had come to the determination we have men- 
tioned, of examining into the history of the one ia sight, so 
far as hircomstances permitted. 

The Montauk carried three boats; the. launch, a large, 
safe, and well-constnicted craft, which stood in the usual 
chucks between die foremast and mainmast ; a joUy-boat, 
and a cutler. It was next to impossible to get the first into 
the water, deprived as the ship was of its inainma^ ; but 
the other hanging at davits, one on each quarter, were easi- 
ly lowered. The packets seldom carry any arms beyond 
a light gun to fire sisals wi^, the pistols of the master, 
and perhaps a fowling-piece or two. Luckily the passen- 
gers were better provided: all the gentieuien had pistt^s, 
Mr. Monday and Mr. Dodge excepted, if indeed they pro- 
perly belonged to this category, as Captain Truck would say, 
and most of them had also fowiing-pieces. Althou^ a care- 
ful examination of the coast with the glasses ofiered no si^ns 
of the presence of any danger from enemies, these arms 
were carefully collected, loaded, and di^vosited in the boats, 
in order to be prepared for the worst. Provisions and water 
were also provided, and the party were about to proceed. 

Captain Truck and one or two of the adventurevs were 
Htill on the deck, when Eve, with that strange lovt; of ex- 
citement and adventure that often visits the most delicate 
spirits, expressed an idie regret that she could not make one 
is the expedition, 

" There is something so strange and wild in landing ori 
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an African desevt," she said ; " and i think a near view 
of tile wreck would repay us. Mademoiselle, for the hazard.' 

The young men hesitated between their desire to have 
such a companion,' and their doubts of the prudence of the 
step : but Captain Truck declaimed there couid be no risk, 
and Mr. Effingham consenting, the whole plan was altered 
so as to include the ladies; for there was so much pleasure 
in varying the monotony of a calm, and escaping the con 
tinement of ship, that everybody entered Into the new ar 
Tangement with zeal and spirit. 

A single whip was rigged on the fore-yard, a chair was 
slung, and in ten minutes both ladies were floating on the 
ocean in the cutter. This boat pulled six oars, which were 
manned by the servants of the two Messrs. Effinghams 
Mr. Blunt, and Mr. Sharp, together with the two latter gen- 
tlemen in person. Mr. Effingham steered. Captain Truck 
had the jolly-boat, of which he pulled an oar himself, aided 
by Saucders, Mr. Monday, and Sir George Templemorc ; 
the mates and the regular crew being actively engaged in 
rigging their jury-mast. Mr. Dodge declined being of the 
party, feeding himself with the hope that the present would 
he a favourable occasion to peep into the state-rooms, to run 
his eye over forgotten letters and papers, and otherwise to 
increase the general stock of information of the editor oi 
the Active Inquirer. 

" Look to your chains, and see all clear for a run of thr 
anchors, Mr. Leach, should you set within a mile of the 
shore," called out the captain, as they pulled off from' thi 
vessel's side. " The ship is drifting aloag the land, but ih* 
wind yon have will hardly do move thaii meet tne send oi 
the sea, which is on shore ; should any thing co wrong 
how an ensign at (he head of the jury-stick forwu.-rl.' 

The mate waved his band, and the adventurers pas-wM.- 
without Hie sound of the voice- It was a strange senaatioc 
to most of Ibose in the boats, to find themselves in thou 
present ^toation. Eve and Mademoiselle Viefville, in par- 
acular, could scarcely credit iheif senses, when they found 
the egg-shells that held them heaving and setting like bub- 
bles on those long sluggish swells, which had seemed of so 
little consequence while in the ship, but which now resem- 
. hied the heavy respirations of a leviath-'Ui. The bt^ats. 
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ndeed, thodgh always gliding onward, impelled by the oars, 
appeared at momeDts'to be sent helplessly back and forth, 
like playthings of the mighty deep, and it was some min- 
utes before either obtained a sufficient sense of security 
to enjoy her situatioD. Aa they receded fast from the Mon- 
lank, too, their situation seemed still more critical ; and with 
ali her sex's love of excitement, Eve heartily repented of 
her undertaking before they had gone a miie. The gentle- 
men, however, were ali in good spirits, and as the boats 
kept near each other, Captain Truck enlivening their way 
with his peculiar wit, and Mr. Effingham, who was influ- 
enced by a motive of humanity in consenting to come, being 
earnest and interested. Eve soon began to entertam other 

As they drew near the end of their little expedition, en - 
tii-ely new feelings got the mastery of the whole party. Tiie 
solitary and gloomy grandeur of the coasts, the sublime 
sterility, — for even naked sanda may become sublime by 
their vastness, — the heavy meanings of the ocean on the 
beach, and the entire spectacle of the solitude, blended as 
it was with the associations of Africa, time, and the changes 
of history, united to produce sensations of a pleasing mel- 
ancholy. The spectacle of the ship, bringing with it the 
images of European civilization, as it lay helpless and de- 
serted on the sands, too, heightened all. 

This vessel, beyond a question, had been driven up on a 
sea during the late gale, at a point'where the water was of 
sufficient depth to fioat her, until within a few yards of the 
very spot where she now lay ; Captain Truck giving the 
following probable history of the affaii ; 

" On all sandy coasts," he said, " the return waves that 
are cast on the beach form a bar, by washing back with 
tliem a portion of the particles. This bar is usually within 
thirty or forty fathoms of the shore, and there is frequently 
sufficient water within it to float a ship. As this bar, how- 
ever, prevents the return of all the water, on what is called 
the under-tow,. narrow channels make from point to point, 
through which this excess of the element escapes. These 
channels are known by the appearance of the water over 
them, the seas breaking less at those particular places than 
in the spots where the bottom lies nearer to the surfiice, and 
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all exiwrienced mariners are aware of tJie fact. No dciubt, 
Ihe unfortunate master of this ship, finding himsetfredMi^d 
to the necessity of running ashore to save the lives of his 
crew, has chosen such a place, and has consequently forced 
his vessel up to a spot where she has remained dry as soon 
as the sea fell. So wor'hy a feKow deserved a better fate ; 
lor this wreck is not three days old, and yet no signs are 
to be seen of any who were in that stout ship." 

These remarks were made as the crew of the two boats 
lay on their oars, at a short distance without the line on the 
water, where the brealdng of the sea pointed out the posi- 
tion of the bar. The channel, also, was plainly visible di- 
rectly astern of the ship, (he sea merely rising and falling 
in it without combing. A short distance to the southward, a 
few .bold black rocks thrust themselves forward, and formed 
a sort of bay, in which it was practicable to land without 
risk ; for they bad come on the coast in a region where the 
monotony of the sands, as it appeared when close in, was 
little relioved by the presence of anything else. 

" If you will keep the cutler just without the breakers, 
Mr. Effingham," Captain Truck continued, after standing 
up a while and examining the shore, " I will pull into the 
channel, and land in yonder bay- If you feel disposed to 
follow, you may do so by giving the tiller to Mr. Blunt, on 
receiving a signal to that effect from me. Be steady, gen- 
tlemen, at your oars, and look well to the arms on landing, 
for we are in a knavish part of the world. Should any of 
the monkeys or ouran-ootangs claim kindred with Mr, 
Saunders, we may find it no easy matter to persuade them 
fo leave us the pleasure of his society." 

The captain made a sign, and the joUy-hoat entered the 
channel. Inclining south, it was seen rising and falling just 
wiihin the breakers, and then it was hid by the rocks. In 
another minute, Mr. Truck, followed by all but Mr. Mon- 
day, who stood sentinel at the boat, was on the rocks, mak- 
ing his way towards Jhe wreck- On reaching the latier, he 
ascended swiftly even to the main cross-trees. Here a long 
esamination of the plain, beyond Ihe bank that hid it from 
the view of all beneath, succeeded, and then the signal >'• 
'A>rae on was made to those who were still in the boat. 
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" Shall we venture ?" cried Paul Blunt, soliciting an as- 
Bonl by the very manner in which he put the question. 

" What say you, dear father 1" 

" 1 hope we may not yet be too i'.'^ to succoui somo 
Christiaa in distress, my child. Take the tiller, Mr. Btunt, 
' 1 Heaven's good name, and for humanity's snke, let 



The boat advanced, Paul Blunt standing erect to sleer, 
his awJour to proceed corrected by apprehensions on ac- 
count of !ier precious freight. There was an instant when 
the ladies trembled, for it seemed as if the light boat was 
iiboiit to be cast upon the shore, like the froth of the sea 
that shot past them ; but the steady hand of him who steer- 
ed averted the danger, and in another minute they were 
floating at the side of the joily-boat. The ladies got ashore 
wlthiXJt much difficulty, and stood on the summit of the 

" Nous voici done, en Afrique," exclaimed Mademoiselle 
Vicfville, with that sensation of singularity that comea over 
all when they first find themselves in situations of extraor- 
dinary novelty. 

"The wreck — the wreck," murmured Eve; "let us go 
to the wreck. There may be yet a hope of saving some 
wretched sufferer," 

Toward the wreck they all proceeded, after leaving two 
of the servants to relieve Mr. Monday on his wafch. 

It was an impressive ^ing to stand at the side of a ship 
on the sands of Africa, a scene in which the desolation of 
an abandoned vessel was heightened by the desolation of a 
desert. The positicm of the vessel, which stood nearly 
erect, imbedded in tlie sands, rendered it less difficult than 
might be aipposed for the ladies to ascend to, and to walk 
her decks, a rude staging having been made already to faci- 
litate the passage. Here the scene became thrice exciting, 
for it was the very type of a hastily deserted and cherished 

Refore Eve and Mademoiselle Viefviile gained the deck, 
the oiher party had ascertained that no living soul remained. 
The trunks, chests, furniture, and other appliances of the 
cabin, had been rummaged, and many boxes had heei; 
laised from the hold, and plundered, a part cf their contenit 
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still lying scattered on (be decka. The ahip, bowevet, ba^l 
been lightly freighted, and the bulk of ..er cargo, vrhiuh 
waa salt, was apparently untouched, A Danish ensign was 
found bent to the halyards, a proof that Captain Truck's 
original conjecture concerning She character of the vessel 
was accurate. Her name, too, was ascertained to be the 
Carrier, as translated into English, and she belonged to Co- 
penhagen. More than this it was not easy to ascertain. 
No papers wei:e found, and her cargo, or as much of it us 
remained, was so mixed, and miscellaneous, as Saunders 
called it, that no plausible guess could he given as to the 
port where it bad been taken in, if indeed it had ail been 
received on board at the same place. 

Sevei-al of the light sails had evidently been carried off, 
Itut ail the heavy canvas was left on the yards wh'ch re- 
mained in their places. The vessel was large, exceedingly 
strong, as was proved by the fact that she had not bilged in 
beaching, and apparently well found. Nothing was want- 
ing to launch her into the ocean but machinery and force, 
and a crew to sail her, when she might have proceeded on 
her voyage as if nothing unusual had occurred. But such 
a restoration was hopeless, and this admirable machine, like 
a man cut off in Ma youth and vigour, had been cast upon 
(he shores of this inhospitable region, to moulder where il 
lay, unless broken up for the wood and iron by the wan- 
derers of the desert. 

There was no object more likely to awaken melancholy 
ideas in a mind resembling that of Captain Truck's, than a 
spectacle of thia nature. A fine ship, complete in nearly 
all her parts, virtually uninjured, and yet beyond the chance 
of further usefulness, in his eyes was a picture of the moai 
cruel loss. He cared teas for the money it had cost than 
for t(ie qualities and properties that were thus destroyed. 

He examined the bottom, which he pronounced capital 
[or stowing, and e.^ceHent as that of a sea-boat ; he admired 
the fastenings ; applied his knife to try the quality of the 
wood, and pfonounced the Norway pine of the spars to be 
almost eijual to anything that could be found in our own 
Bouthern weds. The rigging, too, he regarded as one 
loves to linger over tlie regretted qualities of a deceased 
fnend. 
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The tracks of camels and horses wero abundant on tlie 
8and= aronnd (he ship, aad especially at the ix>ttom of the 
rude staging by which the party had ascended, and which 
iiad evidently been hastily made in order to carry articles 
from the vessel to the backs of the animals that were to 
bear them into the desert. The foot-prints of men were 
also to be seen, and there was a startling and mournful 
certainty in dbtinguishing tiie marks of shoes, as well as 
those of the naked fool. 

Judging from all these signs, Captain Truck was of opi- 
nion the wreck must have taken place but two or three days 
before, and that the plunderers had not left the spot many 
hours. 

" Tbey probably went off with what ihey could carry at 
sunset last evening, and there can be no doubt that before 
many days, they, or others in their places, will be bacit 
again. God protect the poor fellows who have fallen into 
this miserable bondage!' What an occasion would there 
now be to L-escue one of ihem, shou'd he happen to be hid 
near this spot !'* 

The idea seized the whole party at once, and all eagerly 
turned to examine the high bank, which rose nearly to the 
summit of the masts, in the hope of discovering some con- 
cealed fugitive. The gentlemen went below again, and Mr. 
Sharp and Mr. Blunt called out In German, and English, and 
French, to invite any one who might be secreted to come 
forth. No sound answered these friendly calls. Again 
Captain Truck went aloft to look into the interior, but he 
beheld nothing more than the bioad and unpeopled desert, 

A place where the camels had de^ct-nded to the beach 
was at no great distance, and Ihithei most of the parly pro- 
ceeded, mounting to the level of the plain beyond. In tbis 
liltie expedition, Paul Blunt led the advance, and as he rose 
over the brow of the bank, hp corked Doth bhrrels of his 
fowling- piece, uni erfain what might be encountered. They 
found, however, a silent waste, almost without vegetation, 
and nearly as trackless as the ocean that lay behind them. 
At the distance of a hundred rods, an object was just dis- 
cernible, lying on the plain half-buried in sand, and thither 
liie young men expressed a wish to go, first calling to those 
in the ship to send a man aloft to give the "tlarm, in the 
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event of any party of the Mussulmans being Kden. Mr- 
Effingham, too, on being told their intention, had tho pre- 
caution to cause Eve and Mademoiselle Viefville to get into 
the cutter, which he manned, and caused to pull out over 
the bar, where she lay wwtiiig the issue. 

A camel's path, of which the tracks were near_y oblite- 
rated by the sands, led to the object ; and after toiling along 
it, the adventurers soon reached the desired spot. It proved 
to be the body of a man who had died by violence. His 
dress and person denoted that of a passenger rather than 
that of a seaman, and he had evidently been dead hut a 
very few hours, probably not twelve. The cut of a sabre 
had cleft his skull. Agreeing not to acquaint the ladies 
with this horriblo discovery, the body was hastily covered 
with the sand, the pockets of the dead man having been 
first examined; for, contrary to usage, his person hod not 
been stripped. A letter was found, written by a wife to her 
husband, and nothing more. It was in German, and its 
expressions and contents, though simple, were endearing 
and natural. It spoke of the traveller's return ; for she who 
wrote it little thought of the miserable fate that awaited hei 
beloved in this remote desert. 

As nothing else was visible, the party returned hastily to 
the beach, where they found that Captain Truck had ended 
his investigation, and was impatient to return. In the in- 
terest of the scene the Montauk had disappeared behind a 
headland, towards which she had been drifting when they 
left her. Her absence created a general sense of loneliness, 
and the. whole party hastened into the jolly-boat, as if fear- 
ful of being left. When without the bar again, the cutter 
took in her proper crew, and the boats pulled away, leaving 
the Dane standing on the beach in his solitary desolation — 
a monument of his own disaster. 

As they got further from the land the Montauk came in 
sight again, and Captain Truck announced the agreeable 
intelligence that the jury mainmast was up, and that the 
ship had after-sail set, diminutive and defective as it might 
be. Instead of heading to the southward, however, as 
heretofore, Mr. Leach was apparently endeavouring to get 
back again to the northward of the headland that had shul 
in the ship, or was trying to retrace his steps. Mr. Truck 
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rightly judged that this was pr.ior his mate dislikod the ap. 
pearance ol' the coast astern of liim, and that he was anxious 
to get an offing. The captain in consequence urged his 
men to row, and in little more than an hour tlie whole 
parly wc.k on the deck of the Montaok again, and the hoal? 
were hanging at the davits. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



'Bshipi nowonlht 
Ihe deck, in every 



now on Ihe beak, 



Ir Captain Truck distrusted the silualion of his own ship 
when he saw that the male liad changed her course, he liked 
it still less after he was on board, and had an opportunity 
to form a more correct judgment. The current had set the 
vessel not only to (he southward, but in-shore, and the send 
of the ground-swell was gradually, but inevitably, heaving 
her in towards the land. At this point the coast was more 
broken than at the spot where the Dane had been wrecked, 
some signs of frees appearing, and rocks running off ni 
irregular reefs into the sea. More to the south, these rocks 
were seen without the ship, while directly astern they were 
not half a mile distant. Still the wind was favourable, 
though light and baffling, and Mr. Leach had got up every 
stitch of canvas that circumstances would at all allow : the 
lead, too, had been tried, and the bottom was found to be a 
hard sand mixed with rocks, and the depth of the water 
such as to admit of anchoring. It was a sign that Captain 
Truck did not absolutely despair after ascertaining all these 
facts, that he caused Mr. Saunders to he summoned ; for 
as vet, none of those who had been in the boats had break- 



" Step this way, Mr. Steward," said 
report the state of the coppers. You ' 



the caploin ; " and 
'eve r immaging, iis 
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usual, among the lockers of yonder unhappy Dane, and T 
desire to know whal discoveries you have made ! You wili 
please to recollect, that on all public expeditions of this na- 
ture, there must be no peculation or private journal kept. 
Did you see any stock-fish 1" 

" Sir, I should deem this ship disgraced by the admission 
into her pantry of such an article, sir. We have tongues 
and sounds in pSenty, Captain Truck, and no gentleman 
that has such diet, need ambition a stock-fish !" 

" I am not quite of your way of thinking ; but the cartli 
is not made of stock-feh. Did you happen to fall in with 
any butter V 

" Some, sir, that is scarcely fit to slush a mast with, and 
I do think, one of the most atrocious cheeses, sir, it waa 
ever my bad fortune to meet with. I do not wonder the 
Africans left the wreck." 

" You followed their example, of course, Mr. Saunders, 
and left the cheese." 

" I followed my own judgment, sir, for I would not slay 
in a ship with such a cheese. Captain Truck, air, even to 
have the honour of serving under so great a commander as 
yourself^ I think it no wonder that vessel was wrecked I 
Even the sharks would abandon her. The very thoughts 
of her impurities, sir, make me feel unsettled in the sfo- 

The caplatn nodded his head in approbation of this senti- 
ment, called for a coal, and then ordered breakfast. The 
meal waa silent, thoughtful, and even sad ; every one was 
thinking of the poor Danes and their sad fate, while they 
who had heen on the plain had the additional subject of the 
murdered man for their contemplation. 

" Is it possible to do nothing to redeem these poor peo- 
ple, father, from captivity?" Eve at length demanded. 

" I have been thinking of this, my child ; but 1 aec no 
other method than to acquaint their government of their 
situation." 

" Might we not conlribule something from our own means 
lo that efiect? Money, I fancy, is the chief thing neces- 
sary." 

The gentlemen looked at each other in approbation, 
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IhoUgh a reluctance to be the first to speak kepi most of 
(hem silent. 

"If a hundred poi.nds, Miss Effingham, will be useful," 
Sir George Templemore said, afler the pause had continued 
an awkward minute, laying a banknote of that amount on 
the table, " and you will honour us by becoming the keepei- 
of the redemption money, I have great pleasure in making 
the offer." 

This was handsomely said, and as Capiain TrucI: after- 
wards declared, handsomely done too, though it was a little 
abrupt, and caused Eve to hesitate and redden. 

" I shall accept your gift, air," she said ; " and with your 
permission will transfer it to Mr. Effingham, who will better 
know what use to put it lo, in order to effect our benevolent 
purpose. I think I can answer for as much more from 
himself." 

" You may, with certainty, my dear — and twice as much, 
if necessary. John, this is a proper occasion for your in- 



" Put me down at what you please," said John Effing- 
ham, whose charities in a pecuniary sense were as unlimj 
ted, as in feeling they were apparently restrained. " One 
hundred or one thousand, to rescue that poor crew I" 

" 1 believe, sir, we must all follow so good an example," 
Mr. Sharp observed ; " and I sincerely hope that this scheme 
will not prove useless, I think it may he effected by means 
of some of the public agents at Mogadore." 

Mr. Dodge raised many objections, for it really exceeded 
his means to give so lai^ly, and his character was formed 
in a school too envious and jealous to confess an inferiority 
on a point even as worthless as thai of money. Indeed, he 
had so long been accustomed lo maintain that " one man 
was as good as another," in opposition to his senses, that, 
like most of those who belong to this impracticable school, 
he had tacitly admitted in his own mind, the general and 
vulgar ascendency of mere wealth ; and, quite as a matter 
of course, he was averse lo confessing his own inferiority 
on a point that he had made lo be all in all, while loudest 
m declaiming against any inferiority whatever. He walked 
Out of the cabin, therefore, with strong heart-burnings and 
18* 
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jealousies, because others had presumed to give that which 
il was not reaiiy in his power to bestow. 

On the other hand, both Mademoiselle Viefville and Mr. 
Monday nianifesled the superiority of the opinions in which 
tliey had been trained. The first quietly handed a Napo- 
Wn to Mr. Effingham, who toolt it with as much attention 
Bid politeness aa he received any of the larger contribu- 
tions ; while the latter produced a five-pound note, with a 
hearty good-will Chat redeemed the sin of many a glass of 
punch in the eyes of his companions. 

Eve did not dare to look towards Paul Blunt, while this 
collection was making ; but she felt regret that he did not 
join in it. He was silent arid thoughtful, and even seemea 
pained, and she wondered if it were possible that one, who 
ceitainly lived in a style to prove that his income was large, 
could be so thoughtless as to have deprived hiniseif of the 
means of doing thai which he so evidently desired to do. 
lint mo.st of the .company was too well-bred to permit the 
niatter to become the subject of conversation, and they soon 
rose fnim table in a body. The mind of Eve, however, 
was greatly relieved when her father told her that the young 
man had put a hundred sovereigns in gold into his hands as 
soon as possible, and that he had seconded this offering with 
another, of embarking for Mogadore in person, should they 
get into the Cape de Verds, or the Canaries, with a view 
ol carrying out the charitable plan with the least delay. 

" He is a noble-hearted young man," said the pleased 
father, as he communicated this fact to his daughter and 
cousin ; " and 1 shall not object to the plan." 

" If he offer to quit this ship one minute sooner than is 
necessary, he does, indeed, deserve a statue of gold," said 
John Effingham ; " for it has all that can attract a young 
man like him, and all too that can awaken his jealousy." 

" Cousin Jack !" exclaimed Eve. reproachfully, quite 
thrown olf her guard by the abruptness and plainness of 
this language. 

The quiet smile of Mr. Effingham proved that he under- 
stood both, but he made no remark. Eve instantly reco- 
vered her spirits, and angry at herself for the girlish excla- 
mation that had escaped her, she turned on her assailant. 
" I do not know that I ought to be seen in an aside with 
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Mr. John Effingham," she said, " even when it is sane 
tioned with the presence of my own father." 

" And may I aslt why so much sudden reserve, my 
nffended heauly V 

*' Merely that the report is already active, concerning the 
delicate relation in which we stand towards each other.'' 

John Effingham looked surprised, but he suppressed his 
curiosity from a long habit of afiecting an indifference he 
did not always feel. The father was less dignified, for he 
quietly demanded an explanation. 

" It would seem," returned Eve, assuming a solemnity 
suited to a matter of interest, " that our secret is discovered- 
While we were indulging our curiosity about this unfortu- 
nate ship, Mr. Dodge was gratifying (ie laudable industry 
af the Active Inquirer, by prying into o«r state-rooms," 

" This mcaoiiess is impossible I" exclaimed Mr, Effing- 
ham. 

" Nay," said John, " no meanness is impossible to a 
demagogue, — a pretender to things of which he has even 
no just conception, — a man who hves to envy and traduce ; 
in a word, ft quasi gentleman. Let us hear what Eve has 
to say." 

" My information is from Aim Sidley, who saw him in 
the act. Now the kind letter you wrote my father, cousin 
Jack, just. before we left London, and which you wrote be- 
cause you would not trust that honest tongue of yours to 
speak the feelings of that honest heart, is the subject of my 
daily studv ; not on account of its promises, you will be- 
lieve me, but on account of the strong affection it displays 
lo a girl who is not worthy of one half you feel and do for 

" Pshaw !" 

" Well, let it thou be pshaw ! I had read that letter this 
very morning, and carelessly leil if on my table. This let. 
ler Mr. Dodge, in his undying desire to lay everything be- 
fore the public, as becomes his high Vocation, and a.:i in 
duty bound, has read ; and misconstruing some of the 
phrases, as will sometimes happen to a zealous circulator 
of news, he has drawn the conclusion that I am to be 
mflde a happy woman as soon as we reach America, hy 
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being converted from Miss Eve Effingliani into Mrs. John 
Effingham." 

" Impossible ! No man can be such a fool, or quite so 
great a miscreant I" 

" I should rather think, my cbiid," added the milder 
lather, " that injustice has been done Mr. Dodge. No per 
son, in the least approximating to Ihe '.tation of a gentle- 
man, could even think of an act so base as this you men- 

" Oh ! if this fan all your objection to the tale," observed 
the cousin, " I am ready to swear to it^. truth. But Eve has 
caught a little of Captain Tiuck's spml of mystifying, and 
is determined to make a character by a bold stroke in the 
beginning. She is clever, and in time may rise to be a 
quiz." 

" Thank you for the compliment, cousin Jack, which, 
however, I am forced to disclaim, as I never was more se- 
rious in my life. That the letter waa read, Nanny, who is 
truth itself, affirms she saw. That Mr. Dodge has since 
been industriously circulating the report of my great good 
fortune, she has heard from the mate, who had it from tho 
highest soui'ce of information direct, and that such a man 
would be likely to come to such a conchjsion, you have 
only to recall the terms of the letter yourself, to believe." 

" There is nothing in my letter to justify any notion so 

" An Active Inquirer might make discoveries you little 
dream of, dear cousin Jack. You speak of its being time 
to cease roving, of settling yourself at last, of never part- 
ing, and, prodigal as you are, of making Eve the future 
mistress of your fortune. Now to all this, recreant, con- 
fess o I si all never again put faith in man." 

John Effingham made no answer, hut the father warmly 
exp essed h s indignation, that any man of the smallest pre- 
te to be admitted among gentlemen, should be guilty 

We ca hardly tolerate his presence. John, and it is 
dimost a matter of conscience to send hini to Coventry." 

" If you entertain such notions of decorum, your wisest 
way, Edward, will be to return to the place whence you 
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have come ; for, trust me, you will find scores of Buch gen 
tlemen whei'e you are going !" 

" I shall Dot allow you 1o persuade me 1 know my own 
country so little. Conduct like this will stamp a man with 
disgrace in America as well as elsewhere." 

" Conduct like thii^ would, but it will no longer. The 
pell-mell that rages has brought honourable men into a sad 
minority, and even Mr. Dodge will tell you the majority 
must rule. Were he to publish my letter, a large portion 
of his readers would fancy he was merely asserting the 
liberty of the press. Heavens save us I You have been 
dreaming abKjad, Ned Effingham, while your country has 
retrograded, in all that is respectable and good, a c«ntory 
io a dozen years !" 

As this was the usual language of John Effingham, neither 
of his listeners thought much of it, though Mr. Effingham 
more decidedly expressed an intention to cut off' even the 
slight communication with the offender, he had peimitted 
himself to keep up, since they had been on board. 

" TliJnk better of it, dear father," said Eve ; " for such 
a man is scarcely worthy of even your resentment. He is 
too much your inferior in principles, manners, character, 
station, and everything else, to render him of so much 
account ; and then, were we to clear up this masquerade 
into which the chances of a ship have thrown us, we might 
iiave our scruples concerning others, as well as concerning 
this wolf in sheep's clothing." 

" Say rather an ass, shaved and painted to resemble a 
zebra," muttered John. " The fellow has no property ss 
respectable as the basest virtue of a wolf." 

" He has at least rapacity." 

" And can howl in a pack. This much, then, I will 
concede to you : but I agree with Eve, we must either pimlsh 
him affirmatively, by pulling his ears, or treat him with 
contempt, which is always negative or silent. I wish he 
had entered the state-room of that fine young fellow, Paul 
Blunt, who is'of an age and a spirit to give him a lesson 
.hat might make a paragraph for his Active Inquirer, if iiol 
(' scissors' extract of himself." 

Kve knew (hat the offender had been there too, but she 
hnd too much prudence to betray him. 
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" Tliis will only so much the more oblige him," she siiid, 
laughingly ; " for Mr. Blunt, in speaking of the editor of 
the Active Inquirer, said that lie had the failing to believe 
tliat this earth, and all it contained, was created merely to 
furnish materials for newspaper paragraphs." 

The gentlemen laughed with the amused Eve, and Mr. 
Effingham vemavked, that " there did seem to be men so 
perfectly selfish, so much devoted to their own interests, 
and so little sensible of the rights and feelings of others, as 
to manifest a desire to render the press auperior to al! other 
power ; not," he concluded, " in the way of argument, or 
as an agent of reason, but aa a master, coarse, corrupt, 
tyrannical and vtle ; the inatrument of selfishness, instead 
of the right, and when not employed as the promoter of 
personal interests, to be employed as the tool of personal 



" Your father will become a convert to my opinions, Mies 
Effingham," said John, " and he will not be home a twelve- 
month before he will make the discovery that the government 
is a press-ocracy, and its ministers, seif-chosen and usiir| 
composed of those who have the least at stake, even i 
character," 

Mr. Effingham shook his head in dissent, but the con- 
versation changed in consequence of a stir in the ship. 
The aif from the land had freshened, and even the heavy 
canvas on which the Montauk was now compelled prin- 
cipally to rely, had been asleep, aa mariners term it, or had 
blown out from the mast, where it stood inflated and steady, 
a proof at sea, where the water is always in motion, that 
the breeze is getting to be fresh. Aided by this power, the 
ship had overcome the united action of the heavy ground- 
swell and of the current, and was stealing out from under 
the land, when the air murmured for an instant, as if about 
to blow still fresher, and then all the sails flapped. The 
wind had passed away like a bird, and a dark line to sea- 
ward, denoted the approach of the breeze from the ocean. 
The stir in the vessel was occasioned by the preparations to 
meet (his change. 

The new wind brought little with it beyond the general 
danger of blowing on shore. The breeze was light, and 
not more than sufficient to force the vessel through the wa 
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ter in her presfnt c ndition i n le and a half in the houi, 
HI (] this loo m a line nearly parallel with the coast (. ■\p 
tain Truck ^aw thprefoie at a glance that he shouH be 

nij.plleii lo ■mchor Previouolv howevei to dome this 
h had a lung talk with hia mates and a Loat was lowufd 

Die lead was cast and the bottom »^s lound to be still 
K-Jod though a haid sand which !•, not the best holding 
gioind 

A heavy sea would cause the ship to drag,' Captain 
Truck remarked, " should it come on to blow, and (he lines 
of dork rocks astern of them would make chips of the 
Pcni'sylvania in an hour, were that great ship to lie on it." 

He entered the boat, and pulled along the reefs to exam- 
ine an inlet that Mr, Leach reported to have been seen, be- 
fore he got the ship's head to the northward. Could an en- 
trance be found at this point, the vessel might possibly be 
carried within the reef, and a favourite scheme of the cap- 
tain's could be put in force, one to which he now atta.ched 
the highest importance. A mile brought the boat up to the 
inlet where Mr Truck found the following appearances ■ 
1 he genera! formation of the coast in sight was that of a 
slight cuivatuie withm which the ship had so fai dulled 
as to be matenalH inside a ime drawn Irom headland to 
hcaJland There was consequentlj httle hope of uig ng 
a V ssel crippled like ihe Montauk against wind sea and 
c irent out again into thp ocean tor about a league 
abrp ist of the ship the coast wis rocfcv though low the 
r ks running off Irom the shore quite a mile m pla -ea and 
every where fully half that distance The foimation was 
rre-rular but it had the geneial chaiicter ot a reef the 
|ost n of which was mirked by bieal ers as well as by 
he blat^k heads of rocks that here and there showed them 
elves above the matei The inlet «as naiiow c ooked 
anJ so lar enviioned bj loclts as to render it ^uesliona 
ble whell PI thpie vi i passa!,c at all though Ih imoot! 
1 es ot tho viter had raised hopes to that pff ct n Mr 
Ipich 

Ah «oon ds captam Truck arrived at the mouth of this 
passage, he felt so much encouraged by the appearance of 
things that he gave the concerted signal for the ship to veer 
rjund and to stand to the southward. This was losing 
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gi-otmij in the way of oifiog, but tack tlie Monttiuk coiilrl 
not with so little wind, and tlie captain saw by the drift slie 
had made since he left her, that promptitude was necessary 
The ship might anchor off the inlet, as well as anywhere 
else, if reduced to anchoring outside at all, aud tJien there 
was always the chance of enteving. 

As soon as the ship's head was again to the southward, 
and Captain Truck felt certain that she was lying along the 
reef at a reasonably safe distance, and in as good a direc- 
tion as he could hope for, he commenced his examination. 
Like a discreet seaman he pulled off from the rocks to a 
suitable distance, for should an obstacle occur outside, he 
well knew any depth of water further in would be useless. 
The day was so fine, and in the absence of rivers, the ocean 
so limpid in that low latitude, that it was easy to see the bot- 
tom at a considerable depth. But to this sense, of course, 
the captain did not trust, for he kept the lead going con- 
stantly, although all eyes were also employed in searching 
for rocks. 

The first cast of the lead was in five fathoms, and these 
soundings were held nearly up to the inlet, where the lead 
struck a rock in three fathoms and a half. At this point, 
then, a more careful examination was made, but three and 
a half was the shallowest cast. Aa the Montauk drew 
nearly a fathom iess than this, the cautious old master pro- 
ceeded closer in. Directly in the mouth of the inlet was a 
large flat rock, that rose nearly to the surface of the sea, 
and which, when the tide was low, was probably bare. 
This rock Captain Truck at first believed would defeat his 
hopes of success, which by this time were strong ; but a 
closer esamination showed him that on one side of it was a 
narrow passage, just wide enough to admit a ship. 

From this spot the channel became crooked, but it was 
sufficiently marked by the ripple on the reef; and after a 
careful investigation, he found it was possible to carry three 
fathoms quite within the reef, where a large space existed 
that was gradually filling up with sand, but which was 
nearly all covered with water when the tide was in, as was 
now the case, and which had channels, as usual, between 
the banks. Following one of these channels a quarter of 
a mile, he found a basin of four fathoms of water, large 
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enough lo take a ship in, and, fortunately, it was iii close 
proximity to a porlioii of the reef liiat was always bare, 
wiien a heavy sea was not beating over it. Here he drop- 
ped a buoy, for he had come provided with several frag- 
ments of spars for this purpose ; and, on his retuni, the 
channel was similarly marked olf, at a!) the critical points. 
On the flat rock, in the inlet, one of the men was left, stand- 
ing up to his waist in the water, it being certain that the 
tide was falling. . 

The boat now 'returned to the ship, which it met at the 
distance of half a mile from the inlet. The current setting 
southwardly, her progress had been more rapid than when 
heading north, and her drift had been less towards the land. 
Still there was so iiltle wind, so steady a ground-swell, and 
it was possible to carry so little after-sail, that great doubts 
were entertained of being able lo weather the rocks suffi- 
cicntly to turn into the inlet. Twenty times in the next 
half hour was the order to let go the anchor, on the poin, 
of being given, as the wind baffled, and as often was it 
countermanded, to lake advantage of its reviving. These 
were feverish moments, for the ship was now so near the 
reef as to render her situation very insecure in the event of 
the wind's rising, or of a sea's getting up, the sand of the 
bottom being too hard lo make good holding-ground. Still, 
as there was a possibility, in the present state of "the wea- 
ther, of kedging the ship off a mile into the offing, if ne- 
cessary. Captain Truck stood on with a boldness he might 
not otherwise have felt. The anchor hung suspended by a 
single turn of the stopper, ready lo drop at a signal, and 
Mr, Truck stood between the knight-heads, watching the 
slow progress of the vessel, and accurately noticing eveiy 
foot of leeward set she made,.as compared with the rocks. 

All this time the poor fellow stood in the water, awaiting 
the arrival of bis filends, who, in their turn, were anxiously 
watching his features, as they gradually grew more distinct. 

" I see his eyes," cried the captain cheerily ; " take s 
drag at the bowlines, and let her head up as much as she 
will, Mr. Leach, and never mind those sham topsails 
Take them in at once, sir ; they do us, now, more harm 
than good." 

The clewline blocks rattled, and the top-gallant sails, 
ID 
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which were made to do the duty of top-sails, but which 
would hardly spread to the lower yards, so as to set on a 
wind, came rapidly in. Five minutes of iotease doubt fc 
lowed, when the captain gave the animating order to — 

" Man the main-ctew garnets, boys, and stand by tii 
make a run of it !" 

This was understood to be a sign that the ship was iitr 
enough to windward, and the command to " in main-sailv' 
which soon succeeded, was received with a shout. 

" Hard up with the helm, and stand by to lay the (ore- 
yard square," cried Caplain Truck, rubbing his hands. 
" Look that both bowers are clear for a run ; and you, 
Toast, bring me the brightest coal in the galley." 

The movements of the Montauk were necessarily slow ; 
but she obeyed her helm, and fell off until her bows pointed 
in towards the sailor in the water. This fine fellow, the 
moment he saw the ship approaching, waded to the verge 
of the rock, where it went off perpendicularSy to the bot- 
tom, and waved to them to come on without fear. 

"Come within ten feet of me," he shouted. " There ia 
nothing to spare on the other side," 

As the captain was prepared for this, the ship was steered 
accordingly, and as she hove slowly past on the rising and 
falling water, a rope was thrown to the man^ who waa 
hauled on hoard. 

" Port I" cried the captain, as soon as the rock was 
passed ; " port your helm, sir, and stand for the firat buoy.'' 

In this manner the Montauk drove slowly but steadily 
wi, until she had reached the basin, where one anchor was 
let go almost as soon as she entered. The chain was paid 
out until the vessel was forced over to some distance, ar-i 
then the other bower was dropped. The fore-sail was 
hauled up and handed, and chain was given the ship, which 
was proBOunced to be securely moored. 

" Now," cried the captain, all bis anxiety ceasing with 
the responsibility, " I expect to be made a member of the 
New-Y(irk Philosophical -Society at least, which is learned 
companv for a man who has never been at college, for dis- 
covering a poi'^ on the coast of Africa, which harbour, lit- 
iliea and gentlemen, without too much vanity, I boi* to be 
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permitted to call Port Truck. If Mr. Dodge, however 
should think this loo a nti- republican, we, will compromise 
the matter by calling it Port Truck and Dodge ; or iho 
town that no doubt will sooner or later arise on its backs, 
may be called Dodgeborough, and I wil! keep the harbour 
lo mya^ir." 

" Should Mr. Dodge cooseat to this arrangement, he will 
render himself liable to the charge of aristocracy," said 
Mr- Sharp ; for as all felt relieved by finding themselves in a 
place of security, so all felt disposed to join in the pleasantry. 
" I dare say his modesty would prevent his consenting to 
the plan." 

" Why, gentlemen," returned the subject of these re- 
marks, " ! do not know that we are to refuse honours that 
are fairly imposed on us by the popukr voice ; and the 
pi-actice of naming towns and counties after distinguishec. 
citizens, is by no means uncommon with us. A few of my 
own neighbours have been disposed to honour me in this 
way already, and my paper is issued from a hamlet that 
certainly does bear my own unworthy name. So you per- 
ceive there wil! be no novelty in the appellation." 

" I would have made oath to it," cried the captain, " from 
your well-established humility. Is the place as large as 
London 1" 

" It can boast of little more than my own office, a tavern, 
a store, and a blacksmith's shop, captain, as yet ; but Rome 
was not built in a day." 

"Your neighbours, sir, must be people of extraordinary 
disce7nnient ; but the name?" 

" That is not absolutely decided. At first it was called 
Dodgetown, but this did not last long, being thought vulgar 
and common-place. Six or eight weeks afterwards, we — " 

"We, Mr. Dodge!" 

" I mean the people, sir, — I am so much accustomed to 
conmict myself with the people, that whatever they do, 1 
think I had a hand in." 

" And very properly, sir," observed John Effingham 
" as probably without you, ihefe would have been no people 
nt ull." 

" What may be the population of Dodgetovm, sirl" 
usked the persevering captain, on this hint. 
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" At the census of January, it was seventeen ; but by lliti 
census of March, there were eighteen. I have made a ca! 
i!u!ation that shows, if we go on at this rate, or by arith- 
metical progression, it will be a hundred in about ten years, 
which will be a very respectable population for a country 
place. I beg pardon, air, the people six or eight weeks 
afterwards, altered the name to Dodgeborough ; but a new 
family coming in that summer, a party was got up to change 
it to Dodge-vilie, a name that was immensely popular, aa 
ville means city in Latin ; but it must be owned the people 
like change, or rotation in names, as well as Jn office, and 
they called the place Butterfield Hollow, for a whole month, 
after the new inhabitant, whose name is Butterfield, He 
moved away in the fall; and so, after trying Belindy, 
(Anglice Belinda,) Nineveh, Grand Cairo, and Pumpkin 
Valley, they made me the offer to restore the ancient name, 
pi'ovided some addendum more noble and proper could be 
found than town, or ville, or borough ; il is not yet deter- 
mined what it shall be, but I believe we shall finally settle 
down in Dodgcoplc, or Dodgcopolis." 

" For the season ; and a very good name it will prove 
for a short cruise, I make no question. The Butterfield 
Hollow was a little like rotation in office, in truth, sir." 

" I didn't like it, captain, so I gave Squire Butterfield to 
understand, privately ; for as he had a majority with him, 
[ didn't approve of speaking too strongly on the subject. 
As soon as I got him out of the tavern, however, the cur- 
rent set the other way." 

" You fairly uncorked him I" 

" That I did, and no one ever heard of him, or of hia 
hollow, after his retreat. There are a few discontented and 
arrogant innovators, who affect to call the place by its old 
name of Morton ; but these are the mere vassals of a man 
who once owned the patent, and who has now h^en dead 
these forty years. We. are not the people to keep hia oid 
musty name, or to honour dry bones." 

" Served him right, sir, and like men of spirit ! If he 
wants a place called after himself, let him live, like other 
people. A dead man has no occasion for a- name, ajitl 
there should be a law passed, that when a man slips his 
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cables, h*: should bequeath his name to some honest fellow 
who has a worse oae. It might be well to compel ali great 
men in particular, to leave their renown to those who can- 
not get any for themselves," 

" 1 will venture to suggest an improvement on the name, 
if Mr. Dodge wiii permit me," said Mr. Sharp, who had 
been an amused listener to the short dialogue. " Dodgcople 
is a little short, and may be offensive by its brusquerie. By 
inserting a single lelter, it will become Dodge-people ; or, 
there is the alternative of Dodge-adrianople, which will be 
a fruly sonorous and republican title. Adrian was an em- 
peror, and even Mr, Dodge might not disdain the cotijunc- 

By this time, the editor of the Active Inquirer began to 
be extremely elevated — for this was assailing him on his 
weakest side — and he laughed and rubbed his hands as if 
he thought the joke particularly pleasant. This person had 
also a peculiarity of judgment that was singularly in oppo- 
sition to all his open professions, a peculiarity, however, 
that belongs rather to his class than to the individual mem- 
ber of it. Ultra as a democrat and an American, Mr. Dodge 
had a sneaking predilection in favour of foreign opinions. 
Although practice had made him intimately acquainted with 
all the frauds, deceptions, and vileness of the ordinary arts 
of paragraph-making, he never failed to believe religiously 
in the veracity, judgment, good faith, honesty and talents 
of anything that was imported in the form of types. He 
had been weekly, for years, accusing his nearest brother of 
the craft, of lying, and he could not be altogether ignorant 
of his own propensity in the same way ; but, notwithstand- 
ing all this experience in the secrets of the trade, whatever 
reached him from a European journal, he implicitely swal- 
lowed whole. One, who knew little of the man, might have 
suppospd he fe ^td credulity to answer his own purposes; 
but this would be domg mjuatice to his faith, which was 
f "it rt, bemg ba^ed on that provmcial admiration, and pro- 
V ncial Ignorance, that causpd the countryman, who went to 
linden lor the first time, to express his astonishment at 
hndni^ the king a man A- was due to his colonial origin, 
i 13 "ecret awe and re erence for an Englishman was exac.i^ 
J9* 
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in proportion to hia protestations of love for the people, and 
his deference for rank was graduated on a scale suited to 
the heart-burning and jealousies he entertained for all whom 
lie feU to be his superiors. Indeed, one was the cause of 
the other; for they who really are indifferent to their own 
social position, are usually equally indifferent to that of 
others, so long as they are not made to feel the difference 
by direct assumptions of superiority, 

When Mr. Sharp, whom even Mr. Dodge had discovered 
to be a genlJeman, — and an English gentleman of course, — ■ 
entered into the trifling of the moment, therefore, so far 
from detecting the mystification, the latter was disposed to 
believe himself a subject of interest with this person, against 
whose esclusiveness and haughty reserve, notwithstanding, 
he hnd been making side-hits ever since the ship had sailed. 
But the avidity with which the Americans of Mr. Dodge's 
temperament are apt to swallow the crumbs of flattery that 
fall from the Englishman's table, is malter of history, and 
the editor himself was never so Iwippy as when he could lay 
hold of tt paragraph to republish, in which a few words of 
comfort were aoled out by the condescending mother to the 
never-dying faith of the daughter. So far, therefore, from 
taking umbrage at what had been said, he continued the 
subject long after the captain had gone to his duty, and with 
so much perseverance that Paul Blunt, us soon as Mr, Sharp 
escaped, took an occasion to compliment that gentleman on 
his growing intimacy with the refined and single-minded 
champion of the people. The other admitted his indiscre- 
tion,; and if the affair had no other consequences, it afford- 
ed these two fine young mefl a moment's merriment, at a 
time when anxiety had been fast getting the ascendency 
over their more cheerful feelings. When they endeavoured 
to make Miss Eflingham share in the amusement, however, 
that young lady heard them with gravity ; for the meanness 
of the act discovered by Nanny Sidley, had indisposed her 
to treat the subject of their comments with the familiarity 
of eveniridicule. Perceiving this, though unable to account 
for it, the gentlemen changed the discourse, and soon be- 
came sufficiently grave by -onlemplating ihcir own copdi. 
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The situation of the Moiilauli was now certainiy one to 
excite uneasiness in those who were little acquainted with 
,he sea, as well as in those who were. It was very much 
like that for which Miss Effiagham's nurse Itad pjned, hav- 
ing many rocks and aands in sight, with the land af no 
great liistance. In order that the reader may understand it 
more clearly, we shall describe it with greater minuteness. 

To the westward of the ship lay the ocean, broad, smooth, 
glittering, but, heaving and setting, with its eternal breath 
jngs, which always resemble the respiratitMi of some huge 
jnonster. Between the vessel and this waste of water, and 
within three hundred feef of the first, stretched an irregular 
line of ripple, dotted here and there with the heaids of low 
naked rocks, marking the presence and direction of the reef. 

This was all that would interpose between the basin and 
the ra!,'ing billows, should another storm occur ; but Cap- 
Iain Truck thought this would suffice so far to break the 
waves as to render the aniihorage sufficiently secure. 
Astern of the ship, however, a rounded ridge of sand began 
to appear as the tide fell, within ibrty fathoms of the vessel, 
and as the bottom was hard, and difficult to get an anchor 
into it, there was the risk of dragging on this bank. We 
say that the bottom was hard, for the reader should know 
Ihat it is not the weight of the anchor that secures the ship, 
but the hold its [>ointed fluke and broad paim get of the 
^^lund. The coast itsdf was distant less than a mile, and 
the entire basin within the reef was fast presenting spits of 
sand, as the water fell on.the ebb. Still there were many 
channels, and it would have been possible, for one who 
knew their windings, to have sailed a ship several leagues 
among them, without passing the inlet; these channels 
forming a sort of intricate net-work, in every direction from 
(he vessel. 

When Captain Truck had coolly studied all the peculiari- 
ties of his position, he set about the duty of securing his 
ship, in good earnest. The two light boats were brought 
under the bows, and the stream anchor was lowered, and 
fastened to a spar that lay across both. This anchor was 
carried to the bank astern, and, by dint of sheer strength, 

was laid over its summit with a fluke buried to the shank 
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in the hard sand. By means of a hawser, and a purchase 
applied to its end, {tie men on the banks next roused tlie 
chain out, anii shackled il to the ring. The bight was hove- 
in, and the ship secured astern, so as to prevent a shiit of 
wind, off the land, from forcing her on the reef.' As no 
sea could come from this quarier, the single anchor and 
chain were deemed sufficient for this purpose. As soon as 
the boats were at liberty, and before the chain had been got 
ashore, two kedges were carried to the reef, and laid amonj! 
the rocks, in such a way that their flukes and stocks equally 
got hold of the projections. To these kedges lighter chains 
were secured ; and when ail the bights were hove-in, to as 
equal a strain as possible, Captain Truck pronounced his 
ship in readiness to ride out any gale that would be iikely 
to blow. So far as the winds and waves might aifect her, 
the Montauk was, in truth, reasonably safe ; for on the side 
where danger was most to be apprehended, she had two 
bowers down, and four pails of smaller chain were attached 
to the two kedges. Nor had Captain Truck fallen into the 
common error of supposing he had so much additional 
strength in his fastenings, by simply running the chains 
through the rings, but he liad caused each to be separately 
fastened, both in-board and to the kedges, by which means 
each length of the chain formed a distinct and independent 
fastening of itself. 

So absolute is the sovereignty of a ship, that no one had 
presumed to question the master as to his motives for all 
this extraordinary precaution, though it was the common 
impression that he intended to remain where they were until 
the wind became favourable, or at least, until all danger of 
being thrown upon the coast, from the currents and the 
ground-swell, should have ceased. Paul Blunt observed, 
that he fancied it was the intention to lake advantage of the 
smocrth water within the reef, to get up a better and a more 
eflicieni set of jury-masts. But Captain Truck soon re^ 
moved all doubts by Setting the truth be known. While on 
board the Danish wreck, he had critically examined her 
spars, sails, and rigging, and, though adapted for a ship two 
hundred tons smaller than the Montauk, he was of opinion 
tiiey might be fitted to the latter vessel, and made to answer 
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ail IiiL ncecssai'y purposes for crossing the ocean, provided 
the Musduhnaus and the weather would permit the transfer. 
" We have smooth water and light airs," he said, when 
iM-)iiciuding his explanation, "and the current seta south- 
wardly along this coast ; by means of all our force, hara 
working, a kind Providence, and our own enterprise, I hopn 
yet to see the Montauk enter the port of New York, with 
royals set, and ready to carry sail on a wind. The sea- 
man who cannot rig his ship with sticks and ropes and 
blocks enough, might as well stay ashore, Mr. Dodge, and 
publish an hebdomndal. And so, my dear young lady, by 
looking along the land, (lie day after to-morrow, in the 
northern board here, you may expect to see a rati boommg 
down upon you that will cheer your heart, and once more 
raise ihe hope of a Christmas dinner m New York, in all 
Olivers of good fare." 
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His mind made up, his intentions annoiincect, and his snii) 
in readiness, Captain Truck gave his orders to proceed wilii 
promptitude and clearnesa. The ladies remaining behind, 
he obsei'ved ihat the two Messrs. Eflingham, as a matter of 
course, would stay with them as protectors, though iillle 
could harm them where they were. 

" I propose to leave the ship in the care of Mr. Blunt," ho 
said, " for I perceive something about thai gentleman which 
denotes a nautical instinct. I? Mr, Sharp choose to remain 
also, your society will be the more agreeable, and In ex 
change, gentlemen, I ask the favour of the strong arms of all 
your servants. Mr. Monday is my man in fair or foul, and 
so, I flatter myself, will be Sir (Jeorge Templcmore; and as 
for Mr. Dodge, if he stay behind, why the Active Inquirer 
will miss a notable paragraph, for there shall be no historian 
to the expedition, but one of my own appointing. Mr. Saun 
tiers shall have the honour of cooking for you in the mean 
while, and I propose taking every one else to the Dane." 

As no serious objections could bo made to this arrange- 
ment, within an hourofthe time when the ship was fastened, 
the cutter and jolly-boat departed, it being the intention of 
Captain Truck to reach the wreclf that evening, in season to 
Vivo .his sheers ready to raise by daylight in the morning; 
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or he hoped to be hack again in the course oF the succeed- 
ing day. No time was to be lost, ho knew, the return of the 
Arabs being hourly expected, and tlie tranquility of the open 
sea being at all times a matter of the greatest oncectainty. 
With the declared view of making quick work, and with the 
secret apprehension of a atrug^ie with the owners of tlie 
country, the captain took with him every officer and man in 
his ship that couid .possibly be spared, and as many of the 
passengers na he thought might be useful. As numbet^ might 
be important in the way of intimidation, he cared almost as 
much for appearances as for any thing else, or certainly he 
would not have deemed the presence of Mr. Dodge of any 
great moment; fof to own the truth, he expected the editor 
of the Active Inquirer would prove the quality implied by 
the first word of the title of his journal, as much in any 
other way ns in fighting- 

Neither provisions nor wafer, beyond what might bo 
necessary in pulling to the wreck, nor ropes, nor blocks, nor 
any thing hut anns and ammunition, were taken in the 
boats; for the examination of the morning had shown (lie 
captain, that, notwithstanding so much had been plundered, 
a siitficiency stili remained m the sti-andcd vessel. Indeed, 
the fact that so much had tieen left was one of his reasons 
for hastening off himseif, as he deemed it certain that they 
who had taken away what was gone, would soon return for 
the remainder. The fowling-pieces and pistols, with ail the 
[Kjwder and ball in the ship, were taken ; a light gun that 
was on board, for the purpose of awaking sleepy pilots, being 
left loaded, with the intention of serving, for a signal of 
alarm, should any material change occur in the situation of 
the ship. 

The party included thirty men, and as most had firw-arms 
of one sort or another, they pulled out of the inlet with spirit 
and great cimlidenoe in Uieir eventual success. The boats 
were crowded, it is true, but there was room to row, and the 
launch had been left in its place on deck, because it was 
known that two boats were to ije found in the wreck, one of 
which was large: in short, as Captain Truck had meditated 
Ihis expedient from the moment he ascertamed the situation 
.if the Dane, he now set about carrying it into effect with 
method and discrimination- We shall first accompany hin> 
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on his way, leaving the small party in the Montauk for •mi 
fature attention in another chapter. 

The distance between the two vessels was about foui 
leagues, and a headland intervening, those in the boats in 
less than an hour lost sight of their own ship, as she lay 
shorn of her pride anchored within the reef. At almost the 
same monient, the wreck came into view, and Captain Truck 
applied his glass with great interest, in order to ascertain the 
state of things in that direction. AU was tranquil — no signs 
of any Dne having viated the spot since morning being visi- 
ble^ This 'nteiligence was given to the people, who piiiied 
at their oars the more willingly under the stimulus oi' pro- 
bable success, driving the boats ahead with increasing velocity. 

The sun was stilt some distance above the horizon, when 
the cutter and joliy-boat rowed through the narrow channel 
astern of the wreck, and brought up, as before, by the side 
of the rocks. Leaping ashore. Captain Truck led the way 
to the vessel, and, in five minutes, he was seen in the fiirward 
cross-trees, examining the plain with his glass. All was as 
solitary and deserted as when before seen, and the order was 
immediately given to commence operations without delay. 

A gang of the best seamen got out the spare topmast and 
lower-yard of the Dane, and set about fitting a pair of sheers, 
a job that would be likely to occupy them several hours. 
Mr. Leach led a party up forward, and the second mate went 
up with another further aft, each proceeding to send down 
its respective lop-gailant-mast, top-sail -yard, and top-mast; 
while Captam Truck, from the deck, superintended the same 
work on the mizen-mast. As the men worked with spirit, 
and a strong party remained below to give the drags, and to 
come up the lanyards, spar came down after spar with 
rapidity, and just as the sun dipped into the ocean to the 
westward, everything b«t the lower-masts was lying on the 
sands, alongside of the ship i nothing having been jJermitted 
lo toufJi the decks in descending. Previously, however, to 
sending down the lower-yards, the launch had been lifted 
from its bed and landed also by the side of the vessel. 

All hands were now mustered on the sands, and the boat 
was launched, an operation of some delicacy, as heavy 
rollers were occasionally coming in. As soon as it floated, 
.his powerful auxiliary wiis swept up to the rocks; and then 
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ihe men began to load it with the standing rigging and thu 
saila, (he livtler having been unbent, as lost as each sp.ii 
ciir.nti down. Two kedges were found, and a hawser was 
bent to one, when the launch wns carried outside of the bar 
and anchored. Lines being brought in, the yards were 
hauled out to the same place, and strongly lashed togetlii't 
■or the night. A great deal of running rigging, many 
hloeks, and divers other small articles, were put into the 
boats of the Montauk, and the joliy-boat of the wreck, 
which was still hanging at her stem, was also lowered and 
got into the water. With these acquisitions, the party had 
now four boats, one of which was heavy and capable of 
carrying a considerable freight. 

By this lime it was so late and so dark, that Captain 
Truck determined to suspend his labours until morning, in 
the course of a frw hours of active toil, he had secured atl 
the ^ards, tiif sails, the standing and running rigging, the 
bmis, and many of the minor articles of the Dane ; and 
noilimg of essential importance remmned, but the three 
if Mi-r masts These, it is true, were all in all to him, foi 
without them he would be but little belter off than he f/ob 
111 foic, iince his own ship had spare cdnvas and siiare 
jards enough to malce a respectable show above the founda- 
tion. This foundation, however, was the great requisite, and 
his principal motive in taking the other things, was to have 
a better fit than could be obtdned by using spars and sails 
diat were not intended to go together. 

At eight o'clock, the people got their suppers, and pre- 
pared to (urn in for the night. Some conversation passed 
between Captain Truck and his mates, concerning the man- 
ner of disposing of the men while they slept, which resulted 
in the former's keeping a well-armed party often with him 
m the ship, while the remainder were put in the boats, ail 
of which were fastened to the launch, as she lay anchored 
off the bar. Here they made beds of the sdls, and, setting 
a watch, the greater portion of both gangs were soon as 
quietly asleep as if lying in their own bertha on board the 
Monlauk. Not so wth Captain Truck and his mates- They 
walked the deck of the Dane fully an hour after the men 
were silent,-and for some time after Mr. Monday had finished 
t)io bottle of wine he had taken the precaution to bring with 
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him from the packet, and had bestowed his person among 
Boihe old sails in the cabin. The night was a bright star- 
light, but the moon was not to be expected until near morn- 
ing. The wind came off the sands of the interior in hot 
puffs, but so lightly as to sound, that il breathed past them 
like the sighings of the desert. 

" It is lucky, Mr, Leach," said the Captain, continuing 
the discourse he had been holding with his mate in a low 
voice, under the sense of the insecurity of their situation ; 
" il is lucky, Mr. Leach, that we got out the stream anchor 
astern, else we should have had the ship nibbing her copper 
against the corners of the rocks. This air seems light, but 
under all her canvas, the Montauk would soon flap her way 
out from this coast, if all were ready." 

" Ay, ay, sir, if all were ready !" repeated Mr. Leach, as 
if he knew how much honest labour was to be expended be- 
fore that happy moment could arrive. 

" If all were ready. I think we may be able to whip these 
three sticks out of this fellow by breakfast-time in the morn- 
ing, and then a coupie of hours will answer for the raft ; 
after which, a pull of six or eight more will take us back to 

" If all goes Weil, it may be done, sir-'' 

" Well or ill, it must be done. We are not in a situation 
to play at jack-straws !" 

" I hope if may be done, sir." 

" Mr. Leach !" 

" Captain Truck !" 

" We are in a d — — le category, sir, il' the truth must be 
spoken." 

" That is a word I am not much acquainted with, but we 
have an awkward berth of il here, if that be what you 

A long pause, during which these two seamen, one of 
wiiom was old, (he other young, paced the deck diligently. 

" Mr. Leach I" 

" Captain Truck !" 

"Do you ever pray?" 

'* I have done such a thing in my time, sii ; but, since I 
have sailed with you, I have been taughl to work first and 
>ray afterwards; and when the difficulty has been gotten 
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aver by the work, the prayers have commoiilj seemed sur- 
plusage-" 

" YoQ should take to, your thanksgivings. I think you7 
gr.indfather was a pafson Leach." 

"Yes, he was, sir, and 1 have been told your father fol 
lowed the name trade." 

" You have been told the truth, Mr, Leach. My father 
was as meek, and pious, and humble a Christian as ever 
thumped a pulpit. A poor man, and, if truth must be spoken, 
a poor preacher too; but a zeafous one, and thoroughly de- 
vout. I ran away from him at twelve, and never passed a 
week at a lime under his roof afterwards. He coutd not do 
much for me, for he had little education and no money, and, 
I believe, carried on iJie business pretty much by faith. He 
was a good man, Leach, notwithstanding there might be a 
little of a take-in for such a person to set up as a teacher; 
and, as for my mother, if there ever was a pure spirit on 
earth it Was in her body !" 

" Ay, that is the way commonly mth the mothers, sir." 

" She (aught me to pray," added the captain, speaking a 
liflle thick, " but since I've been in this London line, to own 
the truth, I find but little time for any thing but hard work, 
until, for want of practice, praying has got to be among (be 
hardest things I can turn my hand to." 

" That is the way with all of us ; it is my opinion, Cap- 
tmn Truck, these London and LiverpLxjl liners will have a 
good many lost souls to answer for." 

" Ay, ay, if we could put it on them, it would do well 
enough ; but my honest old father always maintained, that 
every man must stand in the gap left by his own sins; 
though he did assert, also, that we were all fore-ordained to 
shape our courses starboard or port, even before we were 
launched." 

" That doctrine makes an easy tide's-way of life ; for [. 
see no great use in a man's carrying sail and jammmg 
himself up in the wind, to claw off immoralities, when he 
knows he is to fetch up upon them after all his pains." 

" 1 have worked all sorts of traverses to get hold of this 
matter, and never could make any thing of it. It is harder 
Ihan logarithms. If my father had been the only one to 
teach it, 1 should have thought less about it, for he was no 
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BchoIaTj and might have beim paying it out just in tlie way 
of business; but then my mother believed it, body and soul, 
and she was too good a woman to ^tick long to a course that 
had not truth to back it." 

"Why not believe it heartily, sir, and let the wheel fiyi 
One gets to the end of the v'y'ge on this tack as well as on 
another." 

" There ia no great difficulty in working up to or even 
through the passage of death. Leach, but Che great point is 
to know tile port we Eire to moor in finally. My mother 
taught me to pray, and when I was ten I had underruu ail 
the Commandments, knew the Lord's Creed, and the Apos- 
tles' Prayer, and had made a handsome slant into the Cate- 
chism ; but, dear me, dear me, it has all oozed out of me, 
like the warmth from a Green lander." 

" Folks were better educated in your time, Captain Truck, 
than they are now-a-daya, by all I can learn." 

" No doubt of that in the world. In my time, younkers 
were taught respect for their betters, and for age, and their 
Catechism, and piety, and the Apostles' Prayer, and all 
those sort of things. But America has fallen astern sadly 
in manners within the last fifty years. I do not flatter 
myself with being as good as I was when under my excel- 
lent dear mother's command, but there are worse men in the 
world, and out of Newgate, too, than John Truck. Now, 
in the w.iy of vices. Leach, I never swear." 

"Not you, sir; and Mr. Monday necer drinks." 

As the protestation of sobriety on the part of their passen- 
ger had got to be a joke with the officers and men of the 
ship, Captain Truck had no difficulty in understanding his 
mate, and though nettled at a retort that was like usurping 
his own right to the exclusive quiz^ng of the vessel, he was 
in a mood much too sentimental and reflecting to be angry. 
Alter a moment's pause, he resumed the dialogue, as if no- 
thing had been said to disturb its harmony. 

" No, I never swear; or, if I do, it is in a small gentle- 
manly way, and with none of your foul-mouthed oaths, suoh 
as are used by the Itorse-jockeys that formerly sailed out of 

' Were they hard swearers?" 

" la a nor'-wester a hard wind ? 'I'hose fellows, afle- 
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iney hftve been choked off and jammed bj' the religion 
ashore for a month or two, would break out liJie a hurricans 
when they had made an offing, and were once fairly out of 
hearing of the parsons and deacons. It is said that old Joe 
Bunk began an oath on the bar that he did not get to the end 
of until his brig was off Montauk. I have my doubts, Leach, 
if any thing be gained by screwing down religion and mo- 
rals, like a cotton bale, as is practised in and about the 

" A good many begin to be of the same way 6f thinking ; 
for when our peop^^ do break out, it is hke the small-pox I" 

" I am an advocate for educalion ; nor do I think I was 
taught in my own case more than wag reasonable. I think 
even a prayer is of more use to a ship-master than Latin, 
and I often hove, even now, recourse to one, though it may 
not be exactly in Scripture language. I seldom want a wind 
without praying for it,-mentally, as it might be; and as for 
the vheumalis', 1 am always prayuig to be rid of it, when 
I'm not cursing it starboard and larboard. Has it never 
struck you that the world is less moral since steamboats 
were introduced than formerly?" 

" The boats date from before my birth, sir." 

" Very true — you are but a boy. Mankind appear to be 
hurried, and no one likes to stop to, pray, or to foot up his 
sins, as used to be the case. Life is like a passage at sea. 
We feel our way cautiously until off soundings on our own 
coast, and then we have an easy time of it in the deep wa- 
ter ; but when we get near the shoata again; we take out the 
lead, and mind a little how we steer. It is the gomg off and 
coming on the coast, that gives us all the trouble." 

" You had some object in view. Captain Truck, when you 
asked me if I ever prayed !" 

" Certain, If I were to set to work to pray myself juat 
now, if would be for smooth water to-morrow, that we may 
have a good time in towing the raft to the ship — hist ! Leach 
did you hear nothing V 

" There was a sound different from what is common in 
the air from the land ! It is probably some savage beast, 
"or Africa is full of them." 

" ! think we might manage a Hon from this fortress. Un- 
'ess the fellow found the Stage, he could hardlv boiird us , 
20* 
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and a plank or two thrown from that, would make a draw- 
bi'idj^ of it al once. Look yonder! there is something 
moving on the bank, or my eyes are two jewel-blocks." 

Mr, Leach looked in the required direction, and he, too, 
faDcied ije saw something in motion on the margin of the 
bank. At the point where the wreck lay, the beach waa far 
from wide, and her flying jib-boom, which was still out, pro- 
jected so near the low acclivity, where the coast rose to the 
level of the desert, as^to come within ten feet of the bushes 
by which the latter .was fringed. Although the spar had 
drooped a little in consequence of having lost the support of 
Ihe stays, its end was still sufficiently high to rise above the 
leaves, and to permit one seated on it to overlook the plain 
as well as the starlight would allow. Believing the duty lo 
be important, Capt^n Truck, first ^ving his orders to Mr 
Leach, as to the mode of alarming the men, should it be 
come necessary, went cautiously ouj on the bowsprit, and 
thence by the foot-ropes, to the farther extremity of the 
booms. As this was done with the steadiness of a seaman 
and with the utmost care to prevent discoveiy, he was soon 
stretched on the spar, balancing his body by his legs be- 
neath, and casting eager glances about, though prevented by 
the obscurity from seeing either far or very distinctly. 

After lying in this position n minute. Captain Track dis- 
covered an object on the plains, at the distance of a hundred 
yards from the bushes, that was evidently in motion. Hri 
was now all watchfulness, for, had he not seen the proofs 
that the Arabs or Moors had already been at the wreck, he 
knew that parties of them were constantly hovering along 
the coast, especially after every heavy gale that blew from 
the westward, in the hopex)f booty. As all his own people 
were asleep, the mates excepted, and the boats could just be 
dLscovered by himself, who knew their position, he was in 
hopes that, should any of the barbarians be near, the pre- 
sence of his own party could hardly he known- It is true,, 
tlie alteration in the appearance of the. wreck, by the re- 
mova! of the spare, must strike any one who had seen ii 
before, but this change might have been made by anothef 
party of marauders, or those who had now come, if any 
■'here were, might see the vessel for the first Ihoc. 

White such thoughts were rapidly glancing tlirough his 
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mind, the reader will readily imagine thai the worthy mas- 
ter was not altogether at his ease. Still he was cool, andi 
as he was resolved to fight his way off, even againsf an 
army, he clung to the spar with a species of physical reso- 
ludon that would have done credit to a tiger. The object or. 
the plain moved once more, and the clouds opening bey end 
he plainly mfide out the head and neck of a dromedary. 
There was but one, however ; nor could the most scrupu- 
lous examination show him a human being. After remain- 
ing a quarter of an hour on the boom, during all which time 
the only sounds that were heard were the sighings of the 
night-air, and the sullen and steady wash of the surf. Cap- 
tain Truck came on decJ? again, where he found his mate 
waiting hia report with intOTse anxiety. The former was 
fully aware of the importance of his discovery, but, being a 
cooi man, he had not magnified the danger to himself. 

" The Moors are down on Ihe coast," he said, in an under 
tone ; " but I do not think there can be more than two or 
three of them at the most ; probably spies or scouts ; and, 
could we seize them, we may gain a few hours on their com- 
rades, which will be all we want ; after which they shall be 
welcome to the salt and Ihe other dunnage of ihe poor Dane 
Leach, are you the man to stand by me in this amir 1" 

" Have I ever failed you. Captain Truck, that you put the 

" That you have never, my fine fellow ; give me a squeeze 
of your honest hand, and let there be a pledge of life or 

The mate met the iron grasp of his commander, and 
each knew ihat he received an assurance on which he might 
loly. 

" Shall I awake the men, sir?" asked Mr. Leach. 

•' Not one of them. Every hour of sleep the people get 
will be a lower mast saved. These sticks that still remain 
dre our foundation, and even one of them is of more account 
m us, just now, than a fleet of ships might be at another 
lime. Take your arms and follow me ; but first we wiJ] 
give a hint to the second-mate of what we are about." 

This officer was asleep on the deck, for he had been so 
much wearied with his great exertions that aflernoon as to 
'ialch a little rc9( as the sweetest of all gifts. It had been 
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Ihe mtentin a of Captain Truck to dismiss him to the boats : 
hut, observing him to bo overcome with drowsiness, he hatl 
permitted him to calcli a nap where he lay. The loolt-ou!, 
too, was also slumbering under the same indulgence ; bu; 
both were now awakened, and made acquainted with the 
state of things on shore. 

" Keep your eyes open, but Iteep a dead silence," con- 
eluded Captmn Truck ; " for it is my wish to deceive these 
=:couts, and to keep them ignorant of our presence. When 
I cry out ' Alarm I' you will muster all hands, and cleat 
ftway for a brush, but not before. God bless you, my lada ! 
mind and keep your eyes open. Leach, I am ready." 

The captain and his companion cautiously descended to 
the sands, and passing astern of the ship, they first took 
their way to the jolly-boat, which lay at the rocks in read- 
iness lo carry off the two officers to the launch. Here they 
found the two men in charge so soundly asleep, that nothing 
would have been easier than to bind them without giving the 
alarm. Ailer a little hesitation, it was determined to lei 
them dream away their sorrows, and to proceed to the spot 
where the bank was ascended. 

At this place it became necessary to use the greatest pre- 
caution, for it was literally entering the enemy's country. 
The steepness of the short ascent requiring them to mount 
nearly on their hands and feet, this part of their progress 
was made without much hazard, and the two' adventurers 
stood on the plain, sheltered by some bushes. 

"Yonder is the cnmef," whispered the captain: "you see 
his crooked neck, with the head tossing at mcnents. The 
fellow is not fifty yards from the body of the poor German! 
Now let us follow along this line of bushes, and keep a bharp 
look-out for the rider." 

They proceeded in the manner mentioned, until they camo 
(o a point where the bushes ceased, and there was an opening 
that overlooked the beach quite near (he wreck, 

"Do you see the boats. Leach, here away, in a Line with 
the starboard davit of (he Dane? They look like dark spots 
on the water, and an ignorant Arab might be excused foi 
taking them for rocks." 

" Except that they rise and fall vrith the rollers; he musf 
be doubly j Turk who could make such a blunder!" 
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"Your wandertrs oi' thi' dcsprl are not so particular. 
Tlie wreck has certainly ujidei^ne some changes naice 
yesterday, and I should not wouder if even a Mussulman 
found them out, but " 

The gripe of Mr. Leach, whose fingers almost entered the 
flesh of his arm, and a hand pointed towards the bushes on 
the other side of the opening, silenced the captain's whisper. 
A. human form was seen standing on the fringe of the bank, 
directly opposite the jib-boom. It was swaddled in a sort of 
cloak, and the long musket that was borne in a hollow of an 
arm, was just discernible, diverging from the line of the 
figure. The Arab, for such it could only be, was evidently 
gazing on the wreck, and presently he ventured out more 
boldly, and stood on the spot that was clear of bushes. The 
death-like stillness on the beach deceived him, and he ad- 
vanced with less caution towards the spot where the two 
officers were in ambush, stiil keeping his own eye on the 
ship. A few steps brought him within reach of Captain 
Ti-uck, who drew back his arm until the elbow reached his 
own hip, when he darted it forward, and dealt the incautious 
barbarian a severe blow between the eyes. The Arab fell 
like a slaughtered ox, and before his senses were fairly re- 
covered, be was bound hands and feet, and rolled over the 
bank down upon the beach, with little ceremony, his fire- 
arms remtuning with his captors. 

"That lad is in a category," whispered the captain; " il 
now remams to be seen if there is anotlier." 

A long search was not rewarded with success, and it was 
determined to lead the camel down the path, with a view 
to prevent his being seen by any wanderer in the morning. 

" If we get the lower masts out betimes," continued tha 
captain, " &ese land pirates will have no beacons in sight to 
steer by, and, in a country in which one grain of sand is so 
much like another, they might hunt a week before they made 
a happy land- fall." 

The approach of the two towards the camel was made 
with less caution than usual, the success of their enterprisn 
throwing them oiF their guard, and exciting their spirits. 
They believed in short, that tlieir captive was either a soli- 
tary wanderer, or that he had been sent ahead as a scout, 
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jug. 

" We must be up and at work before the sun, Mr. Leach,' 
said the captain, speaking clearly, but in a low tone, as they 
approached the camel. The head of the animal was tossed ; 
then it seemed to snuff the nir, and it gave a shriek. In the 
twinkling of an eye an Arab sprang from the aand, on 
which he had been sleeping, and was on the creature's back. 
He was seen to look around him, and before the startled 
mariners had time to decide on their course, the beast, 
which was a dromedary trained to speed, was out of sight 
in (he darkness. Captain Truck had thrown forward his 
fowling-piece, but he did not fire. 

" We have no right to shoot the fellow," he said, " and 
our hope is now in the distance he will have to ride to join 
his comrades. If we have got a chief, as I suspect, we will 
make a hosiage of him, and turn him to as much account 
as he can possibly turn one of his own camels. Depend 
on it we shall see no more of them for several hours, and 
we will seize the opportunity to get a little sleep. A man 
must have his watch below, or ho gets to be as dull and as 
obstinate as a lop-maul." 

The captain having made up hia mind to this plan was 
not slow in putting it in execution. Returning to the beach 
they liberated the legs of their prisoner, whom they found 
lying like a log on the sands, and made him mount the 
staging to the deck of the ship. Leading the way into the 
cabin, Mr. Truck examined the fellow by a light, turning 
him round and commenting on his points very much as he 
might have done had the captive been any other animal of 
the desert. 

The Arab was a swarthy, sinewy man of forty, with alt 
his fibres indurated and worked down to the whip-cord mea 
greness and rigidity of a racer, his frame presenting a per- 
fect picture of the sort of being one would fancy suited to 
the exhausting motion of a dromedary, and to the fare of 
ft desert. He carried a formidable knife, in addition to the 
long musket of which he had been deprived, and his prin- 
■jipal garment was the coarse mantle of camel's hair, that 
nerved equally for cap, coat and robe. His wild dark eyes 
gleamed, as Captain Truck passed the lamp before hia face, 
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and it waa sufllciently apparent tliat he fancied a very 
serious inisrortune had befallen liim. As any verbal com- 
miimi;atiori was out of the question, some abortive attempta 
were essayed by the two mariners to make themselves un- 
derstood by signs, which, like some men's reasoning, pro- 
■luced results exactly contrary to what had been expected. 

" Perhaps the poor fellow fancies we mean to eat Iiim, 
Leach," observed the captain, after trying his skill in paii- 
lomima for some time without success ; " and he has some 
grounds for the idea, as he was felled like an ox that rs 
bound to the kitchen. Try and let the miserable wretch 
understand, at least, that we are not eanoibala." 

Hereupon the male commenced an expressive pantomime, 
whicii described, with sufficient clearness, the process of 
sliinning, cutting up, cooking, and eating the carcass of the 
Arab, with the humane intention of throwing a negative 
over the whole proceeding, by a strong sign of dissent at 
the close ; but there are no proper substitutes for the little 
monosyllables of " yes" and " no," and the meaning of the 
mterpreler got to be so confounded that the captain himself 
was mystified. 

" D — n it. Leach," he interrupted, " the man fancies that 
he is not good eating, you make so many wry and oul-of- 
the-way contortions, A sign is a jury-mast for the tongue, 
and every seaman ought to know how to prnctise them, in 
case he should be wrecked on a savage and unknown coast. 
Old Joe Bunk had a dictionary of them, and in calm 
weather he used to go among his horses and horned cattle, 
and talk with (hem by Ihe hour. He made a diagram of 
the language, and had it taught to all us younkers who 
were exposed to the accidents of the bea. Now, I will try 
my batid on this Arab, for I could never go to sleep while 
the honest black imagined we intended to breakfast on 

The captain now rpcommcnced his own explanations in 
the language of nature He too described the process of 
cjoking and eating the prisoner — for this he admitted waa 
nli^ppnsable by way ot preface — and then to show his 
"loiior of ■lUfh iu act he gave i VPry gocd icpie-^entation 
of a pioeess he l>ad often witnessed among his sea ai k pa>t- 
spnafi'f, by wa] ol showing his loathing of cannibalism in 
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general, and of eatiog this Arab in particular. By this time 
the man was tiioroughly alarmed, and by way of commeti 
tary on the captain's eloquence, he began to utter wailings 
in his own language, and groans that were not to be mis- 
lalien. To own the truth, Mr. Truck was a. good deal mor- 
tified with this failure, which, like all olher unsuccessfi;! 
persons, he was ready to ascribe to anybody but himself- 

"I b^n to think, Mr. Leach," he said, "that this fellow 
is too stupid for a spy or a scout, and that, after all, he is no 
more than a driveller who has strayed from bis tribe, from 
a want of sense to keep the road in a desert. A man of the 
smallest information mtist have understood me, and yet you 
perceive by his lamentations and mitcries that he knows no 
more what t said than if he were in another parallel of lati- 
tude. The chap has quite mistaken my character ; for if 1 
really did intend to make a beast of myself, and devour my 
species, no one of the smallest knowledge of human nature 
would think I 'd begin on a nigger ! What is your opinion 
of the man's mistake, Mr. Leach t" 

" It is very plain, air, that he supposes you mean to broil 
him, and then to eat so much of his stealis, that you will be 
compelled to heave up like a marine two hours out ; and, if 
I must say the truth, I think most people would have inferred 
the same thing from your signs, which are as plainly canni- 
bal as any thing of the sort I ever witnessed." 

"And what the devil did he make of yours. Master 
Cookery-Book ?" cried the captab with some heat. " Did 
he fancy you meant to mortify the flesh with a fortnight's 
fast 1 No, no, sir ; you are a very respectable first oflicer, 
but are no more acquainted with Joe Bunk's principles of 
signs, than this editor here knows of truth and propriety. 
It is your blundering maimer of soliloquizing that has set 
ihe lad on a wrong traverse- He has just grafted your own 
idea on my communication, and has got himself into a cate- 
gory that a book itself would not reason him out of, until 
his flight is passed. Logic is thrown away on all ' akeary 
animals," said old Joe Bunk. Hearkee, Leach, I've a mind 
to set the rascal adrift, condemning the gun and the knife 
for the benefit of the captors. I think I should sleep better 
for the certainty that he was trudging along the sand, satis, 
ficd he was not to be barbecued in the morning." 
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There is no use in detaining him, sir, for his mesamalej 
wlio went off on the dromedary, will sail a hundred feet to 
his one, and if an alarm is really to he ^veo to their party, 
it will not come from this chap. He will be unarmed, and 
by taking away his pouch we shall get some ammunition foi 
this gun of his, which will throw a shot as far as Queen 
Anne's pocket-piece. For my part, sir, I think there is no 
great use tn keeping him, for I do not think he would under- 
stand us, if he stayed a month, and went to school the whole 
liirio." 

" You are quite right, and as long as he is among us, we 
sliall be liable Co unpleasant misconceptions ; so cut his lash- 
ings, and set him adrift, and be d d to him," 

The mate, who by this time was drowsy, did as desired, 
and in a moment the Arab was at liberty. At first the poor 
creature did ncrt know what to make of his freedcmi, but a 
smart application, d posteriori, from the foot of Captain 
Truck, whose humanity was of the rough quality of the seas, 
soon set him in motion up the cabin-ladder. When the 
two mariners reached the deck, their prisoner was already 
leaping down the sta^ng, and in another minute his active 
form was obscurely seen clambering up the hank, on gain- 
ing which he plunged into the desert, and was seen no 
more. 

None but men indurated in their feelings by long expo- 
sure would be likely to sleep under the circumstances in 
which these two seamen were placed ; hut they, were both 
too cool, and too much accustomed to arouse themselves on 
sudden alarms, to lose the precicws moments in womanish 
apprehensions, when ^ey knew that all their physical ener- 
^es would he needed on the morrow, whether the Arabs 
arrived or not. They accordingly regulated the look-outs, 
gave strong admonitions of caution to be passed from one 
to another, and then the captain stretched himself in the 
berth of the poor Dane who was now a captive in the 
desert, while Mr, Leach got into the jolly-boat, and was 
pulled off to the launch. Both were sound asleep in less 
Ihan five minutes after their heads touched their tempo rarv 
pillows. 

21 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



The sleep of the weaiy ia sweet. Of ail the party thai 
,ay thus buried in sleep, on the verge of the Great Desert, 
exposed at any moment to an assault from its ruthless arid 
predatory occupanta, but one bethoaght him of the danger ; 
though lie was, in truth, so little exposed as to have rendere<i 
it of leas moment to himself than to most of the others, had 
he not been the possessor of a fancy that served oftener to 
lead him astray than for any purp^Kes that weve useful or 
pleasii^. 'riiis person was in one of the boats, and as they 
lay at a reasonable distance from the land, and the barba- 
rians would not probably have known how to use any craft 
had they even possessed one, he was consequently safe from 
everything but a disehai^ from their long muskets. But 
this remote rbk suificed In keep him aweSce, it being very 
diflerent things to foster malice, circulate gosap, write scur- 
rilous paragraphs, and cant about the people, and to face a 
volley of fire-arms. For the one employment, nature, tra- 
dition, education, and habit, had expressly fitted Mr. Dodge ; 
while for the < ther, he had not the smallest vocation. Al- 
though Mr. Leiich, in setting his look-outs on board the 
boats, had entirely overlooked the editor of the Active 
Inquirer, never before had that vigilant person's inquiries 
been rrjore active than they were throughout the whole of 
that long night, and twenty times would be have aroused the 
party on felse alarms, but for the cool indifference of the 
phle^;niatic seamen, to whom the duty more prt^rly be- 
longed. These brave fellows knew too well the precious 
qualities of sleep to allow that of their shipmates to be cause- 
lessly disturbed by the nervous apprehaisions of one who 
earned with him an everlasting stimulant to lear in the con- 
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therefore, nor was the order of the r^olar watch broken 
until the look-outs in the wreck, agreeably lo their orders, 
awoke Captain Truck and his males. 

It was now precisely at the moment when the firsl, and 
IS it might be thu . fugitive, rays of the sun glide into the 
iiimosphore, and, to use a quaint expression, " dilute its 
darkness." One no longer saw by starlight, or by moonlight, 
(hough a httle of both were still left ; but objects, though 
indistinct arid dusky, had their true outlines, while every 
moment rendered their surfaces more obvious. 

When Captain Truck appeared on deck, his first glance 
was at the ocean ; for, were its tranquillity seriously dis- 
turbed, il would be a death-blow to ail his hopes- Fortu- 
nately, in this particular, there was no change. 

" The winds seem to have put themselves out of breath 
m Che last gale, Mr. Leach," he s^d, " and we are likely 
to get the spars round as quietly as if they were so many 
saw-logs floating in a mill-pond. Even the ground-swell 
has lessened, ' and the breakers on the bar look like the 
ripple of a wash-tub. Turn the people op, sir, and let us 
have a drag at these sticks before breakfast, or we may 
have to broil an Arab yet." 

Mr. Leach hailed the boats, and ordered them to send 
their gang of labourers on shore. He then gave the accus- 
tomed raps on the deck, and called " all hands" in the ship. 
[n a minute the men b^an to appear, yawning and stretch- 
ing their arms — for no one had thrown aside his clothes — - 
most of them launching their sea-jokes right and left, with 
as much indifference as if they lay quietly in the port to 
which they were bound. After some eight or ten minutes 
to shake themselves, and to get " aired," as Mr. Leach 
expressed it, the whole party was again mustei-ed on the 
deck of the Dane, with the exception of a hand or two in 
(he launch, and Mr, Dodge. The latter had assumed the 
oflice of sentinel over the jolly-boat, which, as usual, lay al 
the rocks, to carry such articles off' as might be \vanted 

" Send a hand up into the foretop, Mr. Leach," saia ,ne 
captain, gaping like a greyhound ; " a fellow with sharp 
Ryes ; none of your chaps who read with their noses down 
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tn the cloudy weather of an almanack ; and let uim take a 
look at the Jesert, in search of Arabs." 

Although thb lowei rigging was down and safe in the 
launch, a girt-line, or as Captain Truck in the true Doric of 
his profession pronounced it, a "gunt-Une," was rove at 
each mast, and a man was accordingly hauled up forward 
as soon as possible. As it was still too dusky to distinguish 
far with accuracy, the captain hailed him, and bade him 
slay whore he was until ordered down, and to keep a sharp 
look-out, 

" We had a visit from one chap in the oight," he added, 
" and as he was a hungry-looking rascal, he is a greater 
fool than 1 tliink him, or he will be back before long, after 
some of the beef and stock-fish of the wreck. Keep a bright 
look-out," 

The men, though accustomed to their commander's man- 
iier, looked at each other more seriously, glanced around at 
their arms, and then the information produced precisely the 
effect that had been intended, that of inducing them to apply 
to their work with threefold vigour. 

" hel the boys chew upon that, instead of their tobacco," 
observed the captain to Mx. Leach, as he hunted for a good 
coal in the galley to light his cigar with. " I'll warrant you 
the sheers go up none the slower for the information, des- 
perate philosophers as some of these gentry are !" 

This prognostic was true enough, for instead of gaping 
and stretching themselves about the deck, as had been the 
case with most of them a minute before, the men now com- 
menced their duty in good earnest, calling to each other to 
come to the liills and the capstan-bars, and to stand by the 
heels of the sheers. 

" Heave away !" cried the mate, smiling to see how 
quick the captain's hint had been taken ; " heave round 
with a will, men, and let us set these legs on end, that they 
may walk." 

As the order was obeyed to the letter, the day had not 
fairly opened when the sheers were in their places and 
secured. Every man was all activity, and as their .work 
was directed by those whose knowledge was never at fault, 
a landsman would have been surprised at the readiness 
with which the crew next raised a spar as heavy as tha 



Hc^i^db, Google 



HOMEWARD ROUND. 245 

mainmast, and had it suspended, top and a!l, in the air, 
high enough lo be borne over ihre side. The lowering was 
a trifling affair, and the massive stick was soon lying at its 
length on the sanHs. Captain Truck well knew the great 
importance of this particular spar, Tor he might make out 
with the part of the foremast that remained in the packet, 
whereas, without this mast he could not possihly rig any 
thing of much available use aft. He called out to the men 
therefore, as he sprang upon the staging, to follow him ana 
to launch the spar into the water before they breakfasted. 

" Tjet us make sure of this fellow, men," he added, " Coi 
t is our mainstay. With this slick fairly in our raft, wt 
may yet make a passage ; ao one must think of his teeil 
tili it is out of all risk. This stick we must have, if wi. 
(nake war on the Emperor of Morocco for lis possession.' 

The people knew the necessity for exertion, and they 
worked accordingly. The top was knocked off, and cai- 
ried down to the water ; the spar was then cut round, and 
rolled after it, not without trouble, however, as the trestle 
trees weie left on , but the descent of the sands favoured 
the labour When on the margin of the sea, by thfeaid of 
htnd spikes, the head was got afloat, or so nearly so, as to 
requiie but little force to move it, when a line from the 
boats was fastened ts the outer end, and the top was 
3ecur(,d alongside. 

" Now, clap your hand-spikes under it, boys, and heave 
away '" cried the captain " Heave together and keep the 
stick stiaight — heave, and his head is afloat I — Haul, haui 
away in the boat ' — heave all at once, and as if you were 
giants I — you gained three feet that tug, my hearties — try 
him again, gentlemen, as you are — and move together, like 
girls in a cotdhon — Away with it ! — What the devil are 
jou staring at, in the fore-top there? Have you nothing 
better to do than to amuse yourself in seeing us heave our 
insides out I" 

The intense interest attached to the securing of this spar 
had extended to the look-out in the top, and instead of 
keeping his eye on the desert, as ordered, he was looking 
down at the parly on the beach, and betraying his sympa. 
thy in their efforts by bending his body, and appearing tn 
heave in common with his messmates. Admonished of 
21* 
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his neglect by this sharp rebuke, lie turned round quickiy 
towards the desert, and gave Ihe fearful alarm of "The 

Every man ceased his work, and the ^vhole were on the 
point of rushing in a body towards their arms, whcai the 
greater sfisadiness of Captain Truck prevented it. 

" Whereaway ?" he demanded eternly. 

" On the most distant hillock of sand, may be a mite and 
a half inland." 

" How do they head V 

" Dead down upon us, sir." 

" How do they travel V 

" They have camels, and horses ; all are mounted, sir." 

" What is their number?" 

The man paused, as if to count, and then he called out, 

" They are strong- handed, sir ; quite a hundred I thmk. 
They have brought up, sir, and seem to be sounding about 
them for an anchorage." 

Captain Truck hesitated, and he looked wistfully at the 

" Boys !" said he, shaking his hand over the bit of mas- 
sive wood, with energy, " Ihis spar ia of more importance to 
us than oitr mother's milk m infancy. It is our victuals and 
drink, life and hopes. Let us swear we will have it in spite 
of a thousand Arabs. Stoop to your hand-spikes, and heave 
at the word — heave as if you had a world to move, — heave, 
men, heave!" 

The people obeyed, and the mast advanced more than 
half the necessary distance into the water. But the man 
now called out that the Arabs wrre advancing swiftly to- 
wards the ship. 

*'One riore effort, men," said Captain Truck, reddening 
in the face with anxiety, and throwing down his hat to set 
tlie example in person, — " heave I" 

The men hove, and the spar floated. 

" Now to your arms, boys, and you, sir, in the top, keep 
yourself hid behind the head of the mast. We must be 
ready to show these gentry we are not afraid of them." A 
sign, of the hand told the men in the launch to haul away, 
and the all-important spar floated slowlj across the bar, to 
ioin the raft. 
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T!}c men now liurried up to the ship, a post tliat Captain 
Tniek declared he could maintain against a whole tribe, 
while Mr. Dodge began inoontinently to aeuU (he joily-boat, 
ill the best manner he could, off' to the launch. All re- 
monstrance was useless, as he had got as Car as the bar be- 
fore he was perceived. Both Sir George Tempiemore and 
Mr. Monday loudly denounced him for desertiag the paity 
on the shore in this scandalous manner, but quite without 
sffeet, Mr. Dodge's akill, unfortunately for liis success, did 
not quite equal bis zeal; smd Ikiding, wlien he got on the 
bar, thai he was unable to Iioep the boat's head lo the sea, 
or indeed to manage it at all, he fairly jumped into the 
water and swam luslily towards the iaunch. As he-^was ex- 
perl at this exercise, he arrived safely, cursing in his heart 
ail travelling, the desert, the Arabs, and mankind in general, 
wishing himself quietly back in Dodgeopolis again, among 
his beloved people. The boat drove upcai the sands, of 
course, and was eventually taken care of by two of the 
Montatik's crew. 

As soon as Captain TrucJt found himself mi &s deck of 
the Dane, the arms were distributed among the people. Il 
was clearly his policy not to commence the war, for he had 
nothing, in an aMrnmlive sense, to gain by it, though, with' 
out making any professions, his mind was fully made up 
not to be taken alive, as long as there was a possibility of 
averiing such a disaster. The man aloft gave constant no- 
tice of the movements of the Arabs, and he soon announced 
that they had halted at a pistol's shot from the bank, where 
they were securing thear camels, and that his first estimate 
of their force was true. 

In the mean time, Captain Truck was far from satisfied 
with his position. The bank was higher thwi tlie deck of 
(he slitp, and so near it as to render the bulwarks of little 
use, had those of the Dane be«i of any available thickness, 
which they were not. Then, the position of the ship, lying 
a little on one side, with her bows towards the land, exposed 
hei' to bein}i swept by a raking fire; a cunning eiieniy 
having it in h's power, by making a cover of the bank, to 
pick off hrs men, witli little or no exposure to himself. The 
odds were loo gipat to sally apon the plain, and although 
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the rocks offered a toiefable cover towanis tlie iaitd, they 
Jiad none towards the ship. Divide his force he dared nol 
do, — and by abandoning the ship, he would allow the Arabs 
to seize her, thus commanding the other poalion, besides the 
remainder of the stores, which he was desirous of securing. 

Men think fast m trying circumstances, and although the 
captain was in a situation so perfectly novel, his practical 
knowledge and great coolae^ rendered him an invaluable 
commander to those under hJa orders. 

" I do not know, gentlemen," he smd, addressing his pas- 
sengers and males, " that Vattel has laid down any rule to 
govern this case. These Arabs, no doubt, am the lawful 
owners of the country, in one sense ; but it is a desert — and 
a desert, like a sea, is common prt^erty for the time being, 
to all who find themselves in it. There are no wreck- 
masters in Africa, and probably no law concerning wrecks, 
but the law of the strongest. We have been driven in here, 
moreover, by stress of weather — and thia is a category on 
which Vattel has been very explicit. We have a right to 
the hospitality of these Arabs, and if it be not freely 

accorded, d n me, gentlemen, but 1 feel disposed to take 

just as much of it as I find I shall have occasion for ! Mr. 
Monday, I should like to hear your sentimpjats on this 
subject." 

" Why, sir," returned Mr. Monday, " 1 have the greatest 
confidence in your knowledge. Captain Truck, and am 
equally ready for peace or war, although mv calling is for 
the first I should try negotiation to begm wilh, in, if it be 
practicable, and you will allow me to express an opinion , 
after which I would offer war." 

" 1 am quite of the same mind, sir ; but m what way ar? 
we to negotiate with a people we cannot make understand a 
word we say 1 It is true, if they were versed m the science 
of signs, one might do something with them , but 1 havp 
reason to know that they are as stupid as boobies on all such 
subjects. We shall get ourselves into a category at the first 
pj-oCocol, ns the writers say." 

Now, Mr. Monday thought there was a language that any 
man might understand, and he was strongly disposed to 
profit bv it. In rummaging the wreck, he had discovered a 



Hc^i^db, Google 



HOMEWAKIl BOUND. 219 

case of liquor, besides a cask of Hollands, and he thoughi 
an offering of these might have the effect to put the Arabs 
in good humour at least. 

" 1 have J^nown men, who, treated with dry, in matters 
of trade, wore as obstinate as mules, become reasonable and 
pliable, sir, over a bottle," he s^d, after explaining where 
the liquor was to be found ; " and I think, if we offer the 
Arabs this, after Ihey have been in possession a short time, 
we shall find them better disposed towards us. If it should 
not prove so, I confess, for one, I should feel less reluctance 
in shooting them than before." 

"I have somewhere heard that the Mussulmans never 
driuk," observed Sir George ; " in which case we shall find 
our offering despised. Then there is the difficulty of a first 
possession ; for, if these people are the same as those that 
were here before, Ihey may not thank us for giving them so 
small a part of that, of which they may lay claim to all. 
I'm very sure, were any one to offer rae my patent pistols, 
OS a motive for letting him carry away my patent razors, or 
the East India dressing-case, or any thing else 1 own, I 
should not feel particularly obliged to him." 

"Capitally put. Sir George, and I should be quite of your 
way of thmking, if I did not believe these Arabs might really 
be mollified by a little drink- If i had n proper ambassador 
to send with tfie offering, I would resort to the plan at once." 
Mr. Monday, after a moment's hesitation, spiritedly offered 
to be one of two, to go to the Arabs with the proposal, for 
he had sufficient penetration to perceive that there was little 
danger of his being seized, while an armed party of so 
much strength remained to be overcome — and he had suffi- 
cient nefve to encounter the risk. All he asked was a com- 
panion, and Captain Truck was so much struck with the 
spirit of the volunteer, that he made up his mind to accom- 
pany him himself. To this plan, however, both the mates 
and all the crew, stoutly but respectfully objected. They- 
felt his importance too much to consent to this exposure, and 
neither of the males, even, would be allowed to go on an 
expedition of so much hazard, without a sufficient motive, 
rtiey might fight, if they pleased, but they should not run 
into the mouth of the lion unarmed and unresisting. 
" It is of no moment," said Mr, Monday ; " I could have 
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liked a gentlemen for my companion ; but no one of liio 
brave fellows will have any objection to passing an liour in 
comiJaoy witli sn Arab Sbeik over a Ix)ttle. What say you 
ray lads, will any one of yon volunteer?" 

" Ay, ay, sir !" cried a dozen in a breath. 

" This will never do," interrupted the captain ; " I have 
need of the men, for my heart is still set on these two sticks 
that remtwn, and we have a head-sea and a stiff breeze to 
struggle with in getting back to the ship. By Geoi^,- 1 
have it I What do you say to Mr. Dodge for a companion, 
Mr. Monday? He is used to committees, and likes tlie ser- 
vice : and then he has need of some stimulant, after the 
duelling he has received- Mr. Leach, take a couple of ha Is, 
and go off in the jolly-boat and bring M Dod^e on shore. 
My compliments to him, and tell bim he has I ee u ai i- 
mously chosen to a most honourable and lue atve — ay and 
a popular employment," 

Aa this was an order, the mate did not s pie about 
obeying it. He was soon afloat, and on h aj towards 
the launch. Captain Truck now hailed the top, and in- 
quired what the Arabs were about. The answer was safis- 
fcctory, as they were still busy with their camels and in 
pitching their tents. This did not look much like on imme-, 
diate war, and bidding the man aloft to g^ve timely notice 
of their approach, Mv. Trut;k fended he might still have 
time to shift his slieers, and to whip out the mizzen-mast, and 
he accordingly set about it without further delay. 

As every one worked, as it might be for life, in fifteen 
minutes this light spar was suspended in the falls. In ten 
more its heel was clear of the bulwarks, and it was lowered 
on the sands almost by the run. To knock off the top and 
roll it down to the water took but a few mhiutes longer, and 
then the people were called to their breakfast ; the sentinel 
aloft reporting that the Arabs were employed in the same 
manner, and- in milking their camels. This was a fortunate 
relief, and every body ate in peace, and in the full assurance 
that those whom Ihey so much distrusted were equally en- 
gaged in the same pacific manner. 

Neither the Arabs nor the seamen, however, lost miy 
unnecessary hme at the meal. The tbrmer were soon re- 
ported to lie coming and going in parties of liftecn or twenty, 
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arriving and departing in an eastern directtor. Oosasion 
ally a sJDgle runner went or cgme alone, on a fleet drome- 
dary, as if communications were held with other bodies 
which fey de^>er in the desert. All this intelligence rec- 
dered Captain Truck very uneasy, and he thought it tinw 
seriously to take some decided measures to bring this 
maiter to an issue- Still, as time gained was all in his 
favour if improved, he first ordered the men to begin to 
shift the sheers forwM^, in hopes of being yet able to 
carry off the foremast; a apar tjiai would be exceedingly 
useful, as it would save the necessity of fishing a new head 
to the one which stili stood in (he packet. He then went 
aside with his two nmbassadors, with a view to give his in- 
structions. 

Mr. Dodge had no sooner found himself safe in the launch 
than he felt his courage revive, and with his courage, his 
ingenuity, self love and assurance. While in the water, a 
meeker man there was not on eaith ; he had even some 
doubts as to the truth of all his favourite notions of liberty 
and equality, for men think fast in danger, and there was 
an instant when he might have been easily persuaded to ac- 
knowledge himself a demagogue and a hypocrite in his ordi- 
nary pi-actices ; one whose chief motive was self, and whose 
besetting passions were envy, distrust and mdice; or, in 
other words, very much tiie creature he was, Sliame came 
next, and he eagerly sought mi excuse for the want of man- 
liness he had- betrayed; but, passing over the language he 
had held in the launch, and the means Mr. Leach foLiod to 
persuade him to land again, we shall give his apology in hia 
own words, as he now somewhat hurriedly delivered it, to 
Capbun Trudi, in his own person. 

" I must have misunderstood your arrangement, captain," 
he said ; " for somehow, though Atno I do not exactly know 
— but smnekow the alarm of the Arabs was no sooner given 
than I felt as if I ought to be in the launch to be at my post ; 
but I suppose it was because I kuew that the sails and spars 
that brought us here are mostly there, and that this was the 
spat to he most resolutely defended, I do think, if they 
bad waded off to us, i should have fought like a tiger I" 

" No doubt you would, my dear sir, and like a wild ca! 
oo! Ve «il make mistakes in judgment, in war, and in 
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politica, and no fact is betier known than thai (he best wil 
diers in the end are they who give a little ground at ih« 
first attack. But Mr. Leach has explained to jou the plan 
of Mr. Monday, and I rely on your spirit and zeal, wbicii 
there is now an excellent opportunity to prove, as before it 
was only demonstrated." 

" If it were only an opportunity of meeting the Arabs 
sword in hand, captain." 

"Pooh I pooh! my dear friend, lake too swords if you 
choose. One who is full of fight can never get the ijatlle 
on his own terms. Fill the Arabs with the schnajin of the 
poor Dane, and if they should make the smallest ayn)plom 
of moving down towards us, I rely on you to give the 
alarm, in order that we may be ready for them. Trust to 
us for the overture of the piece, as 1 trust lo you for the 
overtures of peace." 

" In what way can we possibly io this, Mr. Monday ? 
How can we give the alarm in season? 

"Why," interposed the unmoved captain, "you ma) 
just shoot the sheik, and that will be killing two birds with 
one stone ; you will take your pistols, of course, and blaze 
away upon them, starboard and larboard ; rely on it, we 
shall hear you." 

" Of that I make no doubt, but I rather distrust the pru- 
dence of the step. That is, 1 declare, Mr, Monday, it looks 
awfully like tempting Providence! I begin to have con- 
scientious scruples, i hope yoii are quite certain, captain, 
there is nothing in all this against the laws of Africa? Good 
moral and religious influences are not to be overlooked. My 
niind is C|uite exercised- in the premises !" 

" You are much too conscientious for a diplomatic man," 
said Mr. Truck, between the puffs at a fresh cigar. "You 
need not shoot any of the women, and what more does a 
man want t Come, no more words, but to the duty heaiiily. 
Ev 3ry one expects it of you, since no one can do it half 
>io well ; and if you ever get back to Dodgeopolis, there 
will be matter for a paragraph every day of the year for 
the next sis months. If any thing serious happen to you, 
Irust to me to do your memory justice," 

" Captain, captain, this trifiing with the future is blas- 
nhemousl Men seldom talk of death with impunity, and 
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it really horla my feelings to touch on such awful subjects, 
Hii lightly. I will go, for I do not weil see how the mattei 
i.s to"be helped ; but let ua go amicably, and with such pre- 
sents as will secure a good reception and a safe jelurn." 

" Mr. Monday takes the liquor-case of tjie Dane, and you 
arc welcome to any thing that is left, but the foremast 
That I shall fight for, even if lions come out of the deperl 
to help the Arabs." 

Mr. Dodge had many more objections, some of which he 
urged openly, and more of which he felt in his inmost spirit. 
Rut for the unfoiHinate dive into the water, he certainly 
would have pleaded his immunities as a passenger, and 
plumply refused to be put forward on such an occasion ; but 
lie felt that he waa a disgraced man, and thai some decided 
act of spirit was necessary to redeem his character. The 
neutrality observed by the Arabs, moreover, greatly en- 
couraged him ; for he leaned to an opinion Captain Truck 
had expressed, that so long as a strong-armed party re- 
mained in the wreck, tJie sheilt, if a man of any moderation 
and policy, would not piwceed to violence. 

" You may tell him, gentlemen," continued Mr. Truck, 
•' that as soon as I have whipped the foremast out of the 
Dane, I will evacuate, and leave him the wreck, and all it 
contains. The slick can do him no good, and I want it in 
my heart's core. Put this matter before him plainly, and 
there is no doubt we shall part the best friends in the world. 
Remember one thing, however, we shall set about lifting the 
spar the moment you quit ua, and should there be amy signs 
of an attack, give us notice in season, that we may take to 

TJy this reasoning Mr. Dodge suffered himself to be per- 
suaded to go on the mission, though his ingenuity and fears 
supplied an additional motive thai he took very good care 
not to betray. Sliould there be a battle, he knew he would 
be expected to fight, if he remained with his own party, and 
if with the other, he miglit plausibly secrete himseif until the 
afFair was over; for, witii a man of his temperament, 
dvotitua! slavery had less horrors than immediate death. 

When Mr. Monday and his co-commissioner ascended the 
hank, bearing the case of liquors and a few light o"' 
"hat the latter had found in the wreck, it was just a 
22 
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crew, assured that the Arabs still remained tranquil, had 
seriously set about pursuing their great object. On the 
margin of the plain, Captain Truck took his leave of tne 
amt^ssadjra, though he remained some time to reconnoitre 
the appearance of things in the wild-looking camp, which 
was plawd within two hundred yards of the spot on which 
he stood. The number of the Arabs had not certainly been 
exaggerated, and what gave him the most uneasiness was 
the fact that parties appeared to be constantly communi- 
cating with more, who probably lay behind a ridge of sand 
that bounded the view leas than a mile distant inland, as 
they ail went and came in that direction. After wailing to 
see his two eneoyes m the very camp, he stationed a look- 
out on the bank, and returned to the wreck, to hurry on the 
all- important work. 

Mr. Monday was the efficient man of the two commis- 
sioners, so soon as they were feirly embarked in their enter- 
prise. He was strotig .of nerves, and without imagination to 
fancy dangers where they were not very obvious, and had a 
great faith in the pacific virtues of the liquor-case. An 
Arab advanced to meet them, when near the tents ; and 
although conversation was quite out of the question, by pure 
force o^ gesticulations, fuded by the single word " sheik," 
they succeeded in obtaining an introduction to that personage. 

The inhatjitanfs of the desert have been so often described 
that we shall assume they are known to our readers, and 
proceed with our narrative the same as if we had to do with 
Christians. Much of what has been written of the hos- 
pitality of the Arabs, if true of any portion of them, is hardly 
true of those tribes which frequent the Atlantic coast, where 
the practice of wrecking would seem lo have produced the 
same effect on their habits and morals that it is known to 
produce elsewhere. But a ship protected by a few weather- 
worn and stranded mariners, and a ship defended by a strong 
and an armed party, like that headed by Captain Truck, 
presented very difierenf objects to the cupidity of these bar- 
barians. They knew the great advantage they possessed 
by being on their ovm ground, and were content to awail 
evimts, in preference to risking a doubtful contest. Several 
of the party had been at Itogadore, and oilier part;^, and had 
BtMjuired tolerably accitrate ideas of the power of vessels , 
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[tnd as they were confident the men now m work at the 
wreck had not the means of carrying away the cargo, their 
own principal object, curiosity and caution, connected with 
f.crtaiti pians that were already laid among their leaders, 
kept them quiet, for the moment at least. 

These people were not so ignorant as lo require to be 
told that some other vessel was at no great distance, and 
iheir scouts had been out in ail directions to ascertain the 
fact, previously to taking their ultimate measures ; for the 
sheik himself had some pretty just notions of the force of a 
vossel of war, and of the danger of contending with one. 
The result of his policy, therefore, will better appear in the 
course of the narrative. 

The reception of the two envoys of Captain Truck was 
masked by that smiling and courteous politeness which 
seems to diminish as one travels west, and to increase as 
he goes eastward ; though it was certainly less elaborate 
than would have been found in the palace of an Indian 
rajah. The 8heilt.was not properly a sheik, nor was the 
party composed of genuine Arabs, though we have thus 
etyled them from usage. The first, however, was a man in 
Authority, and he and his followers possessed enough of the 
origin and characteristics of the tribes east of the Red Sea, 
to be sufficiently described by the appellation we have 
adopted. 

Mr. Monday and Mr. Dodge were invited by signs to be 
iseateJ, and refreshments were offered. As the last were 
not particularly inviting, Mr. Monday was not slow in pro- 
ducing his own offering, and in recommending its quality, 
by setting an example of the way in which it ought to be 
treated. Although Mussulmans, the hosts did not scrupio 
about lasting the cup, and ten minutes of pantomime, pota- 
tions, and grimaces, brought about a species of intimacy 
between the parlies. 

The man who had been so unceremoniously captured 
the previous night by Captain Truck, was now introduced, 
and much curiosity was manifested to know whether his 
account of the disposition in the strangers lo eat their feilow- 
ireatures was true. The inhabitants of the desert, in llie 
course of ages, had gleaned certain accounts of mariners 
eating (hen shipmates, from their difleren! captives, and 
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vague tradidona lo that effect existed among them, whhh 
the tale of this man had revived. Had the sheik kept a 
journal, like Mr. Dodge, (he result of thesti inquiries would 
probably have been some entries concerning the customs 
and characters of the Aniericans, that were quite aa ori- 
ginal as those of the editor of (he Active Inquirer concern 
ing the different nations he had visited. 

Mr. Monday paid great attention to the pantomime of 
the Arab, in which that worthy endeavoured to explain the 
disposition of Caplaia Truckto make a barbecue of him: 
when it was ended, he gravely informed his companions 
that the sheik had' invited them to stay for dinner, — a pro- 
position that he was dispo; 
ness of Mr. Dodge viewed 
conformity of opinion that 
of the science of signs, he 
as the poor Arab himsel — 
that he fancied that the 
meal of himself. Mr. Moi 

brandy nersonage, scouted die luca, aim Lnuugiu mc ihjillci 
settled, "by pointing to two or three young camels and ask- 
ing the editor if he thought any man, Turk or Christian, 
would think of eating one so lank, meagre, and uninviting, 
as himself, when thoy had so much capital food of another 
sort at their elbow. "Take your share of the liquor while 
it is passing, man, and set your heart at ease aa to the 
dinner, whicb I make no doubt will be substantial and 
decent. Had I known of the favour intended us, I should 
have brought, out the sheik a service of knives and forks 
from Birmingham; for be really seems a well-disposed and 
gem le man -like man. A very capital fellow, I dare say, 
we shall find him, after he has had a few camel's steaks, 
and a proper allowance of scknaps. Mr. Sheik, I drink 
your health with all my heart." 

The accidenta of life could scarcely have brought to- 
gether, in circumstances so peculiar, men whose characters 
were more completely the converse of each other than Mr, 
Monday and Mr, Dodge, They were, perfect epitomes of 
two large classes in their respective nations, and so diamet- 
rically opposed lo each other, that one could hardly recognise 
in thwn scions from a common stock. The first was dull, 
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ohstinate, straight-forward, hearty id Ins manners, and not 
without sincerity, though wily in a bargain, with all hia 
seeming franlfneas; the Inst, distnistfiil, cnnning rather Jian 
quick of comprehension, insincere, fawning when he thi/Ught 
Ills interests concerned, and jealous and detracting a£ all 
other times, with a coldness of exterior that had at least the 
merit of appearing to avoid deception. Both were violently 
orejudiced, though in Mr. Monday, it was the prejudice of 
old dogmas, in religion, polities, and morals; and in the 
other, it was the vice of provincialism, and an education thai 
was not entirely free from the fanaticism of the seventeentn 
century. One consequence of this discrepancy of character 
was a perfectly opposite manner of viewing mattera in this 
interview. While Mr, Monday was disposed to take things 
amicably, Mr. Dodge was all suspicion ; and had they then 
returned to the wreck, the last would have called to arms, 
while the first would have advised Captain Truck to go out 
and visit tho sheik, in the manner one would visit a re- 
spectable and agreeable neighbour. 



CHAPTER XX 



Thimgs were in this state, the sheik and his guests com- 
municating by signs, in such a way as completely t« 
mystify each other; Mr. Monday drinking, Mr. Dodge con- 
jecturing, and parties quitting the camp and arriving every 
ten minutes, when an Arab pointed eagerly with his finger 
in the direction of the wreck. The head of the foremast 
wEis slowly rising, and the look-out in the top was clinging 
to the spar, which began to cant, in order to keep himself 
from falling. The sheik affected to smile; but he was evi- 
dently disturbed, and two or three messengers wore aiml out 
23* 
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into thf! camp. In the meanwhile, the spar began to lower, 
and was soon entirely eonoeaJed beneath the batik. 

It was now apparent that the Arabs thought the rnomenl 
had arrived when it wcs thdr policy to interfere. The sheik, 
therefore, lefi his guests to be entertained by two or three 
others who had joined in the potations, and making the best 
assurances he could by meaii.s of signs, of his cMitinuecl 
amity, he lei^ the tent. Laying aside all his arms, attended 
by two or three old men like himself, he wejit boldly to the 
plank, and descended quietly to the sands, where he found 
.Captain Truck busied in endeavouring to get the spar into 
the water. The top was already afloat, and the sticlt itself 
was cut round in the right position for rolling, when the foul 
but grave- looking barbarians appeared among the workmen. 
As the latter had been apprised of their approach, and of 
the fact of their being unarmed, no one left his employment 
to receive them, with the exception of Captain Ti-uck him- 
self. 

" Bear a hand with the spar, Mr. Leach," he said, " while 
I entertain these gentlemen. It is a good sign tliat they 
come to us without arms, and it shall never be said that wo 
are behind them in civility. Half an hour will settle our 
aflairs, when th^e gentry are welcome to what will be lef\ 
of the Dane. — Your servant, gentlemen; I'm glad to gco 
you, and beg the honour to shake hands with all of you, 
from the oldest to the youngest." 

Although the Arafe understood nothing that was said, 
they permitted Captain Truck to give each of them a hearty 
shake of the hand, smiling and muttering their own compli. 
raenta with as much apparent good will as was manifested 
by the old seaman himself. 

" God help the Danes, if they have fallen into servitude 
among those blackguards 1" said the captain, aloud, while he 
was shaking the sheik a second time most cordially by the 
hand, " for a fouler set of thieves I never laid eyes on. 
Leach. Mr. Monday has tried the virtue of the scAnaps on 
them, notwithstandmg, for the odour of gin is mingled with 
that of grease, about the old scoundrel. — Roll away at the 
spur, boys I half-a-dozen more such heaves, and you will 
have him in hi"- native element, as the nowsi)iipera call it. — 
I'm glad to aeo you, gentlemen; we are badly pT as to 
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"Sir." 

" Any movement among the Arabs ^" 

" About thirly have just ridden baolt into the desert, 
mounted on camels, sir ; nothing more." 

" No signs of our passengers V 

" Ay, ay, sir. Here comes Mr. Dodge under full sail, 
heading for the bank, as straight as he can lay his course !' 

" Ha ! — Is he pursued t" 

The men ceased their worlt, and glanced aside at Iheir 
anns. 

" Nol at ail, sir. Mr. MoniJay is calUng afier him, and 
tlie Arabs seem to be laughing. Mr. Monday la just splic- 
ing the miun-brace with one of the rascals." 

" Let the Atlantic ocean, then, look out for itself, for Mr. 
Dodge will be certain to run over it. Heave -away, my 
hearties, and the stick will be afloat yet before that gentle- 
man is fairiy docked." 

The men worked with good mil, but their zeal was far 
less efficient than that of the editor of the Active Inquirer, 
who now broke through the bushes, and plunged down the 
bank with a velocity which, if continued, would have car- 
ried him to Dodgeopolia itself within the month. The Arabs 
started at this sudden apparition, but perceiving that those 
around them laughed, they were disposed to lake the inter- 
ruption in good part. The look-out now annoimced the ap- 
proach of Mr. Monday, followed by fifty Arabs ; the latter, 
however, being without arms, and the former without bia 
hat. The moment was critical, but the steadiness of Cap- 
tain Truck did not desert him. Issuing a rapid order to the 
second mate, with a small party previously selected for that 
duty, to stand by the arms, he urged the rest of the people 
to renewed exertions. Just as this was done, Mr. Monday 
appeared on the bank, with a bottle in one hand and a glass 
in the other, calling aloud to Mr. Dodge to return and drmk 
with the Arabs. 

" Do not disgrace Christianity in this unmannerly way," 
he iaid ; " but show these gentlemen of the desert that we 
iiiow wliat pvoprielv is. Captain Truck, I beg of you lo 
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urge Ml. Dodge to return. I was about to sing the Araba 
' God save the King,' and in a few more minutes we should 
have had ' Rule Britannia,' when we should have been the 
best friends and comjianioas in the world. Captain Truck, 
I've the honour to drink your health." 

Bui Captain Truck viewed the matter differently. Both 
his ambassadors were now safely back, Ibr IVIr. Monday 
came down upon the beach, followed, it is true, by all the. 
Arabs, and the mast was afloat. He thought it belter, 
therefore, that Mr. Dodge should remain, and that the twc 
parties should be as quietly, but as speedily as possible, sepa- 
mled. He ordered the hauling line to be fastened to the 
mast, and as the stick was slowly going out through the surf, 
he issued the order for the men to collect their implements, 
take their arms, and to assemble in a body at the rocks, 
where the jolly-boat atili lay, 

" Be quick, men, but be steady ; for there are a hundred 
of these rascals on the beach already, and all the last-comers 
are urmed. We might pick up a few more useful things 
from fhe wreck, but the wind is coming in from the west- 
ward, and our principal concern now will be to save what 
we have got. Lead Mr. Monday along with you. Leach, foi 
he is so full of diplomacy and sckrtaps just now that he for- 
gets his safety. Aa for Mr. Dodge, I see he is stowed away 
in the boat already, as snug as the - ground-tier in a ship 
loaded with molasses. Count the men off, sir, and see thai 
no one is missing." 

By this time, the state of things on the beach had under- 
gone material changes. The wreck was fiili of Arabs, some 
of whom were armed and some not ; while mauls, crows 
hand-spikes, purchases, coils of rigging, and marling-spikes 
were scattered about on the sands, just where they had been 
dropped by the seamen. A party of fifty Arabs had collected 
around the rocks, where, by this time, all the mariners 
were assembled, intermingling with the" latter, and appa- 
rently endeavouring to maintain the friendly relations which 
had been established by Mr. Monday- As a portion of 
these men were also armed, Captain Truck disliked (heir 
proceedings ; but the inferiority of his numbers, and the 
aisadvanlage under which he was placed, compelled him to 
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.esort lo management rather tliaii force, in order to exlricate 
himseif. 

The Arabs now crowded around and intermingled with 
the seamen, thronged the ship, and hned the bank, to tlie 
number of more iWi two hundred. It beeame evident that 
their true force had been underrated, and that additions 
wore constantly malting to it, from those who lay behind 
the ridges of sand. All those who appeared last, had arms 
of one kind or another, and several brought fire-arms, 
which they gave to the sheik, and to those who had firs*, 
descended to the beach. Still, every face seemed amicable, 
and the men were scarcely permitted to execute their orders, 
from the frequent interruptions to exchange tokens of friend- 
But Captain Truck llilly believed that hostilities were in- 
tended, and although he had suffered himseif in some mea- 
sure to be surprised, he set about repairing his error with 
great judgment and admirable steadiness. His first step 
was to extricate his own people from those who pressed 
upon them, a thing that was effected by causing a few to 
taJte a position, that might be defended, higher among the 
racks, as they afforded a good deal of cover, and which 
communicated directly with the place where they had 
landed ; and then ordering the remainder of the men to fall 
back singly. To prevent an alarm, each man was called 
ofi' by name, and in this manner the whole party had got 
within the prescribed limits, before the Arabs, who were vo- 
ciferating and talking altogether, seemed to be aware of the 
movement. When some of the latter attempted to follow, 
they were gently repulsed by the sentinels. All this lime 
Captain Truck maintained the utmost cordiality towards the 
shpik, keeping near him, and amongst the Arabs himself. 
The work of plunder, in the meaiitime, had begun in earnest 
ui the wreck, and this he thought a favourable symptom, as 
men thus employed would be less likely lo make a hostilG 
attack. Still he knew that prisoners were of great account 
among these barbarians, and that an attempt to low the raft 
off from the land, in open boats, where his people would be 
exposed to every shot from the wreck, would subject them lo 
he greatest danger of defeat, were the former disposed lo 
prevent it. 
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Having reflected a lew minules on 
Truck issued his hnal uiders The jolly-boat might carry 
•k dozen men at need, though ihey would be crowded and 
inuLh evposed lo hre , and he, therefore, caused eight to get 
into her, and to pull out to the launch, Mr. Leach went 
with ihia party, for the double purpose of directing its move- 
ments, and of being separated from hia commander, in 
order that one of those who were of so much importance 
to the packet, might at least stand a chance of being saved. 
This separation also was effected without aidrming the 
Arabs, though Captain Truck observed that the sheik 
watched the proceeding narrowly. 

As soon as Mr. Leach had reached the launch, he caused 
a light kedge to be put into the jolly-boat, and coils of the 
lightest rigging he had were laid on the top of it, or were 
made on (he hows of the launch. As soon as this was 
done, the boat waa pulled a long distance off from the land, 
paying out the ropes first from the launch, and then from 
the boat itself, until no more of the latter remained. The 
kedge wps then dropped, and the men in the launch began 
to haul in upon the ropes that were attached to it. As the 
jolly-boat returned immediately, and her crew joined in 
(he work, the lino of boats, the kedge by which they had 
previously ridden having been first raised, began slowly to 
recede from the shore. 

.Captain Truck had rightly conjectured the effect of this 
movement. It was so unusual and so gradual, that the 
launch and the raft were warped up to the kedge, before 
the Arabs fully comprehended its nature. The boats were 
now more than a quarter of a mile from the wreck, for Mr. 
Leach had run out quite two hundred fathoms of small 
rope, and of course, so distant as greatly to diminish the 
;langer from the muskets of the Arabs, though still within 
reach of their range. Near an hour was passed in effect- 
ing this point, which, as the sea and wind wore both rising, 
couid not probably have been efiected in any other manner, 
half as soon, if at all. 

Th(f state of the weather, and the increasing turbulence 
of the barbarians, now rendered it extremely desirable to 
all on the rocks to be in (heir boats again. A very mode- 
*ate blow would compel them lo abandon their hard-eained 
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advantages, and it began to be pretty evident, from the 
manners of those around them, that amity codd not much 
longer be maintained. Even the old sheik retired, and, in- 
Biead ol' going to the wreck, he joined the party on the 
beach, where he was seen in earnest conversation with 
several other old men, all of whom geaticufated vehemently, 
as they pointed towards the boats and to the party on the 
rocks. 

Mr. Leach now pulled in towards the bar, with both the 
joily-boats and the cutter, having only two oars each, half 
his men being left in the launch. This was done that the 
people might not be crowded at the critical moment, and 
Chat, at need, there might be room to fight as well as to row ; 
all these precautions having been taken in coosequeoce of 
Captain Truck's previous orders. When the boats reached 
the rocks, the people did not hurry into them ; but a quarter 
of an hour was passed in preparations, as if they were in- 
different about proceeding, and even then the joUy.boat 
alone took in a portion, and pulled leisurely withokil the 
bar. Here she lay on her oars, in order to cover the pas- 
sage of the other boats, if necessary, with her fire. The 
cutter imitated this manoeuvre, and the boat of the wreck 
went last. Captain Truck quitted the rock after all the 
others, though his embarkation was made rapidly by a 
prompt and sudden movement. 

Not a shot was fired, however, and, contrary to his own 
most ardent hopes, the captain found himseif at the launch, 
with all his people unhurt, and with all the spars he had so 
much desired to obtain. The forbearance of the Arabs 
was a mystery to him, for he had fully expected hostilities 
would commence, every moment, for the last two hours. 
Nor was he yet absolutely out of danger, though there was 
time to pause and look about him, and to take his succeed' 
ing measures more deliberately. The first report was a 
scjircity of both food and water. For both these essenliab 
ihe men had depended on the wreck, and, in the eagerness 
to secure the foremast, and subsequently to take care of 
themselves, these important requisites had been overlooked, 

Suite probably, too, as much from a knowledge that the 
fontauk was so near, as from hurry. Still both were es- 
tiemely dfcsirable, if not indispensable, to men who had the 
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[jrospoct of many hours' hard work before them ; an<i Cdp- 
tajn Truck's firsl impulse was to despatch a boat to the 
ship for suppKes. Thb intentioa was reluctantly aban- 
dooed, however, on account of the threatening appearance 
uf the weather. 

There was no danger of a gale, but a smart sea breeze 
was beginning to set in, and the surface of the ocean was, 
as usual, getting to be agitated. Changing all his plans 
Ih fo e the C pt ■ t ed h' d' te attention to th 

1 ly t h 11 po p 

W ca m w h aid ; " but if we 

I h k h ce f g any more will 

d d b m II T k y th raft, Mr. Leach, 

d d bl II th 1 h wh 1 I e thai we get an 

IE g II tl w d y m hall need it, and 

even then he worse oS than we could wi=h." 

The mate passed upon the raft, and set about securing 
all the spars by additional fastenings ; for the working, 
occasioned by the sea, already rendered them loose, and 
liable to separate. While thb was in train, the two jolly- 
boats took in lines and kedges, of which, luckily, they had 
one that was brought from the packet, besides two fouad in 
the wreck, and pulled off into the ocean. As soon as ono 
kedge was dropped, that by which the launch rode was 
'.ripped, and the boats were hauled up to it, the other joliy- 
boat proceeding on to renew the process. In this manner, 
in the course of two more hours, the whole, raft and ail, 
were warped broad off from the land, and to windward, 
quite two miles, when the water became so deep that Cap- 
tain Truck reluctantly gave the order to cease. 

" 1 would gladly work our way into the offing in this 
mode, three or four leagues," he said, " by which means 
we might make a fair wind of it. As it is, we mual ge( all 
clear, and do as well as we can. Rig the masts in the 
launch, Mr. Leach, and we will see what can be done with 
(his dull crafl we have in tow." 

While this order was in course of execution, the glass 
was used to ascertain the manner in which the Arabs were 
occupied. To the surprise of all in the boats, every soul 
tl' them had disappeared. The closest scrutiny could not 
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delect one near Iho wreck, on the iieac'i, nor even at the 
Bpot where the tents had so lately stood. 

" They are all off, by George I" cried Captain Truck, 
when fully satisfied of the fact. " Camels, tents, and Arabs ! 
The rascals have loaded their beasts already, and most 
probably have gone to hide their plunder, that they may bo 
back and make sure of a second haul, before any of their 
precious brother vultures, up in the sands, get a scent 

of the carrion. D a the rogues ; I thought at one 

time they had. me ia a category ! Well, joy be with them ! 
Mr. Monday, I return you my hearty thanks for the manly, 
frank, and diplomatic manner in which you have discharged 
the duties of your mission. Without you, we might not 
hnvB succeeded in getting the foremast. Mr. Dodge, you 
have the high consolation of knowing that, throughout this 
trying occasion, you have conducted yourself in a way no 
other man of the party could have done." 

Mr, Monday was sleeping off the fumes of the scknaps, 
hut Mr. Dodge bowed to the complhnent, and foresaw iv.any 
capital things for the journal, and for the columns of the 
Active Inquirer. He even began to meditate a book. 

Now comrnenced much the most laborious and critical 
part of the service that Captain Truck had undertaken, if 
we except the collision with the Arabs — that of towing all 
the heavy spars of a large ship, in one raft, in the open sea, 
near a coast, and with the wind blowing on shore. It is true 
he was strong-handed, being able to put ten oars in tho 
launch, and four in al! the other boats ; but, after making 
sail, and pulling steadily for an hour, it was discovered that 
all their exertions would not enable them to reach the ship, 
if the wind stood, before the succeeding day. The drift to 
leeward, or towards the beach, was seriously great, every 
heave of Ae sea setting them bodily down before it; and by 
flio time they were half a mile to the southward, they were 
obliged to anchor, in order to keep clear of the breakers, 
which by this time extended fully a mile from shore. 

Decision was fortunately Captain Truck's leading quality. 
He foresaw the length and seerity of the struggle that was 
hefore tliem, and the men had not been pulhng ten minutes, 
before he ordered Mr. Leach, who was in the cutter, to casi 
off his line and to come alongside the launch. 
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" Pull back to the wreck, sir," he said, " and bring off at! 
yaa can lay hands on, in the way of bread, water, and 
other comforts. We shall make a night of it, 1 see. We 
will keep a look-out for you, and if any Arabs heave in 
eight on Ihe plain, a musket will be fired ; if so many as lo 
render a hint fo abscond necessary, two muskets will I'o 
fired, and the mainsail of the launch will be furled for two 
minutes; more time than that we cannot spare you." 

Mr. Leach obeyed thb order, and with great success. 
Luckily the cook had left the coppers full of food, enough 
U) last twenty-four hours, and this had escaped the Aral», 
who were ignorant where to look for it. In addition, there 
was plenty of bread and water, and " a bull of Jamaica" 
bad been discovered, by the instinct of one of the hajida, 
which served admirably to keep the people in good humour. 
This timely supply had arrived just as the launch anchored, 
and Mr. Tructi welcomed it with all his heart ; for without 
il, he foresaw he should soon be obliged to abandon hLs 
precious prize. 

When the people were refreshed, the long and laborious 
process of warping off the land was resumed, and, in the 
course of Iwo hours more, the raft was got fully a league 
into the oiBng, a shoal permitting the kedges to be used 
farther out this tjrr>e than before. Then sail was again 
made, and the oars were once more plied. But the sea still 
proved their enemy, though they had struck the current 
which began to set them south. Had there been no wmd 
and sea, the progress of the boats would now have been 
comparatively easy and quick; but these Swo adverse 
powers di-ove them in towards the beach so fast, that they 
had scarcely made two miles from the wreck when they 
were compelled a second time to anchor. 

No alternative remained but to keep warping off in this 
manner, and then to profit by the otfing they had made as 
well aa they could, the result bringing them at isunset nearly 
up with the headland that shut out the view of their own 
i-essel) from which Cap'aio Truck now calculated that he 
was 'distant a little less than two leagues. The wind had 
freshened, and though it was not by itny means so strong as 
to render the sea dangerous, it increased the toil of the men 
10 such a degree, that he reluctantly determined to seek out 
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a propKi anchorage, and to give his wcdriyd people some 

It was not in the power of the seamen to carry their m(l 
into aay haven, for to the northward of the head-laod, or on 
the side on which they were, there was no reef, nor any bay 
to affoiti them shelter. The coast was one continued wav 
ing line of sand-hanks, and in most places, when there vi as 
a wind, the water broke at the distance of a mile from tho 
beach ; the precise spot where the Dine had stranded h « 
vessel, having most probably been chu^en for thtl puipose, 
with a view to save the lives of the people Under theie 
circumstances nothing remained but to warp ifl agam to a 
safe distance, and to secure the boats as wdi as they could 
for the night. Iliia was effected by eight o'clock, and Cap- 
tain Truck gave the order to let go two additional kedges, 
bang determined not to strike adrift in the darluiess, if it 
was in his power to prevent it. When this was done, the 
people had their suppers, a watc^i was set, and the remain- 
der went to sleep. 

As the three passengers had been exempted from the toi!, 
they volunteered to look out for the safety of the boats until 
midnight, in order that the men might obtain as much rest 
as possible ; and half an hour ailer the crew were lost in the 
deep slumber of seamen. Captain Truck and these gentlemen 
were seated in the 5auncli, holding a dialogue on the events 
of the day. 

" You found the Arabs conversable and ready at the cup, 
Mr. Monday ?" observed the captain, lighting a cigar, which 
with him was a never-fiiiling sign for a gossip. " Men that, 
if they had been sent to school young, taught to dance, and 
were otherwise civilized, might make reasonably good ship 
mates, in this roving world of ours V 

" Upon my word, sir, I look upon the sheik as uncommon 
gentlemanlike, and altogether as a good fellow. He took 
his glass without any grimaces, smiled whenever he said any 
thing, though I could not understand a word he said, and 
answered all my remarks quite as civilly as if he spoke 
English. I must say, I think Mr. Dodge manifested a warn 
of consideration in quitting his company with so little cere- 
mony. The gentleman was hurt, ITl answer for it, and he 
would say as much if he could only make out to explain 
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himself od the subject. Sir George, I regret we had iicl the 
honour of your company on the occasion, for i have been, 
told these Arabs have a proper respect for the nobility and 
gentry. Mr. Dodge and myself were but poor substitutes 
for a gentleman like yourself." 

The trained humility of Mr. Monday was little to the liking 
of Mr. Dodge, who by the sheer force of the workings of 
envy had so long been endeavouring to persuade others that 
he was the equal of any and every other man — a delusion, 
however, .in which he could not succeed in persuading him- 
self to iall into — and he was not slow in exhibiting the feel- 
ing it awakened. 

" Sir George Templemore has loo just a sense of the rights 
of nations to make this distinction, Mr. Monday," he said. 
"If I left the Arab sheik a little abruptly, it was because 1 
dialilted his ways ; for I take it Africa is a free country, ana 
that no man is obliged to remain longer in a tent than it suits 
his own convenience. Captain Truck knows that I was 
merely running down the beach to inform him that the sheik 
intended to follow, and he no doubt appreciates my motive," 

" Ifnot, Mr, Dodge," put in the captain, " like other patriots, 
you must trust to posterity to do you justice. The joints and 
sinews are so differently constructed in different men, thai 
one never knows exactly how to calculate on speed; but this 
much I will make atKdavit to, if you wish it, on reaching 
home, and that is, Ihat a better messenger cotild not be found 
'.han Mr. Steadfest Dodge, for a man in a hurry. Sir 
Tieorge Templemore, we have had but a few of your 
tpinions since you came out on this expedition, and I should 
be gratified to hear your sentiments concerning the Arabs, 
and any thing else that may suggest itself at the moment." 

"Oh, capJwh! I think the wretches odiously dirty, and 
judging from appearances, I should say sadly deficaent in 
comforts." 

" In the way of breeches m particular; for I am inclined 
(o think. Sir George, you are master of more than are to 
be found in their whole nation. Well, gentlemen, one must 
certainly travel who wishes to see the world; but for this 
sheer down here upon the coast of Africa, neither of ua 
might have ever known how an Arab lives, and what a nim- 
ole wrecker he makes. For my own part, if the choice lay 
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I filling the office of Jemmy Duclis, on board (he 
Montauli, and (hat of sheik in this tribe, I should, as ve say 
in America, Mr. Dodge, leave it to the people, and do all in 
my power to obtain the first situation. Sir George, I'm afraid 
all diese courUy tongues, as Mr. Dodge calls them, in the 
way of wind a.nd weather, will quite knock the butTalo hunt 
on the Prairies in the head, for this (all at least." 

" I beg, Captt m Truck, you will not discredit my French 
in this way, I do not call a disappointment ' cmaUy tojiguea,' 
but 'contra tomsi' the phrase probably coming from some 
person of the name of torn, who was cmtra, or opposed to 
every one else." 

" Pevfectly explained, and as clear as bilge-water. Sir 
George, has Mr. Dodge mentioned to you the manner in 
which these Arabs enjoy life? The gentlemen, by way of 
saving dish-water, eat half-a-dozen at a time out of the same 
plate. Quite republican, and altogether without pride, Mr. 
Dodee, in their notions!" 

"Why, eir, many of their habits struck me as being sim- 
ple and praiseworthy, during the short time I remained in 
their country ; and I dare say, one who had leisure to study 
them might find materials for admiration. 1 can readily 
imagine situations in which a man has no right to appro- 
priate a whole dish lo himself." 

" No doubt, and he who wishes a (hing so unreasonable 
mus( be a great hog! What a thing is sleep! Here are 
these fine fellows as much lost to their dangers and toils aa 
if at home, and lucked in by their careflil and pious mothers 
Little did the good souls who nursed them, and sung pious 
songs over their cradles, fancy the hardships (hey were 
bringing them up to! But we never know our fates, or mise- 
rable dogs most of us would be. Is it not so. Sir George ?" 

The baronet started at (his appeal, which crossed the 
qiiain( ■Inind of the capdin as a cloud darkens a sunny view, 
and he muttered a hasty expression of hope that there was 
now no particular reason to expect any more serious ob- 
stacles to their reaching the ship. 

" It is no( an easy thing to tow a heavy raft in light boats 
like (hese, exactly in the direction you wish i( (o go," re- 
timed the captain, gaping. " He who trusts to the winds and 
waves, (rusts ait uncertain friend, and one who may f^l him 
23* 
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at the very moment when there ig most need of their services. 
Fair as things now seem, I would give a thousand dollars 
of a small stock, in which no single dollar has been lightly 
earned, to see these spars safely on board the Montauk, and 
snugly fitted to their proper places. Sticks, gentlemen, are 
to a ship what limbs are to » man. Without them she rolls 
and tumbles about as winds, currents, and seas will; while 
with them she wallcs, and dancea, and jumps Jim Crow; ay, 
almost talks. The staniling rigging are the bones and 
gristle; the running gear the veins in which her life cir- 
culates; and the blocks the joints." 

" And which is the heart 1" asked Sir George- 

" Her heart is the master. With a sufficient commander 
no stout ship is ever lost, so long as she has a foot of water 
beneath her false keel, or a ropeyarn left to turn to account." 

" And yet the Dane had all these." 

" All but the water. The best craft that was ever launch- 
ed, is of less use than a single camel, if laid high and dry 
on tlie sands of Africa. These poor wretches truly ! And 
yet their fate might have been ours, though 1 thought little 
of the risk while we were in the midst of the Arate. It is 
still a mystery to me why they let us escape, especially as 
they so soon deserted the wreck. They were strong-handed, 
loo ;. counting all who came and went, I think not less than 
several hundreds." 

The captain now became silent and thoughtful, and, as 
the wind continued to rise, he began to feel uneasiness about 
his ship. Once or twice he expressed a half-formed deter- 
mination to pull to her in one of the light boats, in order to 
look afler her safety in person, and then he abandoned it, as 
he witnessed the rising of the sea, and the manner in which 
the massive raft caused the cordage by which it was held to 
strain. At length he too fell asleep, and we shall leave him 
and his party for awhile, and return to the Montaiik,»to gii<i 
in account of what a;curred on board that shi(). 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



Nothing beside remains! Hound thu deaiv 
Of that co^al wreck, boundless anu Uro. 
Tiie limo and Jeve! sands stretch hi away. 

As Cnptain Truck was so fully awarp, of Uie importance 
ur rapid movements to tlie success of his enterprise, it will 
}.«- remeanbered that he left in the ship no seaomn, no ser- 
vant, except Saunders the steward, and, in short, no men but 
the two Messrs, Effingham, Mr. Sharp, Mr- Biimt, aad ■Aie 
other person just maitioiied. If to these be added, Eve 
Effinghium, Mademoiselle Viefville, Ann Sdley, and a French 
femme de ckambre, tfie whole party will be enumerated. Al 
first, it had been die intaition of the master to leave oae of 
his mates behind him, but, encouraged by the secure berds 
he had found for his vessel, the gteat strength of his moor- 
ings, the little hold the winds and waves couid get of spars 
so robbed of their proportions, and of a hull so protected by 
the reef, and feeling a certain confidence in the knowfed^ 
of Mr. Blunt, who, several times during the passage, had 
betrayed a great fiimiliarity wiUi ^ips, he came to tlw jieci- 
eion named, and had formally placed thu last named gentle- 
man io fall charge, ad itaertm, of the Montauk. 

There was a solemn and exciting interest in the situati«i 
of those who remained in the vessel, after the party of bust 
iing seamen had left them. The night came in bland anii' 
tranquil, and although there was no moon, they widlssd the 
dock for hours with strange sensations of enjoyment, mingled 
wilb those of loneliness and desertion. Mr. Effingham and 
bis co'isin retired to tfieir rooms long before the others, who 
jiontimied their exercise with a freedom and an absence of 
restraint, thtU they had not before felt, since aubjecled to the 
confinement of the ship. 

" Our situation is at least novel," Eve observed, " for a 
party of Parisians, Viennois, Romans, or by whatever namH 
we may be properly styled." 
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" Say Swiaa, then," returned Mr. Ulunl ; " for I believe 
that even thu cosmopolite has a claim to choose his favoiiiite 



Eve undevatood the atlusion, which cai-ried her back to 
the sveeks (hey had passed in company, amoni; the grand 
scenery of the Alps; but she would not betray the con- 
sciousness, for, whatever may be the ingenuousness of a 
female, she seldom loses her sensltivenSsa on the subject of 
her more cherished feelings. 

" And do you prefer Switzerland lo all the other coun- 
tries of your acquaintance?" asked Mf. Sharp; "England 
I leave out of the question, for, though we, who belong lo 
the island, see so many charms in it, it must be conceded 
Chat strangers seldom join us very heartily in its praiaes. 
I think most travellers would give the palm to Italy." 

"I am quite of the same opinion," returned the other; 
*' and were I to be confined to a choice of a residence for 
life, Italy should be my home. Still, 1 think, that we like 
change ia our residence, as well as in the seasons. Italy 
is summer, and one, I fear, would weary of even an eternal 

"Is not Italy rather autumn, a country in which the 
harvest is gathered, and where one begins already to see 
the fall of the leaf?" 

" To me," said Eve, " it would be an eternal summer ; as 
things are eternal with young ladies. My ignorance would 
be always receiving instruction, and my tastes improve- 
ment. But, if Italy be summer, or autumn, what is poot 
America ?" 

".Spring of course," civilly answered Mr. Sharp, 

" And, do you, Mr. Blunt, who seem to know all parts 
of the world equally well, agree in giving ciiir country, otji 
nouotry at least, this encouraging title?" 

." It is merited in many respects, though there are others 
m which the term winter would, perhaps, be better applied. 
America is a country not easily understood ; for, in some 
particulars, like Minerva, it has been born full-grown: 
while, in others, it is certainly stil! an infant." 

" In what particulars do you especially class it with (he 
'atter V inquired Mr. Sharp. 

" In strength, lo commence," answered the other, sliglitty 
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emiling ; "in opinions, too, and io lasles, and perhaps in 
knowledge. As to the latter essential, however, and prac- 
tical thiLigs as well as in tlie commoner comforts, America 
may well claim to be in midsummer, when compiired with 
other nations. I do not think you Americans, Miss Effing- 
ham, at the head of civilisation, certainly, as so many of 
your own people fancy ; nor yet at the bottom, as so many 
of those of Madenroiselle Viefville and Mr. Sharp so piously 
believe." 

" And what are the notions of the countrymen of Mr. 
lilunt, on the subject?" 

" As far from the truth, perhaps, ss any other. I per- 
ceive there exist some doubts as to the place of my na- 
tivity," he added, after a pause that denoted a hesitation, 
which all hoped was to end in hia setting the matter at rest, 
by a simple statement of the fact ; " and I believe I shall 
profit by the circumstance, to praise and condemn at plea- 
sure, since no one can impeach my candour, or Jmpult, 
either to partialities or prejudices." 

" That must depend on the justice of your judgments. 
In one thing, however, you will have me on your side, and 
thai is In giving the pas to delicious, dreamy Italy 1 Though 
Mademoiselle Viefville will set this down .as Use majeste 
against eker Paris ; and I fear, Mr. Sharp will think even 
London injured," 

" Do you really hold London so cheap ?" inquired the 
latter gentleman, with more interest than he himself was 
quite aware of betraying, 

" Indeed, no. This would he to discredit my own taster 
and knowledge. In a hundred things, 1 think London quite 
the finest town of Christendom, it is not Rome, certainly, 
and were it in ruins fifteen centuries, I question if people 
would flocx «J the banks of the Thames Io dream away ex- 
istence among its crumbling walls; but, in conveniences, 
beauty of verdure, a mixture of park-like scenery and archi- 
tecture, Bad in magnificence of a certain sort, one would 
hardly know where to go to find the equal of London." 

" You say nothing of its society. Miss Effingham 1" 

" it would be presuming, m a girl of my limited experience 
to speak of this. I hear so much of the good sense of the 
nation, that I dare not say aught against its society, and it 
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would be affectation for me to pretend to commeud it ; but 
Eis for youv females, judging by my own poor means, they 
Btrilte me as l>eing singtilarlv well cultivated and accom- 
plished ; and yet " 

" Go on, I entreat you. Recollect we have solemnly de- 
cided in a general congress of states to be cosmopolites, until 
eafe within Sandy Hook, and tliat la franchise is the atot 
dWdre." 

" Well, tben, I should not certainly describe you English 
as a talking peopSe," continued Eve, laughing. " In the 
way of society, you are quite as agreeable as a people, who 
naver iaugh and seldom speak, can possibly make them- 
selves." 

" Et les jeunes Ai)ierica,ine& V said Mademoiselle Vief* 
viile, laconically. 

" My dear mademoiselle, your question is terrific ! Mr. 
Blunt has informed me that thty actually giggle I" 

" Quelle horreur .'" 

"It is bad enough, certainly; but I ascribe the report to 
oalumny. No; if I must speak, let me have Paris for its 
society, and Naples for its nature. As respects New Yoik, 
Mr. Blunt, I suspend my judgment." 

" Whatever may be the parficular merit which shall most 
attract your admiration in favour of the great emporium, as 
the grandiloquent writers term the capital of your own stale, 
I think I can venture (o predict it will be neither of those 
just mentioned. Of society, indeed. New York has posi- 
tively none : like London, it has plenty of company, which 
\a disciplined something like a regiment of militia composed 
of drafts from different brigades, and which sometimes mis- 
takes the drum-major for the colonel." 

" I had fancied you a New Yorker, until now," ohser\c=d 
Mr. Sharp. 

" And why not now? Is a man to be bliad to facts as 
evident as the noon-day sun, because he was boin here or 
there 1 If I have told you an unpleasaut troth, Miss Effing- 
ham, you must accuse la franchise of the offende I hplieve 
you are nol a ^[a^hattanese ?" 

" I am a mountaineer ; having been born at my father'a 
country residence." 
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" This gives me courage then, for no ono here will have his 
filial piety shocked." 

*' Not even yourself 3" 

" As &ff myself," returned Paul Blunt, " it is settled 1 
am a cosmopolite in fact, while you are only a cosmopcJjte 
by convention. Indeed, 1 question if 1 might take the si^me 
iihCTties with either Paris or London, thai i am about to lake 
with palmy Mwihattan. 1 should have little confidence in 
the forbearaiiCfJ ?f my auditors: Mademoiselle Viefville 
would hardly forgive me : were I to atteilipt a orifidsni on 
the first,for instance." 

" C'es( impossible / you could not. Monsieur Blunt ; tous 
paries trap bien Framiais not to love Parts." 

" I do love Paris, mademoiselle ; and, what is more, 1 love 
Londres, or even la Nouvelle Yorck. As a cosmopolite, I 
claim this privilege, at least, ttiough I can see defects in all. 
If you will recollect, Miss Effingham, that New Yorli is a 
social bivouac, a place in which families encamp instead of 
troops, you will see the imposaibility of its possessing a 
gracefiji, weilofdered, and cultivated society. Then (he 
town is commercial ; and no place of mere commerce can 
well have a reputation for its society. Such an anomaly, I 
believe, never existed. Whatever may be the usefulness of 
trade, I fancy few will cMitend that it is very graceful." 

" FlOTaiee of old?" said Eve. 

" Floraice and her commerce were peculiar, and the 
relations of things change with circumstances. When 
Florence was great, trade was a monopoly, in a few hands, 
and so conducted as to remove the princ^ls from immedi- 
ate contact with its atfairs. The Medici traded in spices and 
silks, as mea'traded in politics, through agaita. They pro- 
baWy never saw their ships, or had any ferther connexion 
with their commerce, than to direct ils spirit. They were 
more like the legislator who enacts laws to regulate trade, 
than the dealer who fingers a sample, smells at a wine, oi 
nibbles a grain. The Medici were merchants, a class of 
men altogether different from the mere factors, who buy of 
one to sell to another, at a stated advance in price, and all 
of whose enterprise consists in extending the list of saf,- 
eustomers, and of doing what is called a ' regular business.' 
Monopolies do hai'm on tiie whole, but they certainly elevate 
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Ihe favoured few. The Medici and the Strozzi iven; bcith 
princes and merchants, while those around tliem were [jriit- 
cipally dependants. Competition, in our day, has let in 
thousands to share in the heae&ts ; and tlie pursuit, while it 
is enlarged as a whole, has suffered in its parts by division." 

"You surely do not complain that a thousand are com- 
fortable and respectable to-day, for one that was il magni- 
fico three hundred years since 3" 

" Certainly not. I rejoice in the change ; but we must 
not confound naihes with things. If we have a thousand 
mere factors for one merchajit, society, in tlte general signi- 
fieation of the word, is clearly a gainer ; but if we had one 
Medici for a thousand factors, society, in ita particular signi- 
iication, might also be a gainer. All I mean is, that, in 
lowering the pursuit, we have necessarily lowered its quaii- 
fications ; in other words, every man in trade in New York, 
is no more a Lorenzo, ■ than every printer's devil is a 
Franklin." 

" Mr. Blunt cannot be an American !" cried Mr. Sharp ; 
" for these opinions would be heresy," 

"Jamais, Jamaii," joined the governess. 

" You constantly forget the treaty of cosmopolitism. Bui 
a capital error is abroad concerning America on ihiK very 
subject of commerce. In the way of merchand^e alone, 
there is not a Christian maritime nation of any extent, that 
has a smaller portion of its population engaged in trade of 
this sort than the United States of America. The nation, as 
a nation, ts agricultural, though the state of transition, in 
which a country in the course of rapid settlement must 
always exist, causes more buying and selling of real pro- 
perty than is usual. Apart from this pecwliarity, the Amcri- 
caJis, as a whole people, have not the common European 
proportions of ordinary dealers." 

" This is not the prevalent opinion," said Mr. Sharp. 

" It is not, and the reason is, that all American towns, oi 
nearly all that are at all known in other countries, are 
purely commercial towns. The trading portion of a com- 
munity is always the concentrated portion, too, and of 
[!Ours«!, in the absence of a coiirt, of a political, or of a 
jodal capital, if has the greatest power to make itself heant 
and felt, until there is a direct appeal to tho other classes 
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The elections commonly show quite as little sympatiiy 
between the majority and ihe commercial class as is con- 
sistent with the public welfare. In point of fad, America 
liaa b«t a very small class of real merchants, me;i who are 
the cause and not a consequence of commerce, though she 
has exceeding activity in Ihe way of ordinary traffic. The 
portioB of her people who are engaged as factors,— for lhi<i 
IS the true calling of the man who b a regular agenS 
between the common producer and the common consumer, — 
are of a high class as factors, but not of the high class of 
merchants. The man who orders a piece of silk to be 
manufactured at Lyons, at three francs a yard, to sell it in 
Ihe regular course of the season to the retailer at three 
francs and a half, is no more a true merchant, than the 
attorney, who goes through the prescribed forms of the 
court in his pleadings, is a barrister." 

" I do not think these sentiments will be very popular at 
home, as Mr. Dodg« says," Eve laughingly remarked ; 
"but when shall we reach that home I While we are 
wilting of these things, here are we, in an almost deserted 
ship, within a mile of (he great Desert of Sahara ! How 
beautidil are the stars, mademoiselle I we have never before 
seen a vault so studded with brilliants." 

" That must be owing to the latitude," Mr, Sharp ob- 
served. 

" Certainly. Can any one say in what latitude we are 
precisely!" As Eve asked this question, she unconsciously 
turned towards Mr. Blunt ; for the whole party had silently 
come to the conclusion that he knew more of ships and 
navigation thnn all of them united. 

" I believe we are not far from Iwenly-four, which js 
bringing us near the tropics, and places us quite sixteen 
degrees to the southward of our port. These two affairs 
of the chase and of the gale have driven us fully twelve 
hundred miles from the course we ought to have taken." 

" Fortunatel J , mademoiselle, there are none to feel ap- 
prehensions on our accouDi, or, none whose interest will be 
so keen as to create a very lively distress. I hope, gentle- 
men, you are equally at ease on this score?" 

This was the first time Eve had ever trusted herself to 
pot an interrogatory that might draw froni Paul Blunt any 
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" To that, and to the fact that, I believe, we could not 
muster as much as a pocket-pistol to defend ourselves 
with, everything in the shape of fire-arms having been 
sent with the party in the boats." 

" Might we not lie on the beach, here, for days, even 
weeks, inquired Mr. Sharp, " without being discovered by 
the Arabs V 

" ! fear not. Mariners have told me that the barbarians 
hover along the shores, especially after gales, in the hope 
of meeting with wrecks, and Chat it is surprising how soar. 
thay gain intelligence of any disaster. It is seldom there is 
ven an opportunity to escape in n boat." 

" I hope here, at least, we are safe ?" cried Eve, in a 
little teri'or, and shuddering, as much in playfulness as in 
real alarm. 

" I see no grounds of concern where we are, so long aa 
we can keep the ship off the shore. The Arabs have no 
boats, and if they had, they would not dare to attack a ves- 
sel that floated, in one, unless aware of her being as truly 
helpless as we'happen at this moment to be." 

" This is a chilling consolation, but I shall trust in yoni 
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good care, gentlemen. Mademoiselle, it is drawing ncai 
midnight, I believe.'' 

Eve and her companion then courteously wished the twn 
young men good night, and retired lo (heir state-rooms ; Mr- 
Sharp remained an hour longer with Mr. Blunt, who had un- 
dertaken to wateh the first few hours, conversing with a light 
heart, and gwly ; for, though there was a secret conscious- 
ness of rivalry between these two young men on the subject 
of Eve's favour, it was a generous and manly competition, 
in which each did the other ample justice. They talked of 
their travels, their views of customs and nations, their ad- 
ventures in different countries, and of the pleasure each had 
feit in visiting spots renowned hy association or the arts ; 
but not a word was hazarded by either concerning the young 
oreafure who had just left them, and whom each still saw 
m his mind's eye, long after her light and graceful form had 
disappeared. At length Mr. Sharp went telow, his compa- 
nion insisting on being left alone, under the penalty of re- 
maining up himself during the second watch. From this 
time, for several hours, there was no other noise in the ship 
than the ti'ead of the solitary watchman. At the appointed 
period of the night, a change took place, and he who had 
watched, slept; while he who had slept, watched. Just as 
day dawned, however, Paul Blunt, who was in a deep sleep, 
felt a shake at his shoulder. 

" Pardon me," cautiously whispered Mr. Sharp : " I fear 
we are about to have a most unpleasant interruption to our 
solitude." 

" Heavenly powers ! — Not the Arabs ?" 

" I fear no less : but it is still too dark to be certain of the 
fact. If you will rise, we can consult on the' situation in 
which we are placed. I beg you lo be quick." 

Paul Blunt had hastily risen on an arm, and he nriw 
passed a hand over his brow, as if to make certain that ht 
was awake. He had not undressed himself, and in ano- 
ther moment he stood on his feet in tlie middle of the state- 

" Th^s is too senous to allow of mistake. We will not 
sJarm her, then ; we will not give any alarm, sir, until cer- 
inia of the calamity." 

" In that I entirely agree with you," returned Mr. Sharp 
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whu wa« perfectly caiin, though evidenllj dislreased. "1 
may be mistaken, and wish your opinion. All on board hut 
us two are in a profound sleep." 

The other drew on his coat, and in a minute both were 
on deck. The day had not yet dawned, and the light was 
scarce sufficient to distinguish objects even near as those on 
the reef, particularly when they were stationary, Therocks, 
themselves, however, were visible in places, for the tide was 
out, and most of the upper portion of the ledge was bare. 
The two gentlemen moved cautiously to the bows of the 
vessel, and, concealed by the bulwarlts, Mr. Sharp pointed 
out to his companion the objects that had given him the 

" Do you see the pointed rock a little to the right of the 
spot where the Itedge is placed?" he said, pointing in the 
direction that be meant. " It is now naked, and I am quitH 
cenain there was an object on if, when I went below, that 
has since moved away." 

"it may have been a sea-bird; for we are so neai 
the day, some of them are probably in motion. Was il 

■' Of the size of a man's head, apparently ; but this is by 
no means all. Here, farther to the north, I distinguished 
three objects in motion, vrading in the water, near the point 
where the rocks are never bare." 

" They may have been herons ; the bird is often foimd in 
these low latitudes, I believe. I can discover nothing." 

"I would to Grod, I may have been mistaken, though I dp 
not think I could be so much deceived." 

Paul Blunt caught his arm, and held it like one who lis- 
tened intently, 

" Heard you that?" he whispered hurriedly. 

" It sounded like the clanking of iron," 

Looking around, the other found a handspike, ana passing 
swiftly up the heel of the bowsprit, he stood between tho 
knight-heads. Here he bent forward, and looked intently 
towards the lines of chains which lay over the bulwarks, aa 
bow-fasts. Of these chains the parts led quite near each 
(riher, in parallel lines, and as the ship's moorings were taut, 
they were hanging in merely a slight curve. From the mcks, 
nr the place where the kedgea were laid to a point, wilhi/i 
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tliirtj feel of the ship, the&e chains Wf if dulttd with living 
beiaga crawUng cautiously upward. It was even easy, at a 
second look, to perceive that they were men stealthily ad- 
vancing on their hands and feet. 

Raising the handspikej Mr. Blunt sLruek the chains seve- 
ral violentblows. The effect was to cause the whole of the 
A.rabs — for it could be no others — sudilenly to cease advanc- 
ing, and to seat themselves astride the chams. 

" This is fearful," said Mr. Sharp ; " but we must die, 
riilher than permit them to reach the ship." 

" We must. Stand you here, and if they advance, strike 
the chains. There is not an instant to lose-" 

Paul Blunt spoke hurriedly, and, giving the other the 
handspike, he ran down to the bitts, and commenced loosen- 
ing the chains from their fastenings. The Arabs heard the 
clanking of the iron-rings, as he threw coil after coil on the 
deck, and th^ did not advance. Presentiy two parts yieldeil 
together beneath them, and then two more. These were the 
signals for a common retreat, and Mr. Sharp now plainly 
counted fifteen human forms as they scrambled back towarda 
the reef, some hanging by thfeir arms, some half in the wa- 
ter, and others lying along the chains, as best they might. 
Mr, Blunt having loosened the chains, so as to let their bights 
fall into the sea, the ship slowly drifted aslero, and rode by 
her cables. When this was done, the two young men stood 
together in Bilence on the forecastle, as if each felt that al! 
which had just occurred was some illusion. 

" This is indeed terrible," exclaimed Paul Blunt. " We 
have not even a pistol left ! No means ol' defence — nothing 
but this narrow belt of water between us and these barba- 
rians ! No doubt, too, they have fire-arms ; and, as soon as 
1 is light, they will render it unsafe to remwn on deck." 

Mr. Sharp took the hand of his companion and pressed it 
fervently. " God bless you !" he said in a stifled voice. 
" God bless you, for even this brief delay. But for this 
happy thought of yours. Miss Effingham — the others — we 
should all have been, by this time, al the mercy of these 
remorsel^s wretches. This is not a moment for false pride 
or pitiful deceptions- I think either of us would willingly 
die to rescue tiiat beautiful and innocent creature from ii fate 
like this whic:h threatens her in Lommon with ourselves 'i" 
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'* Ciieerfully would 1 lay down my iife to Im assured that 
she tva9, at this instant, safe in a civilized and Chrlijllan 
country." 

These generous young men squeezed each other's hands, 
dnd at that moment no feeling of rivalry, or of compeiilion 
even, entered the heart of either. Both were influenced by 
a pure and ardent desire to serve the woman they loved, and 
it would be true to say, that scarce a thought of any but Eve 
was uppermost in fheir minds. Indeed so engrossing was 
their common care in her behalf, so much more terrible than 
that of any other person did her fate appear on being cap- 
tured, that they forgot, for the moment, there were others in 
the ship, and others, too, who might be serviceable in arrest- 
ing the very calamity they di-eaded. 

" They may not be a strong party," said Paul Blunt, 
after a lilUe thought, " in which case, failing of a suipriae, 
they may not be able to muster a force sufficient to hazard 
an open attack until the return of the boats. We have, 
God be praised ! escaped being seized in our sleep, and 
made unconscious victims of so cruel a fate. Fifteen or 
twenty wilt scarcely dare attempt a ship of this size, with- 
out a perfect knowledge of our feebleness, and particularly 
of our want of arms. There is a light gun on board, and 
It is loaded ; with this, too, we may hold them at bay, by 
not betraying our weakness. Let us awake ihe others, for 
this is not a moment for sleep. We are safe, at least, for 
an hour or Iwo ; since, without boats, they cannot possibly 
find the means to board us in less than that lime." 

The two young men went below, unconsciously treading 
lightly, hke those who moved about in the presence of an 
impending danger. Paul Blunt was in advance, and to his 
great surprise he met Eve at the door of the ladies' cabin, 
apparently awaiting their approach. She was dressed, for 
apprehension, and the novelty of their situation, had caused 
her to sleep in most of her clothes, and a few jnomenls had 
sufficed for a hasty adjustment of the toilet. Miss Elfing- 
ham was pale, but a concentration of all her energies 
seemed to prevent the exhibition of any womanly terror, 

" Something is wrong !" she said, trembling in spilo of 
herself, and laying her hand unwittingly on the arm of 
Paul Blunt; "1 heard the heavy fall of iron on the deck," 
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"Compose yourself, dca M Effin 1 mpo 

yourself, I entreat you. I a ha w h m 

B, waken the gentlemen." 

" Tell me the worst, Pow I n pi e y la q 1 — 
I think I am equal, to hear ng 

" I fear your imagioatio ha a^ a 1 1 d ng 

"The coast ■!" 

" Of that there is no can f app h n B Th -.e 
is calm, and ouv fasts are p f iy g d 

' The boats V 

" Will doubtless be back in good time." 

"Surely — surely," said Eve, recoiling a step, as if she 
saw a monster, " not the Arabs 1" 

" They cannot enter the ship, though a few of them arc 
hovering about us. But for the vigilance of Mr. Sharp, 
indeed, we might have all been captured in our sleep. As 
it is, we have warning, and there is now little doubt of out 
being able to intimidate the few barbarians who have shown 
themselves, until Captain Truck shall return." 

" Then from my sool, I thank you, Sir George Temple- 
more, and f th' d ffi "11 ive the thanks 
of a fath d h p J !l b m you have so sig- 
nally ser d 

" Nay M BT I i ! bifid this interest i.i 

me so gr lib I h h dly I I ea to lessen your 
gratitude h p 1 g juster direction. 

Bui for th p mp d f M PI — is I now find I 
ought to dd es h m M P w — w h Id truly bave'al! 
been lost 

" We 11 dp by its, gentlemen. 

You hav b h d d h I thanks, and if 

you will awaken my father and Mr. John Effingham, i will 
arouse Mademoiselle Viefville and my own women. Surely, 
Burely, this is no time to sleep !" 

The summons was given at the st^te-room doors, and 
the two young men returned to the deck, for they felt it was 
not safe lo leave it long at such a moment. All was qoila 
tranquil above, however, nor could the utmost scrutiny now 
delect the presence of any person on the reef. 

"The rocks are cut olT from the shore, farther to tha 
wuthward by deeper water," said Paul Blunt — for we. shall 
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oontinue to call both geatlemen, exce.jil on particular oova.. 
sions, by their noTos de guerre — " and when the tide is up 
the place cannot be forded. Of this the Arabs are proba- 
bly aware; and having failed in their first attempt, they 
will probably retire to the beach aa the water is rising, for 
they might not like to be left on the riband of toclt thai 
will remain in face of the force that would be likely to be 
found in such a vessel." 

" May they not be acquainted with the absence of most 
of our, people, and be benl upon seizing the vessel before 
they can return?" 

" That indeed is the gloomy side of the conjecture, and 
il may possibly be too (rue ; but as the day is beginning to 
break, we shall soon learn the worst, and anything is 
better than vague distrust." 

For some time the two gentlemen paced the quarter-deck 
together in silence. Mr. Sharp was the first to speak, 

"The emotions liatural to such an alarm," he said, 
" have caused Miss Effingham to betray an incognito of 
mine, that I fear you find sufficiently absurd. It was quite 
accidental, I do assure you; as much so, perhaps, as it 
waa motiveless." 

" Except as you might distrust American democracy," 
returned Pant, snuiling, " and feel disposed lo propitiate it 
by a temporary sacrifice of rank and title." 

" I declare you do me injustice. My man, whose name 
is Sharp, had taken the state-room, and, finding myself 
addressed by his appellation, 1 had the weakness to adopt 
il, under the impression it might be convenient in a packet. 
Had 1 anticipated, in the least, meeting with the Effing- 
hams, I should not have been guilty of the folly, for Mr 
and Miss Effingham are old acquaintances." 

"While you are thus apologising for a venial offence, 
you forget it is to a man guilty of the same error. I knew 
your person, from .havmg seen you on the Continent ; and 
finding you disposed lo go by the homely name of Sharp, 
in a moment of thoughtlessness, I took its counterpart, 
Blunt. A travelling name is Kometimes convenient, though 
sooner or later I fancy all deceptions bring with them their 
uwn punishments." 

" It is certain that falsehood requires to be supported by 
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falsehood. Having commenced in untvuth, would it not be 
expedient to persevere until we reach America ? I, at ieast, 
iHonot now assert a right to my proper name, without 
depoMng an usurper!" 

" h will be expedient for you, certainly, if it be only to 
escape the homage of that double-distilled democrat, Mr. 
Dodge As for myself, few care enough about me to 
lender it a matter of moment how I am styled ; ihough, on 
the whole, I should prefer to let things stand as they are, 
for reasons I cannot wel! explain. " 

No more was said on the subject, though both under 
stood that the old appellations were (o be temporarily 
continued. Just as this brief dialogue ended, the rest of 
the party appeared on deck. Ali preserved a forced calm- 
ness, though the pa-leness of the Indies betrayed the intense 
anxiety they felt. Eve struggled with her fears oo account 
of her father, who had trembled so violently, when the 
truth was first told him, as to be quite unmanned, but who 
now comported himself with dignity, though oppressed with 
apprehension almost to anguish. John Effingham was 
stern, and in the bitterness of his first sensations he had 
muttered a few imprecations on his own folly, in suffering 
himself to he thus caught without arms. Once the terri- 
ble idea of the necessity of sacrificing Eve, in the last 
resort, as an expedient preferable to captivity, had flashed 
across his mind ; but the real tenderness he felt for her, 
and his better nature, soon banished the unnatural thought, 
fatill, when he joined the party on declt, it was with a 
general but \ague impression, that the moment was at 
hind when circumstinces had required that they were all 
t-> die together No one was more seemingly collected 
thai MademoLselle "Viefville. Her life had been one of 
ifufii^e and =he had now made up her mind that it was 
ti pass away in a scene of violence ; and, with a species of 
heroism that is national, her feelings had been aroused to 
a sort of Roman firmness, and she was prepared to meet 
her fate with a composure equal to that of the men. 

These were the first feelings and impressions of those who 
bad been awakened from the security of the night, to hear 
the tale of tlieir danger ; but they lessened as the party col- 
ecled in the open air, eind began to examine into their «itua- 
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Uuii bv (neans of tile steadily increasing iiglit. As ihe day 
advanced, Paul Blunt, in particular, carefully examined the 
loclis npar the ship, even ascending to the Ibretop, I'rom 
which elevation he oveilooked the whole line of the reef;an<i 
something like hope revived in every bosom, when he pro- 
clidmed the joyful intelligence tliat nothing having life was 
yisible in that direction, 

" God be praised I" he s£ud with fervour, as his foot 
touched the deck again on descending ; " we have at least a 
respite from the attacks of these barbarians. The tide has 
risen ao high that they dare not stay on the rocks, lest they 
might be cut off; for they probably think us stronger than 
we are, and armed. The light gun on the forecastle is 
loaded, gentlemen, though not shotted ; for there are no shot 
in the vessel, Saunders tells me ; and I would suggest the 
propriety of tiring it, both to alarm the Arabs, and as a 
signal to our friends. The distance from the wreck is not 
so great but it might be heard, and I think they would at 
least send a boat to our relief- Sound flies ftist, and a short 
time may bring us succour. The water will not he tow 
enough for our enemies to venture on the reef again, under 
six or eight hours, and all may yet be well." 

This proposal was discussed, and it proving, on inquiry, 
that all the powder in the ship, after loading the gun for this 
very purpose of firing a signal, had been taJten in (he boats, 
and that no second discharge could be made, it was decided 
to ioae no more time but to let their danger he known to 
their friends at once if it were possible to send the sound so 
far. When this decision was come to, Mr. Blunt, aided by 
Mr. Sharp, made the necessary prepaiations without delay. 
The latter, though doing all he could tj assist, envied the 
readiness, practical skill and intelligence, with which his 
companion, a m'oi of cultivated and polished mind in higher 
things, performed every requisite act that was necessary to 
effect their purpose. Instead of hastily discharging the piece, 
an iron four-pound gun, Mr. Blunt first doubled the wad, 
which he drove home with all his force, and then he greased 
the muzale, as he said, to increase the report 

"I shall not attempt to explain the philosophy of this," 
he added with a mournful smile, " but all lovers of salutes 
and salvos will maintain that it is useful ; and be it so or 
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not, too much depends on our making ourselves lieard, to 
neglect any thing tlmt has even a chance of aiding that one 
great object. If you will now assist me, Sir George, we 
will run the gun over to starhoard, in order that it may be 
fired on the side next the wreck," 

" Judging from the readiness you have shown on several 
occasions, as well as your familiarity with the terms, I should 
think you had served," returned the real baronet, as he 
helped his companion to place the gun at a port on the 
northern side of the vessel. 

" You have not mistaken my trade. I was certainly bred, 
almost born, a seaman ; and though as a traveller I have 
now been many years severed from my early habits, little 
of what I knew has been lost. Were there five othere here, 
who had as much familiarity as myself with vessels, I think 
we could carry the ship outside the reef, crippled as she is, 
and set the Arabs at defiance. Would to God our worthy 
captain had never brought her inside." 

" He did all for the best, no doublT' 

" Beyond a question ; and no more than a commendable 
prudence required. Still he has left us in a most critical po- 
sition. This priming is a little damp, and I distrust it. The 
coal, if you please." 

" Why do you not fire?" 

" At the last moment, I almost repent of my own ex- 
pedient. Is it quite certain no pistols remain among any of 
our effects?" 

" I fear not. Saunders reports that till, even to those of 
the smallest size, were put in requisition for the boats." 

" The charge in this gun might serve for many pistols, or 
for several fowling-pieces. I might even sweep the reef, on 
an emergency, by using old iron for shot! It appears like 
parting with a last friend, to part with this single precious 
charge of gunpowder." 

"Nay, you certainly know best; though I rather think 
he Messrs. Effingham are of your first opinion." 

" It is puerile to waver on such a subject, and I will 
hesitate no longer. There are momenta when the air seems 
to float in the direction of our friends; on (he first return of 
one of those currents, I will fire." 

A minute brought the opportunity, and Paul Blunt, or Paul 
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Powis, OS his real name would now appear to be, applied the 
coal. The report was sharp and hveiy; but as the smokt' 
floated away, he again expressed his doubts of the wisdom 
of what liad just been done. Had he then Itnown that tlie 
struggling sounds had diffused themselves in their radii, 
without reaching the wreclr, his regrets would have been 
increased fourfold. This was a fact, however, that could 
not be then aswrtained, and those in the packet were com 
pelled to wait two or three hours before they even got the 
certainty of their fmlure. 

As the light uicreased a view was obtained of the shore, 
which seemed as silent and deserted as the reef. For half 
in hour the whole party experienced the revulsion of feeling 
that accompanies all great changes of emotion, and the con- 
versation had even got to be again cheerful, and to turn into 
its former channels, when suddenly a cry from Saunders re- 
newed the alarm. The steward was preparing the breakfast 
in the galley, from which he gave occasional glances to- 
wards the land, and his quick eye had been the first to detect 
a new and atill more serious danger that now menaced them. 

A long train of camels was visible, travelling across the 
desert, and holding its way towards the part of the reef 
which touched the shore. At this point, too, were now to 
be seen some twenty Arabs, waiting the arrival . of their 
friends ; among whom it was fair to conclude were those 
who had attempted to carry the ship by surprise. As the 
events which next followed were closely connected with the 
policy and forbearance of the party of barbarians near the 
wreck, this will he a suitable occasion to explain the motives 
of the latter, in not assailing Captain Truck, and the real 
state of things among these children of the desert. 

The Dane had been driven ashore, as conjectured, in the 
last gale, and the crew had immediately been captured by a 
small wandering party of the Arabs, with whom the coast 
was then lined ; as is usually the case immediately after 
tempestuous weather. Unable to carry off much of the 
cargo, this party had secured the prisoners, and hurried in- 
land to an oasis, to give the important intelligence to their 
friends ; leaving scouts on the shore, however, that they 
might be early apprised of any similar disaster, or of any 
change in the situation of their present prize. These scouts 
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«ia--) jipoova'v^ the Moiitaok, drifting along llie ccxist, dis- 
maslod and cnppled, and they had watched her to her an- 
ehorajje within the reef. The departure of her boats had 
been witnessed, and though unable to foresee the whole object 
of thia expedition, the direction taken pointed out the wreck 
IS the point of destination. All this, of course, had been 
■mmmunicated to the chief men of the different parties on 
-he coast, of which there ,were several, who had agreed to 
inite their forces to secure the second ship, and then to 
livide the sjwils. 

V/hen the Arabs reached the coast near the wi-eck, that 
morning, the elders among them weve not slow in compre- 
ncnding the motives of the expedition ; and having gained a 
pretty accurate idea of the number of men employed about 
the Dane, they had eomc to the just conclusion that few 
were left in the vessel at anchor. They had carried off the 
spy-giass of their prize too, and several among them knew 
its use, from having seen similar things in other stranded 
ships. By means of this glass, they discovered the number 
and quality of those on board the Montauk, as soon as there 
was sufficient light, and directed their own operations ac- 
cordingly. The parties that had appeared and disappeared 
behind the sandy ridges of the desert, about the time at 
which we have now arrived in the narrative, and those who 
have been already mentioned in a previous chapter, were 
those who came from the interior, and those who went in 
the direction of the reef; the first of the latter of which 
Saunders had just discovered. Owing to the rounded 
formation of the coiKt, and to the intervention of a head-land, 
[he distance by water between the two ships was quite 
double that by land between the two encampments, and 
those who now arrived abreast of the packet, deliberately 
pitched their tents, as if they depended more on a display 
of their numbers for success than on concealment \nd as if 
they felt no i^jprehension of the return of the crew 

When the gentlemen had taken a survey of this strong 
party, which numbered more than a hundred, they held a 
consultation of the course if would be necessary to pursue- 
To Paul Blunt, as an avowed seaman, and as one who had 
already shown Iho prompl'tude and efficiency of his re- 
sources, 9.II eyes were turned in expectation of an opinion. 
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" So long B3 the tide keeps in," tliis gentleman observed, 
■' I see no cause for apprehensions. We are beyond Ihe 
reach of musketry, or at ail events, any fire of the Arabs, 
at this distance, must be uncertain and harmless ; and we 
have always the hope of the arrival of the boats. Should 
this (ail us, and the tide fall this afternoon as low as it fell 
in the morning, our situalion will indeed become critical- 
The water around the ship may possibly serve as a tempo- 
rary protection, but the distance to the reef is so small thiit 
it might be passed by swimming." 

" Surely we could make good the vessel against men rais- 
ing themselves out of the water, and clambering up a vessel's 
Bide?" said Mr. Sharp. 

" It b probabie we might, if unmolested from the shore. 
But, ima^ne twenty or thirty resolute swimmers to put off 
together for different parts of the vessel, protected by the 
long muskets these Arabs carry, and you will easily con- 
ceive the hopelessness of any defence. The first m«n 
among us, who should show his person to meet the boarders, 
would be shot down like a dog." 

" It was a cruel oversight to expose us to this horrible 
fate !" exclaimed the appalled father. 

" This is easier seen now than when the mistake was 
committed," observed John Elffingham. " As a seaman, and 
with his important object in view. Captain Truck acted for 
the best, and we should acquit him of all blame, let the re- 
sult be what it may. Regrets are useless, and it remaina 
for us to devise some means to arrest the danger by whict 
we are menaced, before it be too late. Mr. Blunt, you mus- 
be our leader and counsellor : is it not possible for us to carry 
the ship outside of the i"eef, and to anchor her beyond the 
danger of our being boarded t" 

" I have thought of this expedient, and if we had a boat 
rt might possibly be done, in this mild weather ; without a 
boat, it is impossible." 

" But we have a boat," glancing bis eye towards the 
launch that stood in the chocks or chucks. 

" One that would be too unwieldy for our purposes, could 
it be got into the water; a thing in itself that would be 
almost impracticable for u^ lo achieve." 

A long silence succeeded, during which the gentlenicn 
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wetx occupied m tiie bootless effoit of eudfiavouring to 
itvise expedients to ear-ape the Arabs , bootless, because od 
huch oenasions, the succeissful meaiure is commonly the 
result of •>. sort of «iidJcn in'.piration, lather than of con- 
tinued and laboniiUb thought 
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Wivh religioua awe 
oice of Viflue. No complmnt 
e broke. Teara ceased to flow. 



Hope is the most treacherous of all human fancies. So 
long as there is a plausible ground to expect relief from any 
particular quarter, men will relax their exertions in the face 
of the most imminent danger, and they cling to theii 
expectations long after reason has begun to place the chances 
of success on the adverse side of the scale- Thus it waa 
with the party in the Montauk. Two or three precious hcrars 
were lost in the idle belief that the gun would be heard by 
Caplmn Truck, and tliat they might mom^tarily look for 
liie appearance of, at least, one of the boats. 

Paul Blunt was the first fo relinquish this delusion. He 
knf w that, if It reached their friends at all, the report must 
hive been htard in a few seconds, and he knew, also, thai 
il peculiarly belonged to the profession of a seaman to come 
fo quick dpcisiona Kn hour of smart rowing would bring 
the cutttr hom the wreck to tiie headland, where it would 
be vi'iible, by mfana of a glass, from the foretop. Two 
hours bad now passed away and no signs of any boat wera 
to be discovered, and the young man felt reluctantly com- 
pelled to yield all the strong hopes of timely aid that he had 
anticipated from this quarter. John Effingham, who had 
much more energy of character than his kinsman, though 
not more personal fortitude and firmness, was watching die 
movemente of their young leader, and he read the severa 
disappointmeiU in his fac«, as he descended the last time 
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from the top, where he had often been smce tlie consultation, 
to look out for the expected succour. 

" I see it in your countenance," said Ihat gentleman , 
'■ we have nothing to look for from the boats. Our signal 
has not been heard." 

. " There is no hope, and we are now thrown altogether on 
our own exerdons, aided by the kind providence of God." 

" This calamity is so sudden and so dire, tnat I can 
scarcely credit it! Are we then truly in danger of becom- 
ing prisoners to barbarians 1 Is Eve Effingham, the beau- 
tiful, innocent, good, angelic daughter of my cousin, to be 
their victim ! — perhaps the inmate of a seraglio !" 

" There is the pang ! Had 1 a thousand bodies, a thou- 
sand lives, I could give all of the first to unmitigated suffer- 
mg, lay down all the last to avert ao shocking a calamity. 
Do you Ihmk the ladies are sensible of their real situation?" 

" They are uneasy rather than terrified. In common 
with us all, they have strong hopes from the boats, though 
the continued arrival of the barbarians, who are constantly 
coming into their camp, has helped to render them a little 
move conscious of the true nature of the danger." 

Here Mr. Sharp, who stood on the hurricane-house, called 
out for the glass, in order to ascertain what a party of the 
Arabs, who were collected near the m-shore end of the 
reef, were about. Paul Blunt went ud to him, and made 
the examination. His countenance fell as he gazed, and 
an expression like that of hopelessness was again apparent 
on his fine features, when he lowered the glass, 

" Here is some new cause of uneasiness !" 

"The wretches have got a number of spars, and are 
lashing Ihem together to form a raft. They are bent on 
our capture, and I see no means of preventing it." 

" Were we alone, men only, we might have the bitter 
consolation of selling our lives dearly ; but it is terrible to 
have those with us whom we can neither save nor yet de- 
vote to a common destruction with our enemies I" 

" It is indeed terrible, and the helplessness of our situa- 
tion adds to its misery." 

" Can we not offer terms ? — Might not a promise of ran- 
Bom, with hostages, do somcthingi I would cheerfully re 
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main in the hands of the barbariaBa,in order to etJect the 
release of the rest of Ihe party." 

Mr. Blunt grasped his hand, and for a moment lie envied 
the other the generous thought. But smiling bitterlj, he 
shook his head, as if conscious of the futility of even thi.s 
desperate self- devotion. 

" Gladly would 1 be your companion ; but the project is, 
in every sense, impracticable. Ransom they might consent 
10 receive v^ith us all in their power, but. not on the condi- 
tion of our being permitted to depart. Indeed, no means 
of quitting Ihem would be left ; for, once in possession of 
ihe ship, as in a few houi-s they must be, Captain Truck, 
though having the boats, will be obliged to surrender for 
want of food, or to run the frightful hazard of attemptiug 
to reach the islands, on an allowance scarcely sufficient to 
sustain life under the most favourable circumstances. These 
fiint-heai'ted monsters are surrounded by the desolation of 
their desert, and they are aware of all Iheir appalling ad- 
vantages." 

" The real state of tilings ought to be communicated to 
our friends, in order that they may be prepared for the 

To this Mr. Blunt agreed, and they went together to in- 
form John Effingham of the oew discovery. This stem- 
minded man was, in a manner, prepared for the worst, and 
he now agreed on the melancholy propriety of letting his 
kinsman know the actual nature of the new danger that 
threatened them. 

" I wilf undertake this unpleasant office,"he said, "though 
I could, ia my inmost soul, pray that the necessity for it 
might pass away. Should the worst arrive, 1 have still 
hopes of effecting something by means of a ransom ; but 
what will have been the fate of the youthful, and delicate, 
and lovely, ere we can make ourselves even comprehended 
by the barbarians? A jowrney in the desert, as these jour- 
neys have been described to me, would be almost certain 
death to all but the strongest of our party, and even gold 
may fai! of its usual power, when weighed agamst the evil 
nature of savages," 

"Is there no hope, then, really left us I" demanded Mr. 
Sharp, when the last speiker had left them to descend lo 
25* 
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Ihe cabins. " Is it no', possible to get 'he boat into the 
wa(«r, and lo make our escape in that ?" 

" That is nil expedient of which I have thoujrht, but it is 
next to impracticable. As anything is better tlian capture, 
however, I wil! make one more close examination of the 
proceedings of the demons, and looli nearer into our own 
means." 

Paul Blunt now got a lead and dropped it over the side ot 
the sliip, in the almofst forlorn hope that possibly sHe might 
he over some hole on the bottom. The soundings proved to 
be, aa indeed he expected, but a little nnore than three 
fathoms. 

" I had no reason to expect otherwise," he said, as he 
druv! in the line, though he spoke like a disaiipointed man- 
" Had there been sufficient water the ship might have been 
scuttled, and the launch would have floated off the deck ; 
but as it is, we should lose the vessel without a sufficient 
object, it would appear heroic were you and I to contrive 
to get on the reef, and to proceed to the shore with a view to 
make terms with the Arabs ; but there could be no real use 
in it, as the treachery of their character is too weli estab- 
lished lo look for any benefit from such a step." 

" Might they not be kept in play, until our friends re 
turned 1 Providence may befriend us in some unexpected 
manner in our uttermost peril." 

" We will examine them once more with the glass. By a 
movement among the Arabs, there has probably been a new 
accession to their numbers." 

The two gentlemen now ascended to the top of the hurri- 
cane-house again, in feverish haste, and once more they ap- 
plied the instrument. A minute of close study induced Mr. 
Blunt to drop the glass, with an expression that denoted 
increased concern. 

" Can any thing possibly make our prospects worse 1" 
eagerly inquired his companion. 

" Do you not remember a flag that was on board the 
Dane — that by which we identified his nation ?" 

" Certainly : it was attached to the halyards, and lay on the 
iiuartcr-deck." 

" That flag is now flying in the camp of lltese barbari 
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rtns I You may see it, here, among thf tents last pitched l>^ 
the party tliat arrived while we we e couvers ng Ijiward 

" And from this, you infer — " 

" That our people are captives ' That fla^ was iii the 
slii|) when we left it; had the Arabs retimied hefore our 
patty got there, the captain would have been b^ck long en 
this ; and in order to obtain tliis enoi^n thty muit ha\e ob 
tained possession of the wreck, after the arm al of the boaii 
an event tliat could scarcely occur wilJiout a struggle; I 
fear the flag is a proof oa which side the victory has fallen.' 

" This then would seem to consummate our misfortunes !' 

" It does indeed; for the faint hope (hat &\isfed, of being 
relieved by the boats, mast now be entirely abandoned." 

" In the name of God, look again, and see in what condi- 
tion the wretches have got their raft^" 

A lotig examination followed, for on this point did the fate 
f !l n the sh p no v tr ly seem to depend. 

Thev work w th spnt sad Mr Bhnt, when his ex. 

naton had contin ed a long tine but it seems less 

i I a raft than before — they are la hing spars together 

I i igg — iippg g a^ dawning of I ope or what would bo 

1 1 e thei f the boats had ewaped the r fangs !" 

G id bless jou for the words — what is there encou- 
raging?" 

" It is not much," returned Paul Blunt, with a mournful 
smile ; " but trifles become of account in moments of ex- 
treme jeopardy. They are making a floating stage, doubt- 
less with the intention to pass from the reef to the ship, and 
by veering on the chains we may possibly drop asfem suffi- 
ciently to disappoint them in the length of their bridge. If 
I saw a hope of the final return of the boats, this expedient 
would not be witjiout its use, particularly if delayed to the 
last moment, as it might cause the Arabs to lose another 
tide, and a reprieve of eight or ten hours is an age to men 
m our situation." 

Mr. Sharp caught eagerly at this suggestion and the 
young men walked the deck together for half an hour, dis- 
cussing its chances, and suggesting various means of turn- 
ing it tj the best account. Still, both feh convinced that 
the trifiiog delay which might thus be obtained, would, in 
ne end, be perfectly useless, should Captain Truck and 
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his purty have really fallen inio the hands of the con rion 
snemy. They were thoa engaged, sometimes in leep 
despondency, and sometimes buoyant with revived e peo- 
,ationa, when Saunders, on the part of Mr. EfRn; .lam 
summoned them below. 

On reaching the cabin, whither both immediately has. 
tened, the two gentlemen found the family party m the 
distress that the circumstances would naturally create. 
Mr. Effingham was seated, his daughter's head resting on 
a knee, for she had thrown herself on the carpet, by his 
side. Mademoiselle Viefville paced the cabin, occasionally 
stopping to Litter a few words of consolation to her young 
charge, and then again reverting in her mind to the true 
dangers of their situation, with a force that completely 
undid all she had said, by betraying the exleot of her own 
apprehensions. Ann Sidley knell near her young mis- 
tress, sometimes praying fervently, though ii. silence, and 
at other moments folding her beloved in hei urma, as if to 
protect her from the ruffian grasp of the ba. oariuns. The 
femme de eltambre was sobbing in a state-room, while John 
Effingham leaned, with his arms folded against a bulk- 
head, a picture of stern submission rather than of despair. 
The whole party was now assembled, with the exception of 
the steward, whose lamentations throughout the morning 
had not been noiseless, but who was left on deck to watch 
the movements of the Arabs. 

The moment was not one of idle forms, and Eve Effing- 
ham, who would have recoiled, under other circumstances, 
at being seen by her fellow travellers ia her present situa- 
tion, scarce raised her head, in acknowledgement of their 
melancholy salute, as they entered. She had been weep- 
ing, and her hair had fallen in profusion around her 
shoulders. The (ears fell no longer, but a warm flushed 
look, one which denoted that a struggle of the mind had 
gotten the better of womanly emotions, had succeeded to 
deadly palenesiS, and rendered her loveliness of feature and 
espressioii bright and angelic. Both of the young men 
thought she had never seemed so beautiful, and both felt a 
secret pang, as the conviction forced itself on them, at the 
same instant, that this surpassing beauty was now iikety t<» 
prove her most dangerous enemy 
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" Genllsimen," said Mr. Ellingham, with apparent e;ilm- 
ness, and a dignity that no uneasiness could disturb, " my 
kinsman has acquainted us with the hopeless nature of our 
condition, and I have begged the favour of this visit wi 
your own account. We cannot separate; the ties if 
blood and affection unite us, and our fate must he common ; 
but, on yon there is ao such obligation. Young, bold, and 
active, some plan may suggest itself, by which you may 
possibly escape the barbarians, and at least save yourselves, 
i'know that generous temperaments like yours will not be 
disposed to listen, at first, to such a suggestion; biit reflec- 
tion will tell you that it is for the interest of us all. You 
may let our fate be known, earlier than it otherwise would 
be, to those who will take immediate measures to procure 



"This is impossible!" Mr. Sharp said firmly. "We 
3an never quit you ; could never enjoy a moment's peace 
under the consciousness of having been guilty of an act so 

" Mr. Blunt is silent," continued Mr. Effingham, ailer a 
short pause, in which he looked from one of the young nien 
to the other. " He thinks better of my proposition, and 
will listen to his own best interests." 

Eve rmsed her head quickly, but without being conscious 
of the anxiety she betrayed, and gazed with melancholy in- 
lentness at the subject of this remark. 

" 1 do credit to the generous feelings of Mr. Sharp, " Paul 
Ijlunt now hurriedly answered, "and should be sorry to ad- 
mit that my own first impulses were less disinterested ; but 
I confess I have already thought of this, and have reflected 
on all the chances of success or failure. It might be practi- 
cable for one who can swim easily to reach the reef; thence 
to cross the inlet, and possibly to gain the shore under cover 
of the opposite range of rocka, which are higher than those 
near us ; after which, by following the coast, one might 
communicate with the boats by signal, or even go quite to 
the wreck if necessary. All of this I have deliberated on, 
and once I had determined to propose it ; but — " 

" But what ?" demanded Eve quickly, " Why not exe- 
cute this plan, and save yourself! [a it a reason, because 
-jur case is hopeless, that you should peci'sh 1 Go, then, al 
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oace, for the moments are precious ; an hour henoi, it may 
be too late." 

" Were it merely to save myself, Miss Effingham, do you 
really think me capable of this baseness 1" 

" ! do not call it baseness. Why should we draw you 
down with us in our misery? You have already served us, 
Powis, in a situation of terrible trial, and it is not just 
ihat you should always devote yourself in behalf of those 
who seem fated never to do you good. My father will 
tell you he thinks i! your duty now to save yourself if pos- 
sible." 

" I think it the duty of every man," mildly resumed Mr, 
Eilingham, " when no imperious obligation requires other- 
ivise, to save the life and liberty which God has bestowed. 
The.se gentlemen have doubtless ties and claims on them 
that are independent of us, and why should they infljcl a 
pang on those who iove them, in order to share in our dis- 

" This is placing useless speculations before a miserable 
certainty," observed John Eifingham. " As there can be no 
hope of reaching the boats, it is vain to discuss the propriety 
of the step." 

" Is this true, Powis T la there truly oo ciiance of your 
escaping. You will not deceive us — deceive yourself — on a 
vain point of empty pride!" 

" I can say with truth, almost with joy, for I fliank (iod 
1 am spared the conflict of judgiiig between my duty and 
my feelings, that there can no longer be any chance of flnd- 
ijg the wreck in the possession of our friends," returned 
Paul fervently. "There were moments when I thought the 
attempt should be made ; and it would perhaps have pro- 
perly fallen to my lot to be the adventurer ; but we have 
now proof that the Arabs are masters, and if Captain 
Truck has escaped at all, it is under circumstances thai 
8(!arcely admit the possibility of his being nesir the land. 
The whole coast must be watched and in possession of the 
barbarians, and one pas.'mg along it could hardly escape 
being seen." 

" Might you not escape into the interior, notwithstand- 
ing?" asked Eve, impetuously. 

"With what nwj'tive? To separate myself from th'W 
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who have been my fellows in. misfortune, only to die trf 
want, or to fall into the hands of another set of maatersf li 
is every way our interest lo keep together, and to let those 
iilready on the coast become our captors, as the booty of 
two ships may dispose Ihem fo be less exacting w;*h thfii 
prisoners." 

" Slaves 1" muttered John Effinghain- 

His «main bowed his head over the delicate form of Eve,, 
which he folded with his arms, as jf to shield it from the 
hlasts and evils of the desert- . 

" is we may be separated immediately on being taken," 
vosuraed Paul Blunt, " it will be well to adopt some common 
mode of acting, and a uniform account of ourselves, in order 
that we may impress the barbarians with the policy of car- 
rying US, as soon as possible, into (he vicinity of Mogadora, 
with a view to obtainmg a speedy ransom." 

" Can any thing be better than the holy truth J" exclaimed 
Eve. " No, no, no! Let us not deform this chastening act 
of God by colouring any thought or word with deception." 

'Dec t' 'n case will hardly be needed; but by 

nd s which will most probably influence 

Arab w m d I the most on them. We cannot do 

h by mp ng on the minds of our captors the 

st nee ha h is no common ship, a fact Iheir o^vn 

CO bonte and that we are not mere mariners, 

b p ss -s wh w 1 be likely to rewar I their forbear- 

I h nk n upted Ann Sidley, looking up with 

m pot where she still knelt, "that if 

pe p n w V much Miss Eve is sought and 

ed h m h b led io respect her as she deserves, 

ea n d ' temper the wind lo the sborij 

Pooi Nanny murmured Eve, stretching forth a hand 
towards her old nurse, though her face was still buried in 
her own hail, "thou wdt soon learn that there is anolhei 
leveller beside the grave!" 

"Ma'am!" 

" Thou wilt find that Eve, in the hands of barbarians, is 
not thy Eve. It will now become my turn to become a 
liandmaiden, and to perform for others offices a thousand 
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times more humiliating than any thou hast ever perfonnea 
for me." 

Such a consummation of their misery had never struch 
the imagination of the simple-minded Ann, and she gazed al 
her child with tender concern, as if she distrusted her senses. 

" This is too impi'obable, dear Miss Eve," she said, " and 
you will distress your father by talking so wild\y. The 
Arabs are human beings though they are barbarians, and 
they will never dream of anything so wicked as this." 

Mademoiselle Viefville made a rapid and fervent ejacula- 
tion in her own language, that was keenly expressive of her 
o^vn sense of misery, and Ann Sidley, who always felt 
uneasiness when anytliing was said affecting Eve that she 
could not understand, looked from one to the other, as if 
sh<4 demanded an explaiiation. 

" I'm sure Mameraelle cannot think any such thing likely 
to take place," she continued more positively; "and, sir, 
you at least will not permit Miss Eve to torment herself with 
any notions as unreasonable, as monstrous as this 1" 

" We are in the hands of God, my worthy Ann, and you 
may live to see all your fixed ideas of propriety violated," 
returned Mr. Effingham. " Let us pray that we may not 
be separated, for there will at least be a tender consolation 
in being permitted to slmre our misery in company. Should 
we be torn asunder, then indeed will the infliction be one of 
insupportable agony !" 

"And who will think of such a cruelty, sir? Me they 
cannot separate from Miss Eve, for I ara her servant, her 
own long-tried, faithful attendant, who first held hei" in arms, 
and nursed her when a helpless infant ; and yOH too, sir, 
you are her father, her own beloved revered parent; and 
Mr. John, is he not her kinsman, of her blood and nama l 
And even Mamerzelle also has claims to remain with Miss 
Eve, for she has taught her many things, I dare say, that it 
is good to know. Uh ! no, no, no ! no one has a right to 
tear us asunder, and no one will have the heart to do iL" 

" Nanny, Nanny," murmured Eve, " you do not, cannot 
Know the cruel Arabs !" 

" They cannot he cniefler and more unforgiving than our 
I'am, and they keep the mother with thp 
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chikl ; and when thry hpare life, they take the pnsontirs into 
.heir liuis, and ti^at them as they ti'eal their own. God has 
caused so many of the wicked to perish for their sins, in 
these eiistern lands, that I do not tliink a man can be MX 
that is wretch enough to harm one lilce Miss Eve. Tniw 
courage then, sir, anu put your (rust in his Holy Providence. 
1 itnow the trial is hard to a tender father's heart, but should 
their customs require them to keep the men and women 
asunder, and to separate you from your daughter, for a 
short time, remember that I shall be with her, as I was io 
liei' childhood, when, by the mercy of God, we carried her 
through so many mortal diseases in safety, and liave got 
her, in the pride of her youth, without a blemish or a defect, 
the perfect creature she is." 

" If the world had no other tenants but such as you, de- 
voted and simple-heai-ted woman, there would indeed be 
little cause for apprehension; for you are equally unabie lo 
imagine wrong yourself, or to conceive it in others. It 
would remove a mounfmn from my heart, could I indeed bp- 
lieve that even you will be permitted to remain oear this de- 
pendent and fragile girl during the months of suffering and 
anguish that are likely to occur." 

" Father," said Eve, hurriedly drying her eyes, and ris- 
ing to her feet with a motion so easy, and an effort so sSight, 
that it appeared like the power of mere volition, — the supe- 
riority of the spirit over her light frame, — " father, do not 
let a thought of me distress you at this awful momtsit. You 
have known me only in happiness and prosperity, — an in* 
dulged and indolent girl ; but I feel a force which is capable 
of sustaining me, even in this blank desert. The Arabs can 
have no other motive than to preserve us all, as captives 
likely to repay their care with a rich ransom. I know that 
a journey, according to their habits, wi!! be painful and ar- 
duous, but it may be borne- Trust, then, more to my spii'it 
than to my feeble body, and you will find that I am not as 
worthless as 1 fear you fancy." 

Mr. Effingham passed his arm round the slender waist of 
his child, and folded her almost frantically to his bosom. Bui 
Eve was aroused, and gently extricating herself, with brighl 
ju( tearless eyes, she looked round at her com|)anions, as il 

ae 
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she would reverse ths order of their symjiathies, and d 
them to their own wants and hazards. 

" 1 Itnow you thinit me the most exposed by 111 s drLadlu 
disaster," she said ; " that I may not be ible to bear up 
against the probable suffering, and that I shail suil firat, be 
cause I am the feeblest and li-ailest in frame , but God per 
mils the reed to bend, when the oak is destioyed I am 
stronger, able to bisar more than you imagirw, and we 5h^ll 
elliiveto meet again, in happier scenes, should it be our 
present hard fortune to be separated," 

As Eve spoke, she cast affectionate loolis on those dear ic 
her by habit, and blood, and services ; nor did she permit an 
unnecessary reserve at such a moment to prevent glances of 
friendly interest towards the two young men, whose very 
Biiuls seemed wrapped in her movements. Words of en- 
couragement from such a source, however, only served to 
se h fn h f 1 truth more vividly before the minds of her 

d nd not one of them heard what she said who did 

n feel an awful presentiment that a few weeks of (he suf- 
f n f wl ch she made so light, did she even escape a 
11 f would consigu that fonn, now so winning and 
i ly 1 sands. Mr. Effingham now rose, and for iha 
fi m h flood of sensations that had been so long 
gathering in his bosom, seemed ready to burst through the 
restraints of manhood. Struggling to command himself, he 
turned to his two young male companions, and spoke with 
on impressivenesa and dignity that carried with them a dou- 
ble force, from the fact of his ordinary majiners tieing so 
tempered and calm. 

" Gentiemen," he said, " we may serve each other, by 
coming to an understanding in time ; or at least you may 
confer on me a favour that a life of gratitude would not re- 
pay. You are young and vigorous, bold and intelligent, 
qualities that will command the respect of even savages. 
The chances that one of you will survive to reach a Chris- 
tian land are much greater than those of a man of my 
years, borne down as I shall be with the never-dying cinxie 
lies of a parent." 

"Father! father!" 

" Hush ! darling : let ma entreat these gentlemen to Ijenr 
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US id land, should they reach a place of safety ; for, after 
uil, j'oiith may do that in youj' bdialf, which time will deny 
to John and myself. Money wili be of no account, you 
know, to rescue my child from a fate far worse than death, 
and it may be some consolation to you, young men, to re- 
collect, at the close of your own careers, which I trust will 
yet be long and happy, that a parent, in his last moments, 
found a consolation in the justifiable hopes he had placed on 
your generous exertions." 

"Father, I cannot bear this! For you to he the victim 
of these barbarians is too much ; and 1 would prefer trusting 
nil to a raft on the terrible ocean, to incurring the smallest 
chance of such a calamity. Mademoiselle, you will join me 
in the entreaty to the gentlemen to prepare a few planks to 
receive us, where we can perish ti^ether, and at least have 
the consolation of Itnowing that our eyes wiil he closed by 
friends. The longest survivor will be surrounded and sup- 
ported by the spirits of those who have gone before, into a 
worid devoid of care." 

"I have thought this ii^m the first," returned Made- 
moiselle Viefville in French, with an energy of manner that 
betokened a high and resolved character: " I would not ex- 
pose gentlewomen to the insults and outrages of barbarians ; 
but did not wish to make a proposition that the feelings of 
others might reject." 

" It is a thousand times preferable to capture, if indeed it 
be practicable," said John Effingham, looking inquiringly 
towards Paul. The latter, however, shook his head in tbu 
negative, for, the wind blowing on shore, he knew It would 
be merely meeting captivity without fheappearanceof a self- 
reliance and dignity, that might serve to impress their cap 
tors favourably. 

" It is impossiblr," said Eve, reading the meaning of thf 
glances, and dropping on her knees before Mr. Effingham ; 
" well, then, may our trust be in God ! We have yet a few 
minutes of liberty, and let them not be wasted idly, in vain 
regrets. Father, kiss me, and give me once more that holy 
and cherished blessing, with which you used to consign me 
to sleep, in those days when we scarce dreamed of, never 
fealiawl, misfortune." 
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" Bless yoLi, bless you, my babe; my beloved, my 
aherished Eve!" said (he fatlier solemnly, but with a qtii/er- 
iug li|). " May that dread Being whose ways, though mys- 
terious, are peffecl wisdom and mercy, sustain you in this 
trial, and bring you at last, spotless in spirit and person, to 
his own raaosions of peace, God took from me early Ihy 
sainted mother, and 1 had impiously trusted in the hope that 
(hou wert left to be my solace in age. Bless you, my Eve ; 
[ shall pray Uod, without ceasing, that thou mayest pass 
away as pure and as worthy of His love, as her to whom 
thou oweat thy being." 

John Effingham groaned ; the effort he mside to repress 
his feelings causing the oot-brealiing of his soul to be deep 
though smothered. 

" Father, let us pray together. Ann, my good Ann, thou 
who first taught me to lisp a thanksgiving and a request, 
kneel here by my side — and you, too, mademoiselle ; though 
of a different cresid, we have a common God! Cousin John, 
you pray often, I know, though so little apt to show your 
emotions ; there is a place for you, too, with those of your 
blood. I know not whether these gentlemen are too proud 
to pray." 

Both the yoMng men knelt with the others, and thore was 
a long pause in which the whole party, put up their supplica- 
tions, each according to his or her habits of thought. . 

" Father !" resumed Eve, looking up as she stil! 5melt be- 
tween the knees of Mr. Effingham, and smiling fondly in 
the face of him she so piously loved ; " there is ono precious 
hope of which even the barbarians cannot rob us : we may 
be separated here, but our final meeting rests only with . 
God I" 

Mademoiselle Viefville passed an arm round the waist of 
her sweet pupil, and pressed her against her heart. 

" There is but one abode for the blessed, my dear ma- 
demoiselle, and one expiation for us all." Then rising fium 
her knees. Eve said with the grace and dignity of a gentle- 
woman, " Cousin Jack, kiss me ; we know not when another 
cvccasion may offer to manifest to each other our mutual re- 
gard. You have been a dear and an indulgent kinsman to 
me, and should I live these livenly years a slave, 1 shall not 
xaee to think of you with kindness and regret." 
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John Elfingham folded the beautiful and ardent girl in hia 
arms, with the freedom and fondness of a parent. 

"Gentlemen," continued Eve, with a deejiening colour, 
but eyes that were kind and grateful, " I thank you, too, for 
lending your supplications to ours. I know that young men 
in the pride of their security, seldom fancy such a depend- 
ence on God necessary ; but the strongest are overtumoi!, 
and pride is a poor substitute ibr the hope of the meek. I 
believe you have thought Ijetter of me than 1 merit, and I 
should never cease to reproach myself with a want of consi- 
deration, did I believe that any thing more than accident 
has brought you into this ill-fated vessel. Will you permit 
me to add one more obligalioo to the many I feel lo you 
both ?" advancing nearer to them, and speaJiing lower; " you 
are young, and likely to endure bodily exposure better than 
my father — that we shall be separated I feel persuaded — and 
it might be in your power to solace a heart-broken parent. — 
I see, I know, I may depend on your good offices." 

"Eve — my blessed daughter — my only, my beloved 
cliild!" exclaimed Mr. ElBngham, who overheard her lowest 
sy]la!)le, so dfiath-like was the stillness of the cabin — " come 
to me, dearesl ; no power on earth shall ever tear us 
asimder !" 

Eve turned quickly, and beheld the arms of her parent 
extended. She threw herself nto them vhen tl e pent and 
irresistible emotions broke loo e both lor th y we\ t to 
gether, as she lay on his boso n v th a v o ence hit u a 
man it was awfully painful to witness 

Mr. Sharp had advanced t take he offered hand ol hve 
when she suddenly left hin ior the p pose &t men oned 
and he now telt the grasp ol Paul s lingers on h s a n as f 
they were about to penetrate the bone- Fearlul of betraying 
the extent of their feelings, the two young men rushed on 
deck together, where they paced backward and forward foi 
many minutes, quite unable to exchange a word, or even a 



Hc^i^db, Google 



CHAPTEE XXIIL 



Languendo, gemendo 



Qmbb Mart/. 

The sublime consolations oC religion were little fell by 
either of the two generous-minded and ardent young men 
who were pacing the deck of the Montauk. The gentle and 
the plastic admit the most readily of the divine influence ,' 
and of all on board the devoted vessel at that moment, they 
who were the most resigned to their fate were those who by 
their physical force were the least able to endure it. 

"This heavenly resignation," said Mr. Sharp, half whis- 
pering, " is even more heart-rending than the out-breakings 
of despair." 

" It is frightful !" returned his companion. " Any thing 
is better than passive submission in such circumstances. 1 
see but little, indeed no hope of escape ; but idleness is 
torture. If I endeavour to raise this boat, will you aid 

" Comtiiaiid me like your slave. Would to Heaven there 
were ihefainlest prospects of success!" 

" There is but little; and should we even succeed, there 
are no means of getting far from the ship in the launch, as 
all the oars have been carried off by the captain, and I can 
hi!ar of neither masts nor sails. Had we the latter, with 
this wiud which is beginning to blow, we might indeed pro- 
long the uncertainty, by getting on some of those more 
distant spits of sand." 

"Then, in the name of the blessed Maria!" exclaimed 
one behind them in French," delay nol n (distant, and all 
on board will join in the labour I" 
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The gentlemen turned id aurpi'ise, and beheld Maderaoi. 
BoUe Viefville standing so near them as to have overheard 
their conversation. Accustomed to depend on herseji; 
coming of a people itmong whom woman is more energetic 
and useful, perhaps, than in any other Christian nation, and 
resolute ol" spirit naturally, this cultivated and generous (e- 
niale had come on deck purposely to see if indeed there I'e- 
mained no means by which they might yet escape the 
Arabs. Had her knowledge of a vessel at all equalled bet 
resolution, it is probable that many fruitless expedients 
would already have been adopted ; but finding herself in 
u situation so completely novel as Chat of a ship, until now 
she had found no occasion to suggest any fhiiig to which iier 
companions would be likely to lend themselves. But, seiz- 
mg the hint of Paul, she pressed it on him with ardour, and, 
after a few minutes of urging, by her zeai and persuasion 
she prevailed on the two gentlemen to commence the ne- 
cessary preparations without further delay. John Effingham 
and Saunders were immediately summoned by Mademoi- 
selle Viefville herself, who, once engaged in the undertaking, 
pursued it fervently, while she went in person into the 
cabins to make the necessary preparations connected with 
their subsistence and comforts, should they actually suc- 
ceed in quitting the vessel. 

No experienced mariner could set about the work with 
more discretion, or with a better knowledge of what was 
necessary to be done, than Mr. Blunt now showed. Saun- 
ders was directed to clear the launch, which had a roof on 
it, and still contained a respectable provision of poultry, 
sheep and pigs. The roof he was told not to disturb, since 
it might answer as a substitute for a deck ; but everything 
was passed rapidly from the inside of the boat, which the 
steward commenced scrubbing and cleaning with an assi- 
duity that he seldom manifested in his cabins. Fortunately, 
the tackles with which Mr. Leach had raised the sheers «ni 
stepped the jury-mast the previous morning were still lying 
on the deck, and Paul was spared the labour of reeving new 
ones. He went to work, therefore, to get up two on the 
substitute for a main-stay ; a job that he had completed, 
.■hrough the aid of the two gentlemen on deck, by the time 
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Eauodera pronounced the boat to be in U fit coniiilion to re- 
ceive its cargo. The gripes were now loosened, and th(i 
fall of one of the tackles was led to the capstan. 

By this time Mademoiselle Viefville, by her energy and 
decision, bad so far aroused Eve and her woman, that Mr. 
EtSngliam had left his daughter, and appeared on deck 
among those who were assisting Paul. So intense was the 
interest, however, which all took in the result, that the 
ladies, and even Ann Sidley, with lhe/e»tnj« de cAam&re, 
suspended their own efforts, and stood clustering around 
the capstan as the gentlemen began to heave, almost breath- 
less between their doubts and hopes ; for it was a matter of 
serious question whether there was sufficient foree to lift so 
heavy a body at all. Turn after turn was made, ihe iall 
gradually tightening, until those at the bars felt the full 
strain of their utmost force. 

" Heave together, gentlemen," said Paul Blunt, who di- 
rected every thing, besides doing so much with his own 
hands. " We have its weight now, and all we gain is so 
much towards lifting the boat." 

A steady effort was continued for two or three minutes, 
with but little sensible advantage, when all stopped for 
breath. 

" I fear it will surpass our strength," observed Mr. Sharp. 
"The boat seems not lo have moved, and the ropcT are 
stretched in a way to menace parting," 

" We want but the force of a boy added lo our own, 
said Paul, looking doubtingly towards the females ; " in 
such cases, a pound counts for a ton." 

" Allans.'" cried Mademoiselle Viefville, motioning to the 
femme de chambre to follow; "we will not be defeated for 
the want of such a Irifle." 

These two resolute women applied their strength to the 
bars, and the power, which had been so equally balanced, 
preponderated in favour of the machine. The capstan, 
which a moment before 'vas scarcely seen to turn, and that 
only by short and violent efforts, now moved steadily but 
siowly round, and the end of the launch rose. Eve was 
only prevented from joining the labourers by Nanny, who 
held her folded in her arms, fearful that some accident might 
occur ti> injure her. 
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Piiiil Blunt now c!if]errul!y nnnounced the oeritiinly tJial 
Uwy iiad a force sufficient to raise the boat, though the o|ie- 
ration would still be long antl laborious. We say, cheer- 
ftilly ; ("or while this almost unhoped-for success proniiHed 
little rolief in the cud, there is always something buoyant 
and encouraging in success of any sort. 

" We are masters of the boat." he said, " provided the 
Arabs do not molest us; and we may drill away, by means 
of some contrivance of a sail, to such a distance as will 
keep tis out of thoir |K)Wer, until all chance of seeing our 
friends agtun is finally lost." 

"This, then, is a blessed reSief!" exclaimed Mr. Efling- 
ham ; " and God may yet avert from ua the bitterest portion 
of this calamity !" 

The pent emotions again flowed, and Eve once more wept 
in her father's artns, a species of holy joy mingling with her 
tears. In the mean time, Paul, having secured the fall by 
which they had just been heaving, brought the other to the 
capstan, wImmi the operation was renewed with the same suc- 
cess. In this manner in the course of half an hour the 
launch hung suspended from the stay, at a sufficient height 
to apply the yard-tackles. As the latter, however, were nol 
aloft, Paul having deemed it wise to ascertain their ability to 
lift the boat at all, before he threw away so much toll, the 
females renewed their preparations in the cabins, while the 
gentlemen assisted the young sailor in getting up the pur- 
chases. During this pause in the heaving, Saunders was 
sent below to search for saib and masts, both of which Paul 
thought must be somewhere in the ship, as lie found the 
launch was fitted to receive them. 

It was apparent, in the mean time, that the Arabs watched 
their proceedings narrowly ; for the moment Paul appeared 
on the yard a great movement took place among them, and 
several muskets were discharged in the direction of the ship, 
though the dLstance rendered the fire harmless. The gen- 
tlemen observed with concern, however, that the balls passed 
the vessel, a fearful proof of the extraordinary power of the 
arms used by these barbarians. Luckily the reef, which by 
this time was nearly bare ahead of the ship, was still covered 
in a few places nearer to the shore to a depth thai forbade a 
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t lasa^e, oxuspt by swimmm^ John Eflinghani, however, 
who was oxammmt, fbe pioueedingt, oi the Aiabs with a 
glas-i annouuced that a party appeared disposed to get on 
the naked roi,Its nearest the &hip, as they h*id left the &hore, 
Jragging some light spars aftei thern, with nhioh they 
seemed to he about to bridge the different spots of deep 
water, most of which were sufficiently narrow to admit of 
being passed in this manner. 

illhough the operation commenced by the Arabs woiilil 
necessarily consume a good deal of time, this inteliigence 
quickened the movements of all in the ship. Saunders, in 
particular, who had returned to report his waul of success, 
worked with redoubled zeal ; for, as is usual with those 
who are the least fortified by reason, he felt the greatest 
horror of falling into the hands of barbarians. It was a 
slow aud laborious thing, notwithstanding, to get upon the 
yards the heavy blocks and falls ; and had not Paul Blunt 
been quite as conspicuous for personal strength as he was 
ready and expert in a knowledge of his profession, he would 
not have succeeded in the unaided effort; — unaided aloft, 
though the others, of course, relieved him much by work- 
ing at the whips on deck. At length this important 
arrangement was effected, the young man descended, and 
the capstan was again manned. 

This time the females were not required, it being in the 
power of the gentlemen to heave the launch out to the side 
of the ship, Paul managing the different falls so adroitly, 
that the heavy boat was brought so neai and yet so much 
above the rail, as to promise to clear it. John Effingham 
now stood at one of the stay-tackle falls, and Paul at the 
other, when the latter made a signal to ease away. The 
launch settled slowly towards the side of the vessel until it 
reached the rail, against which it lodged. Catching a turn 
with his fail, Mr. Blunt sprang forward, and bending be- 
neath the boat, he saw that its keel had hit a be!aying-pin. 
One blow from a capstan-bar cleared away Ibis ubslruction, 
and the boat swung off. The slay-tackle falls were let go 
entirely, and all on board saw, with an exolt.ition thai 
words can scarcely describe, (he important craft suspended 
lireotly over the sea. No music ever sounded mori:! 
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sweetly to the listeners than the &tsl piash of the ii 
hoat as it fell heavily upon (he surface of the water. Its 
size, its roof, and its great strength gave it an appearance 
of security, that foi' the moment deceived them all ; for, in 
contemplating the advantage they had so nnexpecledly 
gained, they forgot the many obstacles that existed to their 
ai'ailing themselves of it. 

It ivas not many minutes before Paul was on the roof of 
the launch, had loosened the tackles, and had breasted the 
boat to, at the side of the ship, in readiness to receive the 
stores that the females had collected. In order that the 
reader may belter understand the nature of the ark that 
was about to receive those who remained in the Montauk, 
however, it nnay be well to describe it. 

The boat itself was large, strong, and capable of resist- 
mg a heavy sea when well managed, and, of course, 
unwieldy in proportion. To pull it, at a moderate rote, 
eight or ten large oars were necessary ; whereas, all the 
search of the gentlemen could not find one. They suc- 
ceeded, however, in discovering a rudder and tiller, appli- 
ances not always used in launches, and Paul Blunt shipped 
them instantly. Around the gunwales of the boat, stanch- 
ions, which sustained a slightly -rounded roof, were fitted, 
a provision that it is usual to make in the packets, in order 
to, protect the stock (hey carry against the weather. This 
stock having been turned loose on the deck, and the inte- 
rior cleaned, the latter now presented a snug and respecta- 
ble cabin; one coarse and cramped, compared with those 
of the ship certainly, but on the other hand, one thatmight 
be well deemed a palace by shipwrecked mariners. As it 
would be possible to retain this roof until compelled by bad 
weather to throw it away, Paul, who had never before seen 
a boat afloat with such a canopy, regarded it with delight ; 
for it promised a protection to that delicate form he so 
much cherished in his inmost heart, that he had not even 
dared to hope for. Between the roof and the gunwale of 
the boat, shutters battened in, so as to fill the entire space 
and when these were in their places, the whole of the 
inlerior formed an enclosed apartment, of a height suffi- 
cient to allow even a man to stand erect without his hat 
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It is true, this aiTaogement rendered the boat clumsy, and, 
[o a certaiD extent, top heavy and unmanageable ; but so 
long as it could be retained, it also rendered it infinitely 
more comfortable than it could possibly be without it. 
The roof, moreover, myht be cut away in five minutea, at 
any time, should cirtum stances require it. 

Paul liad just completed a hasty survey of his treasure, 
for such he now began to consider the latmch, when casting 
his eye upward, with the intention to mount the ship's side, 
he saw Eve looking down at him, as if to read thar fate in 
the expression of his own countenance. 

"The Arabs," she hurriedly remarked, "aio moving 
along the reef, as my father says, faster than he could wish, 
and all our hopes are centred in you and the boat. The first, 
1 laiow, will not fail us, so long as means allow ; but can 
we do anything with the launch V 

" For the first time, dearest Miss Effingham, I see a iittle 
chance of rescuing ourselves from the grasp of these barba- 
rians. There is no time to lose, but everything must bo 
passed into the boat with as little delay as pcssibte." 

" Bless ycHi, bless you, Powis, for this gleam of hope 1 
Your words are cordials, and our lives can scarcely serve 
to prove the gratitude we owe you." 

This was said naturally, and as one expresses a strong 
feeling, without reflection, or much weighing of words ; but 
even at that fearful moment, it thrilled on every pulse of the 
young man. The ardent look that he gave the beautiful 
girl caused her to redden to the temples, and she hastily 
withdrew. 

The gentlemen now began to pass into the boat the dif- 
ferent things that had been provided, principally by the 
foresight of Mademoiselle Viefville, where they were received 
hy Paul who thrust them beneath the roof without stopping 
to lose the precious moments in stowage. They included 
mattresses, the trunks that contained their ordinary sea-at- 
tire, or those that were not stowed in the baggage-room, 
blankets, counterpanes, potted meats, bread, wine, various 
condiments and prepared food, from the stores of Saunders, 
and generally such things as had presented themselves in 
the hurry of the moment. Nearly half of the articles were 
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rRJecteil by Paul, as uunecessary, though he receiveJ many 
in consideration of the delicacy of his feebler companions, 
which would otherwise have been cast aside. When he 
found, however, that food enough had been passed into the 
boat to supply the wants of the whole party for several 
weeks, he solicited a truce, declaring it indisci'eet to rendei 
themselves uselessly uncomfortable in this manner, to say 
noljiing of the effect on the boat The great requisite, 
water, was still wanting, and he now desired that the two 
domestics might get into the boat to arrange the difierent 
articles, while he endeavoured to find something that might 
serve as a substitute for sails, and obtain the all-important 
supply. 

His attention was first given to the water \^thout v.h ch 
all the other preparations would be rendered totally iseleis 
Before setting about this, however, he stole a moment lo 
look into the state of things among the Arabb It wrs m 
deed time, for the tide had now fallen so low aa lo lea\p th 
rocks nearly bare, and several hundreds of th*" barbarnns 
were advancing along the reef, towing their bridge thp 
slow progress of which alone prevented them from commg 
up at once to the point opposite the ship. Paul saw there 
wus not a moment to lose, and, calling Saunders he hurried 

Three or four small casks were soon found when the 
steward brought them to the tank to be filled Luckily tl e 
water had not to be pumped off, but it ran m a stieim into 
the VBSsel that was placed to receive it. As soon as one 
cask was ready, it was carried on deck by the gentlemen 
and was struck into the boat with as little delay is posfil !e 
The shouts of the Arabs now became audible, even to those 
who were below, and it required great steadiness of neiTeto 
iwntinue the all-important preparatioD. At length the last 
■)f the casks was filled, when Paul rushed on deck, for, by 
ihis time, the cries of the barbarians proclwmed their pre- 
sence near the ship. When he reached the rait, he found 
the reef covered with them, some hail-ig the vessel, others 
menacing, hundreds still busied with their floating bridge, 
while a few endeavoured to frighten those on board by dis- 
char^ng their muskets over theii'heads. Happily, aim was 
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Impossible, so Jong as care was taken not fo expose the body 
above the bulwarks. 

" We have not a moment to lose !" cried Mr. Effingham^ 
on whose bosom Eve lay, nearly incapable of motiou. 
" The food and water are in the boat, and in the name of a 
merciful God, let us escape from this scene of frightful bar- 
batityl" 

" The danger is not yet so inevitable," returned Paul, 
steadily. " Frightful and pressing as it truly seems, we have 
a few minutes to think in. Let me entreat that Mi^ Effing- 
ham and Mademoiselle Viefville will receive a drop of this 
cordial." 

He poured into a glass a restorative from a bottle that had 
Deen lefl on the capstan as superfluous, in the confusion of 
providing stores, and held it tu the pallid lips of Eve. As 
she swallowed a mouthful, nearly as helpless as the infant 
that receives nourishment from the hand of its nurse, the 
blood returned, and raising herself from her father's arms, 
she smiled, though with an effort, and thanked him for his 

" It was a dread moment," she said, passing a hand over 
her brow j " but it is past, and I am better. Mademoiselle 
Viefville will be obliged to you, also, for a little of this." 

The firm-minded and sjiiriled Frenchwoman, though pale 
OS death, and evidently suffering under extreme apprehen- 
sion, put aside the glass courteously, declining its contents. 

" We are sixty fathoms from the rocks," said Paul calmly, 
" and thev must cross this d tch yet, to reach us. None of 
them seen dsjosed to attempt I by swimming, and their 
bridge, tl o gh ige o sly put together, may not prove long 
enough. 

"Would t be safe for 1 p lad es to get into the boat where 
she lies, c,^poscd as hey o Id be to the muskets of the 
Arabs? nq d Mr feha p 

" All that bha I i)e vn d ed returned Paul, " ! cannot 
quit the deck wo Id yo &I htly bowing to Mr. Sharp, 
' go beio V a^ n v h Sa nifr? and look for some light 
sail? w ho tone e can o ovc away from the ship, sven 
when in 1 e Ixjat I sec t ble spar and necessary rig- 

ging on deck but the ca vls must be looked for in the 
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iaiUroom It is a nervous thing, I confess, to be beijw at 
Bucli a moment ; but you have too much faith in us to dreail 
being deserted." 

Mr. Sliarp grasped the hand as a pledge oi'a iierfect re- 
liance oil the other's faith, but he could not speak. Calling 
Saundei's, the steward received his instructions, when the 
two went hastily below. 

" I could wish the ladies were in the boat with their 
women," said Paul, for Ann Sidley and the femme de 
chambre were still in the launch, busied in disposing of its 
mixed cargo of stores, though concealed from the Arabs by 
the voof and shutters ; " but it would be hazardous !o 
attempt it while exposed to the iire from the reef. We shall 
have to change the position of the ship in the end, and it 
may as well be done at once." 

Beckoning to John E^ngham to follow, ho went forward 
lo examine into the movements of the Arabs, once more, 
licfore he took any decided step. The two gentlemen placed 
themselves behind the high deiences of the forecastle, where 
ihey had a fair opjx>rtunity of reconnoitring their assaii- 
imts, the greater height of the ship's deck completely con- 
cealing all that had passed on it from the sight of those on 
I he roclta. 

The barbarians, who seemed to be, and who in truth 
were, fully apprised of the defenceless and feeble condition 
of the party on board, were at work without the smallest 
apprehension of receiving any injury from that quarter. 
Tiieir great object was lo ^ possession of the ship, before 
the returning water should again drive them from the rocks. 
In order to effect this, they had placed all who were willing 
and sufficiently subordinate on the bridge, though a hundrea 
were idle, shouting, clapping their hands, menacing, and 
occasionally discharging a musket, of which there were 
probably fifty in their possession. 

" They work with judgment at Ih^r pontoon," said Paul, 
alter he had examined the proceedings of those on the reef 
for a {&» minutes. " You may perceive that they have 
dragged the outer end of the bridge up to windward, and 
have just shoved it from the rOcks, with the intention to per- 
mit it to drift round, until it shall bring up against the bowa 
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of flie ship when they will pour on board like so many 
tigers. It IS a disjointed and loose contrivance, that tlie 
iKiat sea would dfiangf but in this perfectly smuoth water 
it will HD'Jwer their purpose It moves slowly, but will 
surely drift round upon us in the course of fifteen or twenty 
minutes more ; and of this they appear to be quite certain 
themselves, for tliey seem as well satisfied with their work 
as if already assured of its complete success." 

" It is, then, important to us to be prompt, since our time 
will be so brief." 

" We will be prompt, but in another mode. If you will 
assist me a little, I think this effort, at least, may be easily 
defeated, after which it will be time enough to think of 
escape." 

Paul, aided by John Effingham, now loosened the chams 
altogether from the bitts, and suifered the ship to drop astern. 
As this was done silently and stealthily, it occupied several 
minutes , but the wind being by this time fresh, tlie huge 
mass yielded to its power with certainty ; and when the 
bridge had floated round in a direct line from the reef, or 
dead to leeward there was a space of water between its end 
and the ship of moic than a hundred feet. The Arabs had 
rushed on it m readiness to board ; but they set up a yell of 
disappointment as soon as the truth was discovered. A 
tumult followed; several fell from tlie wet and slippery 
spars; but, after a short time wasted in conftision and 
clamour, the direetionB of their chiefs were obeyed, and they 
set to work with ene^y (o break up their bridge, in order to 
convert its materials into a raft. 

By this time Mr. Sharp and Saunders had returned, bring- 
ing with them several light sails, such as spare royals and 
top-gallant studding-sails. Paul next ordered a spare mizzen- 
top-gallant mast, with a top-gallant studding-sai! boom, and 
a quantity of light rope to be laid in the gangway, after 
wlii(-h he set about the final step. As time now pressed m 
earnest, the Arabs working rapidly and with increasing 
shouts, he called upon all the gentlemen for assistance, 
giving such directions as should enable them to work with 



" Boai a hand, Saunders," he said, having taken the stew 
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aril forwafti wilh liim, as one more accuatomed to ships t?i!iii 
the others ; " bear a hand my fine fellow, and light up this 
3ltain. Ten minutes just now are of more value than a year 
at another time." 

"'Tis awful, Mr. Blunt, sir — werry awful, I do con- 
firm," returned the steward, hlubbering and wiping his eyes 
between the drags at the chains. "Such a fate to befall 
such cabins, sir! — And the crockery of the werry best 
quality out of London or New York ! Had I diwined such 
an issue for the Montauli, sir, 1 never would have counselled 
Captain Truck to lay in half the stores we did, and most 
essentially not the new lots of vines. Oh! sir, it is truly 
awful to have such a calamity wisit so much elegant pre- 
paration i" 

" Forget it all, my fine fellow, and light up the chain. 
Ha!— she touctes abaft i Ten or fifteen fathoms more will 

" I've paid great dewotion to the silver, IVIr. Blunt, sir, lor 
it's all in the launch, even to the broken mustard-spoon; 
and I do hope, if Captain Truck's soul is permitted to su- 
perintend the pantry any longer, it will be quite beatified and 
encouraged with my prudence and oversight. I left all the 
rest of the table furniture, sir; though i suppose these 
muscle-roea will not have much use for any but the oyster- 
knives, as I am informed they eat with their fingers. I de- 
clare it is quite oppressive and uhhuman to have such wag- 
aboiids rummaging one's lockers !" 

" Rouse away, my man, and light up ! the ship has caught 
the breeze on her larboard bow, and begins to take the chain 
more freely. Remember that precious beings depend on us 
for safety !" 

" Ay, ay, sir; light up, it is. I fee! quite a concern For 
the ladicR, sir, and more especially for the stores we abandon 
to the underwriters, A better-found ship never came out of 
St. Catherine's Docks or the East River, particularly in the 
pantry department; and I wonder what these wretches will 
do with her. They will be quite abashed ivith her con- 
veniences, air, and unable to enjoy them. Poor Toast, tiio ( 
he will have a monstrous unpleasant time with the muscle- 
men; for he never eats fish; and has quite a genteel atid 
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ametiorated waj' with him. I shouldn't wonder if he foi^ 
sli I hav6 taken so much pains to teach him, sir, unless he's 
dead ; in which case it will be of no use to him in another 
world." 

" That will do," inlerrupfed Paul, (Easing his iaboui 
" the ship is agi-ound from forward aft. We will now hurry 
the spars and sails into the boat, and let the ladies get into 
her." 

In order that the reader Hiay better understand the present 
situation of the ship, it may be necessary to explain wlial 
Mr. Powis and the stewarcl had been doing all this lime- 
By paying out the chains, the ship had fallen farEher astern, 
until she took the ground abaft on the edge of the sand-bank 
so often mentioned ; and, once fast at that end, her bows 
had fallen off, pressed by the wind, as long as the depth of 
the water would allow. She now lay aground forward and 
aft, with her starboard side to the reef, and the launch be 
tween the vessel and the naked sands was completely co- 
vered from the observations and assaults of the barbarians 
by the former. 

Eve, Mademoiselle Viefville, and Mr. Effingham now got 
into the launch, while the others still remaned in the ship to 
•lompleto the preparations. 

" They get on fast with their raft," said Paul, while he 
both worked himself and directed the labour of the others, 
" though wc shall be safe here until they actually quit the 
rocks. Their spars wil! be certain to float down upon the 
ship ; but the movement will necessarily be slow, as the 
water is too deep to admit of setting, even if they had poles, 
of which I see none. Throw these spare sails on the roof 
of the launch, Saunders, They may be wanted before we 
reach a port, should God protect us long enough to effect so 
much. Pass two compasses also into the boat, with all the 
carpenter's tools that have been collected," 

While giving these orders, Pan! was busied in sawing off 
the larger end of the pole-mizzen-top-gallant-mast, to convert 
'.t info a spar for the launch. This was done by the time 
he ceased speaking; a step was made, and, jumping down 
or. (he roo'" of the boat, he cut out a hole to receive it, at a 
Rp<:* he hal previously marked for that purpose. By ihfl 
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time he had done, the epar was ready to be entered, and in 
aaother minute they had Ihe satbfiictioii of seeing a very 
Kiiiiicicnt mast in its place. A royal wiis also stretched to 
its yard, and halyards, tack and slieet, being bent, eveiy- 
Ihing was ready to run up a sail at a moment's warning. As 
this supplied the means of motion, the gentlemen began to 
breathe more freely, and to bethink them of those minor 
comforts and essentials that in the hurry of such a scene 
would Ije iikely to be overlooked. After a few more busy 
minutes, all was pronounced io be ready, and John Effing- 
ham began seriousiy to urge the party to quit the ship ; but 
Paul still hesitated. He strained his eyes in the direction of 
fhe wreck, in the vain hope of yet receiving succour from 
Ihnt quarter; but, of course, uselessly, as it was about the 
liivK! when Captain Truck was warping off with his mft, in 
order to obtain an offing. Just at this moment a party of 
twenty Arabs got upon the spars, which tliey had brought 
together into a single body, and began to drift down slowly 
upon the ship. 

Paul cast a look about him to see if anything else that 
was useful could be found, and his eyes fell upon the gun. 
It struck him that it might be made serviceable as a scare- 
crow in forcing their way throtigh the inlet, and he deter- 
mined to lodge it on fhe roof of the lauitch, for the present, 
at least, and to throw it overboard as soon as they got into 
rough water, if indeed they should be so fortunate as to get 
outside of the reef at all. The stay and yard tackles 
offered the necessary facilities, and he instantly slung the 
piece. A few rounds of the cjtpstan liiled it from the deck, 
a few more bore it clear of the side, and then it was easily 
lowered on the roof, Saunders being sent into the boat to set 
up a stanchion beneath, in order tliat its weight might do no 

The gentlemen at last got into the launch, with the es- 
:;cption of Paul, who still lingered in fhe ship watching the 
orngress of the Arabs, and making his calculations for fhe 
iijture. 

It required great steadiness of nerve, perfect self-redance, 
and an entire confidence in his resources and knowledge, 
for one to remain a passive spectator of the slow drift of the 
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raftj while it gradually settled down on the ship. As it 
approached, Paul was seen by those on it, and, with (he 
usiial duplicity of barbarians, they made signs of amity and 
encouragement. These signs did not deceive the young mail, 
however, who only remained to be a clo.ie observer of their 
conduct, thinking some useful hint might thus be obtained, 
though his caLmoess so far imposed oa the Arabs thai Ihey 
even made signs to tiim to throw them a rope. Believing it 
now time to depart, he answered the signal favourably, and 
disappeared from their sight. 

Even in descending to the boat, this trained and cool 
young seaman betrayed no haste- His movements were 
quick, and everything ivas done with readiness and know- 
ledge certainly, but no confusion or trepidation occasioned 
the loss of a moment. He hoisted the sail, brought down 
(he tack, and then descended beneath the roof, having first 
hauled in the painter, and given the boat a long and vigo- 
rous shove, to force il from the side of the vessel. By this 
last expedient he al once placed thirty feet of water between 
the boat and the Montauk, a space that the Arabs had no 
means of overcoming. As soon as he was beneath the roof 
the sheet was hauled in, and Paul seized the tiller ; which 
had been made, by means of a narrow cut in the boards, to 
play in one of the shutters. Mr, Sharp took a position in 
the bows, where he could see the sands and channels through 
the crevices, directhig the other how to steer ; and just as a 
shout announced the arrival of the raft at the other side of 
the ship, the flap of their sail gav& those in the boat the wel- 
.wme intelligence that they had got so for from her ct.*e( 
us to feel the force of the wind. 
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Tbb departure of the boat was esoeliently timed, flad 
ii left tlie side of the ship while the Arabs on (he raft wei'P 
uooccHpied, and at a little distance, it would have been ex- 
posed to their fire ; for at least a dozen of those who boarded 
hud nnuskets; whereas the boat now glided away lo lee- 
ward, while they were busy in getting up her side, or were 
so near the ship as not to be able to see the launch at all. 
When Paul Powis, who was looking astfrn through a 
crevice, saw the first Arab on the deck of the Montauk, the 
lauQch was already near a cable's lengEh from her, running 
with a fresh and free wind into one oi' the numerous little 
channels that intersected the naked banks of sand. The un- 
usual construction of the boat, with its enclosed 'oof, and 
the circumstance that no one was visible on board her, had 
(he effect lo keep the barbarians passive, until distance put 
her beyond the reach of danger. A few muskets were dis- 
charged, but they were fired at random, and in the bravado 
of a semi-savage state of feeling. 

Paul kept the launch running off free, until he was near 
a mile from the ship, when, finding he was approaching ihe 
reef to the northward and eastward, and that a favourable 
sandbank lay a short distance ahead, he put down the helm, 
let the sheet fly, and the boat's forefoot shot upon the sands. 
By a little management, the launch was got broadside to the 
bank, the water being sufficiently deep, and, when it was 
seciiriNl, the females were enabled to land through the open, 
ing of a shutter. 

The change from Ihe apparent hopelessness of their situ- 
ation, was so great, as to render the wiiole party conipara- 
(Ively happy. Paul and John Effingham united m affirming 
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it would be quite possible to reach ooe of the islands lo leo 
ward in so good a boat, and thai they ought to deem them- 
selves foctunate, under the circumstances, in being the 
masters of a little bark so well found in every essential. 
Eve aod Mademoiselle Viefville, who had fervently returned 
their thanks to the Great Ruler of events, while in the boat, 
walked about the hard sand with even a sense of enjoy- 
ment, aud smiles began again to brighten the beautiful fea- 
tures of the first. Mr, Effingham declared, with a grateful 
lieart, that in ao park, or garden, had he ever before met 
with a promenade that seemed ao delightful as this spot of 
naked and moistened sand, on the sierite coast of the Great 
Desert, lis charm was its security, for its distance from 
every point thai could be approached by the Arabs, rendered 
it, in their eyes, a paradise. 

Paul Powis, however, though he maintained a cheerful 
air, and the knowledge that he had been so instrumental in 
saving the party lightened his heart of a load, and disposed 
him even to gaiety, was not without some lingering remains 
of uneasiness. He remembered the boats of the Dane, and, 
as lie thought it more than probable Captain Truck had 
fallen into the hands of the barbarians, he feared that the 
fatter might yet find the means to lay hands on themselves. 
While he was at work fitting the rigging, and preparing a 
jigger, with a view to render the launch more manageable, 
he cast frequent uneasy glances to the northward, with a 
feverish apprehension that one of the so-Iong-wishcd-for 
boats might at length appear. Their friends he no longer 
expected, hut his fears were all directed towards the prema- 
ture arrival of enemies from that quarter. None appeared, 
however, and Saunders actually lighted a fire on the bank, 
and prepared the grateful refreshment of tea for the whole 
parly ; none of which had tasted food since morning, though 

" Our caterers," sdd Paul, smiling, as he cast his eyes 
over the repast which Ann Sidley had spread on the roof of 
the boat, where they were all seated on stools, boxes, and 
trunks, " our caterers have been of the gentler sex, as any 
one may see, for we have delicacies that are fitter for e bun- 
quet than a desert," 
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"I thought Miss Eve would relish them, sir,' Nanny 
meekly excused herself by saying ; " she is not much ac- 
customed fo a coarse diet ; and mamerzelie, too, likes nice- 
ties, as I believe is the case with all of French extraction." 

Eve's eyes glistened, though she felt it necessary to say 
something by way of apology. 

" Poor Ann has been so long accustomed to humour the 
caprices of a petted girl," she said, " that I fear those v/bo 
will have occasion for all their strength may be the suflerers. 
1 should regret it for ever, Mr. Powis, if yoa, who are every 
way ol'so much importance ta us, should not find the food 
you required." 

" I have very inadvertently and unwittingly drawn down 
upon myself the suspicion of being one of Mr. Monday's 
gourmets, a plain roast and boiled person," the young man 
answered laughingly, " when it was merely my de«ire to 
express the pleasure I had in perceiving that those whose 
comfort and ease are of more account than any thing else, 
have been so well cared for. I could almost starve with 
satisfection, Miss Effingham, if I saw you free from suiier- 
ing under the extraordinary circumstances in which we are 
]>laced." 

Eve looked grateful, and the emotion excited by this 
speech restored all that beauty which had so lately been 
chilled by fear. 

" Did I not hear a dialogue b^veen you and Mr. Saun- 
ders touching the merits of sundry stores that had been left 
m the ship 7" asked John Effingham, turning to Paul by way 
of relieving his cousin's distress. 

" Indeed you might ; he relieved the time we were rousint 
at the chains with a beautiful Jeremiad on the calamities of 
he lockers. I fancy, steward, that you consider the mis- 
fortunes of the pantry as the heaviest disaster that has be- 
fallen the Montauk !" 

Saunders addom smiled. In this particular he resembled 
Captain Truck ; the one subduing all light emotions frcim an 
inveterate habit of serious comicality, and the responsibility 
of command ; and the other having lost most of his disposi- 
tion to merriment, as the cart-horse loses his propensity to 
kick, from being overworked. The steward, moreover, had 
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Uikeii up the conceit that it was indicative of a "nigger" to 
be merry,; and, between dignity, a proper regard to his 
colour — which was about half-way between that of a Gold 
Coast importation, and a rice-plantation overseer, down with 
the fever in his third season — and dogged submission to un- 
mitigated calls on his time, the prevailing character of tha 
poor fellow's physiognomy was that of a dolproua sentimen- 
tality: He believed himself to be materially refined by hav- 
ing had so much intimate commuiiicatioa with gentlemen 
and ladies, suffering under sea-sickness, and he knew that 
no man in the ship could use language like that he had 
always at his finger's ends. While so stroogly addicted to 
melancholy, therefore, he was fond of hearing himself talk; 
and, palpably encouraged as he had now been by John 
Effingham and Paul, and a little emboldened by the fami- 
.larity of a shipwreck, 'he did not hesitate about mingling in 
the discourse, though hoMmg the Effinghams habitually in 

" I esteem it a great privilege, ladies and gentlemen," he 
observed, as soon as Paul cca<"ed, " to have the honour of 
being wracked (for so the steward, m conformity with the 
Doric of the forecastle, pronounced the word,) in such com- 
pany. 1 should deem it a disgrace to be cast away m some 
society I could name, although I will predicate, as we say in 
America, nothing on their absence. As to what inwolvea 
the stores, it surgested itself to me that the ladies would like 
delicate diet, and I intermated as much to Mrs. Sidley anQ 
t'other French waiting-woman. Do you imagine, gentle 
men, that the souls of the dead are permitted to look back 
at such ewents of this life as touches their own private con 
ceros and feelings?" 

" That would depend, 1 should think, steward, on the 
nature of the employment of the souls themselves," returned 
.'ohn Effingham. "There must be certain souls to which any 
occupation would be more agreeable than that of looking 
Xihind them. But, may I ask why you inquired" 

"Because, Mr. John Effingham, sir, I do not believe Cap- 
lain Truck can ever be happy in heaven, as long as the ship 
is ill the hands of the Arabs ! If she had been honourably 

'' fairly wracked, and the captain suffercated by dvown- 
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,ing, lie could go lo steep iike another Christian ; but, I do 
thinlc, air, if there Us any special perdition for seamen, it 
must be to see their vessel rummaged by Arabs. I'll war- 
rant, now, those blackguards have had ihdr fingers in every 
thing already ; sugar, chocolafo, raisins, coffee, cakes, and 
all! I wonder who they think would like to use artitlias 
they have handled ! And there is poor Toast, gentlemen, 
an aspiring am* improving young man ; one who had the 
materials of a good steward in him, though I can hardly say 
they were completely deweloped. I did took forward to Iho 
day when I could consign him to Mr. Leach as my own 
predecessor, when Captain Truck and I should retire, as I 
Iiave no doubt we should have done on the same day, but 
for this distressing accident, I dewoutly pray that Toast la 
deceased, for I would rather any misfortune should befal him 
in the other world than that ho should be compelled to asso- 
ciate with Arab niggers in this. Dead or alive, ladies, I am 
an advocate for a man's keeping, himself respectable, and in 
proper company." 

So elastic had the spirits of the whole become by their 
unlooked-lbr escape, that Saunders was indulged to the lop 
of his humour, and while he served the meal, passing 
between his fire on the sands and the roof of the launch, he 
enjoyed a heartier gossip than any he had had since they 
left the dock; not even excepting those sniggering scenea 
with Mr. Toast in the pantry, in which he used to unbend 
himself a little, forgetting his dignity as steward ia the. 
n^ivo propensities of the black. 

Paul Powis entered but a moment into the trifling, (or oi 
him rested the safety of all. He alone could navigate, O! 
even manage the boat in rough water ; and, while the others 
confided so implicitly in his steadiness and skill, he felt th( 
usvsal burthen of responsibility. When the supper was 
ended, and the party were walking up and down the little 
islet of sand, he took his station on the roof therefoi-e, ano 
examined the proceedings of the Arabs with the glass ; Mr. 
Sharp, with a sjiedes of chivalrous self-denial that was not 
lost on his companion, foregoing the happiness of walking 
Ht the side of Eve, to remain near him. 

" The wretches have laid waste the cabins alreidy !" ob 
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servfid Mr. Sharp, wlien Paul had been looking at the ship 
some little lime- " Tl'.at which it took months to produce 
they will destroy in an hour." 

" I Jo not see that," returned Paul ; " there are but about 
fifty in the ship, and their efforts seem to be directed to haul- 
ing her over against the rocks. They have no means of 
landing their plunder where ehe lies; and I suspect there is 
a sort of convention that all are to start faift One or two, 
who appear to be chiefs, go in and out of the cabins ; but 
the rest are actively engaged in endeavouring to move the 

" And with what success V 

" None, apparently. It exceeds their knowledge of me- 
chanics to force so heavy a mass from its position. The 
wind has driven the ship firmly on the bank, and nothing 
short of the windlass, or capstan, can remove her. These 
Ignorant creatures have got two or three small ropes between 
the vessel and the reef, and are pulling fruitlessly at both 
ends ! But our chief concern will be to find an outlet into 
the ocean, when we \vill make the best of our way towards 
the Cape de Verds." 

Paul now commenced a long and close examination of the 
reef, to ascertain by wh^ ojienings he might get the lanncli 
on the outside. To the northward of the great inlet there 
was a continued line of rocks, on which he was sorry to 
perceive armed Arabs beginning to show themselves; a sign 
that the barbarians etill entertained the hope of capturing the 
party. Southward of the inlet there were many places m 
which a boat might pass at half-tide, and he trusted to getting 
through one of them as soon as it became dark. As the es- 
cape in the boat could not have been foreseen, the Arabs had 
not yet brought down upon them the boats of the wreck ; 
but should morning dawn and find them still within the reef, 
he saw no hope of final escape against boats that would pos 
Bess IJie advantage of oars, ignorant as the barbaiiant, mighi 
be of their proper use. 

Every thing was now ready. The mter or of the hunch 
was divided into two apartments by counteipdues, tnuiks 
and boxes ; the females spreading then mattresses m the foi 
W »rd I'oom, and the males in the other Some i: 1 those pro 
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found interpreters of the law, who iOustrate legislation liy 
die devices of Irado, had sliipiJed in the Montauk several 
handred mde leaden busts of Napoleon, with a view to save 
the distinction in duties between the metal manufactured ajid 
the metal unmanufectured. Four or five of these busts had 
been struck into the launch as ballast. They were now 
snugly stowed, together with the water, and all the heavier 
articles, in the bottom of the boat. The jigger had been 
made and bent, and a suitable mast waa stepped by means 
of the roof. In short, every provision for comfort or safety 
that Paul could think of had been attended to ; and every 
thing waa in readiness to re-embark as soon as the proper 
hour should arrive. 

The gentler portion of the party were seated on the ed^* 
of the roof, watching the setting sun 
course with feelings more attempered t 
tion than had been the case immediately after their escape. 
The evening had a little of that wild and watery aspect 
which, about the same hour, had given Captain Truck so 
much concern, but the sun dipped gorgeously into the liquid 
world of the West, and the whole scene, includiiig the end- 
less desert, the black reef, the stranded ship, and the move- 
ments of the bustling Arabs, was one of gloomy grandeur. 

" Could we foretell the events of a month," said John 
Efifinsham, " with what different feelings from the present 
would life be chequered ! When we left London, the twenty 
days since, our eyes and minds were filled with the move- 
ments, cares, refinements, and interest of a great and po- 
lished capital, and here we sit, houseless wanderers, gazing 
al an eventide on the coast of Africa I In this way, young 
men, and young ladies too, will you find, as life glides away 
that the future will disappoint the expectations of the present 
moment !" 

" All futures are not gloomy, cousin Jack," said Eve ; 
" nor is all hope doomed to meet with disappointment. A 
merciful God cares for us when we are reduced to despair 
on our own account, and throws a ray of unexpected light 
en our darkest hours. Certainly we, of all his creatures, 
fMight not to deny thisl" 

" I do not deny it. We have been rescued in a mannet 
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» .impl. «, 
as to be aim 

Powis, as you call him — h gl 1 he secret 

of the masquerade — but t d h j, I been a 

seaman, it woufd have su p d [1 m get this 

boat iolo the water, or ev 1 p p I ere she 

even launched. I look p h p f being the 

first great providential ia p our be- 

half; and his superior sk II d d h profes- 

sion as a circumstance of es p ce ' 

Eve was silent ; but h ^1 h ky wau 

scarcely more radiaot and bright than the look she cast on 
the subject of the remark. 

" It is no great merit to be a seaman, for the trade is 
like another, a mere matter of practice and education," 
observed Paul, after a moment of awkward hesitation, 
" If, as you say, I have been instrumental in serving you, 
[ shall never regret the accidents — crue! accidents of my 
early life I had almost called them— rthat cast my fortunes 
80 early on the ocean." 

A falling pin would have been heard, and all hoped the 
young man would proceed; but he chose to be silent. 
Saunders happened to overhear the remark, for he was 
aiding Ann Sidley in the boat, and he took up the subject 
where it was left by the other, in a little aside with his 
companion. 

" It is a misfortune that Mr. Dodge is not here to ques- 
tion the gentleman," said the steward to his assistant, 
" and then we might hear more of his adwentores, ivhich, I 
make no doubt, have been werry pathetic and romaniical. 
Mr, Dodge is a genuine inquisitor. Mistress Ann ; not s«ch 
an inquisitor as burns people and flays them in Spain, 
where I have been, but such an inquisitor as torments peo- 
ple, and of whom we have iota in America." 

" Let the poor man rest in peace," said Nanny, sighing 
"He's gone to his great account, steward; and I feai 
we shall none of us make as good a figure as we might at 
the final settling. Besides Miss Eve, 1 never knew a mor- 
tal that wasn't more or less a sinner.'' 

" So they ail aaj ; and I must allow thai my experience 
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leuris lo the wicked side of the question. Caplain Trucli, 
now, was a worthy man ; but he had his Taults, as well aa 
Toast. In the first place he would swear when things 
took him aback ; and then, he had no prewarication about 
■speaking bis mind of a fellow-creature, if the cdSee hap- 
pened lo be thick, or the poultry didn't take fat kindly. 
I've known him box the compass with oaths if the ship 
was got in irons." 

"It's very sinful; and it is to be f 
man was made to think of all this in hi 

" If the Arabs undertook to cannibalize him, 1 think lie 
must have given it lo them right and left," continued Satin- 
dera, wiping an eye, lor between him and the captain (here 
had existed some such affection as the prisoner comes lo 
feel for the handcuffs with which be avnuses his enniii, 
" some of his oaths would choke a dog," 

" Well, let him rest — let him rest. Providence is kind , 
and the poor man may have repented in season." 

" And Toast, too I I m sure, Mrs. Ann, I forgive Toast 
dl the little mistalces he made, &om the bottom of my heart , 
and particularly that affair of the beefsteak that he let fall 
into the'coffee the morning that Captain Tnick took me so 
flat aback about it ; and t pray most dewoutly that the cap- 
tain, now he has dropped this mortal coil, and that there is 
nothing left of him but soul, may not lind it out, lest it should 
breed ill-blood between them in heaven." 

" Steward, you scarcely know what you say," interrupted 
Ann, shocked at his ignorance, " and 1 will speak of it no 

Mr. Saunders was compelled to acquiesce, and he amused 
himself by listening to what was said by those on the roof. 
As Paul did not cl^x^se to explain farther, however, the c«n- 
vereation was resumed as if he had said nothing. They 
talked of their escape, their hopes, and of the supposed fate 
of the rest of the party ; the discourse leaving a feeling of 
sadness on all, that harmonized with the melancholy, but not 
nnpicturesque, scene in which they were placed. At length 
the night set in ; and aa it threatened to be dark and damp, 
the ladies early made tiieir arrangements to retire. The 
gcntlemea remained on the sands much later ; and it wait 
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leii o clock before Paul Powis and Mr. Shai^j, who had as- 
sumed the watch, were left alone. 

This was about an hour later than the period atreadji de- 
scribed as the moment when Captain Truck disposed him- 
self to sleep in the launch of the Dane. The weather had 
sensibly altered in the brief interval, and there were signs 
tiiat, to the understanding of our youug seaman, denoted a 
change. The deirkness wns intense. So deep and pitchy 
black, indeed, had the nighl become, that even the land was 
no longer to be distinguished, and the only clues the two 
gentlemen had to its position were the nnouidering watcli- 
fires of the Arab camp, and the direction of the wind. 

" We will now make an attempt," said Paul, stopping in 
his short walk on the sand, and examining the murky vault 
over head. " Midnight is aear ; and by two o'clock the tide 
will be entirely up. It ia a dark nighl to thread these nar- 
row channels in, and to go out upon the ocean, too, in so 
frail a bark ! But the alternative is worse." 

" Would it not be better to allow the water to rise still 
higher t I see by these sands that it has not yet done coming 

" There is not much tide in these low latitudes, and the 
little rise that is left may help us off" a bank, should we strike 
one. If you ^vill get u\toa the roof, I will bring in the grap- 
nels and force the boat oiT." 

Mr. Sharp complied, and in a few minutes the launch was 
floating slowly away from the hospitable bank of sand. Paul 
hauled out the jigger, a small sprit-sail, that kept itaeli close- 
hauled from being fastened to a stationary boom, and a little 
mast stepped quite aft, the effect of which was to press the 
boat against the wind. This brought the launch's head up, 
and it was just possible to see, by close attention, that they 
had a sligiil motion through the water. 

" I quit that bank of sand as one quits a tried friend,"' 
said Paul, all the conversation now being in little more 
than whispers : " when near it, I know where we are ; 
but presently we shall be absolutely lost in this intense 
darkness." 

" We have the fires of the Arabs for lighthouses still." 

"They may give us some faint notions of our positioi. 
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but light like that is a very treacherous guide ui so dark u 
night. We have tittle else to do but to keep an eyo on the 
water, and to endeavour to gel to windward," 

Paul set the lug-sail, into which he had converted the 
royal, and seated himself directly in the eyes of the boat, 
with a leg hanging down on each side of the cutwater. Ha 
had rigged lines to the tiller, and with one in each hand be 
steered, as if managing a boat with yoke-lines. Mr, Sharp 
was seated at hand, holding the sheet of the mainsail ; a boat^ 
hook and a light spar lying on the roof near by, i 
to be used should they ground. 

While on the bank, Paul had observed that, by I 
the boat near the wbd, he might stretch through one of the 
widest of the channels for near two miles unless disturbed 
by currents, and that, when at its southern end, he should 
be far enough to windward to fetch the inlet, but for the 
banks of sand that might lie in hia way. The distance had 
prevented his discerning any passage through the reef at the 
farther end of this ohanne!; but, the boat drawing only two 
feet of water, he was not without hopes of being able to find 
one. A chasm, that was deep enough to prevent the pas- 
sage of the Arabs when the tide was in, would, he thought, 
certainly suffice for tlieir purpose. The progress of thehoat 
was steady, and reasonably fast ; hut it was like moving in 
a mass of obscurity. The gentleman watched the watei 
ahead intently, with a view to avoid the bants, but with lit- 
tle success i for, as they advanced, it was merely one pile 
of gloom succeeding another. Fortunately the previous ob- 
servation of Paul availed them, and for more than half an 
hour their progress was uninterrupted. 

"They sleep in security beneath us," said Paul, " while 
we are steering almost at random. This is a strange and 
hazardous situatien in which we are placed. The obscurity 
renaers all the risks double." 

" By the watch-fires, we must have nearly crossed the 
bay, and I should think we are now quite near the southern 
reef." 

" I think the same ; but I like not this baffling of the 
wind. It comes fresher at moments, but it is in puffs, and 
fear there will be a shift It is now my best pilot.'" 
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'• That Slid tilt! fires." 

" The fires aro treacherous always. It looks darker tlian 
ever ahead !" 

The wind ceased blowing altogether, and the sail fell in 
heavily. ■ Almost at the same moment Ihe launch lost ita 
way, and Paul had time to thrust the boot-hook forward just 
in season lo prevent its striking a rock. 

" This is a part of the reef, then, that is never covered," 
said he. " If you wiii get on the rocks end hold the boat, I 
will endeavour to examine the place for a passage. Were 
we one hundred feet to the southward and westward, we 
should be in the open ocean, awd comparatively safe." 

Mr. Sharp complied, and Paul descended carefully on the 
reef, feeling his way in the intense darkness by means of the 
boat-hook. He was absent ten minutes, moving with great 
caution, as there was the danger of his falling into the sea 
at every step- His friend began to be uneaw, and the whole 
of the jeopardy of their situation presented itself vividly lo 
his mind in that brief space of lime, should accident befall 
their only guide. He was looking anxiously m the direction 
in which Paul had disappeared, when he leit a gripe of his 

"Breathe even with care!" whi=pcied Paui hurriedly. 
"These rocks are covered with Aial«, who have chosen to 
remain on the dry parts of the reef, in reidiness for their 
plunder in the morning. Thank Heaven' I have found you 
agmn ; for I was beginning to despair. To hnve called to 
you would have been certain capture, as eight or ten of the 
barbarians are sleepmg within fifty feet of us. Get on the 
roof with the least possible noise, and leave the rest to me.' 

As soon as Mr. Sharp was in the boat, Paul gave it a 
violent shove from the rocks, and sprang on the roof at the 
same moment. This forced the launch astern, and procured 
a momentary safety. But the wind had shifted. It now 
came baffling, and in pufis, from the Desert, a circumstance 
that brought them again to leeward. 

" This is the commencement of the trades," said Paul 
"they have beeo inlemipted by the late gale, but nre-reluni 
iijg. Were we outside the reef, our pr.iyers could not bi 
more kindly answered than by giving us this very wind 
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but hf re, where we are, it comes unseasonably. Ha ! — tliis, 
at !eaat, helps her !" 

A pufT from the land filled the sails, and the ripple of ihe 
water at the stern was jusl audible. The helm was at- 
Itnded to, and the boat drew slowly from the reef and a- 

"We have all reason for gratitude! That danger, al 
loaat, is avoided. Ha ! the boat is aground !" 

Sure enough the launch was on the sands. They were 
Biiil so near the rocks, as to require the utmost caution 
in their proceedings. Using the spar with great care, the 
gentlemen discovered that the boat hung astern, and there 
remained no choice but patience. 

" It is fortunate the Arabs have no dogs with them on 
the rocks : you hear them howling incessantly in tlieir 

" It is, truly. Think you wc can ever litid the inlet in 
this deep obscurity V 

" It is our only course. By following the rocks we 
should be certain to discover it ; but you perceive they are 
already out of sight, though they cannot be thirty fathoms 
from us. The helm is free, and the boat must be clear of 
the bottom again. This fast puff has helped us." 

Another silence succeeded, during which the launch 
moved slowly onward, though whither, neither of the gen- 
tlemen could teli. But a single fire remained in sight, and 
that glimmered lilte a dying blaze. At times the wind 
came hot and arid, savouring of the Desert, and then in- 
tervals of death-like calm would follow. Paul watched the 
boat narrowly for half an hour, turning every breath of air 
;o the best account, though he was absolutely ignorant of 
[lis position. The reef had not been seen again, and three 
several limes they grounded, the tide as often floating them 
iff. The course, too, had heen repeatedly varied. The re- 
iult was that painful and profound sensation of helpless 
less that overcomes us all when the chain of association U 
irolteo, and reason becomes an agent less usefoi than in- 
itinct. 

" The last fire is out," whispered Paul. " 1 fear that tlm 
lay will dawn and find us stitf within tt e reef." 
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" 1 see an object near us. Can it be a high bauk ?" 

The wind had entirely ceased, and the boat was almosl 
without fflolion. Paul saw a darkness more intense even 
Ihao common ahead of him, and he leaned forward, natu- 
rally raising a hand before him in precaution. Something 
, he touched, be knew not what; but feeling a hard smooth 
Burface, that he al first mistook for a rock, he raised his 
eyes slowly, and discerned, by the little light thai lingered 
in the vault of heaven, a dim tracery that he recognized. 
Hia hand was on the quarter of the ship ! 

" 'Tis the Montauk !" he whispered breathlessly, " and 
her decks roust be covered with Arabs. Hist ! — do yon 
hear nothing?" 

They listened, and smothered voices, those of the watch, 
mingled with low laughter, were quite audible. This was 
a crisis to disturb the coolness of one less trained and 
steady than Paul ; but he preserved his self-possession. 

" There is good as well as evil in this," he whispered. 
"I now know our precise position ; and, God be praised I 
the inlet is near, could we but reach it. — By a strong shove 
we can always force the launch from the vessel's side, and 
prevent their boarding us ; and I think, with extreme cau- 
tion, we may even haul the boat past the ship undetected." 

This delicate task was undertaken. It was necessary to 
avoid even a tread heavier than common, a fall of the boat- 
hook, or a collision with the vessel, as the slightest noise be- 
came distinctly audible in the profound stillness of deep night. 
Once enlightened as to his r^ position, however, Paul saw 
with his mind's eye obstructions that another might not have 
avoided. He knew exactly where to lay his hand, when to 
bear off, and when to approach nearer to the side of the ship, 
as he warily drew the boat along the massive hull- — The 
yard of the launch luckily leaned towards the reef, and 
offered no impediment. In this manner, then, the two gen- 
tlemen hauled their boat as far as the hows of the ship, and 
Paul was on the point of giving a last push, with a view to 
shove it to as great a distance possible ahead, of the packet, 
wlien its movement was suddenly and violently arrested. 
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CHAPTER XXT. 



And when the hours of real 
Come, like a calm upon Ihe mid-sea brine 

The quiet of thai moment, too, is ihine ; 

It breathes of him who lieepa 
The vast aod helpless ciiy while it sleeps. 

Bbvant. 

It was chilling to meet with this unexpected and sudden 
check at so critical a moment. The first impression waa, 
that some one of the hundreds of Arabs, who were known 
DO be near, had laid a hand on the launch ; but this fear 
vanished on examination. No one was visible, and the side 
of the boat was untouched. The boat-hook could find no 
impediment in the water, and it was not possible that they 
could again be aground. Raising the boat-hook over hia 
head, Paul soon detected the obstacle. The line used by the 
barbarians in (heir efibrts to move the ship was stretched 
from the forecastle to the reef, and it lay against the boat's 
mast. It was severed with caution ; but the short end slip- 
ped from the hand of Mr. Sharp, who cut the rope, and fell 
into the water. The nobe was heard, and the watch on the 
deck of the ship made a rush towards her side. 
■ No time was to be lost ; but Paul, who still held the outer 
rmd of the line, pulJed on it vigorously, hauling the boat 
swiftly from the ship, and, at the same lime, a little in ad- 
vance. As soon as this was done, he dropped the line and 
seized the tiller-ropes, iii order to keep the launch's head in 
a direction between the two dangere — the ship and the reef. 
This was not done without some Htlle noise ; the footfall on 
Ihe roof, and the plash of the water when it received the 
line, were audible ; and even the element washing under the 
^ows of the boat was heard. The Arabs of the ship called 
o those on the reef, and the latter answered. They took 
he alarm, and awoke their comrades, for, knowing as they 
lid, thai the parly of Captain Truck waa still at liberty, Ih^ 
ipprehended an atbick. 
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The clamour ani! uproar that su^-ceeded wire tirnfir 
Muskets weie di-,chiiged at miidorn, and thp noT-^e-i ft Dm 
ihc camp echoed thp cries and tumult from the vpssel and 
the rocks Those who had been sl«~pmg in the boat weie 
rudely awaked, and Saundero jomed m the cues through 
hheer fnght But the two gentlemen on deck soon caused 
their companions to understand then situation, and to oh 
serve a profound silent, e 

" Thoy do not appear to see us," whispered Paul to Eve 
as he bent over, so as to put his head aX an open window ; 
" and a return of the breeze may still save us. There is a 
great alarm among them and no doubt they know we are 
not distant ; but so long as they cannot tell precisely where, 
we are comparatively safe. — Their cries do us good service 
as land-marks, and you may be certain I shall not approach 
the spots were they are heard. Pray Heaven for a wind, 
dearest ftfiss Effingham, pray Heaven for a wind !" 

Eve silently, but fervently did pray, while the young 
man gave all his attention again to the boat. — As soon as 
they were clear of the lee of the ship, the baffling puffs 
returned, and there were several minutes of a steady 
little breeze, during which the boat sensibly moved away 
from the noises of the ship. On the reef, however, the 
clamour still continued, and the gentlemen were soon satis- 
fied that the Arabs had stationed themselves along the 
whole line of rocks, wherever the latter were bare at high 
water, as was now nearly the case, to the northward aa 
well as to the southward of the opening. 

" The tide is still entering by the inlet," said Paul, " and 
we have its current to contend with. It is not strong, but 
a trifle is important at a moment like this I" 

" Would it not be possible to reach the bank inside of 
us, and to shove the boat ahead by means of these light 
spars V asked Mr. Sharp. 

The suggestion was a good one ; but Paul was afraid 
the noise in the water might reach the Arabs, and expose 
the parly to their fire, as the utmost distance between the 
reef and the inner bank at that particular spot did not 
exceed a hundred fathoms. At length another puff of aii 
from the land pressed upon their sails, and the wafer once 
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More rippled beneath the bows of the boat. Paul's heart 

iitmX hard, and as he managed the tiller-lines, he strained 

s eyes uselessly in order to penetrate the massive-looking 



■' Snrel}," he said to Mr. Sharp, who stood constantly 
it his elbow, " these cries are directly ahead of us ! We 
ire steering for the Arabs !" 

" We have got wrong in the dark then. Lose not a 
nomeni to keep the boat away, for here to leeward therf 
ire poises." 

As all this was self-evident, though confused in his 
reckoning, Paul put up the helm, and the boat fell off 
nearly dead before the wind. Her motion being now com- 
paratively rapid, a few minutes produced an obvious change 
in the direction of the diflerent groups of clamorous Arabs, 
(hough they also brought a material lessening in the force 
of the air. 

" I have it !" said Paul, grasping his companion almost 
convulsively by the arm. " We are at the inlet, and 
heading, I Irust, directly through it! You hear the cries 
on our right ; they come from the end of the northern reef, 
white these on our left are from the end of the southern. 
The sounds from the ship, the direction of the land breeze, 
our distance — all confirm it, and Providence again be- 
friends us I" 

" It will be a fearful errov should we be mistaken!" 

" We cannot be deceive i since nothing else will explain 
the circumstances. There! — the boat feels the ground- 
swell — a blessed and certain sign that we are at the inlet ! 
Would thai this tide were done, or that we had more 
wind !" 

Fifteen feverish minutes succeeded. At momenta the 
puITs of night-air would force the boat ahead, and then 
again it was evident by the cries that she fell astern under 
the influence of an adverse current. Neither was it easy 
to keep her on the true course, for the slightest variation 
(rom the direct line in a tide's way causes a vessel to sheer. 
To remedy the latter danger', Paul was obliged to watch his 
liclm closely, having no other guide than the noisy and 
jontinued vociferations of the Arabs. 
29 
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"These liflings of the boat are full of hope," resi-med 
Paul ; " I think, too, that they increase." 

" 1 perceive but little difference, though 1 would gladly 
see all you wish." 

" I am certain the swell i 
rises and falls more frequently, 
swein" 

" Quite obviously : I perceived it before we kept the bo.a 
away. This variable air is cruelly tantalizing!" 

« Sir George Templemore — Mr. Fowls," said a soft voice 
at a window beneath them. 

"Miss Effingham!" said Paul, so eager that he suffered 
the tiller;line to escape him. 

"These are frightful cries! — Shall we never be rid of 
them !" 

" If it depended on me — on either of us — they should dis. 
tress you no more. The boat is slowly entering the inlet, 
but has to struggle with & head-tide. The wind baffles, and 
is light, or in ten minutes we should be out of danger." 

" Out of this danger, but only to encounter another!" 

" Nay, I do not think much of the risk of (he ocean in 
so stout a boat. At the most, we may be compelled to cut 
away the roof, which makes our little bark somewhat clumsy 
in appearance, though it adds infinitely (o its comfort. I, 
think we shall soon get the trades, before which our launch, 
mth its house even, will be able to make good weather." 

" We are certaiijy nearer those cries than before 1" 

Paul felt his ehedt glow, and hia hand hurriedly sought 
the tiller-line, for the boat had sensibly sheered towards the 
northern reef. A puff of air helped to repair his oversight, 
and all in the launch soon perceived that the cries were 
gradually but distinctly drawing more aft 

" The current lessens," said Paul, " and 4 is full hme ; 
for it must l>e near high water. We shall soon fpel it in .lur 
iavoyr, when all will be safe !" 

" This is indeed blessed tidings ! and no gratitude can 
ever repay the debt we owe you, Mr. Powis i" 

The puffs of air now reqiiii-ed all the attention of Paul, 
for they again became variable, and at last the wind Irew 
directly ahead in a continued current for half an hou» As 
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soon as this change was felt, the sails were trimmet! Icj it, 
ftnd the boat began to stir the water under her bows. 

" The shift was so sudden, that we cannot be miatakrjn io 
its direction," Paul remarlfed ; " besides, those cries stiil 
serve as pilots. Never was uproar more agreeable." 

"I feel the bottom with this spar!" said Mr. Sharp sud- 

" Merciful Providence protect and shield the weak and 

lovely " 

"Nay, 1 feel it no longer; we are already in diiepei 

" It was the rock on which the seamen stood when we 
entered !" Paul exclaimed, Breathing more freely. " I like 
those voices settling more under our lee, too. We will keep 
this lack" (the boat's head was to the northwak-d) " until wo 
hit the reef, uidess warned off again by the cries." 

The boat now moved at the rate of five miles m the hour, 
or faster than a man walks, eve#when in quick motion. Its 
rising and falHng denoted the long heavy swell of the ocean, 
and the wash of water began to be more and more audibie, 
as she settled into the sluggish swells. 

■ " That sounds like the surf on the reef," continued Paul ; 
" every thing denotes the outside of the rocks." 

" God send it prove so !" 

" That is clearly a sea breaking on a rock ! It is awk- 
wardly near, and to leeward, and yet i! is sweet to tlie ear 
Bs music" 

The boat stood steadily on, making narrow escapes from 
jutting roclts, as was evinced by the sounds, and once or 
twice by the sight even ; but the cries shifted gradually, and 
were soon quite aslsm. Pau! knew that the I'eef trended 
oast soon after passing the inlet, and he felt the hope that 
they were fast leaving its western extremity, or the part that 
ran (he farthest into the ocean ; after efiecting which, there 
would be more water to leeward, his own course being 
iiearly north, as he supposed. 

The cries drew still farther aft, and more distant, e' d the 
-iuUen wash of the surf' was no longer so near as to seem 
Cresh and tangible. 

" Hand me the lead and line, that lie at the foot of tlie 
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mast, il you please," said Paul. " Our water seems sensi- 
bly to deepen, and the seas have become more regular." 

He ho¥(; a cast, and found six fathoms of water ; a proof, 
be thoiighl, that they were quite clear of the reef. 

" Now, dear Mr. Effingham, Miss Effingham, Mademoi- 
selle," he cried cheerfully, " now I believe we may indeed 
deem ourselves beyond the reach of the Arabs, unless a gale 
force us again on their inhospitable shores." 

" Is it permitted to speak ?" asked Mr. Effingham, who 
had maiotained a steady but almost breathless silence. 

" Freely : we are quite beyond the reach of (he voice ; 
and this wind, though blowing from a quarter I do not like, 
is carrying us away from the wretches rapidly." 

It was not safe in the darkness, and under the occasional 
heaves of the boat, for the others to come on the roof; but 
they opened llie shutters, and looked out upon the gloomy 
water with a sense of security- they could not have deemed 
possible for people in their*situation. The worst was over 
for the moment, and there b a relief in present escape that 
temporarily conceals future dangers. ITiey could converse 
mthout the fear of alarming their enemies, and Paul spoke 
encouragingly of their prospects. It was his intention to 
stand to the northward until he reached the wreck, when, 
failing to get any tidings of their friends, they might make 
ihe bffiit of their way to the nearest island to [eeward. 

With this cheering news the party beiow again disposed 
diemseivea to sleep, while the two young men maintained 
(heir posts on the roof. 

" We must resemble an ark," said Paul laughing, as he 
seated himself on a box near the stem of the boat, " and I 
should thmk would frighten the Arabs from an attack, bai! 
they even the opportunity to make one. This house we 
carry will prove a troublesome companion, should we en- 
counter a heavy and a head sea." 

" You say it may easily be gotten rid of." 

" Nothing would be easier, the whole apparatus being 
made to ship and unship. Before the wind wo might carry 
it a long tinie, and it would even hel]) lis along ; but on a 
wind it makes us a little top.heavy, besides giving us a lee- 
ovard set. In the evi nt of rain, or of bad weather of any 
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BOrt, it would be a treasure to us all, more especially to the 
females, ahd I think we had better keep it as long as pos- 
sible." 

The half hour of breeze already mentioned sufficed to 
carry the boat some" distance to ^e northward, when it 
fiiiled, aod the puffe from Ihe land returned, Paul supposed 
they were quite two miles from the inlet, and, trying the 
lead, he found ten fathoms of water, a proof that they bsid 
also gradually receded from the shore. Still nothing but a 
dense darkness sarrounded them, though there could no 
longer be the smallest doubt of their being in the open ocean. 

For near an hour the light baffling air came in puffs, as 
before, during which time the launch's head was kept, as 
near as the two gentlemen could judge, to the northward, 
making but little progress ; and then the breeze drew gra- 
dually round into one quarter, and commenced blowing with 
a steadiness that they had not experienced before that night. 
Ptuil suspected this change, though he had no certain means 
of knowing it ; for as soon as the wind baffled, his course 
had got to be conjectural again. As the breeze freshened, 
the speed of the boat necessarily augmented, though she was 
kept always on a wind ; and after half an hour's progress, 
the gentlemen became once more uneasy as to Ihe direction. 

" It would be a cruel and awkward fate to hit the reef 
again," said Paul ; " and yet I cannot be sure that we are 
not running directly for it," 

" We have compasses ; let us strike a light and look into 
the matter." 

" It were better had we done this more early, for a light 
might now prove dangerous, should we really have altered 
the course in this intense darkness. There is no remedy, 
however, and the risk must be taken. I will first try the 

A cast was made, and the result was two and a half 
fethoms of water. 

" Put the helm down !" cried Paul, springing to the sheet : 
■' lose not a moment, but down with Ihe helm I" 

The boat did not work freely under her impoifect sail 
and with (he roof she carried, and a moment of painfui 
jnxie'.y succeeded. Paul managed,, however, to get a par" 
:>f the sail aback, and he felt more secure. 
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-' The boat has stern-way : sh ft h h Im M Sha p " 

This was done, the yard was d pped and h two ung 

men felt a relief iilmosl equal to ha h had p enced 

on clearing the inlet, when they f d h I h n 

drawing ahead, obedient to her rudd 

" We are near something, reel h d P 

standing with the lead-Uae in h h d d 

heave. " I think it can hardly b I fa 1 

Waiting a iew minutes, he hove the lead, and, to his in- 
finite joy, got three fathoms fairly. 

" That is good news. We are hauling off the danger, 
whatever it may be," he said, as he felt (he mark : "and 
now for the compass." 

Saunders was called, a light was struck, and the com- 
passes were both examined. These faithful but mysterious 
guides, which have so long served man while they have 
baffled ail his ingeoiiily to discover the sources of their 
power, were, as usual, true to their governing principle. 
The boat was heading norlh-north-west j the wind was at 
north-east, and before they tacked they had doubtless been 
standing directly for the beach, from which they could not 
have been distant a half quarter oF a mile, if so much. A 
few more minutes would have carried them into the break- 
ers, capsized the boat^ and most probably drowned all be- 
low the roof, if not those on it. 

Paul shuddered as these facts forced themselves on his 
attention, and he determined to stand on his present course 
for two hours, when daylight would render his return to- 
wards the land without danger. 

" This is the trade," he said, " and it will probably stand. 
We have a current to contend with, as well as a head-wind ; 
but I think we can weather the cape by morning, when we 
can gel a purvey of the wreck by means of the glass. If 
we discover nothing, I shall bear up at once for the Cape de 
Verds." 

The two gentlemen now took the helm in turns, he who 
slept fastening himself to the mast, as a precaution against 
being rolled into the sea by the motion of the boat. In fif- 
teen fathoms water thev tacked again, and stood to the east- 
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soiilh-east, having made certain, by a fresh (ixaminatior ol 
-he compass, that the wind stood in the same quarter as be 
fore. The moon rose soon after, and, although the mtirning 
was clouded and lowering, 'cliere was then sufficient light to 
remove all danger from the darkness. At length this long 
and anxious night terminated in the usual ati-eak of day, 
which gleamed across the dosert. 

Paul was at the helm, steering more by instinct than any 
thing else, and oocasKnially nodding at his post ; for two 
successive nights of watching and a day of severe toil had 
overcome his sense of daogerj and his care for others. 
Strange fancies beset men at such moments ; and his busy 
imagination was ru n'ng o e some of the s enes of h 
early youth, when e I h sen-jc o h s an le nf, fa 
culties made him hea the u ual bnef sj d h I of 

" Boat ahoy !" 

Paul opened his e felt that 1 tille v; as h s ha d 
and was about to close the firs a^aio wh tl w o d e 
more sternly repeated 

"Boat ahoy! — what crafts that? Answer, or expect a 
shot !" 

This was plain English, and Paul was wide awake in an 
instimt. Rubbing his eyes, he saw a line of boats anchored 
directly on his weather buw, with a raft of spars riding 

"Hurrah!" shouted the young man. '^This is Heaven's 
own tidings ' Are these the Montauk's7" 

" Ay, ay. ^Vho the devil are you f 

The truth is. Captain Truck did not recognize his own 
launch in the roya!, roof, and jigger. He had never before 
seen a boat afloat in such a guise ; and in the obscurity of 
the hour, and fresh awakened from a profound sleep, hke 
Paui, his faculties were a little confused. But the latter 
soon comprehended the whole matter. He clapped hie 
helm down, let fly the sheet, and in a minute the launch of 
the packet was riding alongside of the launch of the Dane. 
Heads were out of the shutters, and every boat gavj up 
its sleepers, for the cry was general throughout the little 
^olilla. 

'i'he party just arrived alone felt joy. They found those 
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whom the;' had believed dead, or captives, alive and I i , 
whefeas the others iiow learned the extent of the misfonune 
that had befallen them. For a few minutes this contraat in 
leehng produced an awlcward meeting; but the truth soon 
brought all down to the same sober level. Captain Truck 
received the congratulatiiins of his friends like one in a stu- 
por ; Toast looked amazed as his friend Saunders shook his 
hand ; and the genllemen who had been to the wreck met [he 
cheerfiil greetings of those who had just escaped the Arabs 
hke men who fancied the others mad. 

We pass over the explanations that followed, as every 
one will I'eadily understand them. Captain Truck listened 
lo Paul like one in a trance, and it was some lime after the 
young man had done before he spoke. With a wish to 
cheer him, he was told of the ample provision of stores that 
had been brought off in the launch, of (he trade winds that 
had now appai-eotly set in, and of Ihe great probability of 
Jheir all reaching the islands m safety. Still the old man 
made no reply ; he got on the roof of his own launch, and 
paeed backwards and forwards rapidly, heeding nothing. 
Even Eve spoke to him unnoticed, and the consolations 
offered by her father were not attended to. At length he 
stopped suddenly, and called for his mate. 

" Mr, Leach V 

" Sir." 

" Here is a category for you I" 

" Ay, ay, sir ; it's bad enough in its way ; still we are 
better off than the Danes." 

"You tell me, sir," turning to Paul, "that these foul 
blackguards were actually on tJie deck of llie ship ?" 

" Certainly, Captain Truck. They look complete posses- 
Mon ; for we had no means of keeping them off." 

" And the ship is ashore V 

" Beyond a question." 

"Bilged!" 

" I think not. There is no swell within the reef, and she 
lies on sand." 

" We might have spared ourselves thn trouble. Leach, of 
Siilling these cursed spars, as if Ihey had been so manj 
ooth picks." 
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"That we might, sir; for they will not now serve as 
oven-wood, for want of the oven." 

" A iiamtiable category, Mr, Effingham ! I'm glad 3 ou 
are sale, sir ; and you, too, my dear young lady — God bless 
you !' — Grod bless you ! — It were belter the whole line should 
be in their power than one [ike you !" 

The old seaman's eyes filled as he shook Eve by the hand, 
and for a moment he forgot the ship, 

" Mr. Leaeh ?" 

" Sir." 

" Let the people have their breakfasts, and bear a hand 
about it. We are likely to have a busy morning, sir. Lift 
the kedge, too, aod let us drift down towards these gentry, 
a d tal e a look at then We have both wmd and current 

h a no and shall make q ck worl of it." 

The t pdge aa ri sed the sa Is ere all set, aod, with 
1 e £ vo launches lashed together tl e vhole Ime of boats 
a 1 spars bega to et to ll e so h vard at a rate that would 
i ring hem up w th he niet n abo 1 1 v hours. 

Th s 3 Ihe course tor the Cape de Verds, gentlemen," 
ST d 1 e capta n b tterly We shall have to pass before 
our o vn d or to go and ask 1 osp tal ty of strangers. But 
1 Ke peojle get ther b eakiasls M Leach; just let the 
boys have one contot-kble neil befo e they take to their 

Ell 1 raself howe er M Tr ck vouid not. He chewed 
th nd of a e gai and c nt n cd v^U ng up and down the 

In half an hour the people had ended their meal, the day 
had fairly opened, and the boats and raft had made good 
progress. 

" Splice the main-brace, Mr. Leach," said the captain, 
" for we are a littled jammed. And you, gentlemen, do me 
the favour to step this way for a consultation. This much 
is due to your situation. 

Captain Truck assembled his male passengers in the stern 
of the Dane's launch, where he commenct^ the following 
address : 

" Gentlemen," he said, " every thing in this world has 
Its nature and its j)rindples. Thi truth I hold you all to be 
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LOO well informed and well educated to deny. The nature 
of a traveller is to travel, and see curiosities ; the nature of 
■jld men b to think on the past, of a young man to hope foi 
the future. The nature of a aeamaa is !o stick hy his ship, 
mid of a ship to be treated like a vessel, and not to be ran- 
sacked like a town taken hy storm, or a nunnery that is 
rifled. — You are but passengers, and doubtteas have your 
own wishes and occupations, as I have mine. Your wishes 
are, beyond question, to be safe in New York among youi 
friends; and mine are to get tlie Montauk there too, in as 
little time and with as little injury aa possible. You have a 
good navigator among you ; and I now propose that you 
take the Montauk's launch, with such stores as are neces- 
sary, and fill away atv once for the islands, where, I pray 
God, you may all arrive in safety, and that when you reach 
America you may find all your relations m good health, and 
m no manner uneasy at this little delay. Your effects shall 
be safely delivered to your respective orders, should it please 
God Co put it in the power of the line to honour your drafts." 

" You intend to attempt recapturing the ship !" exclaimed 
Paul. 

" I do, sir," returned Mr. Truck, who, having thus far 
opened his mind, for the first time that morning gave a 
vigorous hem ! and Set about lighting a cigar. — " We may 
do it, gentlemen, or we may not do it. If we do it, you will 
hear farther from me; if we fail, why, tell them at home 
that we carried sail as long as a stitch would draw." 

The gentlemen looked at each other, the young waiting 
in respect for the counsel of the old, the old hesiiatuig in 
deference to the pride and feelings of the young. 

" We must join you in this enterprise, capteiin," said Mr. 
Stiarp quietly, but with the manner of a man of spirit and 
nerve. 

" Certainly, certainly," cried Mr. Monday; " we ought K 
make a common af&ir of it ; as I dare say Sir George Tern- 
plemore will agree with me in maintaining ; the nobility and 
gentry are not offen backward when their persons are to be 
risked." 

The spurious baronet acquiesced In the proposal as reaclilj 
US it had been made by him whom he had temporarily de 
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poaVI ; for, though a weak and a vain young man, lie wah 
far frotn being a dastard. 

" This ia a seriuua business," observed Paul, " and ii 
ought to be ordered with method and intelligence. If we 
have a ship to care for, we have tliose also who are infinitely 
more precious." 

" Very true, Mr. Blunt, very true," interrupted Mr. Dodge , 
a little eagerly. " It is my maxim to let well alone ; and I 
ara certain slupwreclted people can hurdly be better off and 
more comfortable than we are at this very moment. 1 ciare 
say these gallant sailors, if the question was fairly put tti 
them, would give it by a haiidsome majority in favour of 
things aa they are, I am a conservative, captain — and i 
think an appeal ought to be made to the ballot-boxes before 
we decide on a. measure of so much magnitude-" 

The occasion was too. grave for the ordinary pleasantry, 
and this singular proposition was heard in silence, to Mr. 
Dodge's great disgust. 

" I think it the duty of Captain Truck to endeavour to re- 
, take his vessel," continued Paul ; " but the affair will be 
serious, and success is Skr from certain. The Montauk's 
launch ought to be left at a safe distance with all the femalea, 
and in prudent keeping ; for any disaster to the Iwarding 
party would probably throw the rest of the boats into tht 
hands of the barbarians, and endanger the safety of thtse 
left in the launch. — Mr. EtBngham and Mr, John EffingiiBm 
will of course remain with the ladies." 

The father assented with the simplicity of ooe who dii? 
not distrust his own motives, but the eagle-shaped features 
of his kinsman curled with a cool and sarcastic smile. 

"Will you remain in the launch t" the latter asked pomt 
edly, turning towards Paul. 

" Certiualy it would be greatly out of character were 
to think of it. My trade is war ; and I trust that Captain 
Truck means to honour me mth the command of one of the 
boats." 

" I thought as much, by Jove 1" exclaimed the captain, 
seizing a hand which he shook with the utmost cordiality. 
' I shoiild as soon expect to see the sheet-anchor wink, or 
.he hcal-hower give a moumfiil smile, as to see you duck ' 
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Still, gentlemen, I am well aware of the difference in oui 
situations. I ask no man to forget his duties to those on 
shore on my account ; and I fancy that my regular people, 
aided by Mr, Blunt, wiio can really serve me by his know- 
edge, will be as likely to do all that can be done as all of 
as united. It is not numbers that carry ships as much as 
spirit, promptitude, and resolution," 

" But the question has not yet been put to the people," 
said Mr. Dodge, who was a little mystified by tjie word last 
used, which he had yet to learn was strictly technical as ap- 
plied to a vessel's crew. 

" It shall, sir," returned Captain Truck, " and I beg you 
to note the majority. My lada," he continued, rising on a 
ihwart, and speaking aloud, " you know the history of the 
ship. As to the Arabs, now they have got her, they do not 
know bow to sail her, and it is no more than a kindness to 
iake her out of their hands. For this business I want volun- 
teers ; those who are for the reef, and an attack, will rise up 
and cheer ; while they who like an offing have only to sit 
still and stay where they are." 

The words were no sooner spoken than Mr. Leach jumped 
ip on the gunwale and waved his hat. The people rose as 
one man, and taking the signal from the mate, they gave 
three as hearty cheers as ev^r nmg over the bottle. 

" Dead against you, sir !" observed the captain, nodding 
lo the editor; " and I hope you are now satisfied." 

" The ballot might have given it the other way," mut- 
tered Mr. Dodge; "there can be no freedom of election 
without the ballot." 

No one, however, thought any longer of Mr, Dodge oi 
his scruples ; but the whole disposition for the attack was 
made with promptitude and caution. It was decided that 
Mr. Effingham and his own servant should remain in the 
launch; while the captain compelled his two mates to 
draw lots which of them should stay behind also, a navt- 
oati»r being indispensable. The chance fell on the second 
mate, who submitted to his luck with an ill grace. 

A bust of Napoleon was cut up, and the pieces of lead 
were beaten as nearly round as possible, so as to form a 
Jozen leaden balls, and' a quantity of slugs, or langrage. 
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Thu hUtei- were put in canvas bags ; while ihi. iteg o( pow- 
der was opened, n. fljunel shirt or two were torn, and oarl 
riJges were filled. Ammunition was also distributed to 
the people, and Mr. Sharp examined their arms. The gun 
was got off the roof of the Montault's launch, and placed 
(in a grating forward in that of the Dane The sails and 
g d bo d d 

ftwh h appym ed hco nmand 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



e fale of ages end of empire 
this dread hoar.' 



The two launches were slill s 
EvB now appeared at the opea w 
Paul. Her face was pale as when the scene of the csbln 
occurred, and her lip trembled. 

" I do not understand these warlike proceedings," she 
30 
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said , " bui I tvust, Mr. Biunt, we havd no concern with 
the present movement." 

" Pot your mind at ease on this head, dearest Miss 
Effingham, for what we now do we do in compliance willi a 
general law of manhood. Were your interests and the 
interests of those with you alone consollod, we might come 
to B very different decision : but I think you are in safe 
hands should our adventure prove unfortunate." 

" ' ■ ' r a scene like 

hy f your- 



" Unfortunate' 


It is 


rB»rr„l Ir, Kb 


this ! I a 






self; bu ha 


w 




you hav oo m 


h w 






k 




The gn 






presence h 






bounds. 






" We d d 






noted fo a g ca 







business-like manner to hazard anythmg for mere ohow." 

" And very wisely ; Mr. Sharp, too," — Eve's colour deep- 
ened with a consciousness that Paul wouid have given worlds 
to understand — " he has a claim on us we shall never foi^ 
My father can say ail this better than 1." 

Mr. Effingham now expressed his thanks for all that had 
passed, and earnestly enjoined prudence on the young men. 
After which Eve withdrew her head, and was seen no more. 
Most of the nest hour was passed in prayer by those in tha 
launch. 

By this time the boats and raft were within half a milt 
of the inlet; and Captain Truck ordered the kedge, which 
had been transferred to the launch of the Montauk, to be lei 
go. As soon as this was done, the old seaman threw down 
his hat, and stood on a thwart in his grey hair. 

" Gentlemen, you have your orders," he said with dig- 
nity ; for from that moment his manner rose with the occa- 
sion, and had someihing of (he grandeur of the warrior- 
■' You see the enemy. The reef must firs* bo cleared, and 
then the ship shall be carried. God knows who will live to 
see Ihe end ; but that end must be success, oi the bones of 
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lohn Truck shall bleach on these aands 1 . Our crj is ' Tlin 
Montauk and our own !' which is a principle Vattel will sus- 
tain us iu. Give way, men ! a long pull, a s[ix>ng pull, and 
a puli altogether ; each boat in its station !" 

He waved his hand, and the oars felt into the water at tha 
same instant. The heavy launch was the last, for she hatf 
double-fasts to the other boat. While loosening that forward 
the second mate deserted his post, stepping nimbly on bijard 
the depaiting boat, and conceding himself behind the fore- 
most of the two lug-sails she carried. Almost at tile same 
instant Mr. Dodge reversed this manceuvi'e by pretending (o 
be left clinging to the hoa£ of the Montauk, in his zeal to 
shove off. As tlie sails were drawing hard, and the oara 
dashed the spray aside, it was too late to rectify either of 
thesie mistakes, had it been desirable. 

A few minutes of a stem calm succeeded, each boat keep- 
ing its place with beautiful precision. The Arabs liad left 
the northern reef with the light ; but, the tide bemg out, 
hundreds were strung aloag the southern range of rocks, 
especially near the ship. The wind carried tJie laurich 
ahead, as had been intended, and she soon drew near the 

" Take in the smIs," said Mr. Blunt. " Sec your s^un 
clear forward." 

A fine, tall, straight, athletic young seaman stood near 
the grating, with a heated iron lying in a vessel of live coals 
ijefore him, in lieu of a Ic^gerhead, the fire being covered 
with a tarpaulin. As Paul spoke, this young mariner turned 
towards him with the peculiar grace of a man-of-war's-man, 
and touched his hal. 

" Ay, ay, sir. All ready, Mr.*Powis." 

Paul started, while the other smiled proudly, like one who 
knew more than his companions. 

" We have met before," said the first. 

" That have we sir, and in boat-duty, too. You were the 
lirst on board the pirate on the coast of Cuba, and I was 
second." 

A look of recognition and a wave of the hand paRseJ 
fwtween them, the men cheering involuntarily. It was loo 
jule for more, the launch being feirly in the in' t, where shu 



Hc^i^db, Google 



859 HOMEWARD BOTIND, 

received a general hut harmless fire from the Arabs. An 
o.rder had been given to fire the first shot over the heiids of 
Ihe barbarians ; but this assault changed the plan. 

" Depress the piece, Brooks," said Paul, "^and throw in a 
bag of slugs." 

" All ready, sir," was uttered in another minute. 

" Hold water, men—'the boal is steady — let them have if." 

'Men (ell at that discharge ; but how many was never 
known, as the bodies were hurried off the reef by those who 
fled. A few concealed themselves along the rocks, but most 
scampered towards the shore. 

" Bravely done !" cried Captain Truck, as his boat swept 
past. " Now for the ship, sir !" 

The people cheered again, and clashed their oars into ihe 
water. To clear the reef was nothing ; but to carry the 
ship was a serious affair. She was defended by four timia 
the number of those in the boats, and there was no retreat. 
The Arabs, as has already been seen, had suspended (heir 
labour during tlie night, having fruitlessly endeavoured to 
haul the vessel over to the reef before the tide i-ose. More 
by accident than by calculation, ihey had made such ar- 
rangements by getting a line to the rocks as would probably 
have set the ship oS' the sands, when she floated at high 
. water ; but this line had been cut by Paul in passing, and the 
wind coming on shore again, during the confusion and cla- 
mour of the barbarians, or at a moment when ihey thought 
they were to be attacked, no attention was paid to the cir- 
cumstance, and the Monfauk was suffered to drive up still 
higher on the sands, where she effectually grounded at ths 
very top of the tide. As it v/as^ now dead low water, the 
ship had sewed materially,' and was now lying on her bilge 
partly sustained by the water, and partly by tiie bottom. 

During the short pause that succeeded, Saunders, who waa 
seated in the captain's boat as a smali-arms-man, addressed 
his subordinate in a low voice. 

" Now, Toast," he said, " yon are about to contend m 
bhlt\e for the first 'time; and I diwine, from experience, that 
the ewcQt gives you some sentiments that are werry original. 
My adwice to you is, to shut both eyes until tlje word is 
given to fire, and then to open therei suddenly, is if jus" 
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ftwaking from sleep ; afler which you may present and pull 
the trigger. Above all, Toast, take care not to kii! any of 
our i>wn friends, most especially not Captain Truck, just at 
this werry moment." 

" 1 shall do my endeavours, Mr. Saunders," muttered 
Toast, with the apathy and submissive dependence on others 
with which the American black usually goes into action. " If 
I do any harm, I hope it will be overlooked, on account of 
my want of experience " 

" Imitate nae, Toast, in cooiaess and piopriety, and you II 
be certain not to offend I do not mein ihit you loo are lo 
kill the weny same Muscle men thil I kUl, but thit when 1 
I Ul one you ire to kil! anolhei And be wenv careful not 
to hurt Captam Truck, wholi be certam to run nght afore 
Ihfi muzzle of our guns, )f he sees any thm^ to be done 
IhflG ' 

Ttast growled an assent, and then there was no other 
n-ii6ii> m the boat than that which was produced b^ the steady 
ind vigorous lallmj ol the oars An attpm|it had been mnde 
lo lighten the vessel by unloading her, and the bank of sand 
was already covered with bales »nd boxes, which had been 
brought up from the hold by means of a stage, and by sheer 
imimal force. The raft had been extended in size, and 
brought round to the bank by the stern of the vessel, with 
the intention to load it, and to ti-ansfer the articles already 
lauded to the rocks. 

Such was the state of things about the Montauk when the 
boats came into the channel that ran directly up to the bank. 
The launch led again, her sails having been set as soon as 
fha reef was swept, and she now made another dischat^e on 
the deck of the ship, which, inclining towards the gua, of- 
fered no shelter. The effect was to bring every Arab, in the 
twinkling of an eye, down upon tlie bank, 

" Hurrah !" shouted Captain Truck ; *' that grist has puri- 
fied the old bark ! And now to see who is U> own her ! ' The 
thieves are out of the temple,' as my good father would havo 

The four boats were in a line abreast, the launch undci 
one sail only. A good deal of confusion existed on the bank 
hut (he Arabs sought the cover of the bales and boxes, nod 
30* 



Hc^i^db, Google 



354 HOjaEWAUD iiouND. 

ojiened a sharp though irregular fire. Three times, as they 
advauced, the second mate and that gallant-ldoking young 
seMiian called Brooks discharged the guo, atd at each dis- 
charge the Arabs were dislodged and driven to the raft. The 
cheers of the seamen became animated, though tliey still 
plied the oars. 

" Steadily, men," smd Captain Truck, " and prepare tc 

At this moment the launch grounded, though still twenty 
yards from the bank, the other boats passing her with loud 
cheers. 

" We are all ready, sir," cried Brooks. 

" Let 'em have it. Take in the sail, boys." 

The gun was fired, and the tall young seaman sprang 
upon the grating and cheered. As he looked backward, 
with a smile of triumph, Paul saw his eyes roll. He leaped 
into the air, and fell at his length dead upon the water; for 
such is the passage of a man in battle, from one state of ex- 
istence to another. 

"Where do we hang?" asked Paul steadily; "forward 
or aft?" 

It was forward, and deeper water lay ahead of them. The 
sail was set agsun, and the people were called aft. The boat 
tipped, and shot ahead towards the sands, like a c<>urser re- 
leased from a sudden pull. 

All this time the others were not idle. Not a musket was 
fired from either boat until the whole three struck the bank, 
almost at the same instant, though at as many different 
points. Then all leaped ashore, and threw in a fire so close, 
that the boxes served as much for a cover to the assailants 
as to the assailed. It was at this critical moment, when the 
seamen paused to load, that Paul, just clear of the bottom, 
with his oivn hand applying the loggerhead, swept the rear 
of the bank with a most opportune discharge. 

" Yard-arm atid yard-arm !" shouted Captain Truck 
" Lay 'em aboard, boys, and give 'em Jack's play !" 

The whole party spranj^ forward, and from that moment 
all order ceased. Fists, handspikes, of which iriany were 
on die bank, and the butts of muskets, were fre*iy ustd, 
ind in n way that set the speai's and \vi apons of thp A mUi 
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at defiancf. The Captain, Mr. Sharp, John Efhin,hani, Mr 
Monday, tie soi-disant Sir George Templemore, and Ihf 
chief mate, formed a sort of Macedonian philaiix, ttluci 
penetrated the centre of the harlmriaas, and which kep 
close to the enemy, following up its advantages with a split 
thai admitted of no rallying. On their right and leil presset 
tile men, an athletic, hearty, well-fed gang. The superiorilj 
of the Arabs was in their powers of endurance ; for, trainee 
to the whip-cord rigidity of racers, force was less their pe 
culiar merit than bottom. Had they acted in concert, how 
ever, or had they been on their own desert, mounted, and 
with room for their subtle evoiutions, the result might have 
been very different ; but, unused to contend with an enemy 
who brought them within reach of the arm, their tactics 
were deranged, and all their habits violated. Still, their 
numbers were formidable, and it is probable thai the acci- 
dent to the launch, after all, decided Uie matter. From the 
moment the mii^e began not a shot was fired, but the as- 
sailants pressed upon the assiuled, until a large body of the 
latter had collected near 'the raft. This was just as the 
launch reached (he shore, and Paul perceived there waa 
great danger that the tide might r-^Il backward from sheer 
necessity. The gun ^vas loaded, and filled nearly to the 
muzzle with slugs. He caused the men to raise it on their 
oars, and to carry it to a large box, a little apart from the 
confusion of the fight. All this was done in a moment, 
for three minutes had not yet passed since the captain 

Instead of firing, Paul called aloud to his friends to cease 
fighting. Though chafing like a vexed lion. Captain Truck 
complied, surprise effecting quite as much as obedience. 
The Arabs, hardest pressed upon, profiled by the pause to 
fall back on the main body of their friends, near the raft. 
This was all Paul could ask, and he ordered the gitn to be 
pointed at the centre of the group, while he advanced him- 
self towards the enemy, making a sign of peace. 

" Damn 'em, lay 'em aboard !" cried the captain : " no 
quarter In the blackguards!" 

" I rather think we had better charge again," added Mr. 
yharp, who was thoroughly warmed with his late emplcy- 
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" Hold, gcatlemen ; you risk all needlessly. I will sbow 
liiese poor wretches what they have to expect, and they 
will probably retire. We want the ship, not their blood. 

" Well, well," returned the impatient captain, " give 'em 
plenty of Vatlel, for we have 'em now in a category." 

The men of (he wilderness and of the desert seem to act 
Bs much by instinct aa by reason. Au old sheilt advanced, 
smiling, towards Paul, when the latter was a few yards ift 
advance of his friends, offering his hand with as much cor- 
diality as if (hey met merely to exchange courtesies. Paul 
led him quietly to the gun, put his. hand in, and drew out a 
bag of slugs, replaced it, and pointed sifinifieantly at the 
dense crowd of exposeJ Arabs, and at the heated iron (bat 
was ready to discharge the piece. At all this the old Arab 
smiled, and seemed to express his admiration. He was 
then showed the strong and well-armed parly, all of whom 
by this time had a musket or a pistol ready to use, Paul 
then signed to the raft and to the reef, as much as to teil the 
other to withdraw his party. 

The sheik exhibited great coolness and sagacity, and, 
unused to frays so desperate, he signified his disposition to 
comply. Truces, Paul knew, were common ip the African 
combats, which are seldom bloody, and he hoped the best 
from the manner of the sheik, who was now permitted to 
return to his friends. A short conference succeeded among 
the Arabs, when several of them smilingly waved their 
hands, and most of the party crowded on the raft Others 
advanced, and asked permission to bear away their wound- 
ed, and the bodies of the dead, in both of which offices they 
were assisted by the seamen, as far as wns pi udeiit ; for it 
was all-important to be on the guaid agtinst tieachery. 

In this extraordinary manner the combatants separated, 
the' Arabs hauling themselves over to the reef by a line, 
their old men smiling, and making signs of imity, until 
they were fairly on the rocks. Here they remained but a 
very few minutes, for the camels and dromedaries were seen 
trotting off towards the ,Dane on the fhove a sign that the 
compact between the different pai ties of the bai barians was 
dissolved, and that each man was about to plunder on hia 
9wn account. This movement producer great agitation 
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among the old sheiks and their followers on the reef, and 
set thena in motioii with great activity towards the land. So 
great was their hurry, indeed, that the bodies of all the 
dead, and of several of the wounded, were fairly abandoned 
on the rocks, at some dbtance from (he shore. 

The first step of the victors, as a matter of course, was 
to inquire into their own loss. This was much less thao 
would have otherwise been, on account of iheir good con- 
duct. Every man, without a solitary exception, had os- 
tensibly behaved well j one of the most infallible means of 
lessening danger. Several of the party had received alight 
hurts, and divers bullets had passed through hatsand jackets. 
Mr. Sharp, alone, had two through the former, besides one 
through his coat. Paul had blood drawn on an arm, and 
Captain Truck, to use hia own language, resembled " a 
horse iu fly-time," his skin having been rased in no less 
than five places. But all these trilling hurts and hair- 
breadth escapes counted for nolhiag, as no one was seriously 
injured by them, or felt sufficient inconvenience even to re- 
port himself wounded. 

The lelicitatioHs were svarm and general ; even the sea- 
men asking leave to shake their sturdy old commander by 
the hand. Paul and Mr. Sharp fairly embraced, each 
expressing his sincere pleasure that the other had escaped 
unharmed. The latter even shook hands cordially with his 
counterfeit, who had acted with spirit from the first fo the 
last. John EfRngham alone maintained the same cool mdif- 
ference after the afiwr that he had shown in it, when it was 
seen that he had played his part with sin^lar coolness and 
discretion, dropping two Arabs with hia fowling-piece on 
landing, with a sort of sportsman -like coolness with which 
he was in the habit of dropping woodcocks at home. 

" I fear Mr. Monday is seriously hurt," this gentleman 
said to the captain, in the midst of his congratulations : " hn 
sits aloof on the bos yonder, and lool;s exhausted." 

" Mr. Monday ! I hope not, with all ray heart and soul 
He is a capital diplomate, and a stout boarder. And Mr 
Dfdge, tool I miss Mr. Dodge." 

■' Mr. Dodge must "have remained behind to console the 
ladles," returned Paul, "finding that your second mate had 
sbnndoned them, like a recreant that he is." 
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Ttv captain shook hLs disobeiJient mate by the hand » 
Beconu (ime, and awore he was a mutineer for violating his 
ordijrs, nnd ended by declaring that the day was not distiim 
when he and Mt. Leach should command two as good liners 
as ever sailed out of America. 

" I'll Have nothmg to do with either of you as soon as we 
reach home," he concluded, " There was Leach a foot or 
two ahead of me the whole time ; and, as for the second 
officer, I should be justified in logging him as having run. 
Well, well ; young men will be young men ; and so would 
old men too, Mr. John Effingham, if they knew how.- But 
Mr. Monday does look doleful ; and I am afraiii we shall be 
obliged to overhaul the medicme-chest for him." 

Mr. Monday, however, was beyond the aid of medicine. 
A ball had passed through his shoulder-blade in landing , 
notwithstanding which he had pressed into the miUe, where, 
unable to pavry it, a spear had been thrust into his chest. 
The last wound appeared grave, and Captain Truck imme- 
diately ordered the suflerer to be carried intothe ship : John 
Effingham, with a tenderness and humanity that were sin- 
gularly in contrast to his ordinary sarcastic manner, volun 
leering to take charge of him. 

" We have need of al! our fcrces," said Captain Truck, 
as Mr. Monday was home away ; " and yet it is due to our 
friends in the launch to let them know the result. Set the 
ensign, Leach ; that will tell them our success, though a 
verbal communication can alone acquaint them with the par- 
ticulars." 

" If," interrupted Paul, eagerly, " you mil lend me the 
launch of the Dane, Mr. Sharp and myself will beat her up 
to the raft, let our ftieuda know the result, and bring the 
spars down to the inlet. This will save the necessity of any 
(if the men's being absent. We claim the privilege, too, aa 
belonging properly to the party that is now absent.", 

" Gentlemen, take any privilege you please. You have 
Ktood by me like heroes ; and I owe you all nrore than the 
hpe! of a worthless old life will ever permit me to pay." 

The two young men did not wail for a second invitation, 
but in five minutes the boat was stretching through one of 
the channels that led landward; and in five more it was 
laying out of the inlet with a steady breeze. 
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The instant Captain Truck retrod the deck of his ship 
was one of uncontrollable feeling with the weathftT- beaten 
old seaman. The ship had sewed too much to admit of 
walking vHth ease, and he sat down on the coamings of the 
main hatch, and fairiy wept like an infant. So high had 
his feelings been wrought that this outbreaking was violent, 
and, the men wondei'ed to see thetr grey-headed, stern, old 
commander, so completely unmanned. Ho seemed at length 
ashamed of the weakness himself, for, rising like a worried 
tiger, he began to issue his orders as sternly and promptly 
as was his wont. 

" What the devil are you gaping at, men!" he growled ; 
" did you never see a ship on her bilge before 1 God knows, 
and for that matter you all know, there is enough to do, that 
you Bland like so many marines, with their ' eyes right !' 
and ' pipe-clay.' " 

" Take it more kindly, Captain Truck," returned an old" 
sea-dog, thrusting out a hand that was all knobs, a fellow 
whose tobacco had not been displaced even by the fray ; 
" take it kindly, and look upon al! these boxes and bales aa 
HO much cargo that is to be struck in, in dock. We'll soon 
stow it, and, barring a few slugs, and one four-pounder, that 
has cut up a crate of croclcery as if it had been a cat in a 
cupboard, no great harm is done. I look upon [his matter 
as no more than a sudden squall, that ha;3 comjelled us to 
bear up for a little white, but which will answer for a winch 
to spin yams on all the rest of our days. I have fit the 
French, and the English, and the Turks, in my time ; and 
now I can say I have had a brush with the niggers." 

" D n me, but you are right, old Tom ! and I'll make 

no more account of the matter. Mr. Leauh, give the people 
a little encouragement. There is enough left in the jug that 
you'll find in the stem-sheets of the pinnace ; and then turn- 
to, and strike in all this dunnage, diat the Arabs have been 
scattering on the sands. We'll atow it when we get the 
ship into an easier bed than the one in which she is now 

This was the signal for commencing work ; and these 
straight- forward tars, who had just been in the confusion and 
hazards of a fight; first took their grog, and then commenced 
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their lnbour m earnest. As they had only, with liieir know, 
edge and readiness, to repair the damage done by the igno- 
mm and hurried Arabs, in a short time every thong was ou 
board the ship again, when their attention was directed to 
the situation of tKe vessel itself. Not to anticipate events, 
however, we will now return to the pisrty in the launch. 

The reader will readily imagine the feelings with which 
Mr. Effingham and his party listened to the report of the 
first gun. As they all remained below, they were ignorant 
who the individual really was that kept pacing the roof 
Dver their heads, though it was believed to be the second 
mate, agreealSly to the arrangement made by Captain Truck 

" My eyes grow dim,' said Mr. Effingham, who was 
looking through a glass ; " will you try to see what Is pass- 
ing, EveT' 

" Father, I cannot look," returned the pallid girl. " It is 
misery enough to hear these frightful guns." 

" It is awful !" said Nanny, folding her arms about hei 
child, " and I wonder that such gentlemen as Mr. John and 
Mr. Powis should go on an enterprise so wicked I" 

" Voitlei-vous avoir la complaisance, monsievr?" said 
Mademoiselle VielVille, taking the glass from the unresisting 
hand of Mr. Effingham. " Ha ! le combat commence en 
effet r 

" Is. it the Arabs who now fire V demanded Eve, unable, 
in spite of terror, to repress her interest. 

" Non, c'est cet admirable Jeune homme. Monsieur Blvnt, 
qui d^oance tous les aulresP' 

" And now, mademoiselle, that must surely be the bar 
barians V 

" Du tout. Les sa-ueages fuierU. Cest encore du ha 
teau de Mondeur Blunt qu'on tire. Quel heau courage/ 
Kon bateau eat tm^ours des premiers /" 

"That shout is frightful 1 Do they close?" 

" On crie des deux parts, je crois. Le vieux cajntaine 
est en avant d present, et Monsieur Blunt s'arrHe.'" 

" May Heaven avert the danger ! Do you see the gen- 
tlemen at all. Mademoiselle?" 

" La fumee est trop epaisse. Ah 1 les riold I On tire 
•mcore de son bateau.^' 
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" Eh hien, mademcnselle ?" said Eve treraulouslVi after 
u long pause. 

" Cest dejafini. Les Aro.hes se retirent et nos amisse 
mni em^ares du Mtiment. Cela a Hk Vaffaire d'un mo- 
ment, et que le combat a eti glorieux ! Cea jeunes gens 
sont vraimenl dignes d'Hre Franpds, et le vieux capitaine, 

" Are there no tidings for us, mademoiselie?" asked 
Eve, after anoLher long pause, dui-ing which she had 
(loured out her gratitude in trembling, but secret thanks- 

" Nort, pas encore. lis sefeliciten.t,je crois." 

" It's time, I'm sure, ma'am," said the meek-minded Ann, 
" to send forth the dove, that it may find the olive branch. 
War and strife are loo sinful to be long indulged in." 

" There is a boat making sail in this direction," said 
Mr, Effingham, who had left the glass with the governess, 
in complaisance to her wish. 

" Ovi, c'est le bateau de Monsieur Bluta." 

" And who is in it?" demanded the father, for the meed 
of a world could not have enabled Eve to epeak, 

" Je hois Monsieur Sharp — oid, c'est hien lui," 

" h he alone T" 

" JVoM, il y en a deux — mais — oui — c'esi Momieur 
Blunt,— ^olre jeune heros!" 

Eve bowed her face, and even while her soul melted in 
grat J tr d h I of her sex caused the tell- 

tale n d fl' h fatures to the brightness of 

M Efti gh m w ok the glass from the spirited 
Pren h m h d on of brilliant qualities had 

over 1 f i 1 g ve a more detailed and con- 

nect d u; f 1 n of things near the ship, as 

they p ed h 1 spectator at that distance. 

N h d h (ready kcew so much, it was a 
paint 1 df hhlfhrto those in the launch, the 

time that intervened between this dialogue and the moment 
when the boat of the Dane came alongside of their own. 
Every face was at the windows, and the young men were 
received like deliverers, in whose safety all felt a donp 
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" But, fousin Jack," said Eve, across whose a[>eakiiig 
countenance apprehension and joy oast their shadows and 
gieams like Apfil clouds driving athwaft a brilliant sky, 
" my father has not been able to discover his form among 
those who move about on the bank." 

The gentlemen explained ihe misfortune of Mr. Mondnv, 
and related the manner in which John Effingham had 
assumed the office of nurse. A few delicious minutes 
passed ; for nothing is more grateful than the happiness 
that fi/st succeeds a victory, and thejouDg men proceeded 
to lift the kedge, assisted by the servant of Mr. Effingham. 
The sails were set; and in fifteen minutes the raft — the 
long-desired and niuch-coveted raft — approached the inlet. 

Paul steered the larger boat, and gave to Mr. Sharp 
directions how to steer the other. The tide was flowing 
into the passage ; and, by keeping his weatherly position, 
the young man carried his long train of spars with so much 
precision into its openiog, that, favoured by the current, it 
was drawn through without touching a rock, and brought 
in triumph to Ihe very margin of the bank. Here it was 
secured, the sails and cordage were brought ashore, and 
the whole party landed. 

The last twenty hours seemed like a dream to all the fe- 
males, as they again walked the solid sand in security and 
hope. They had now assembled every material of safety, 
at\d all that remained was to get the ship off the shore, and 
lo rig her ; Mr. Leach having alreedy reported that she was 
as tighl as the day she left London. 



CHAPTER XXVn. 
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hastened lo offer her services to Ihe wounded man, while 
live, attended by Ann Sidley, ascended the ship arid made 
her way into the cabins, in the best manner the leaning po- 
Biti«n of the vessel allowed. Here they found less confusion 
man might have been expected, the scene .being ludicrous, 
rather than painful, for Mr. Monday was in his stale-room 
excluded from sight. 

In the first place, the soi-disant Sir Geoi^e Tempiemore 
was counting over his effects, among which he had discov- 
ered a sad deficiency in coats and pantaloons. The Arabs 
had respected the plunder, by compact, with the intention oi . 
making a fair distribution on the reef ; but, with a view to 
throw a sop to the more rapacious of thar associates, one 
room had been sacked by the permission of the sheiks. This 
unfortimate room happened to be that of Sir George Tem- 
plemore, and the patent razors, the East Indian dressing 
case, tile divers toys, to say nothing of innumerable vest- 
ments which the young man had left paraded in his room, 
for the mere pleasure of feasting his eyes on them, had dis- 
appeared. 

" Do me the favour, Miss Effingham," he said, appealing 
to Eve, of whom he stood habitually in awe, from the pure 
necessity of addressing her in his distress, or of addressing 
no one , " do me the favour to look into my room, and see 
the unprincipled manner in which I have been treated. Not. 
a comb nor a razor left ; not a garment to make myself de- 
cent in ! I'm sure such conduct is quite a disgrace to the ci- 
vilization of barbarians even, and I shall make it a point, to 
bavo the affair duly represented to his majesty's minister the 
moment I arrive in New York. I sincerely hope yo« have 
been better treated, though I think, after this specimen of 
their prhiciples, there is little hope for.any one: I'm sure we 
ought to be grateful they did not strip the ship. I trust we 
shall all make common cause agamst them the moment wt. 

" We ought, indeed, sir," returned Eve, who, while she 
had known from the be^nning of his being an impastor, was 
willing to ascribe his fraud to vanity, and who now fell cha 
rilabie towards him on account of the spirit he had shown in 
Ihe combat ; " though I trust we shall have escaped hi tter 
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Our effects were pnQcipally in the Laggage-room, and thai. 
I understand from Captain Truck, has not been touched." 

" Iiideed you are very fortunate, and I i;an only wish that 
the same good luck had happened to myself. But then, you 
know, Miaa Effingham, that one has need of his little com- 
forts, and, as for myself, I confess to rather a weakness in 
that way." 

" Monstrous prodigality and wastefulness !" cried Saun- 
ders, as Eve passed on towards her own cabin, willing to 
escape any more of Sir George's complaints. " Jual be so 
kind. Miss Effingham, ma'am, to look into this here pantry, 
once ! Them niggers, I do believe, have had their fingers 
in every thing, and it will take Toast and me a week !o 
get things decorous and orderly again. Some oC the 
shrieks" (for so the steward styled the chiefs) " have been 
yelling well in this place, 111 engage, as you may see, by the 
manner in which they have spilt the mustard and mangled 
that cold duck. Fve a most mortal aversion to a man that 
cuts up poultry against the fibers; and, would you think i(. 
Miss Effingham, ma'am, that the last gun Mr. Blunt fired, 
dislocated, or otherwise diwerted, about half a dozen of the 
■ fowls that happened to be in the way ; for I let all the poor 
wretches out of the coops, that they might make their own 
livings should we never come back. 1 should think that as 
polite and experienced a gentleman as Mr. Blunt might have 
sho! the Arabs instead of my poultry!" 

" So it is," thought Eve, as she glanced into the pantry 
and proceeded. " What is considered happmess to-day gets 
to bo misery to-morrow, and the rebukes of adversity are 
forgotten the instant prosperity resumes its mfluence. Either 
of these men, a few hours since, would have been most hap- 
py to have been in this vessel, as a home, or a covering for 
their heads, and now they quarrel with their good fortune 
because it is wanting in some accustomed superfluity or pam- 
pered indulgence." 

We shall leave her with this wholesome reflection upper- 
most, to examine into the condition of her own room, and 
return to the deck. 

As the hour was still early, Captain Truck having once 
quieted his feelings, went to work with zeal, to turn the late 
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suiicess to the best account. The cargo (hat had been riii,. 
eliarged was soon stowed again, and the next great ohjed 
*as CO get the ship afloat previously to hoisting in the new 
spars- As the kedges still lay on the reef, and all the an- 
chors remained in the places where they had originally been 
placed, there was little to do but to get ready lo heave upon 
the chains as soon as the tide rose- Previously to com- 
- mencing this task, however, the intervening time was well 
employed in sending down the imperfect hamper that was 
alofl, and in getting up shears to hoist out the remains of the 
foremast, as well as the jury mainmast, the latter of which, 
it will be remembered, was only fitted two days before. All 
the appliances used on that occasion being still on deck, and 
every body lending a willing hand, this task was completed 
by noon. The jury-mast gave little trouble, but was soon 
lying on the bank; and then Captain Truck, the shears 
having been previously shifted, commenced lifting the broken 
foremast, and just as the cooks announced that the dinner 
was ready for the people, the latter safely deposited the spar 
on the sands. 

" ' Here, a sheer hulk, lies poor Tom Bowline,' " saj'l 
Captain Truck to Mr. Blunt, as the crew came up the sta- 
ging in their way lo the galley, in quest of their meal. " I 
have not beheld the Montauk without a mast since the day 
she lay a new-born child at the ship-yards. I see some half 
a dozen of these mummified scoundrels dodging about on the 
shore yet, though the great majority, as Mr. Dodge would 
say, feive manifested a decided disposition to amuse them 
selves with a further acquaintance with the Dane. In my 
humble opinion, sir, that poor deserted ship will have nc 
more inside of her by night, than one of Saunders' ducks 
that have been dead an hour. That hearty fellow, Mr. 
Monday, is hit, I fear, between wind and water, Leach V 

" He is in a bad way, indeed, as I understand from Mr 
John ElHngham, who very properly allows no one to dm- 
turb him, keeping the stale-room door closed on all bul him- 
seli and his own man." 

' Ay, ay, that is merciful ; a man likes a little quiet when 
he is killed. As soon as the ship is more fit to he seen 
liowKver, it will become my duty to wait on hirn in urdi!/ lo 
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Bee that nothing is wanting. We must offer the poor man 
the consolations of religion, Mr. Blunt," 

" They would certainly be desirable had we one qualified 
for the task." 

" I can't say as much in that way for myself, perhaps, aa 
I might, seeing that my falher was a priest.. But then, we 
masters of packets have occasion to turn our hands to a 
good many odd jobs. As soon as the ship is snug, I shall 
certainly take a look at the honest fellow. Pray, air, what 
became of Mr. Dodge in the skirmish T" 

Paui smiled, but he prudently answered, " I believe he 
oiieupied himself in taking notes of the combat, and I make 
no doubt will do you full justice in the Active Inquirer, as 
soon as he gets its columns again ot his command." 

" Too much learning, as my good father used to say, has 
made him a Ultle mad. But I have a grateful heart to-day, 
Mr. Blunt, and will not be crilical. I did not perceive 
Mr, Dodge in the conflict, as Saunders calls it, hut there 
were so many of those rascally Arabs, that one had not an 
opportunity of seeing much else. We must get the ship 
oiib3ide of this reef with as little delay as possible, for to tell 
you a secret" — here the captain dropped his voice to a 
whisper — " there are but two rounds a-piece left for the 
small arms, and only one cartridge for the four- pounder. I 
own to you a strong desire to be m the offing." 

" They will hardly attempt to board us, after the speci- 
men they have had of what we can do." 

" No one knows, sir ; no one knows. They Iteep pouring 
doHTi upon the coast like crows on the sctint of a carrion, 
and once done with the Dane, we shall see Ihem in hundreds 
prowling around ns like wolves. How much do we want 
of high water!" 

" An hour, possibly. I do not think there is much time 
lo loss before the people get to work at the windlass." 

Captain Truck nodded, and proceeded to look into the 
condition of his ground-tackle. It was a joyous but an an.v- 
OHS moment when the handspikes were first handled, and 
1 ie alack of one of the chains began to come in. The ship 
had been upright several hours, and no one c^uld tell bow 
bard she would hang on the bottom. As the cnain light- 
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sned, the gentlemen, the oiBcers included, go( upon the bows 
anil lof ked anxiously at the effect of each heave ; for it w-as 
a nervous thing to be stranded on such a coast, even after 
all thai had occurred. 

" She winks, by George I" cried the captain ; " heave 
logether, men, and you will stir the sand I" 

The men did heave, gaining inch by inch, until no effort 
could cause the ponderous machine to turn. The mates, 
and thea the captain, applied Iheir strength in succession, 
and but half a turn more was gained. Everybody was now 
summoned, even "to the passengers, and the enormous strain 
seemed to threaten to tear the fabric asunder; and still the 
ship was immoveable. 

" She hangs hardest forward, sir," said Mr, Leach : 
' suppose we run up the stern-boat f" 

This expedient was adopted, and so nearly were the 
counleraoting powers balanced, that it prevailed. A strong 
heave caused the ship to start, an inch more of tide aided 
the effort, and then the vast hull slowly yielded to the pur- 
chase, gradually turning towards the anchor, until the quick 
hlows of the pal! announced that the vessel was fairly afloat 

" Thank God for that, as for all his mercies !" said Cap- 
tain Truck. " Heave the hussy up to her anchor, Mr. 
Leach, when we will cast an eye to her moorings." 

All this was done, the ship being efiectually secured, with 
due attention to a change in the wind, that now promised to 
be permanent. Not a moment was lost ; but, the sheers 
being slil! standing, the foremast of the. Dane was floated 
alongside, fastened to, and hove into its new berth, with as 
much rapidity as comported with care. When the mast was 
fairly stepped. Captain Truck rubbed his hands with delight, 
and immediately commanded his subordinate to rig it, 
although by this time the turn of the day had considerably 

" This is tne way with us seamen, Mr. Effingham," he 
observed ; "from the fall to the fight, and then again from 
the fight to the fall. Our work, like women's, is never 
Hone ; whereas you landsmen knock off with the sun, and 
^hep while the corn grows. I have always owed my pa- 
tenls a grudge for bringing me up to a dog's life." 
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" I had understood it was a choice of your own, cap- 

" Ay — so far as running away and shipping without thnit 
knowledge was concerned, perhaps it was; but then it was 
(heir business to begin at the bottom, and to train me up in 
such a manner that I would not run away. The Lord for- 
give me, too, for thinking amiss of Ihe two dear old peo- 
ple ; for, 10 be candid jvim you, they were much too goud 
to have such a son ; and I honestly believe they loved me 
more than I loved myself. Well, I've the consolation of 
knowing [ comforted the old lady with many a pound of 
capital lea afler I got into the China trade, ma'amselle." 

" She was fond of iti" observed the governess politely, 

" She relished it very much, as a horse takes to oats, or a 
child to custard. Thai, and snufF and grace, composed 
her principal consola lions." 

" Quoi f" demanded the governess, looking towards Paul 
for an explanation. 

" Grace, mademoiselle ; la grace de Dieu." 

" It's a sad misfortune, after all, to lose a mother, ma'am, 
.selle- It is like cutting all the headfasls, and fiding alto- 
gether by the stern ; for it is letting go the hold of what 
has gone before to grapple with the future. It is true that 
I ran away from my mother when a youngster, and thought 
little of it ! but when she took her turn and ran away from 
me, I began to feel that I had made a wrong use of my legs. 
What are Che tidings from pOor Mr. iVlonday V 

" I understand he does aot suffer greatly, but that he 
grows weaker fast," returned Paul. " I fear there is little 
hope of his surviving such a hurt." 

The captain had got out a cigar, and had beckoned to 
Toast for a coal ; but changing his miod suddenly, he broke 
the tobacco into snuff, and scattered it about the deck. 

" Why the devil is not that rigging going up, Mr. Leach ?" 
he cried, fiercely, " It is not my .ntenCion to pass the win- 
ter at these moorings, and I solicit a little more expedi- 

" Ay, ay, sir," relumed the male, one of a ■jiass habiiu 
ally patient and obedient; " bear a hand, my 'at':, and get 
l!ie strings into their places." 
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"Leaeh," continued (he captain, more kindly, and sCili 
working his fingers unconsciously, " come this way, nij 
good friend. I have not expressed to you, Mr. Leach, ail ( 
wish to say of your good conduct in this late affair. You 
have stood by me like a gallant fellow ihroughont the whole 
business, and I shall not hesitate about saying as much 
when we get io. It is my intention to write a letter to the 
ownera, which no doubt they'll publish ; for, whatever they 
have got to say against America, no one will deny it is easy 
to get any thing published. PuMishing is victuals and 
drink to the nation. You may depend on having justice 
done you." 

" I never doubted it. Captain Truck." 

" No, sir ; and you never winked. The mainmast does 
not stand up in a gale firmer than you stood up to the 
niggers.'' 

" Mr. Effingham, sir — and Mr. Sharp — and particularly 
Mr, Blunt — " 

" Let me alone to deal with them. Even ToasI acted likij 
a man. Well, Leach, they tell me poor Monday must slip, 
alter all." 

" I am very sorry to heai' it, sir ; Mr. Monday laid about 
him like a soldier I" 

" He did, indeed ; but Bonaparte himself has been obliged 
lo give up the ghost, and Wellington must follow him some 
day; even old Putnam- is dead. Either you or I, or both of 
us, Leach, will have to throw in some of the consolations 
of religion on this mournful occasion." 

"There is Mr. EiBngham, sir, or Mr. John. Effingham , 
elderly gentlemen with more scholarship." 

" That will never do. All they can offer, no doubt, wilj 
lie acceptable, but we owe a duty to the ship. The officers 
of a packet are not graceless' horse-jockeys, but sober, dis- 
creet men, and it becomes them lo sliow that they have some 
education, and the right sort of stuff in them on an 
emergency. I expect jou will stand by mc, Leach, on this 
melancholy occasion, as stoutly as you stood by me this 

" I humbly hope, sir, not to disgrace the vessel, but it ia 
likely Mr. Monday is a Church -of-England-man, and we 
both belong to the Saybrook Platform 1" 
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" Ah I the dtvil ! — I forgot that ! But religion is religion j 
old line or new line ; aiid I queslioo if a man so near 
unmooring will be very particular. The great thing is con- 
solation, and that we must contrive to give him, by hook or 
by crook, when the proper nioment comes; and now, Mr. 
Leach, ief the people push matters, and we shall have every- 
thing up forward, and that mainmast stepped yet by ' sunset ;' 
or it would be more literal tb say ' aun-dovin ,-'" Captain 
Truck, like a true New-England-man, invariably using a 
provincialism (hat has got lo be so general in America. 

The work proceeded with spirit, for every one was anxious 
to get the ship out of a berth that was so critical, as well 
from the constant vicinity of the Arabs as from the dangers 
of the weather. The wind baffled too, as it is usuai on the 
margin of the trades, and at times it blew from the sea, 
though it continued light, and the changes were of short 
continuance. As Captmn Truck hoped, when the people 
ceased work at night, the fore and fore-top-sail-yards were 
in their places, the top-gallant-mast was fitted, and, with the 
exception of the sails, the ship was what is called a-lunto, 
forward. Aft, less had been done, though by the assistance 
of the supernumeraries, who continued to lend their aid, the 
two lower masts were stepped, though no rigging could be 
got over them. The men volunteered to work by watches 
through the night, but to this Captain Truck would not 
listen, affirming that they had earned their suppers and a 
good rest, both of which they should have. 

The gentlemen, who merely volunteered an occasional 
drag, cheerfnUy took the look-outs, and as there were plenty 
of fire-arms, though not much powder, little apprehension 
was entertjuned of the Arabs. As was expected, the night 
passed avray tranquilly, and every one arose with the dawn 
•freshed and strengthened. 
. The return of day, however, brought the Arab? down 
upon the shore in crowds ; for the last gate, which had been 
imusuaily severe, and the tidings of , the wrei'jks, which had 
been spread by means of the dromedaries far and wide, had 
collected a force on the coast that began to be formidable 
through sheer numbers. The Dane bad been efiectually 
emptied, and plunder had the same eflect on thc«e rapacious 
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barbanans that blood is known to produce on the tigisr. The 
taste had begotten an appetite, and from the first appearance 
of the light, those in the ship saw sighs of a disposition to 
renew the attempt on their liberty. 

Happily, the heaviest portion of tlie work was done, and 
Capfwn Truck determined, rather than risk another confiict 
with a for?e thai was so much augmented, to get the spara 
on board, and to take the ship outside of the ;pef, without 
waiting to complete her equipment. His first orders, there- 
fore, when all hands were mustered, were for the boats to 
get in the kedges and the stream anchor, and otherwise to 
prepare to move theTfessel. In the mean time other gangs 
were busy in getting the rigging over the masl-beads, and in 
setting it up. As the lifting of the anchors with boats was 
heavy work, by the time they were got on board and stowed 
it was noon, and all the yards were aloft, though not a sail 
was bent in the vessel. 

Captain Truck, while the people were eating, passed 
through the ship examining evcTy stay and shroud : there 
were some make-shifts Jt is true, but on the whole he 
was satisfied, though he plainly saw that the presence of the 
Arabs had hurried matters a little, and that a good many 
drags would have to be given as soon as they got beyond 
danger, and that some attention must be paid to seizings * 
still, what had been dotie would answer very we!! for mode- 
rate weather, and it was too late to stop to change. 

The trade wind had returned, and biew steadily as if 
finally Jikely to stand ; and the water outside of the reef was 
smooth enough to permit the required alterations, now thai 
the heavier spars were in their places. 

The appearance of the Montauk certainly was not as 
stately and commanding as before the wreck, but there >vau 
an Mr of completeness about it that augured well. It was 
that of a ship of seven hundred tons, fitted with spars in- 
tended for a ship of five hundred. The packet a little re- 
sembled a man of six feet, in the coat of a man of five feet 
nine, and yet the discrepancy would not be apt to be noticed 
by any but the initiated. Every thing essential was in its 
^lace, and reasonably wel! secured, and, as the Dane had 
been tigged for a stormy sea. Captain Truck felt satisfied hi; 
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might, in his present plighl, venture on t!ie American coysf 
even in winter, without incurring unusual hazard. 

As soon as the hour of worlt arriveii, therefore, a boat 
was sent to drop a hedge as near the inlet as it would be 
safe to venture, and a httle to windward of i{. By making 
a calculation, and inspectiiig his buoys, which still remained 
where he had placed them. Captain Truck found that he 
could get a narrow channel of sufficient directness to permit 
the ship to be warped as far as this point in a straight hne. 
Every thing but the boats was now got on board, the anchor 
by which they rode was hove up, and the warp was brought 
to the capstan, when the vessel slowly began to advance 
towards the inlet. 

This movement was a signal to the Arabs, who poured 
down on both i-eefs in hundreds, screaming and gesticulating 
like maniacs. It required good nerves and some self-reliance 
to advance in the face of such a danger, and this so much 
the more, as the barbarians showed themselves m the grealest 
force oa the northern range of roclts, which oilered a good 
shelter for their persons, completely raked the channel, and, 
moreover, lay so near the spot where the hedge had been 
dropped, that one might have jerked a stone from the one to 
the other. To add to the awkwardness of the affair, the 
Arabs began to fire with those muskets that are of so little 
service in close encounters, but which are notorious for 
sending their shot with great precision from a dbtance. The 
bullets came thick upon the ship, though the stoutness of the 
bulwarks forward, and their hei^t, as yet protected the men. 
In this dilemma, Captain Truck hesitated about contmumg 
to haul ahead, and he sent for Mr. Blunt and Mr. Leach for 
a consultation. Both these gentlemen advised perseverance, 
and as the counsel of the former will succinctly show the 
stnte of things, it shall be given in his own words. 

" Indecision is always discouraging to one's friends, and 
encouraging to one's enemies," he said, " and I recommend 
perseverance. The nearer we haul to the rocks, the greater 
will be oor command of them, while the more the chances 
af (he Arabs' throwing their bullets on our decks will be di- 
minished. Indeed, so long as we ride bead to wind, they 
?annot fire low enough to effect their object from Ihe norib- 
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sm reef, and on the southern they will not vecture verj near, 
for want of cover. It is true h will be impossible for us to 
bend our saiia or to send out a boat m the face of so heavy 
a fire, wliile our assailants are so effectually covered ; but 
we may possibly dislodge them with the gun, or with out 
small-arma, from the decks. If not, I will head a party into 
the tops, from which I will undertake to drive them out of 
the reach of our muskets in five minutes." 

" Such a step would be very hazardous to those who veu- 

" It would not be without danger, and some loss must be 
expected ; but they who fight must expect risks." 

" In which case it will be the business of Mr. Leach and 
myself to head the parties aloft. If we are obliged to con- 
sole the dying, damn me, but we are entitled to the privDege 
of fighting the living." 

" Ay, ay, sir," put in the mate ; " that stands to rea- 

" There are three tops, gentlemen," relumed Paul, mildly, 
" aad 1 respect your rights too much to wish to interfere 
with them. We can each falte one, and the effect will be in 
proportion to the greater means we employ, — one vigorous 
assault being worth a dozen feints." 

Captain Truck shook Paul heartily by the hand, and 
adopted his advice. When the young man had retired, he 
turned to the mate, and said — 

"Afier ail, these men-of-war's men are a little beyond 
us in the science of attack and defence, though I think I 
could give him a hint in the science of signs. I have had 
two or three touches at privateering in my time, but no regu- 
lar occupation in your broadside work. Did you see how 
Mr. Blunt handled his boat yesterday ? As much like two 
double blocks and a steady drag, as one belaying-pin is like 
nnother, and as coolly as a great lady in Londoa looks at 
one of us in a stale of nature. For my part, Leach, I was 
as hot as mustard, and ready to cut the throat of the best 
friend I had on earib ; whereas he was smiling aa I rowed 
past him, though I could hardly see his face for the smoke 
of his own gun." 

" Yen, sir, that's tiie way wifii your regular huilts, I'U 
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it you he began young, and had kicked all the pa^on 
out of himself on old salts, by the time he was eighte<ai. He 
doesn't seem, neither, like one of the true d — n-my-eye breed ; 
but it's a great privilege to a man in a passion to be allowed 
io kick when and whom he likes." 

" Not he. I say Leach, perhaps he might lend us a hand 
when it comes to the pinch with poor Monday. I have a 
great desire that the worthy fellow should lalte his departure 
decently." 

" Well, sir, I think you bad better propose it. For my 
part, Pm quite willing to go into all three of the tops alone, 
rather than disappoint a dying man." 

The captain promised to loojt to the mailer, and then 
Ihey turned their attention to the ship, which in a few more 
minutes was up as near the kedge as il was prudent to haul 
her. 



CHAPTEE XXVIII. 



Speed, gellant bark, the torjiado is post 
Staunch and secure Ihou host weather' 
Now spread thy full sails lo the winga of th 
Aiid soon the glnd ■- '-" - *- 



gW haven shall greet thy re 



Fart. 



The Montauk now lay close to the inlet, and even a little 
to windward of its entrance ; but the channel was crooked, 
not a sail was bent, nor was it possible to bend one properly 
without exposing the men to the muskets of the Arabs, who, 
fiom firing loosely, had got to be more wary and deliberale, 
aiming at the places where a head or an arm was occasion- 
ally seen. To prolong this state of things was merely to 
increase the evil, and Captain Truck determined to make an 
efiort at once to dislodge his enemies. 

With this view the gun was loaded in-board, filled nearly 
lO the muzzle with slugs, and then it was raised with care to 
■he top-gallant- forecastle, and cautiously pushed forward near 
l\e gunwale. Had the barbarians understood the construe 
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lion of a vessel, they m^ht have deslroyed half ihe packet's 
crew while they were thus engaged alwut tne forecastle bj 
tiring through the planks ; but, ignorant of tlie weakness oi 
the defences, they aimed altogether at the openings, or over 
the rails. 

By lowering the gafl" the spanker was imperfeclly bent ; 
that is to say, it was bent on the upper leacii. The hoom 
was got in under cover of the hurricane-house, and of t.He 
bundle of the aai! ; the oui-haulei" was bent, the boom replaced, 
the sail being hoisted with a little and a hurried lacing to the 
luffi This was not effected without a good deai of hazard, 
though the nearness of the bows of the vessel to the rocks pre- 
vented most of the Arabs from perceiving what passed ao far 
aft. Still, others nearer to the shore caught glimpeea of the 
actors, and several narrow escapes were the consequence. 
The second mate, in particular, had a shot through his hat 
within an inch of his head. By a little management, not- 
withstanding, the luff of the spanker was made to stand 
tolerably well ; and the ^ip had at least the beaefit of this 
one sail. 

The Dane had been a seaman of the old school ; and, in- 
stead of the more modern sponsor, his ship had been fitted 
with old-fashioned stay-sails. Of these it was possible to 
bend the main and mizzen stay-sails in tolerable security, pro- 
vided the ends of the halyar(k could be got down. As this, 
however, would be nearly all aftersail, the captain deter- 
mined to make an effort to overhaul the buntlines and 
leachlines of the foresail, at the same time that men were 
sent aloft afler the ends of the halyards. He also thought 
it possible to set a fore-topmast staysail flymg. ^ 

No one was deceived in this matter. The danger and the 
mode of operating were explained clearly, and then Captain 
Truck asked for volwDteers. These were instantly found; 
Mr. Leach and the second mate setting the example by step- 
ping forward as the first two. In order that the whole pro- 
codure may be understood, however, it shall be explained 
more fully. 

Two men were prepared to run up on the foreyard at the 
word. Both of these, one of whom *vas Mr. LeacJ , carried 
three small balls of marline, to the end of each of which 
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v/aa attached a rod hook the i irb being fi ed off in order 
lo prevent ita being caui^ht By means of these hooks the 
baUs were fastened to the jackets oi the adventurers. Two 
others stood ready at the toot of the main and mizzen rig- 
gings. By the gun lay P ml led chiee men; while several 
of the passengers aii 1 a few ol the best shots among the 
crew, were stationed on che foiecastle, armed with muskets 
and fowling-pieces 

" Is everyl>ody ready? called out the captain from (he 
quarter-deck. 

"Ail ready!" and "Ay! ay, sir!" were answered from 
the different points of (he ship. 

" Haul out the spanker !" 

As soon as this sail was set, the stem of the ship swung 
round towards the inlet, so as lo turn the bow on which the 
gun was placed towards the pa.it of the reef where the Arabs 
were in greatest numbers. 

"Be steady, men! and do not hurry yourselves, though 
active as wild-cats ! Up, and away !" 

The two fore-yard men, and the two by the after-masts, 
sprang into the rigging like squirrels, and were running aloft 
before the captain had done speaking. — At the same instant 
one of the three by the gun leaped on the bowsprit, and ran 
out towards the stay. Paul, and the other two, rose and 
shoved the ^n to its berth ; and the small-arms men showed 
themselves at the rails. 

So many, all in swift motion, appearing at the same mo- 
ment in the rigging, distracted the attention of the Arabs for 
an instant, though scattering shots were fired. Paul knew 
that the danger would be greatest when the men aloft were 
stationary, and he was in no haste. Perhaps for half a 
minute he was busy in choosing hia object, and in levelling 
the gun, and then it was fired. He had chosen the moment 
well ; for Mr. Leach and his fellow adventurers were already 
on the fore-yard, and the Arabs had arisen &om their covers 
in the eagerness of taking aim. The small-arms men poured 
in their volley, and (hen little more could be done in the way 
of the offensive, nearly all the powder in the ship having 
been expended. 

It remainsto tell the i-esult of this experiment. — Among 
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ht! Arabs a few fell, and those most exposed to the firp from 
the ship were staggered, losing near a minute in their con- 
fusion ; but those more remote maintained hot discharges 
after the first surprise. The whole time occupied in what 
we are going to relate was about three minutes ; the action 
of the several parts going on simultaneous ly- 

The adventurer forward, though nearest lo (he enemy, 
was least exposed. Partly covered by the bowsprit, he ran 
nimbly out on that spar till he reached the stay. Here he 
cut the stop of the fore-topmast halyards, overhauled the 
running part, and let the block swing in. He then hooked 
a block that he had carried out with him, and in which the 
bight of a rope had been rove through the thimble, and ran 
m as fast as possible. This duly, which had appeared the 
most hazardous of all the different adventures, on accouni 
bf the proximity of the bowsprit to the reef, was the firs! 
done, and with the least real risk ; the man being partly 
concealed by the smoke of the gun, aa well as by the bow- 
sprit. He escaped uninjured. 

As the two men aft pursued exactly the same course, the 
movements of one will explam those of the other. On reach, 
mg the yard, the adventurer sprang on it, caught the hook 
of the halyard-block, and threw himself off without an in 
Slant's hesitation, overhauling the halyards by his weight 
Men stood in readiness below to check the fall by easing oil 
the other end of the rope, aiid the hardy fellow reached the 
deck in safety. This seemed a nervous undertaking to the 
landsmen ; but the seamen who so well understood the ma- 
chinery of their vessel, made light of it. 

On the fore-yard, Mr. Leach passed out on one yard-arm, 
and his co-adventurer, a common seaman, on the other. 
Each left a hook in (he knot of the inner buntline, aa he 
went out, and dropped the ball of marline on deck. The 
siime was done at the outer buntlines, and at the leachlines. 
Hwe the mate returned, according to his orders, leaped upon 
the rigging, and thence upon a backstay, when he. slid on 
deck with a velocity that set aim at defiande. Notwith- 
standing tne quickness of his modons, Mr. Leach received f 
triflin" lit on the shoulder, and several bullets whizzed near 
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The seaman on the other yard-arm succeeded equaIN 
well, escaping the smallest injury, until he had secured the 
leanhline, when, knowing the usefulness of. obtainiog it, 
for he was on the weaiher side of the ship, he determiaed 
to bring in the end of the reef-tackle with him. Calling 
out to let go the rope on the deck, he ran out to the lift, 
bent over and secured the desired end, and raised himself 
erect, with the intention to make a run in, on the top of 
the yard. Captain Truck and the second mate had both 
commanded him to desist in vain, for impunity from harm 
had rendered hrm fool-hai'dy. In this perilous position he 
even paused to give a cheer. The cry was scarcely esded 
when he sprang off the yard several feet upwards and fell 
perpendicularly towards the sea, carrying the rope, in his 
hand. At ftrst, most on board believed the man had jumped 
into the water as the least hazardous means of getting 
down, depending on the rope, and on swimming, for his 
security ; but Paul pointed out the spot of blood that 
stained the surface of the sea, at the point where he had 
fallen. The reef-tackle was rounded cautiously in, and its 
end rose to the surface without the hand that had so lately 
grasped if. The man himself never re-appeared. 

Captain Truck had now the means of setting three stay- 
sails, the spanker, and the fore-course ; sails sufficient, he 
thought, to answer his present purposes. — The end of the 
reel-tackle, that had been so dearly bought, was got in, by 
means of a light line, which was thrown around it. 

The order was now given to braii the spanker, and to 
clap OB and weigh the kedge, wbicJ\ was done by the run. 
As soon as the ship was free of the bottom, the fore- 
topmast- stay sal I was set flying, like a jib-lop-sail, by haul- 
ing out the tack, and swaying upon the halyards. The 
sheet was hauled to windward, and the helm put down j of 
course the bows of the ship began to fall off. and, as soon 
Bs her head was sufiieienliy near her course, the sheet was 
drawn, and the wheel shifted. 

Captain Tl-uck now ordered the foresail, which, by this 
Imie was ready, to be set. This important sail was got on 
he vessel, by bending the buntlines and leachlines to its 
head, and by hauling out the weather-head-cring!e by 
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means of tlie reel' tackle. As soon as this broad spread of 
canvas was on the ship, her motion was acceleraied, and 
she began to move away l>om the spot,' followed by the 
furious cries and menaces of the Arabs. To the latter no 
rjne paid any heed, but ihey were audible until drowned in 
distance. Although aided by all her spars, and the force 
of the wind on her hull, a body as large as the Montauk 
required some little time to overcome the vis inerHa, and 
several anxious minutes passed before she was so far from 
the cover of the Arabs as to prevent their clamour from 
seeming to be in the very ears of those on board. When 
this did occur, it brought inexpressible relief, though it per- 
haps increased the danger, by increasing the chances of 
the bullets hitting objects on deck. 

The course at first was nearly before the wind, when 
the flat rock, so often named, being reached, the ship was 
compelled to haul up on an easy bowline, in order to pass 
to windward of it. Here the staysails aft and the spanker 
were set, which aided in bringing the vessel to the wind, 
and the fore-tack was brought down. By laying straight 
out of the pass, a distance of only a hundred yards, the 
vessel would he again clear of every thing, and beyond all 
the dangers of the coast, so long as the present breeze 
stood. But the tide set the vessel bodily towards the rock, 
and her condition did not admif of pressing hard upon a 
bowline. Captain Truck was getting to be uneasy, for he 
soon perceived that they were nearing the danger, though 
very gradually, and he began to tremble for his copper. 
Still the vessel drew steadily ahead, and he had hopes of 
passing the outer edge of the rocks in safety. This outer 
edge was a broken, ragged, and pointed fragment, that 
would break in the planks should the vessel rest upon it 
an instant, while falling in (hat constant heaving and set- 
ting of the ocean, which now began to be very sensibly 
felt. After all his jeopardy, the old mariner saw that 
his safely was at a serious hazard, by one of those unfore- 
seen but common risks that environ the seaman's life. 

"Lutri luffl you can," cried Captain Truck, glancing 
"lis eye from the rock to the sails, and from the sails to the 
^ock. " Luff, sir — you are at the pinch !" 
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'' L ff d the man af the wheel, whfi 

stood h e, covered by its roof, over 

which h w mp d k, to get a view of the sails. 

"LufT m d 

Pa ood p a side, the crew being ordered 

10 keep themselves as much covered as possible, on account 
of the bullets of the Arabs, which were at this time patter- 
ing against the vessel, like hail at the close of a storm. 

*' We shall not weather thai point of ragged rock," ex- 
claimed (he young man, quickly ; " and if we touch it the 
ship will be lost." 

" Let her claw off," returned the old man sternly. " Her 
cutwater is up with it already. Le he la off" 

The bows of the ship were ce a n v up h the dan- 
ger, and the vessel was slowiy d ■a n^ al e d but every 
moment its broadside was set nea e o he ock, which 
was now within fifty feet of them The fo bains were 
past the point, though little hope en a ed of clearing it 
abaft. A ship turns on her cent e f g d y aa on a pivot, 
the two ends inclining in oppos e d re ons a d Captain 
Track hoped that aa the bows we e pa he danger, it 
might be possible to throw the af e pa of h vessel up 
to the wind, by keeping away, and hus lea he spot en- 

' Hard up with your h'elm I" he shouted ; " hard up ! — 
Haul down the mizzen- staysail, and give her sheet 1" 

The sails were attended to, but no answer came from the 
wheel not did the vessel chinge her course. 

Haid up I tell jou sir — hard up — hard up, and be 
d d to ycul 

The usual reply was not maJe Piul sprang through (he 
narrow gangway ihat led to the wheel. Ail that passed 
took but a minute ^nd yet it was the most critical minute 
that had yet bnfallpn the Montauk for had she touched 
that roLk but foi an instant human art could hardly have 
kept her above Wttter an houi 

"Hiid up and be d 1 to jou'' repeated Captain 

Truck, n a voice of thunier as Paul darted round the 
corner of the huincane boose 

Tie seaman stood at the wheel grasping us spokea 
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firmly, his eyes aloft as usual, but ihe turns of the iiller 
rope showed that the order was not obeyed. 

" Hard up, man, hard up I are you mad ?" Paul utter- 
nd these words as he sprang to the wheel, which he made 
whirl with his own hands in the required direction. As for 
tHe seaman, be yielded his hold without resistance, and fell 
like a log, as the wheel flew round. A ball had entered hia 
back, and passed through his heart, and yet he had stood 
steadily to the spokes, as the true mariner always clings 
10 the helm while hfe lasts. 

The bows of the ship fell heavily off, and her stern press- 
f^d up towards the wind ; but the trifling delay so much aug- 
mented the risk, that nothing saved the vessel but the for- 
mation of the run and counter, which, by receding as usuai, 
allowed room to escape the dangerous point, as the Montauk 
hove by on a ssvell. 

Paul could not see the nearness of the escape, but the pu- 
rity of the water permitted Captam Truck and his mates 
to observe it with a distinctness that almost lendered them 
breathless. Indeed there was an instant when the shaip 
rock was hid beneath the counter, and each momentarily 
expected to heai the giatmg of the fragment, as it pene- 
trated the vessel's bottom. 

" Relieve that man at the wheel, and send him hither 
this moment," said Captam Truck, in a calm stern voice, 
that was moie ominous than an oath 

The mate called a seaman, and passed alt himself to exe- 
cute the order. In a mmute he and Paul relumed, bearmg 
the body of the dead mariner, when all was explained. 

" Lord, thy ways are unsearchable I" muttered the old 
master, uncovering himself, as the corpse was carried past, 
" and we are but as grains of ^eed, and as the vain butter- 
flies in thy hand '" 

The rock once cleared, an open ocean lay to leeward 
of the packet, and bringing the wind a little abaft the beam, 
she moved steadily away from those rocks that had been 
the witnesses of all her recent dangers. It was not long 
before she was so distant that all danger from the Arabs 
tensed. The barbaiians, not whh standing, continued a 
Jropping fire and furious gestiLulations, long after their 
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hullels and meuanus became matters of indifference to those 
on board. 

The body of the dead man was laid between the ma,?ts, 
and the order was passed to bend the sails. As all waa 
ready, in half an hour the Montaulc was standing off the 
land under her three topsails, the reef now distant nearly a 
league. The courses came next, when the top-gallant 
yards were crossed and the sails set ; the lighter canvas 
followed, and some time before the sun disappeared, the 
ship was under studding-sails, standing to the westward, 
before the trades. 

For the first time since he received the intelligence (bat 
the Arabs were the masters of the ship. Captain Truck now 
"elt real relief. He was momentarily happy after the com- 
bat, but new cares had pressed upon him so soon, that he 
could scarcely be said to be tranquil. Matters were now 
changed. His vessel was in good order, if not equipped for 
racing, and, as he was in a low latitude, had the trade winds 
to befriend him, and no longer entertained any apprehension 
of his old enemy the Foam, he felt as if a mountain had 
been removed from his breast. 

" Thank God," he observed to Paul, " I shall sleep to- 
night without dreaming of Arabs or rocks, or scowling 
faces at New York. They may say that another man 
might have shown more skill in keeping clear of such a 
scrape, but they will hardly say that another man could 
have got out of it better. All this handsome outfit, too, 
will cost the owners nothing — literally nothing ; and 1 
question if the poor Dane will ever appear Co claim the 
sails and spars. I do not know that we are in possession 
of them exactly according to the law of Africa, for of that 
code I know little ; or according to the law of nations, for 
Vatte!, 1 believe, has nothing on the subject ; but we are in 
possession so effectually, that, barring the nor'-westers on 
the American coast, I feel pretty certain of keeping them 
until we make the East River." 

" It might be better to bury the dead," said Paul ; foi 
he knew Eve would scarcely appear on deck as long as the 
body remained in sight, " Seamen, you Know, aro super 
stitious on the subject of corpses." 
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'■ [ have tliought of thisj but hoped la cheat those two 
rascals of sharks that are following in out wake, as if they 
ficented th&r food. It is an extraordinary thing, Mr. BIudI, 
that these fish should know wheti there is a body in a 
ship, and that they will follow it a hundred leagues to make 
sure of their prey." 

" It would be extraordinary, if true ; but in what manner 
has the fact been ascertained V 

" You see the two rascally pirates astern t" observed Mr. 
Leach, 

" Very true ; but we might also see them were there no 
dead body about the ship. Sharks aboun'd in this latitude, 
and I have seen several about the reef since we went in. 

" They'll be disappointed as to poor Tom Smith," said 
the mate, " unless they dive deep for him. I have lashed 
one of Napoleon's busts to (he fine fellow's feet, and he'll 
not fetch up until he's snugly anchored on the bottom," 

" This is a fitting hour for solemn feelings," said the 
captain, gazing about him at the heavens and the gathering 
gloom of twilight. " Call all hands to bury the dead, Mr. 
Leach. I confess I should feel easier myself as to the 
weather, jsere the body fairly out of the ship." 

While the mate went forward to muster the ]jeople, the 
captain took Paul aside with a request that he would perform 
the last offices for the deceased. 

" I will read a chapter in the Bible myself," he said ; 
" for I should not like the people to see one of the crew go 
overboard, and the officers have no word to say in the cere- 
monies i it might beget disrespect, and throw a slur on our 
knowledge; but you man-of-war's-men are generally more 
regularly brought ap to prayers than us liners, and if you 
have a proper book by j^ou, I should feel infiniteiy obliged 
if you would give us a lift on this melancholy occasion, 

Paul proposed that Mr. Effingham should be asked lo 
officiate, as he knew that gentleman read prayers in his 
cabin, to his own party, night and morning. 

" Does he V said the captaia ; " then he is my man, for 
he must have his hand in, and there will be no stammering 
or boggling. Ay, ay ; he' will fetch through on one tack- 
Toast, go below, rmd present my compliments lo Mr. Effing 
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ham, and say I should like to speak to Mm; and, harkefi,. 
Toast, desire him to put a prayer-book in his pocltet, ajiJ 
then step into my state-room, and bring up the Bible you 
will find under the pillow. The Arabs had a full chance at 
the plunder; but there is something about the book that 
always takes care of it. Few rogues, I've often remafked, 
care about a Bible. They would sooner steal ten novels 
than one copy of the sacred writ. This of mine was my 
mother's, Mr. Bijint, and I should have been a belter man 
had I overhauled it oflener." 

We pass over most of the arrangements, and come at 
once lo the servicfe, and to the state of the ship, just as hei' 
inmate were assembled on an occasion which no want of 
formality can render any thing hut solemn and admonitory. 
The courses were hauled up, and the main-topsail had been 
laid to the mast, a position in which a ship has always an 
air of stately repose. The body was stretched on a plank 
that lay across a rail, the leaden bust being enclosed in the 
hammock that enveloped it. A spot of blood on the cloth 
alone betrayed the nature of the death. Around the body 
were grouped the crew, while Captain Truck and his males 
stood at the gangway. The passengers were coUected on 
the quarter-deck, with Mr. Effingham, holding a prayer- 
book, a little in advance. 

The sun had just dipped into the ocean, and the whok 
western horizon was glorious with those soft, pearly, rain- 
bow hues that adorn the evening and the morning of a low 
latitude, during the soft weather of the autumnal months. 
To the eastward, the low line of coast was just discernible 
by the hillocks of sand, leaving Che imagination to portray 
its solitude and wastes. The sea in all other directions was 
dark and gloomy, and the entire character of the sunset was 
that of a grand picture of ocean magnificence and extent, 
relieved by a sky in which the tints came and went like the 
well-known colours of the dolphin ; to this must be added 
the gathering gloom of twilight. 

Eve pressed the arm of John Efiingham, and gazed with 
admiration and awe at the imposing scene. 

" This is the seaman's grave !" she whispered. 

'■ And worthy it i' to he the tomb of so gallant a fellow 
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Tlio man died dinging to bia post; and Fowis tdls mu that 
Lis land was loosened from the nhuel with difficaltj " 

They were silent, foi' Captain Truck uncovered himself, 
B.?. did all around him, placed his spectacles, and opened the 
aiicred volume. , The old mariner was far fiom critical m his 
selections of readings, and he usually cliose some sulgect 
that he thought wonid moat interest his hearers, which were 
ordinarily those that most interested himself To him Bibla 
wai Bihle, ^nd he now turned to the passage in the Acts of 
the Apostles in which the voyage of St. Paul from Judea to 
Rome is related. This lie read with steadiness, some quaint- 
ness of pronunciation, and with a sort of breatliing elast'- 
eity, whenever he came to those verses that touched particu- 
larly on the navigation. 

Paul maintained his perfect self-command daring this ex- 
traordinary exhibition, but an unbidden smile lingered around 
tbe handsome and chiseled mouth of Mr. Sharp. John 
Effingham's curved face was sedate and composed, while the 
females were too much impi-essed to eshibit aijy levity. As 
to the crew, they listened in profound attention, occasionally 
exchanging glances whenever any of the nautical expediunte 
struck them asbeing out of rule. 

As soon as this edifying chapter was ended, Mr. Effing- 
ham commenced the solemn rites for the dead. At the first 
sound of his voice, a calm fell on the vessel as if the spirit 
of God had alighted from the clouds, and a thrill passed 
thiough the fraices of the listeners. Those solemn woi'da 
of the Apostle commencing with. "I am the resurrection and 
the life, aaith the Lord, he that believeth in me, thongh he 
were dead, yet he shall live : and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me, he shall never die," could not have been better 
delivered. The voice, intonation, utterance, and manner, of 
Mr. EfBngham, were eminently those of a gentleman ; with- 
out pretension,, quiet, simple, and mellow, while, on the other 
hand, they were feeling, dignified, distinct, and measured. 

When he pronounced' the words "I know that my Ee- 
deemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earih . and thongh, after my skin, worms destroy my 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God," &c. &c. the men 
stared about them as if a real voice from heaven had made 
S3 
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tliB declaration, aiid Captiiiii Truck loukwl aloft like ouo ex- 
puotiiig a trainjjut-blaat. The tears of Eve begaa to flow af 
slie listened to the much-loved tones ; and the stoutest heart 
iiitliat much tried ship quailed. Jshii EffiughaTn made the 
responses of the psalm steadily, and Mr, Sliarp and PeiiiI 
Boon joined hiin. Bat the pcofonndest effect was prodnci'il 
wli.en the office reached those consoling but startling words 
frt.m the Revelations, oommencipg wiUi, " I heard a voipe 
friHii Heaven saying unto me write, from henceforth blessed 
ai'e t!ie dead who die in the Lord," &c. Captain Truck at- 
turwai'ds confessed tbat he tliought ho heaid the very voice, 
and the men aclnally pressed together in their alarcn. Tile 
plunge of the body was also a solerein instant. It went off 
the t'ud of tile plank feet foremost, and, carried rapidly down 
by the great weight of the lead, the water closed above it, 
obliterating every trace of the seaman's grave. Eve thought 
that its eitit resembled the few brief hours that draw the vei! 
of oblivion around the mass of mortals when they disappear 
from earth. 

Instead of asking for the benediction at the close of the 
ceremony, Mr. Effingham devoutly and calmly commenced 
the psalm of thank^ving for victory, "If the Lord had not 
been on our side, now may we say, if the Lord himself had 
not been on our side, when men rose up against us, they 
would have swallowed ns up quick, when they were so 
wrathfully displeased with ns." Most of the gcntleinon 
joined in the responses, and the silvery voice of Eve sounded 
sweet and holy amid the breathings of the ocean. Te Deum 
iawrfttwus, "We praise theo,OGod! we acknowledge theo 
to be the Lord I" " All the earth doth worship thee, the 
Father everlasting;" closed the offices, when Mr. Effingham 
dismissed his congregation with the usual layman's request 
for the benediction. 

Captain Track had never before been so deeply impressed 
with any religious ceremony, and when it ceased he looked 
wistfully over the aide at the spot where the body had 
fitllon, or where it might be supposed to have fallen- — foi 
the ship had drilled some distance— as one takes a las! 
look at the grave of a friend. 

"Shall wo fill the main-topsail, sirJ" deraandud Mi 
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Leach, after waiting a minute or two in deferonce to lija 
commander's feolingsj "or shall we h .ok on the yard- 
tackles, and stow the launch !" 

"Not yot, Leaeh; not yet. It will be unkind to poor 
Jack to hurry away from his grave so indecently. I have 
• observed that the people about the river always keep in 
sight till the last sod is stowed, and the rabbish is cleared 
away. The fine fellow stood to those spokes as a ciose- 
reefed topsail in a gale stands the surges of the wind, and 
■we owe him this little respect." 

"The boats, air}" 

"Let them tow awhile longer. It will seem like desert- 
ing him to be rattling the yard-tackles and stowing boats 
directly over his head. Your gran'ther was a priest, licach, 
and I wonder you don't see the impropriety of huiTying 
away from a grave, A little refiectJon wil! hurt none oi 

The mate admired at a mood so novel for Lis coinmand- 
CT, bnt ho was fain to submit. The day was fast closing not- 
withstanding, and the skies were losing their brilliancy in 
hues that were still softer and more melancholy, as if na- 
ture delighted, too, in sympathizing with the feelings of these 



CIIAPTER XXIX 
iir, 'tis my oooapalioii to be plaii 



,Thb barbarians had done much less injury to the ship 
and her contents than under the circumstances could have 
been reasonably hoped. The fact that nothing could bo 
effectually landed where she lay was probably the causi;, 
the bales that had actualjy been got out of the ship, having 
been put upon the bank with a view to lighten hei', more 
than for any other reason. The compact, too, between the 
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sbiBta had its inflnenoe probably, though it could not Iiave 
lasted long with so strong tumptatious to violate it cod- 
(tantly before the eyes of men habitualij I'spaeious. 

Of course, one of the first things after each individual 
had ascertained his own losses, was to inqnire into those of 
his neighbours, and the usual party in the ladies' cabin was 
seated around^ the sofa of Eve, about nine in the evening, 
conversing on this topic, after having held a short but 
serious dbcourse on their recent escape, 

" You tell me, John, that Mr. Monday has a desire to 
sleep !" observed Mr, Bfflngham, in the jnaoner iii which 
one puts an interrogation. 

"He is easier, and dozes. I have left my man with him, 
with orders to summon me the instant he awakes." 

A melancholy pause succeeded, and then the discoui-se 
took the channel from which it had been diverted. 

"Is the extent of our losses in effects known!" asked 
Mr. Sharp. " My man reports some trifling deficit, but 
nothing of any vmue." 

" Your counterfeit," returned Eve, smiling, " has been 
the principal sufferer. One would think by his plaints, that 
not a toy is left in Christendom." 

"So long as they have not stolen from him his good 
name, I shall not complain, as I may have some use for it 
when we reach America, of which now, God be praised I 
there are some flattering prospects." 

" I understand from my connesions that the person who 
is known in the main cabin as Sir George Templemore, is 
not the person who is known as such in this," observed 
John Effingham, bowing to Mr. Sharp, who returned his 
salute as one acknowledges an informal introduction. 
" There are certainly weak men to be found in high sta- 
tions all over the world, but you will probably think I am 
doing honour to my own sagacity, when I Bay, that I sus- 
pected from the first that he was not the true Amphitryon. 
I had heard of Sir George Templemore, and had been 
taught to expect more in him than even a man of fashion — 
a man of the world — while this poor substitute can soaicely 
lay elmm to be either." 

John Effingham so seldom complimented that his kinj 
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w 1 allj t Id and Mr. Sharp acknowledged tlie polite- 
n g at fied tban he waa probably "Tilling to ac- 

L 1 Ig t h self. The other could have heard of him 
onl f n E ad her father, and it was doubly grateful 
to b p k n f favourably in such a quarter : he thought 
th w a CO ioianoss in the alight auffmion that ap- 
pea d th fa of the daughter, which led him to hope 
that n th latter bad not considered him unworthy of 
jBCoUection , for he cared but littlo for the remembrances 
tot Mr. Effingham, if they Could all be transferred to bis 
;hild. 

"This person, who does me the honour to relieve me 
from the trouble of bearing my own name," he resumed, 
" cannot be of very lofty pretensions, or he would have as- 
pired bigbar. I suspect him of being merely one of those 
silly young countrymen of mine, of whom so many crowd 
stage-coaches and packets, to swagger over their less am- 
bitious fellow-mortala with the strut and exactions of tbo 
hour." 

"And yet, apart from his folly in 'sailing under false 
colours,' as our worthy captain would call it, the man seems 
Well enouffh." 

" A folly, cousin Jact," said Eve with laughing eyes 
thongh she maint^ned a perfect demureness with her beau- 
tiful featnrca — " that he shares in common with so many 
others I" 

" Very trne, though I suspect he has climbed to commit 
it, while others have been content to descend. The man 
himself behaved well yesterday, showing steadiness as well 
as spirit in the fray." 

" [ forgive him his usurpation for his conduct on that oc- 
casion," returned Mr, Sharp, " and wish with all my heart 
the Arabs bad discovered less affection for his curiosities. I 
should think that they must find themselves embarrassed to 
asceitain the uses of some of their prizes ; such for instance, 
as the button-hooks, the shoe-horn, knives with twenty 
blades, and other objects that denote a profound civihaation," 

" You have not spoken of your luck, Mr. Powis," added 
Mr, Effingham; "I trust you have (ared as well as most 
of us, though had thev visited their enemies according to 
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t!ie iiijui'j received from ttein, you would be among tha 
heaviest of the eufferers." 

" My loss," replied Paul, mournfully, ." is not much in. 
pecuniary value, though irreparable to me." 

A look of concern betrayed the general intereat, for as 
he really seemed sad, there was a secret apprehension that 
his loss even exceeded that which his words would give 
them reason to snppoae. Perceiving the curiosity that was 
awakened, and which was only suppressed by politeness, 
the young man added, 

" I iniss a miniature that, to me, is of inestimable value." 

Eve's heart throbbed, while her eyes sunk to the carpet. 
The others seemed amazed, and after a brief pause, Mr, . 
Sharp observed — 

" A painting on its own account would hardly possess 
much value with such barbarians, Was the setting valu- 
able ?" 

" It was of gold, of course, and had some merit in the 
way of workmanship. It has probably been taken as curi- 
ous rather than for its specific value ; though tc me, as I 
have jnst said, the ship itself coald scarcely be of more ac- 
count — certainly not as much prized." 

" Many light articles have been merely mislaid ; taker 
away through curiosity or idleness, and left where the indi- 
vidual happened to be at the moment of changing his mind," 
said John Effingham : " several things of mine have been 
scattered through the cabins in this manner, and I under- 
stand that divers vestments of the ladies have fonnd their 
way into the state-rooms of the other cabin; particnlarly a 
night-cap of Mademoiselle Viefville's, that has been disco- 
vered in Captain Ti'uck's room, and which that gallant 
seaman has forthwith condemned as a lawful waif. As ho 
never uses, such a device on his head, he will be compelled 
to wijar it next his heart. He will be compelled to convert 
it into a is6wiy-cap." 

" del! if the excellent captain will carry ns safe to New 
York," coolly returned the governess, "he shall have the 
prize, de lout man cceur ; c'cst un komme brave, ei c'esl aussi 
i/R brave komme, d safafon," 

"Here are iwo hearts eon'^erned in the aft'air idreariy, 
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ami no one can foresee the consoquunces ; but," turuijig to 
Paul, "describe, this miniature, if yon please, fov there are 
many in the vessel, and yours is not the only one that has 
been mislaW." 

" It was a miniature of a female, and one, too, 1 think, 
that would be remarked for her beauty." 

Eve felt a chill at her heart. 

" If, sir, it 18 the miniature of an elderly lady," said Ann 
Sidley, "perhaps it is this which I foiind in Miss Eve's 
room, and which I intended to give to Captain Truck in or- 
der that it might reach the hands of its right owner." 

I'aiil took the miniature, which he regarded coldly for a 
moment^ and then returned to the nui'se. 

" Mine is the miniature of a female under twenty," he 
said, colouring as he spoke; "and is every way different 
from this." 

This was the painful and humiliating moment when Evo 
Effingham was made to feel the estent and the nature of 
the interest she took in Panl Powis. On ail the previous 
occasions in which her feelings had been strongly awakened 
on his account, she had succeeded in deceiving herself as 
to the motive, but now the truth wa.s felt in that overwhelm- 
ing form that no sensitive heart can distrnat. 

No one had seen the miniature, though all observed the 
emotion with which Paul spoke of it, and all secretly won- 
dered of whom it could be. 

" The Arabs appear to have some such taste for the fine 
arts as distinguishes the population of a mushroom Ameri- 
can city," said John Effingham ; "or one that nins to por- 
traits, which are admired while the novelty lasts, and then 
are consigned to the first spot that offers to receive them." 

"Are your miniatures all safe. Eve 3" Mr. Effingham 
inquired with interest; for among them was one of her mo- 
ther that he had yielded to her only through strong pa- 
rental affection, but which it would have given him deep 
pain to discover was lost, though John Effingham, unknown 
to him, possessed a copy. 

" It is with the jewellery in the baggage-room, dearest 
father, and untouched of course. We are fortunate that 
3nr passing want? did not extend beyond out' comfoits, 
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as every way feminine and alluring. 





" It is one of the mysteries of the grand desi^s of Provi- 
dence, tbat men sbonld exist in- conditions so widely distant 
from each other," said John EfBngham abruptly, " with a 
common nature that can be so macb varied by circnmstan- 
ces. It is almost humiliating to find one's-self a man, ^'hen 
beini^B like these Arabs are to be classed as fellows." 
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' True, but he betrays consuioiisneaa of liib erioi, di. 
rectly or indirectly. One can show his sense of the mag- 
iiitude of his crime even by the manner of defending it. As 
respects our late enemies, I cannot say I felt any emotion 
of animosity while the hottest eng^ed f^ainst them, for 
their usages have rendered their proceedings lawful." 

" They tell me," interrupted Mr. Effingham, " that it is 
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owing to jonr presence of mind and steadiness that innre 
blood was not slied unnecessarily," 

"It may be questioned," coutinued Paul, noticing tliia 
compliment merely by an inclinatiou of tbo bead," if civi- 
lized people have not reasoned themselves, under the influ- 
ence of interest, into the commission of deeds quite as much 
opposed to natural justice as anything done by these bar- 
barians. Perhaps no nation ia perfectly Jree from the just 
imputation of having adopted some policy quite as unjnsti- 
fiable in itself as the system <if plunder maintained among 
the Arabs," 
" Do you count the rights of hospitality as nothing?" 
" Look at France, a nation distmgnisbed for refinement, 
among its rulers, at least. It was but the other day that the 
effects of the stranger who died in her territory were ap- 
propriated to the use of a monarch wallowing in luxury. 
Compare this law with the treaties that invited stratjgers to 
repair to the country, and the wants of the monarch who 
eshihited the rapacity, to the situation of the barbarians 
from whom we have escaped, and the magnitude of the 
temptation we offered, and it does not appear that the ad- 
vantage is much with Christiana. But the fate of, ship- 
wrecked mariners all over the world is notorious. In coun- 
tries the most advanced in civilization they are plundered, 
If there is an opportunity, and, at need, frequently mur- 

" This is a frightful picture of humanity," aaid Eve 
shuddering. " I do not think that this charge can bu justly 
brought against America." 

" That ia far from certain. America has many advan- 
tages to weaken the temptation to crime, but she is very 
far from perfect. The people on some of her coasts have 
been accused of resorting to the old English practice of 
showing false lights, with a view to mislead vessels, and of 
committing cruel depredations on the wrecked. In all 
things I believe there is a diapoaition in man to make mis- 
fortune weigh heaviest on the unfortunate. Even the coffin 
in which we inter a friend costs more than any other piece 
of work of the same amount of labour and materials." 

" This is a gloomy picture of humanity, to be drawn by 
i>,,e so young," Mr. Effingham mildly rejoined. 
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" I think it true. All men do not esliibit tlieir stilfislm 'ss 
Bud ferocity in the same way ; bat there are few wlio 'io 
Bot exhibit both. As for America, Miss Effingham, she is 
fast getting vic^s peculiar to herself and her system, a"il, 
I think, vices which bid fair to bring her down, ere long- io 
the common level, although I do not go quite so far in iii> 
scribing her demerits as some of the coiintrymeo of Madff 
moiaelle ViefviUe have gone." 

" And what may that have been V asked the governesj' 
e^crlj, in English. 

'^Poiirrie avant (Tkre m&re. M&re, America is cErtaiiily 
far from being ; but I aiu not disposed to acciiso her yet of 
being qnite pourrie." 

" We had flattered oni'selves," said Eve, a little reproach- 
fully, " with having at last found a countryman iii Mr. 
Powb." 

" And how would that change the question ? Or. do you 
admit that an American can be no American, unie=s blind 
to the faults of tha country, however greatf 

" Would it be generous for a child to turn upon a parent 
that all others assail !" 

" You pat the case ingeniously, but scarcely with tairncsa. 
It is the daty of the parent to educate and correct the child, 
but it is the duty of the citizen to refo m and np the 

character of his country. How can the latte be d ne, if 
nothing but eulogies are dealt in f W tl f g « one 
should not deal too freely with the iault f 1 try, 

though even with the liberal among tl n ne Id vish 
to be libera], for foreigners cannot repa the e I but vith 
one's countrymen I see little use and m ch lang n ob- 
serving a siienee as to fanlta. The Amorioan, of all others, 
it appears to me, should be the boldest in denouncing the 
common and national vices, since be ia one of those who, 
by the institutions themselves, has the power to apply the 
remedy." 

" But America is an exception, I think, or perhaps it 
would be better to say I feel, since all other people deride 
at, mock her, and dislike her. You wiU admit this yourself 
Sir George Templemore V 

" By no means r in England, now, 1 consider America to 
be particularly well esteomed." 
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Svu held up her pretty hands, and even Mademoiseile 
Viefville, uaually so well-toned and Be!f-r«strained, gave a 
visible shrug. 

" Sir Qeoige means in his country," dryly observed John 
EfSngham. 

" Perhaps the parties would better understand each other," 
said Paul, coolly, " were Sir Geoi^e Templeraore to descend 
to particulars. He belongs himself to the liberal sctool, and 
may be considered a safe witness." 

"I shall be compelled to protest against a oross-esami na- 
tion on such a subject," returned the baronet, laughing. 
" You will be satisfied, I am certain, with my sirople decla- 
ration. Perhaps we still regard the Americans as lanl soU 
feu rebels ; but that is a feeling that will soon cease," 

■'That is precisely the point on which I think liberal 
Englishman usually do great justice to America, while it is 
on other points that they betray a national dislike," 

"England believes America hostile to herself; and if love 
creates Jove, dislike creates disliko." 

"This is at least something like admitting the truth of the 
charge, Miss EfBnghim," said John Effingham, smiling, 
"and «e mtj dismiss the accused. It is odd enough that 
England should consider America aa rebellious, as is the 
case with manj Englishmen, I acknowledge, while, in tnith, 
England herself was the rebel, and this, too, in connexion 
with the very questions that produced the American revolii- 

"This IS quite new," said Sir George, "and I eoafess 
some cunosit) to see how it can be made out." 

John Effingham did not hesitate abont stating his case. 

"In thi, hrat plaie you are to forget professio'us and 
names," he said, " and to look only at facts and things. 
"When Ameiica wis settled, a compact was made, either in 
the way of chaiteis or of organic laws, by which all the 
colonies had distinct nghta, while, on the other hand, they 
confessed allegiance to the kin^. But in that ^;e the English 
monarch was a king He used his veto on the laws, for in* 
BtBnce, and otheiwise exercised his prerogatives. Of the two, 
he influenced parliament more than parliament influenced 
him. In snch a state of things, countries separated by an 
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ocean might be sappoaed to be governed equitably, llie oom- 
mon monarch i^eling a common parental regai'd for all his 
eubjisctti. Perhajis distance might runiJer hiQi even more 
tender of the JDterest of those who were, not present to pro- 
tect themselves." 

"This is putting the case loyally, at least," said Sir 
George, m the other paased for a moment. 

" It is precisely in that light that I wiah to present it. The 
degree of power-that parliament possessed over the colonies 
was a disputed point ; but I am willing to allow that parlia- 
ment had all power." 

" In doing which, I fear, you wil! concede all the merits," 
Baid Mr. Effiugham. 

" X think not. Paillament then ruled the coloniis abso- 
intely and l^ally, if yon please, under the Stuarts ; but the 
English rebelled against these Stuarts, dethroned them, and 
gave the crown to an entirely new family — one with only 
a remote alliance with the reigning branch. Not satisfied 
with this, the king was curtailed in his authority ; the prince, 
■who might with justice be supposed to feela common inte- 
rest in all his subjects, became a mere machine in the hands 
of a body who repre'iented little more than themselves, in 
feet, or a mere fragment of the empire, even in theory ; 
transferring the control of the colonial interest from the 
Bovereigti himself to a portion of his people, and that, too, 
a small portion. This was no longer a government of a 
prince who felt a parental concern for all his subjects, but a 
government of a clique of his subjects, who felt a selfish 
concern only for their own interests." 

" And did the Americans ni^e this reason for the revolt?" 
asked Sir George. " It sounds new to me." 

" They quarreled with the resnltiS, rather than with the 
cause. When they found that legislation was to be chiefly 
in the interests of England, they took the alarm, and seized 
their arms, without stopping to analyse causes. They pro- 
bably were mystified too much with names and professions 
to see the real truth, thongh they got some noble glimpses 
of it." 

" I have never before heard this case put so strongly," 
cried Paul Powis, " and yet I think it contains the whole 
merit of the controversy as a principle." 
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" It is extra.oiidinary how nationality hlinda us," obsori'ed 
Sir Geoi^e, langhiug. "I confess, Powis," — the late events 
liad produced a close intimacy and a sincere regard between 
these two fine young men, — " that I stand in need of an 
explanation." 

" You can conceive of a monaroh," continued John Effing- 
ham, " who possesses an extensive and efficient power ?" 

" Beyond doubt ; nothing can be plainer than that." 

" Fancy this monarch to fall into the hands of a {tag' 
inent of nia subjects, who reduce his authority to a mere 
ptofesaion, and begin to wield it for their own especial be- 
nofitr, RO longer leaving, him a free agent, though always 
asing the authority in his name." 

"Even that is easily imagined." 

" History is fall of such instances. A part of the sub- 
jects, unwilling to be the dupes of such a frand, revolt 
against the monarch in name, against tlie cabal in fact. 
Now who are the real rebels ? Profession is nothing, Ily- 
der Ally never seated himself in the presence of the prince 
he had deposed, though he held him captive duiiiig life." 

"But did not America acquiesce in the dethronement of 
the Stuarts V asked Eve, in whom the love of the right was 
stronger even than the love of country. 

"Beyond a doubt, though America neither foresaw nor 
acquiesced in all the resnits. The English themselves, 
probably, did not foresee the consequences of their own 
revolution ; for we now find England almost in arms against 
the consequences of the very subvei'sion of the kingly 
power of which I have spoken. In England it placed a 
portion of the higher classes in possession of authority, at 
the expense of all the rest of the nation ; whereas, as re- 
spects America, it set a remote people to rule over her, 
instead of a piince, who had the same eonnesion with his 
colonies as with all the rest of his subjects. The late Eng- 
lish reform is a peaceable revolution ; aad America would 
very gladly have done the same thing, could she have extri- 
cated herself from the consequences, by mere acts of con- 
gress. The whole difference is, that America, pressed upon 
by peculiar circumstances, preceded England in the revolt 
ibout sixty yeai's, and tlmt this revolt was against an 
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usurpur, and not against the legitimate monarch, or against 
tiie sovereign himself." 

"I confeas all this is novel to me," exclaimed Sir George. 

"I have told you, Sii' George Templemore, that, if jou 
stay long enough in America, many novel ideas will suggest 
themselves. You have too much sense to tj'avel through the 
country seeking for petty exceptions that may sastain your 
aristocratica! prejudices, or opinions, if yoa like that better; 
bat will he disposed to jadge a nation, not according to pre- 
conceived notions, but according to visible facts." 

"They tell me there is a strong bias to aristocracy in 
America; at least such is the report of most European tra- 
vellers." 

"The report of men who do not reflect closely on the 
meaning of words. That there are real aristocrats in opinion 
in America ie very true ; there are also a few monarcliists, 
or those who fancy themselves monarchists." 

"Can a man he deceived on such a point!" 

"Nothing is more easy. He who would set up a king 
merely in name, for instance, is not a monarchist, hut a vis- 
ionary, who confounds names with things." 

"I see yon will not admit of a balance in the state." 

"I shall contend that there must be a preponderating 
authority in every government, from which it derives its 
character; and if this be not the king, that government is 
not a real monarchy, let the laws be administered in wliose 
name they may. Calling an idol Jupiter does not convert it 
into a god. I question if there be a real monarchist left in 
the English empire at this very moment. They who make 
the loudest professions that way strike ine as being the 
rankest aristocrats, and a real political aristocrat is, and 
dw^s has been, the most efficient enemy of kings." 

"But we consider loyalty to the prince as attachment to 
the system." 

"That is another matter ; for in that you may be right 
enough, though it is ambiguous as to terms." 

" Sir— gentlemen — ^Mr, John Effingham, sir," interrupted 
Saunders, "Mr. Monday is awake, and so weny conwalas- 
ecnt — T fear he will not live long. The ship herself is not 
fW much conwerted by these new spars as poor Mr. Monday 
is conwerted since he went to sleep." 
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" I feared tbis," observed John Effingham, rising. " Ac- 
quaint Captain Truck with the fact, steward : he desired to 
DP- sent for at any crisis." 

He then quitted the cabin, leaving the rest of the party 
wondering that they couid have been already so lost to the 
fiituation of one of their late companions, however different 
from themselves he might bo in opinions and character. Bui 
ill tliia they merely showed their common connexion with 
all the rest of tbe great family of man, who uniformly for- 
get Borrows that do not press too hard on self, in the voac- 
linn of their feelings. 



CTIArXER XXX. 



at of tlie night ! "Watdini 



The principal hurt of Mr. Monday was one of th.isc 
wonnda that naiiaily produce death within eight-and-foity 
hours. He had borne the pain with resolution ; and, bh yet, 
had discovered no consciousness of the imminent danger 
tliat was so apparent to all aronnd him. But a film had 
suddenly past from before his senses ; and, a man of mere 
habits, prejudices, and animal enjoyments, he bad awakened 
at the very termination of his brief esistence to something 
like a consciousness of his true position ia the moral world, 
aa well as of his real physicaJ condition. Under the first 
iiopnlse of such an fdarm, John Efiingham had been sent 
for ; and he, as has been seen, ordered Captain Trnck to be 
summoned. In consequence of the previous understanding 
these two gentlemen and Mr, Leach appeared at the state- 
room door at the eaxae instant. The apai'traent being small 
it was arranged between tbem that the former shonld enter 
first, having been expressly sent for; and that the otliera 
fhonld be introduced at the pleasure of the wonndod man. 
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I have brought my Bible, Mr. Leach," said the Raptain 
whon he and the mate were left alone, "for a chapter ia 
the very least we can give a cabin-passenger' though I am 
a little at a loss to know what particulai' paasiige will be the 
moat suitable for the occasion. Something from ihe book 
of Kings would be likely to suit Mr. Monday, as ho is a 
thorongli-going king's man.' 

"It la so long since I read that pardoular book, air," 
returned th^ mate, diligently thambing his watch-key, "that 
I should be difSdent about expressing au opinion. I think, 
however, a little Bible might do Mm good.' 

" It is not an easy matter to hit a conscience exactly be- 
tween wind and water. I once thought of producing an 
impression on the ship's company by reading the account 
of Jonah aud the whale as a subject likely to attract their 
attention, and to show them the hazards wo seamen run ; 
but, in the end, I discovered that the narration struck them 
all aback as a thing not likely to be true. Jack cau staud 
any thing but a Bah story, you know, Leach." 

" It is always better to keep clear of miracles at aea, I 
believe, sir, when the people are to be spoken to: I saw 
some of the men this evening wince about that ship of St, 
Paul's carrying out anchors in a gale." 

" The graceless rascals ought to te thankful they are not 
at tbis very moment trotting through the great desert Iiislied 
to dromedaries' tails I Had I known that, Leach, I would 
hitve read the verse twice ! But Mr. Monday is altogether 
a different man, and will listen to reason. There la the 
story of Absalom, which is quite interesting; and perhaps 
the account of the battle might be suitable for one who dies 
in consequence of a battle j but, on the whole, I romembei 
my worthy old father need to say that a sinner ought to be 
well shaken up at such a moment." 

"1 fancy, sir, Mr. Monday has been a reasonably steady 
man as the world goes. Seeing that he is a passenger, I 
should try and ease him off handsomely, and without any 
of 'these Methodist surges." 

" Yon may be right. Leach, yon may be right ; do aa 

Eon would be done by is the golden rule after all. But, 
ere (^oinea Mr. John Effingbam ; so 1 fancy we may enter '' 
3t* 
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The captain was not mislaken, for Mr. Monday had just 
taken a restorative, and had expressed a desire to see the 
two officers. The state-rooiii was a small, neat, and even 
beaatifuily finished apai'tnient, about seven feet square. It 
had originally been fitted with two berths; but, previously 
to taking possession of the place, John Effingham had 
caused the carpenter to remove the upper, and Mr. Monday 
now lay in what had been the lower bed. This situation 
placed him helow his attendant, and in a position where ho 
might be the more easily assisted. A aliaded lamp lighted 
the room, hy means of which the eaptdn caught the ansious 
expression of tbo dying man's eye, as he took a seat himself. 

'■ I am grieved to see you in this state, Mr. Monday." 
swd the master, " and this all the more since it has hap- 
pened in consequence of yoar bravery in fighting to regain 
my ship. By rights this accident ought to have befallen 
one of the Montauk's people, or Mr. Leach, here, or even 
myself, before it befel you." 

Mr. Monday looked at the speaker as if the intended con- 
solation had failed of its effect, and the captain began to sus- 
pect that he should find a difficult sabject for his new 
ministrations. By way of gaining time, he thrust an elbow 
into the mate's side as a hint that it was now his turn to of- 
fer something. 

" It might have been worse, Mr. Monday," observed Leach, 
shifting his attitude like a man whose moral and physical 
action moved pari passu : "it might have been much worae, 
I once saw a man shot in the. under jaw, and he lived a fort- 
night without any sort of nonrighment I" 

Still Mr. Monday gazed at the mate as if he thought mat- 
ters could not be much worse. 

"That iBos a hard case," put in the captain ; " why, the 
poor fellow had no opportunity %o recover without victuals. 

"No, sir, nor any drink. He never swallowed a mouth- 
ful of liquor of any soi-t from the time he was hit, until he 
took the plunge when wo threw him overboard." 

Perhaps there is truth in the saying that " misery loves 
wmpany," for the eye of Mr, Monday turned towards the 
table on which the bottle of cordial still stood, and from 
ivhieh John Effingham l);id jnst before helped hi'n to swal- 
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low, uii(lei*tl)e impression that it was of no moment wliat he 
took. Tbe captain understood the appeal, and influenced by 
the same opinion concerning the hopelessness of the patient s 
condition, besides being kindly anxioas to console liim, he 
ponred out a small glass, all of which he permitted the other 
to drink. The effect was instautaneous, for it would seem 
this treacherous iiiend is ever to produce a momentary plea- 
sure as a poor compensation for its lasting pains. 

" I don't feel so bad, gentlemao," returned the wonuded 
man with a foroe of voice that startled his visitors. " I foel 
better — much better, and am very glad to see yon. Captain 
Truck, I have the honor to drink your health." 

The captain looked at the mate as if he thought their visit 
was twenty-four hours too soon, for live, all felt sure, Mr. 
Monday could not. But Leach, better placed to observe the 
countenance of the patient, whispered his commander that 
it was merely " a catapaw, and will not stand." 

" I am very glad to see yon both, gentlemen," contiuued 
Mr. Monday, "and beg yon to he!p yourselves." 

The captEwn changed his tactics. Finding his patient so 
strong and cheerful, he thought consolation would be more 
easily received just at that moment, than it might be evea 
half an hour later. 

" We are all mortal, Mr. Monday—" 

"Yes, sir; all very mortal." 

" And even the strongest and boldest ought occasionally 
to think of their end." ' 

." Quite true, air ; quite trne. The strongest and boldest. 
When do you think we shall get in, gentlemen !" 

Captain Truck afterwards affirmed that he was " never 
before taken so flat aback by a question as by this." Still 
he extricated himself from the dilemma with dexterity, the 
spirit of proseljtism apparently aiising within him in pro- 
portion as the other manifested indifference to hb offices, 

" There is a poil to which we are all steering, my deal 
air," he said ; " and of which we ought always to bear iu 
mind the landmarks and beacons, and that port is heaven." 

" Yes," answered Mr Leach, " a port that, sooner or later, 
will fetch us all up." 

Mr. Monday gazed from one to the otliur, and soiiifthiug 
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like the state of feeling, from which he had heen 'aroused hj 
the cordial, began to return. 

" Do you think mo so bad, gentlemen !" he inquired, with 
a little of the eagerness of a startled man. 

" As bad as one bound direct to so good a place as I hope 
and tmst is the case with you, can be," returned the cap- 
tain, determined to follow up the advantage he had gained. 
"Your wound, we fear, is mortal, and people seldom remain 
long in this wicked world with such sort of hurts." 

"If he stands that," thought the captain, "I shall turn 
him over, at once, to Mr. Effingliam." 

Mr. Monday did not stand it The illusion produced tv 
the liquor, although the latter still sustained his pulses, had 
begun to evaporate, and the melancholy truth veanmed its 
power. 

" I believe, indeed, that I am near my end, gentlemen," 
he said faintly ; and am thankful — for — for l£is consola- 

"Now will be a good time to throw in the chapter," 
whispered Leach ; " he seems quite conscious, and verj 
contrite." 

Captain Truck, in pure despair, and conscious of his owe 
want of judgment, had determined to leave the question o 
the selection of this chapter to be decided by chance. Per 
haps a little of that mysterious dependence on Providence 
which renders all men more or less superstitions, influencet 
him ; and that he hoped a wisdom surpassing his own migh' 
direct him to a choice. Fortunately, the book of Psalms i: 
near the middle of the sacred volume, and a better dispoai 
tion of this sublime repository of pious praise and spintna 
wisdom could not have been made ; for tae chance- direotei 
peruser of the Bible will perhaps oftoner open among jt 
pages than at any other place. 

If we should say that Mr, Monday felt any very profount 
Bpirit\]al relief from the reading of Captain Truck, we ahouh 
both overrate the manner of the honest sailor, and the intcl 
ligenee of the dying man. Still the solemn language o- 
praise and admiration had an effect, and, for the fii'st tim 
since childhood, the soul of the !att«r was moved. God ani 
judgment passed before his imagination, and he gasped fo 
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Nil. 405 

[ii'eath ia a way that induced the two soaraeu to suppose iho 
I'alal iiioiiniiat had come, even sooner than they expected. 
The cold sweat stood upon the forehead of the patierjt, and 
his eyes glared wildly from one to the other. The pa- 
roxysm, however, was transient, and he soon settled down 
into a state of comparative calmness, poshing away the glass 
that Captain Truck offered, in mistaken kindness, with a 
manner of loathing. 

" We must comfort him. Leach," whispered the captain ; 
"for I see he is fetching up in the old way, as was duly 
laid down by our ancestors in the platform. First, groan- 
ings and views of the devil, and then consolation and hope. 
We have got him into the first category, and we ought now, 
in justice, to hring to, and heave a strain to help him 
thvough it." 

"They generally give 'em prayer, in the river, in this 
stage of the attacli," said Leajjh, "If you can remember a 
short prayer, sir, it might ease him off." 

Captain Truck and his mate, notwithstanding the quaint- 
oeas of their thoughts and language, were themselves so- 
lemnly impressed with the scene,, and actuated by the kind- 
est motives. Nothing of ievity mingled witli their notions, 
jut they felt the responsibility of officers of a packet, besides 
entertaining a generous interest in the fete of a stranger who 
lad fallen, fighting manfully at their side. The old man 
ooked awkwardly about him, turned the key of the door, 
vipoJ his eyes, gazed wistfully at the patient, gave hia mate 
1 nudge with his elbow to follow his example, and knelt 
lowii with a heart momentarily as devout as is often the 
ase with tho'Je who minister at the altar. He retained the 
vords of the Lord's piayer, and these he repeated aloud, 
liatinctly, and with Jervour, though not with a literal con- 
jrmitj to the te\t Once Mr. Leach had to help him to 
he word When he rose, the perspiration stood on Uis fore- 
head, as it he had been engaged in severe toil. 

Perhaps nothing could have occurred more likely to 
fcrike the imagination of Mr. Monday than to see one, of 
be known chaiacter and habits of Captain Truck, thus 
'icstling with the Lord in his own behalf. Always obtuse 
"id dull ot thought, the first impresaon was that of wou- 
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Avr; iiwo and contrition followad. Evurcthe mate wns 
tonclied, and he afterwai-ds to!d his oompanion on deck, 
that "the hardest day's work he had ever done, was iendiDg 
a hand to i-onse the captain throngh that prayer." 

"I thank you, sir," gasped Mr. Monday, " I. thank yoii — 
Mr. John Effingham — now, let me see Mi\ John Effingham. 
1 have no time to lose, and wiali to see him." 

The captain rose to comply, with the feelings of a man 
who had done his duty, and, from that moment, he had a 
secret satisfaction at having so manftiUy acquitted himself, 
Indeetl, it has been remarked by those who have listened 
to ilia whole narrative of the pass^e, that he invariably 
lays more stress on the scene in the state-room, tban or 
the readiness and skill with which he repaired the damage.' 
sustained by his own ship, through the means obtaiiiec 
from the Dane, or the spirit with which he retook her fron 
the Arabs. 

John Effingham appeared in tbe state-room, where th( 
captain and Mr. Leach left him alone with the patient 
L ke all strong-minded men, who are conscious of the 
8 p r or ty over the rest of their fellow creatures tl is gen 
tlen an felt disposed to concede most to those ?ho v 
tl least aole to contend with him. Habitnally saica ti 
a 1 tera and som times as 1 1 an 

d eet He g ^ M M day s n n 

■« as al e to n ■ipproa h o 

death freqnen es h e eo ccal 

the powers of p p f t! o b { 

was in full vig g the s d le 

change that p '^nce of tl 

dying man. 

" 1 believe, g com enc 

Mr. Monday, p m fl ence ol th 

cordial evaporated, and m short and broken sentences. 

"In that you share the lot of all," returned John Effing 
ham. . "We are tanght that no man of himself, no unaidei 
soul, is competent to its own salvation. Christians look ti 
the Redeemer for succour." 

" I believe I understand you, but I am a business man, sit 
and have been taigbt that reparation is the best atoneraen 
for a wrong." 
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" li eortai ly b 1 1 b th j? 

" Yes, ind d t h id I m b t th f p 

parents, and m y h b t Jipt d t tl It 

aie iraprjpi. My tl fc I was L ly IP •• 

Well, theLd 11 pd t,ttw w g^ld 
Bay it inigbt h b Ithklhldh dkl 

and thonght b t f th fl — p h p t t y t 

t^o late." 

John Effingh m 1 t i w tl -p b t w tl th i 

nesa and sagac tythtinkdh hrat H th 

neeeaaity, oi t I a&t th p d f th b g th 

witness pre t-Tkd tg fth h I t 

the speftker h pp d to tl djo f E b d 

wgned Paul tfll hm Thy t Itb tt 
together, wl J h Effl gh to k M M d j th 
ly by the ha d, offen „ 1 m 1 m 1 e t g th 

lie cordial, but which had the effect to revive him. 

" I understand you, air," eontinnod Mr. Monday, looking 
at Paul; "it is al! very proper; but I have little to say — 
the papers will explain it all. Those keys, siiv-tbe opper 
drawer of tbe.bnreau, and the red morocco case— take it all 
— this is the key. I have kept everything together, from a 
mi^iving that an hour would come. la New York you will 
have time — it is not yet too late." 

As the wounded man spoke at intervals, and with diffi- 
culty, John Effingham had complied with his directions 
before he ceased. He found the red moroeco case, took the 
key from the ring, and showed both to Mr. Monday, who 
smiled and nodded approbation. The bureau contained 
paper, wax, and all the other -appliances of writing. John 
Effingham inclosed the case in a strong envelope, and affixed 
to it three seals, which he impressed with his own, arms ; 
ihe then asked Paul for his watch, that the same might be 
done with the seal of his companion. After this precaution, 
he wrote a brief declaration that the contents had been de- 
livered to the two, for the purpose of examination, and for 
the benefit of the parties concerned, whoever they might be, 
and signed it. Paul did the same, and the paper was hand- 
ed to Mr, Monday, who had still strength to add his own 
signature. 
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"Men Jo not usually trifle at such moments," said J'iha 
Effingham, " and this case may contain matter of moment 
to wronged and innocent persons. The world little knows 
the extent of the enorjnities that are thua committed. Take 
the case, Mr. Powia, and lock it op with your effects, until 
the moment for tlie examination shalt come." 

Mr. Monday was certMnly much relieved after this con- 
signment of the caae into safe hands, trides satisfying the 
eompunctions of the obtuse. For more than an hour he 
slumbered. During this interval of rest, Captain Truck 
appeared at the door of the state-room to inquire into the 
condition of the patient, and, hearing a report so favouiable, 
in common witli all whose duty did not require them to 
watch, he retired to rest. Paul had also returned, and 
offered his services, as indeed did most of the gentlemen ; 
but John Effingham dismissed his own servant even, and 
declared it was his intention not to quit the place that night. 
Mr. Monday had reposed confidence in him, appeared to be 
gratified by his attentions and presence, and he felt it to tie 
a sort of duty, under such circumstances not to desert h 
fellow-creature in bis extremity. Any thing bevond sane 
slight alleviation of the sufferer's pams was hopeless , 1 ut 
this, he rightly believed, he was as capable ot admimstt,iing 
as another. 

Death is appalling to thoSe of the most iron neives when 
it comes quietly and in the stillness ind solitude of nigiit. 
John Effingham was such a man, but hp felt all the pecu 
liarity of his situation as he sat alone in the state room by 
the side of Mr. Monday, listening to the washing of thp 
waters that the ship shoved aside, and to the unquiet breath 
ing of his patient Several times he felt a disposition to 
steal away for a few minutes, and to lefcesh himself ty 
exercise in the pare air of the ocein but as often was the 
inclinatiou checked by jealous glances from the glazed ne 
of the dying man, who appeared to obeiiBh his presencL ja 
his own last hope of life. When John Effin£(ham «ettea 
the feverish lips, the look be received spoke of gritituue 
and thanks, and once or twice these feelings weie audible 
in whispers. He could not deseit a tiing so help]e.f.,so 
dependent ; and, although conscious that he wiis at no mt 
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DuriDg one of the troubled slumbers of the dying man, 
bis attendant sat watching the struggles of his countenance, 
which seemed to betray the workings of the sowl that was 
about to quit its tenement, and he mused on the character 
and fate of the being whose departure for the world of 
spirits he himself was so singularly called on to witness ! 

" Of his origin 1 know nothing," thought John EtBngham, 
" except by his own passing declarations, and the evident 
fact that, as regards station, it can scarcely have reached 
mediocrity. He is one of those who appear to live for the 
most vulgar motives that are admissible among men of any 
culture, and whose refinement, such as it is, is purely of the 
conventional class of habits. Ignorant, beyond the current 
opinions of a set; prejudiced in all that relates to nations, 
religions, and characters ; wily, with an air of blusteiing 
honesty ; credulous and intolerant ; bold in denunciations 
and critical remarks, without a spark of discrimination, or 
any knowledge but that which has been acquired under a 
designing dictation ; as incapable of generalizing as he is 
obstinate in trifles; good-humoured by nature, and yet 
querulous from imitation: — for what purposes was such a 
creature brought into existence to be hurried out of it in 
this eventful manner 1" The conversation of the evening 
recurred to John Effingham, and be inwardly said, " If 
there exist such varieties of the human race among nations, 
there are certainly as many species, in a moral sense, in . 
civilized life itself. This man has his counterpart in a 
particular feature in the every-day American absorbed in 
the pursuit of gain ; and yet how widely different are the 
two in the minor points of oharaoter ! While the other 
allows himself no rest, no relaxation, no" mitigation of the 
eternal giiawing"of the vulture rapacity, this man has made 
self-indulgence the constant companion of his toil ; while 
the other has centered all his pleasures in gain, this English- 
man, with the same object in view, but obedient to national 
usages, has fancied he has been alleviating his labours by 
sensual enjoyments. In what will their enda differ' Fran 
' 35 
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ihe eyes of 'he American the veil will be torn aside when 
it is too late, perhaps, and the object of his eartlily pursuit 
will be made the instrument of his punishment, an he sees 
himself compelled to quit it all for the dark uncertainty of 
rhe grave ; while the blusterer and the bottle- compani an 
sinks into a forced and appalled repentance, as the anim.il 
that has hitherto upheld him loses its ascendency." 

A groan from Mr. Monday, who now opened his glassy 
eyes, interrupted these musings. The patient signed for the 
nourishment, and he revived a little, 

"What is the day of the weekT' he asked, with an 
nnsiety that surpiised bis kind attendant. 

" It is, or rather it mas, Monday ; for we are now past 
midnight." 

" I am glad of it, sir — very glad of it." 

" Why should the day of the week be of consequence to 
you nowl" 

" There is a saying, sir — I have failh in sayings — they 
told me I was bom of a Monday, and should die of a Mon- 
day." 

The other was shocked at this evidence of a lingering 
and abject superstition in one who could not probably sur- 
vive many hours, and he spoke to him of the Saviour, and 
of his mediation for man. All this could John E^ngham 
do at need ; and he could do it well, too, for few had clearer 
perceptions of this stale of probation than himself. His 
weak point was in the pride and strength of his character ; 
qualities that indisposed him in his own ptaclice to rely on 
any but himself, under the very circumstances which would 
impress on others the necessity of relying solely on God. 
Thfl dying man heard him attentively, and the words made 
a momentary impression. 

" 1 do not wish to die, sir," Mr. Monday said suddenly, 
after a long pause. 

" It is the general fate ; when the moment arrives, we 
iiught to prepare ourselves to nieel it." 

" I am no coward, Mr. Effingham." 

" In one sense I know you are not, for I have seen you 
proved. I hope you will not be one in any sense. You 
'a which manhood will avail you no- 
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.hing; your dependence should be placed altogether o-i 
"1 kn(tw it, sir — I try to feel thus; but I do not wish to 

"The love of Christ is illimitable," said John Effingham, 
powerfully affected by the other's hopeless misery, 

" I know it— 1 hope it — I wish to believe it. Have you a 
mother, Mr. Effingham 1" 

" She has been dead many years." 

"A wife'/" 

John Effingham gasped for breath, and one might have 
mistaken him, at the moment, for the sufferer. 

" None ; I am without parent, brother, sister, wife, or 
child. My nearest relatives are in thia ship." 

" I am of littlo value; but, such as I am, my mother will 
miss me. We can have but one mother, sir." 

" This is very true. If you have any commission or 
message for your mother, Mr. Monday, I shall have great 
satisfaction in attending to your wishes." 

" I thank you, sir ; I know of none. She has her notions 
on religion, and — I think it would lessen her sorrow to hear 
that I had a Christian burial." 

" Set your heart at rest on that subject : all tliat our situa- 
tion will allow, shall be done." 

"Of what account will it al! be, Mr. Effingham? I wish 
I had drunk less, and thought more." 

John Effingham could say nothing to a compunction that 
was so necessary, though so tardy. 

" I fear we think too little of this moment in our health 
and strength, sir." 

" The greater the necessity, Mr. Monday, of turning our 
thoughts towards that divine mediation which alone can avail 
us, while there is yet opportunity." 

But Mr. Monday was startled by the near approach of 
death, rather than repentant. He had indurated his feelings 
by the long' and continued practice of a deadening self-in- 
dulgence, and he was now like a man who unexpectedly 
fmds himself in the presence of an imminent and overwhelm- 
ing danger, without any visible means of mitigation or es- 
e^fo- lie groaned and looked around him, as if he sought 
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something to cimg to, the spirit he had shown in the pride 
of his strength availing nothing. All these, however, were 
but passing emotions, and the natural obtusity of.the man 
returned. 

" I do cot think, sir," he said, gazing intently ol John 
Effingham, " that I have been a very great sinner." 

" I hope not, my good friend ; yet none of us are so free 
from spot as not Co require the aid of God to fit us for his 
holy presence." 

" Very true, sir — very true, sir. I was duly baptized and 
properly confirmed." 

" Offices which arc but pledges that we ore expected to 
redeem," 

" By a regular priest and bishop, sir ;— orthodox and dig- 
nified clergymen !" 

" No doubt : England wants none of the forms of religion. 
But the contrite heart, Mr. Monday, will be sure to meet 
with mercy." 

"I feel contrite, sir; very contrite." 

A pause of half an hour succeeded, and John Effingham 
thought at first that his patient had again slumbered ; but, 
looking more closely at his situation, he perceived that his 
eyes often opened and wandered over objects near him. Un- 
willing to disturb this apparent tranquillity, the minutes wete 
permitted to pass away uninterrupted, until Mr. Monday 
spoke again of his own accord. 

"Mr. Effingham — sir — Mr. Effingham," said the dying 

" I am near you, Mr. Monday, and wiU not leave the 

" Bless you, bless you, do not you desert me !" 

" I shall remain : set your heart at rest, and let me know 
your wants." 

" I want life, sir !" 

" That is the gift of God, and its possession depends 
solely on his pleasure. Ask pardon for your sins, and re- 
member the mercy and love of the blessed Redeemer." 

"- 1 try, sir. I do not think I have been a r>ery great sm- 
ncr." 

" I hope not : but God can pardon the penitent, however 
great their offences." 
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"Yes, sir, I know it— I know it. This affeir has been 
^<i unexpected. I have even been at the comniunion-iable, 
Kir ; yes, my mother made me commune. Nothing was ne- 
glected, sir." 

John Ei!ingham waa often proud and self-willed in his 
communications with men, the inferiority of most of his fel- 
low-creatures to himself, in principles as well as mind, being 
too plainly apparent not to influence tbe opinions of one who 
did not not too closely study his own (ailings ; but, as re- 
spects God, he was habitually reverent and meek. Spiritual 
pride formed no part of his character, for he fett his own 
deficiency in the Christian qualities, the main defect arising 
more from a habit of regarding the infirmities of others than 
from dwelling too much on his own merits. In comparing 
himself with perfection, no one could be more humble ; but 
in limiting the comparison to those around him, few were 
prouder, or few more justly so, were tt permitted to make 
such a comparison at all. Prayer with him was not habitual, 
or always well ordered, but he was not ashamed to pray ; 
and when he did bow down his spirit in this manner, it was 
with the force, comprehensiveness, and energy of his cha- 
racter. He was now moved by the feeble and common- 
place consolations that Mr. Monday endeavoured to extract 
from his situation. He saw the peculiarly deluding and 
cruel substitution of forms for the substance of piety that 
distinguishes the policy of all established churches, though, 
unlike many of his own countrymen, his mind was superior 
to those narrow exaggerations that, on the other hand, too 
often convert innocence into sin, and puff up the votary with 
tlie conceit of a sectarian and his sclf-righteoi'sness. 

" I will pray with you, Mr. Monday," he said, kneeling at 
the side of the dying man's bed: "we will ask mercy of God 
together, and he may lessen these doubts." 

Mr. Monday made a sign of eager assent, and John Ef- 
fingham prayed ui a voice that was distinctly audible to the 
other. The petition was short, beautiful, 4nd even lofty 
in language, without a particle of Scripture jargon, or of 
the cant of professed devotees ; but it was a fervent, direct, 
comprehensive, and humble appeal to the Deity for mercy 
Mi the being who now found himself in extremitv, A child 
35* 
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might have understood it, while the heart of a man would 
have melted with its affecting and meek sincerity. It is to 
be hoped that the Great Being, whose Spirit pervades the 
universe, and whose clemency is commeusiirate with his. 
power, also admitted the force of the petition, for Mr. Moo- 
day smiled with pleasure when John Effingham arose. 

" Thank you, sir — a thousand thanks," muttered the dy- 
ing man, pressing the hand of tlie other. "This is better 
than all." 

After this Mr. Monday was easier, and hours passed away 
in nearly a continued silence. John Effiogham was now 
com inced that his patient slumbered, and he allowed himself 
to fall into a doze. It was after the morning watch was 
called, that he was aroused by a movement in the berth. Re- 
lieving his patient required nourishment, or some fluid to 
moisten his lips, John Etfingham offered both, but they were 
declined. Mr. Monday had clasped his hands on his breast, 
with tbe fingers uppermost, as painters and scuiptors are apt 
to delineate them when they represent saints in the act of 
addressing the Deity, and his lips moved, though the words 
(vere whispered. John Effingham kneeled, and placed his 
ear so close as to catch the sounds. His patient was uttering 
the simple but beautiful petition transmitted by Christ him- 
self to man, as the model of all prayer. 

As soon as the other had done, John Effingham repealed 
the same prayer fervently and aloud himself,' and when he 
opened his eyes, after this solemn homage to God, Mr. Mon- 
day was dead. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 



Let me bIoho : — dost thou deb to write 
Thy,name ? or hasl Ihou a mnrk to thyself, lik. 
Elonest) plain-dealiog matt ? 



At a later hour, the body of the 
tu the ocean with the forms that had been observed the pre- 
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These two (;er& 
»ne the travelkra 
liad passed through ; and, for many days, the melancholy 
that they naturally excited pervaded the ship. But, as no 
one connected by blood with any of the living had fallen, 
and if is not the disposition of men fo mourn always, this 
leeiing gradually subsided, and at the end of three weeks 
:he deaths had lost most of their influence, or were recalled 
only at momenta by those who thought it wise to dwell on 
such solemn subjects. 

Captain Truck had regained his spirits ; for, if he fell 
mortified at the extraordinary difficulties and dangers that 
nad befallen his ship, he also felt proud of the manner in 
which he had extricated himself from them. As for the 
mates and crew, they had already returned to their ordi- 
nary habits of toil and fun, the accidents of life makmg but 
brief and superficial impressions on natures accustomed to 
vicissitudes and losses. 

Mr. Dodge appeared to be nearly forgotten during the 
first week after the ship succeeded in effecting her escape ; 
for he had the sagacity fo keep himself in the back-ground, 
in the bojie that all connected with himself might be over- 
looked in the hurry and excitement of events. At the end 
of that period, however, he resumed his intrigues, and was 
soon actively engaged in endeavouring to get up a " public 
opinion," by means of which he proposed to himself to ob- 
tain some reputation for spirit and courage. With what 
success this deeply-laid scheme was likely to meet, as well 
as the more familiar condition of the cabins, may ha gath- 
ered by a conversation that took place in the pantry, where 
Saunders and Toast were preparing the hot punch for the 
last of the Saturday nights that Captain Track expected to 
be at sea. This discourse was held vi^iile the few who 
chose to join in jollification that peculiarly recalled the re- 
collection of Mr. Monday, were slowly assembling round 
tlie great table at the urgent request of the master. 

" Well, 1 must say, Mr. Toast," the steward commenced, 
us he kept stirring the punch, " that 1 am werry much re- 
joiced Captain Truck has resuscertatai his old nature, and 
i^members the festivals and fasls, as is becoming the rnas. 
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ter of n liner, I can see no good reason because a ship is 
under jury-masts, that the passengers should forego th.'ir 
natural rest and diet. Mr. Monday made a good end, they 
say, and he had as handsome a burial as I ever laid ej^cs 
on at sea. I don't think bis own friends could have in- 
terred him more efficaciously, or more piously, had he been 
on shore." ■ 

" It is something, Mr, Saunders, to be able to reflect be- 
forehand on the respectable funeral that your friends have 
just given you. There is a great gratification to contem- 
plate on such an ewent," 

" You improve in language, ToaiSt, that I will allow ; but 
you sometimes get the words a little wrong. We suspect 
before a thing recurs, and reflect on it after it has ewentu- 
aied. You might have suspected the. death of poor Mr, 
Monday after he was wounded, and reflected on it after he 
was interred in the water, I agree with you that it is con- 
soling to know we have our funeral rights properly deline- 
ated. Talking of the battle, Mr. Toast, I shall lake this 
occasion to express to you the high opinion I entertain ol 
your own good conduct. I was a little afraid you might 
mjure Captain Truck ia the conflict ; but, so far as 1 have 
ascertained, on close inwestigation, you hurt nobody. We 
coloured people have some prejudices against us, and I al- 
ways rejoice when I meet with one who assists to put iherfi 
down by his couduck." 

" They say Mr. Dodge didn't do much harm, either," re- 
lumed Toast. " For my part 1 saw nothing of him after I 
opened my eyes ; though 1 don't thmk I ever stared about 
me so much in my life." 

Saunders laid a finger on his nose, and shook his head 
significantly, 

" You may speak to me with confidence and mistrust. 
Toast," he said, " for we are friends of the same colour, 
besides being officers in the same pantry. Has Mr. Dodge 
conwersed with you concerning the ewents of those two or 
three werry ewenlful days?" 

"He has insinevatfid considerable, Mr. Saunders; though 
I do not think Mr. Dodge is ever a werry free talker." 

'" Has he surgested the propriety of having an acccwnt of 
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he wliiile affair made oul by the people, aiid sustuinoii by 
alii davits ?" 

" Well, sir, I imagine he has. At all ewenls, he has been 
much on the forecastle lately, endeavouring to persuade the 
people that they retook the ship, and that the passengers 
were so many encumbrancers in the affair," 

" And, are the people such non ccmposaes as to believe 
him, Toast!" 

" ^Vhy, sir, jl is agreeable to humanity to think well of 
ourselves. I do not say that anybody actually helieves 
this ; but, in my poor judgment, Mr. Saunders, there are 
men in the ship that would find it pleasant to believe it, if 
Ihey could." 

" Werry true ; for that is natural. Your hint. Toast, has 
enlightened my mind on a little obscurity that has lately 
prewailed over ray conceptions. There are Johnson, and 
Briggs, and Hewson, three of the greatest skulks in the ship, 
the only men who prewancated in the least, so much as by 
a cold look, in the fight; and these three men have told me 
thai Mr. Dodge was the person who had the gun put on the 
box and that he druv the Arabs upon tho rait Now, I 
say, no men with their e\es open could have mile 9ut,h a 
mistaltp except thev mado it on purpose Do you corrobo- 
rate or conlrawerse th •, atatement, Toast '' 

■" I contrawerse it, su for m my poor judgment it was 
Mr. Blunt ' 

"I am ^lad up are of the same opmion I shill saj 
nolhmg till the proper moment airive' and thtn I shall ex- 
hibit mj sentiments Mr Toast without reer mination or 
anxjetj for truth is tr ith 

" I am happy to observe that tie lidics ire qu to rcUxed 
from theu" melandioly, and that they now seem to enjoy 
thomoplves ostensibly ' 

Saundpra threw a look of enw at his subordmile v. hose 
progress in refinement really alarmed his own senie of au 
perioritv, but suppiessmg the j aloua feeling, he itplied 
with dignity, 

" The remark i? qu te ji st, Mr Toast, and denotes pene 
■ration. I am always rejoiced when I perceive you elewating 
your thoughts to superior objects, for the honour of the 
colour," 
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■* Mister Saundera," called out Ihe captain from his seal 
in. the arm-chatr, at the head of ihe table. 

" Captain Truck, sir." 

" Let us taste your liquore." 

This was the signal that (he Saturday-night was about tc 
commence, and the officers of the pantry presented theii 
compounds in good earnest. On this occasion the ladies 
had quiijtly, but firmly declined being present, hut the earn- 
est appeals of the well-meaning captain had overcome the 
scruples of tlie gentlemen, all of whom, to avoid the appear- 
ance of disrespect to his wishes, had consented to appear. 

"This is the last Saturday night, gentlemen, that 1 shall 
probably ever have the honour of passing in your good 
company," said Captain Truck, aa he disposed of the 
pitchers and glasses before him, so that he had a perfect 
command of the appliances of the occasion, " and I feel it 
to be a gratification with which I would not willingly dis- 
pense. We are now to the westward of the Gulf, and, ac- 
cording to my observations and calculations, within a hun- 
dred miles of Sandy Hook, which, with this mild south- 
west wind, and our weatherly position, I hope to be able to 
show you some time about eight o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. Quicker passages have been made certainly, but forty 
days, after all, is no great matter for the wasterly run, con- 
sidering that we have had a look at Africa, and are walking 
on crutches." 

" We owe a great deal to the trades," observed Mr. Ef- 
fingham ; " which have treated us as kindly towards the 
end of the passage, as they seemed reluciani to join us in 
the commencement. It has been a momentous month, and 
I hope we shall al! retain healthful recollections of it as 
long as we live." 

" No one will retain as grateful recollections of it as my- 
self, gentlemen," resumed the captain. "You had no 
agency in getting us into the scrape, but the greatest possi- 
ble agency in getting us out of it. Without tho knowledge, 
prudence, and courage that you have all displayed, God 
knows what would have become of the poor Monlauk, and 
from the bottom of my heart I thank you, each and all 
while I have the heartfelt satisfaction of seeing you around 
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me, and of drinking to your future health, happi.iesa and 
prosperity." 

The passengers acknowledged their thanks in return, by 
bows, among which, that of Mv. Dodge was the most elabo 
rate and conspicuous. The honest captain was loo miicli 
touched, to observe this little piece qf audacity, but, at that 
moment, he could have taken even Mr. Dodge in his arms 
and pressed him to his heart. 

"Come, gentlemen," he continued; let us fill and do 
honour to the night. God has us all in his holy keeping, 
and we drift iboul in the squalls of life, pretty much as he 
orders the wind to blow. ' Sweethearts and wives !' and. 
Mr. Effingham, we will not forget beai i'f 1 p' 't d 
ble, and charming daughters." 

Ailer thi^ piece of nautical gallantr h ! bp n 
circulate. The captain, Sir George T pi m — h 
false baronet was still called in the cab n a d bel d 
be by all but those who belonged to h -er ft — 
and Mr, Dodge, indulged freely, fho h 1 fi w 
careful of the reputation of his ship, to forget that he was 
on the American coast in November. The others partook 
more sparingly, though even Ihey submitted in a slight de- 
gree to the influence of good cheer, and for the first time 
since their escape, the laugh was heard in the cabin as was 
wont before to be the case. An hour of such indulgence 
produced again some of the freedom and ease which mark 
the associations of a ship, after the ice is fairly broken, and 
even Mr. Dodge began to be tolerated. This person, not- 
withstanding his conduct on the occasion of the battle, had 
contrived to maintain his ground with the spurious baronet, 
by dint of assiduity and flattery, while the others had rather 
felt pity than aversion, on account of his abject cowardice. 
The gentlemen did not mention his desertion at the crilicitl 
moment, (though Mr. Dodge never forgave those who wit- 
nessed it,) fcr they looked upon his conduct as the result of 
a natural and unconquerable infirmity, that rendered him 
as much the subject of compassion as of reproach. En. 
couraged by this forbearance, and mistaking its motives, hu 
had begun to hope his absence had not been detected in the. 
ironfusion of the fight, and he had even carried his audaci'^ 
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so far, as to make an attempt to perstiade Mr. Sharp that 
he had actually heen one of those who went in the launch 
of the Daae, to bring down the other bcrat and raft to the 
reef, after the ship had been recaptured. It is true, in this 
attempt, lie had met with a cold repulse, but il was so gen- 
tlemanlilce and distnnl, that he had still hopes of succeed' 
iiig ia persuading the other lo believe what he affirmed ; by 
way of doing which, he endeavoured all he could to, believe 
it himself. So much confusion existed in his own facultieij 
during the fray, that Mr. Dodge was fain lo fancy others 
also might not have been able to distinguish things very ac- 
curately- 

Under the influence of these feelings. Captain Truck, 
when ihe glass had circulated a little freely, called on the 
Editor of the Active Inquirer, to favour the company with 
some more e;K(Tacts from his journal. Little persuasion 
was necessary, and Mr. Dodge went into his state-room to 
bring forth fhe valuable records of his observations and 
opinions, with a conviction that all was forgotten, and that 
he was once more about to resume his proper place in the 
social relations of the ship. As for the four gentlemen who 
had been over the ground fhe other pretended to describe, 
they prepared to listen, as men of the world would be apt 
lo listen to the superficial and valueless comments of a tyro, 
(hough not without some expectations of amusement- 

» I propose that we shift the scene to London'," said 
Captain Truck, " in order that a plain seaman, like myself, 
may judge of the merits of the writer — which, I make no 
doubt, are very great ; though I cannot now swear to it 
with as free a conscience as I could wish-" 

"If I knew the pleasure of the majority," returned Mi, 
Dodge, dropping the journal, and looking about him in- 
quiringly, " I would cheerfully comply with it ; for I think the 
majority should always rule. Paris or London ortheRhin^ 
are the same to me ; I have seen t) em all and a j st as 
well qualified to describe the one as to de c be the otl er 

" No one doubts it, my dear s r but I a i ot as well 
qualified to understand one of your loser pt o is 'is I im to 
understand another. Perhaps, even you i r may express 
yourself more readily, and have bttle undeistood whatwao 
aaid to you, in English, than in a foieign tongue. 
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'■ As for that, I do not think ttie value of my remarks is 
lessened by the one circumatanco, or enhanced by the other, 
sir. I make it a rule always to be right, if possible ; and 
that, I fancy, is as much as the natives of the countries 
themselves can very well effect. You have only to decide, 
gentlemen, whether it shall he England, or France, or the 
Continent." 

" I confess an inclination to the- Continent" said John 
EfBnghara ; " for one could scarcely wish to limit a com- 
prehensiveness like that of Mr. Dodge's to an island, or 
even to Fi'ance." 

" I see how it is," exrlaimpd the captain ; " wo mast 
put the traveller through all his paces, and have a little of 
both ; so Mr. Dodge will have the kindness to tonch on all 
thiiigs in heaven and earth, London and Paris inclusive." 

On this hint the journalist turned over a few pages care- 
lessly, and then commeneed : 

" ' Reached BruxelUs (Mr. Dodge pronounced this word 
Biiicksills) at seven in tne evening, and pat up at the best 
house in the place, called the Silver Lamb, which is quite 
near the celebrated town-house, and, of course in the very 
centre of the beau quarter. As we did not leave until after 
breabfiist next morning, the reader may expect a description 
of this ancient capital. It lies alt<^ether on a bit oi 1o\y, 

level land ' " 

" Nay, Mr. Dodge," interrupted the soi-dimnt Sir George, 
" I think iliat must be an error, I have been at Brussels, 
and I declare, now, it struck me as lying a good deal on 
the side of a very steep bill!" 

" All a mistake, air, I do assure you. There is no more 
hill at Briicksills than on the deck of this ship. Tou have 
been in too great a hurry, my dear Sir Geoi^e ; that is the 
way with most travellers ; they do not ^ve themselves time 
to note particnlara. Tou English especially, my dear Sir 
Giesrge, are a little apt to be precipitate; and I dare say, 
you travelled post, with fonr horses, a mode of getting on 
by which a man may very well transfer a hill, in his ima- 
ginfltion, from one town to another. I travelled chiefly in 
a voHury, which afforded leisure for remarks." 

Here Mi'. Dodge laughed; for he felt that he had got the 
best of it. 
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" I tiiink yon are bound to submit, Sir George Ttmple- 
more" said John Effingham, with an emphasis on the name 
that raised a smile among his friends ; " Brussels certainly 
lies on a flat ; and the hill you saw has, doubtless, been 
brought up with you from Holland in your haste. Mr. 
Dodge enjoyed a great advantage in his mode of travelling ; 
for, by enteiing a town in the evening, and quitting it only 
n the morning, he had the whole night to look about him." 

"That waa just my mode of pro d a; M J 1 Effl a; 
h(un ; I made it a rule to pass an e t ht J ' g 

town I came to." 

'.' A circumstance that will give 1 bl It} 
opinions with our countrymen, M D Ig th j y 

. seldom give tUemsflvea halt' that 1 h o- 

tion. I trust you have not passed th 1 1 t f 

Belgium, sir ; and most particnia ly th tat f ty 

the capita], of which jou saw so m h f 

"By no means; here are my re k tl U ** 

—'Belgium, or The Belies, as th t j 11^ 

is one of the upstart kingdoms th t h 
times ; and which, from signs that t b m t k 

fated soon to be overturned by th gl p pi f 

freedom. The people are ground 1 i& 1, b th 

oppression of hard task-maatera, a 1 bloodj d d p t 
The monaroh, who is a bigoted L tl 1 f th H f 

Sasony, being the son of the kii g t tl t t y d 

E resumptive heir to the throne of G t B t i^ht f 

is first wife, devoting all his th h t in 1 d 

saints. The nobles form a class by th m 1 d Ig g 

in al! sorts of vices.' — I beg pa I 8 & g b t tl 
truth must bo told in our eountty h d b t 

speak. — 'All sorts of vices, and th b t y g th 

monstrous tendencies of the system 

" Pray, Mr. Dodge," interrupted J h Efti i,l ! 

you said nothing as to the mannei wh h tl 1 b t t 
relieve the eternal ennui of alway w Iki g 11 

face ?" 

" I am afraid not, sir. My att t w I Sy g 
to the institutions, and to the st t f t^ It! !,h I 

can readily imagine they must get t b h ly t d t 
dead flat " 
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"Wliy, sir, thny have contrived to rim a street up and 
stown the roof of the catliedral; and up and down this 
Etreet they trot all hours of the day." 

Mr. Dodge looked distrustful ; hnt John Effingham main- 
tained his gt'avity. After a pause the former continued : — 

"'The usages of BruchsUls are a mistnre of Low Dutch 
and High Dutch habits, as is the language. Tiie king buing 
a Polander, and a grandson of Augustus, ting of Poland, is 
anxious to introduce the customs of the Russians into hia 
court; while hia amiable young queen, who was born in 
New Jersey when her illustrious ikthcr kept the school at 
Haddonfield, esrlj imbibed those notions of republicanism 
which so eminently distingniah hia Grace the Honourable 
Louis Philippe Orleans,* the present King of the French.' "' 

"Nay, Mr. Dodge," said Mr. Sharp, "you will have all 
the historians ready to cut your throat with envy I" 

"Wby, sir, I feel it a duty not to throw away the great 
opportunitira I have enjoyed; and America is a country in 
which an editor may never hope to mystify his readers. 
We (3eal with them in fects, Mr. Sharp; and although tliis 
may not be your English practice, we think that truth is 
powerful and will prevfdl. To continue, — 'The kingdom 
of the Edges is about as large as the north-east comer of 
Connecticut, including one town in Rhode Island ; and the 
whole population may he about equal to that of our tribe of 
Creek Indians, who dwell in the wilder parts of our state 
of Georgia.' " 

"This particularity is very convincing," obsen'cd Paul, 
"and then it has the merit, too, of coming from an eye- 
witness " 

" I will now, gentlemen, return with you to Paris, where 
I stayed all of three weeks, and of the society of which my 
knowledge of the language will, of course, enable me to 
give a still more valuable account." 

"You mean to publish these hints, I trust, sir!" inquired 
the captain. 

"I shall probably collect them, and enlara;e tliem in the 
way of a book; but they have already been laid before the 
1 public in the columns of the Active Inquirer. I 
e yon, gentlemen, that my colleagues of the press 
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have spoken quite fevourahly of the letters as they appeared. 
Perhaps jon wtmid like to heat some of thuir opinions V 

Hereupon Mr. Dodge opened a pocket-book, out of which 
he took sfx or eight shps of printed paper, that had been 
preserved with care, thongh obviousij well thumbed. Open- 
ing one, he read as follows : 

" ' Our friend Dodge, of the Active Inquirer, is instructing 
hia readers, and edifying mankind in general, with some 
rery excellent and pungent remarks on the state of Europe, 
which part of the world he is now exploring with some such 
enterprise and perseverance aa Columbna dlsoovered when 
he entered on the unknown waste of the Atlantic. His 
opinions meet with oar unqualified approbation, being sound, 
American, and discriminating. VVe fancy these Europeans 
will begin to think in time that Jonathan has some pretty 
shrewd notions concerning themselves, the crittura I' This 
was extracted from the People's Advocate, a journal edited 
with great ability, by Peleg Pond, esquire, a thoroughgoing 
republican, and a profound observer of mankind." 

"In his own parish in particular," quaintly added John 
Effingham. "Pray, air, have you any more of these critical 



" At least a dozen," bemnning to read again. — "'Stead- 
fast Dodge, esquire, the editor of the Active Inquirer, is now 
travelling in Europe, and is illuminating the public mind at 
home by letters that are Johnsonian in style, Chesterfieldian 
in taste and in knowledge of the world, with the redeeming 
qualifies of nationality, and republicanism, and troth. We 
rejoice to perceive by these valuable contiibutiona to Ameri- 
can literature, that Steadiast Dodge, esquire, finds no reason 
to envy the mhabitants of the Old World any of their 
boasted civilization ; bnt that, on the contrary, he is im- 
pressed with the superiority of our condition over all coan- 
tries, every post that be progresses. America has produced 
but few men like Dodge; and even Walter Scott might not 
be ashamed to own some of his descriptions. We hope he 
may long continue to travel,' " 

" VoHuri/," added John Effingham gravely. "You per- 
ceive, gentlemen, how modestly these editors set forth their 
intimacy with the traveller— -'our friend Dodge, of the 
Active Inquirer,' and 'Steadfast Dodge, esquire !'— a mode 
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lit' (ixpi't'!i'ao(i that speaks volumes for tlieif own tasto, iimJ 
their pi'oibund deference for their readers !" 

" We always speak of each other in this manner, Mr, 
John Effingham — that is our esprit du corps." 

"And I shoald think that there would be an eapnt de 
c(ii-ps in the piihhc to resist it " observed Paul Blant. 

ih d t 1 M D dge, who turned over 

t f h t 1 b t t t the state of societj' 

F w th 11 th If 1 1 y of besotteii igno- 

ce I p 1 p 1 ess Searching out t. 

).\ 1 d, tl p f d h r of men and mau- 

1 h i Id f g P plC) whose langnago, 

wi pk asgbb h h by travelling five days 

p bl h d 1 g f aks in taverns and 

h b d t g til tl catres, in which he 

\ \ d t I gl d th t was uttered, pro- 

I 1 1 1 y b t his d t th ilts of his observa- 

t 

Tl t t f f m 1 ty F ance is truly awful,' 

I m d th P 1 Re 1 as is universally 

k h I ft tb d n, nodesty, nor beauty 

1 t I Ik h ly th g lleriea of the Palais 

R Ih lit It dt,t very opportunity of 

I th p I t f lad f the firet taste and 

I th m t p 1 t E p There is one duchess 

p t I 1 g 1 w6 point have, I confess, 

t 1 y d t This 1 iy as my lacquaU de 

I f m m t iff d la mere du peapie. 

h P p I ty d ff b 1 ty The young ladies of 

J jg g t m th J I have seen here — 

1 h m t b t th hi^b t las the capital, as the 

p t IS d h d t f the royal palaces^arc 

y b bl i th t C[ reserve and~ modust 

IfHJ th t 1 tm hit m eg our own yoong 

lountrywomen , but it must be admitted they ate reniarka- 

)le for the manner in which they walk alone, in my judg- 

nont a most masculine and unbecoming practice. Woman 

vas not made to live alone, and I shall contend that she 

vaa rot made to walk alone. At the same time, I confess 

here is a certain charm in the mpinnef in which these hidio' 
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place a hand in each poctet of their aprons, and balatici 
the !■ bodias, as they move like duchesses through the galle 
ries. If I might humbly suggest, the American fair iiiigh 
do worse than imitate this Parisian step ; for, as a traveller 
I feel it a duty to exhibit any superior quality that othe: 
nations possess. I would also remark on the general sna 
vity of ijianners that the ladies of quality' (this word Mt 
Dodge pronounced qua-a-liiy,) | observe in their promenade! 
in and about this genteel qaavter of Paris.'" 

" The French iadios oiigct to be much flattered with thii 
notice of them," cried the captain, filling Mr. Dodge's glass 
" In the name of truth and penetration, sir, proceed," 

" ' I have lately been invited to attend a ball in one of 
the first famitiua of France, which resides in the Rue St 
Jaqttea, or the St. James' of Paris. Tho company wai 
select, and composed of many of tlje firet persona in thi 
kingdom of des Frangats. The best possible mannen 
were to he seen here, and the dancing was remarkable foi 
its grace and beauty. The air with which the ladies turnec 
their heads on one side, and inclined their bodies in advan 
cing and retiring, was in the first style of the court of 
Terpsichore. They were all of the very first families of 
France. I heard one excuse herself for going away st 
early, as Madame lo. Duchesse expected her ; and anothei 
observed that she was to leave town in the morning wifcl 
Madame la Vicomlense. The gentlemen, with tew exeep 
tions, were in fency dresses, appearing in coats, some of 
sky-blue, some green, some scarlet, and some navy-bine, ai 
fancy dioJ'ated, and all more or less laced on the seams 
mnch in the manner as was the ease with the Honourabh 
the King the morning I saw him leave for ^ulfy. This en 
tertainment was altogether the beat conducted of any I evei 
attended, the gentlemen being condescending, and without 
the least pride, and the ladies ail grace.' " 

"Graces would be more expressive, if yoa will excuse mj 
Boggesting a word, sir," observed John Effingham, as thf 
ither paused to take breath, 

" ' I have observed that the people in moat nionarcliie 
are abject and low-minded in their deportment. Thus thi 
men take off their hats when they enter churohfs, alfiu)',;^! 
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the minister be not present; imd even the boys take off 
their hats when they enter private honaea. This is com- 
mencing servility young, I have even seen laen kneeling 
on the cold pavements of the churches in the most abject 
manner, and otherwise betraying the feeling naturally 
created by slavish institutions." 

"Lord help 'em I" exclaimed the captain, "if they 
begin so young, what a bowing and kneeling set of bSaok- 
giiards they will get to be in time," 

" It is to be presumed that Mr. Dodge has pointed ont 
the consequences in the instance of the abject old men 
mentioned, who probably commenced their servility by 
entering houses with their hats oS^" said John Effingham. 

"Just so, sir," rejoined the editor. "I throw in these 
little popnlai' traits because I think they show the differ- 
ences between nations." 

" From which I infer," said Mr, Sharp, " that in your 
part of America boys do not take off their hats when thcy~ 
enter honsea, nor men kneel in churches !" 

" Certainly not, sir. Our people get their ideas of man- 
liness early ; and as for kneeling in churches, we have 
some superstitious sects — I do not mention them ; but, on 
the whole, no nation can treat the house of God more ra- 
tionally than we do in America." 

" That I will vouch for," rejoiced 'John Effingham ; 
" for the last time 1 was at home I attended a concert in 
one of them, where an artiste of singular nasal merit 
favoured the company with that admirable piece of con- 
joined sentiment and music entitled ' Four-and-twenty fid- 
dlers all in a row I' " 

"FIE engage for it," cried' Mr. Dodge, swelling with na- 
tional pride; "and felt a'l the time as independent and 
easy as if he was in a tavern. Oh I superstition is quite 
extinct in Ameriky ! But I have a few remarks on the 
church in my notes upon England : perhaps you wonld 
like to hear them !" 

" Let me entreat you to read them," said the true Sit 
George Templcniore, a little eagerly. 

"Now, I protest against any liberality," added the false 
Sir George, shaking his finger. 
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Mr. Dodge disregarded both ; but, turning -to the place, 
ha read aloud with riis usual aelf-Romplacency and unction. 

" ' To-day, I attended public worship in St. church, 

Minoriea, The congregation was composed of many of 
the first people of England, among whom were present Sir 
Solomon Snore, formerly hi6h sheriff of London, a geu- 
tJcnian of the first consideration in the empire, and the 
celebrated Mr, Shilling, of the firm of Pound, Shilling, ai.d 
Pence. There waa CBrtaiuly a fine air of polite life in the 
congregation, but a little too ranch idolatry. Sir Solomo'n 
and Mr. Shilling were both received with distinction, which 
was very proper, when we remember tlieii' elevated rank ; 
but the genuflexions and chaunting met with my very un- 
qualified disapprobation.' " 

" Sir Solomon and the other personage you mention 
were a little pursy, perhaps," observed Mr, Sharp, " which 
destroyed their grace." 

"I disapprove of all kneeling, on general principles, 
sir. If we kneel to one, we shall get to kneel to another, 
and no one can tell where it wii! end. ' The exchisive 
manner in which the congregation were seated in pews, 
with sides so high that it was diflicult to see your nearest 
neighbour ; and these pews' (Mr. Dodge pronounced this 
word pooks,) ' have often curtains that completely enclose 
their owners, a system of selfishness that would not be long 
tolerated in Aineriki/! " 

"Do individuals own their pews in America {" inquired 
Mr, Shai'p. 

" Often," returned John Eflingham ; always, " except in 
those particular portions of the country where it is deemed 
invidious, and coiitrary to the public rights, to be better off 
than one's neighbour, by owning any thing that all the coia- 
iflunity has not a better claim to than its proprietor," 

" inil oanot the owner of a pew curtain it, with a view 
to withdrawn into it himself at public woi'sbip j" 

" America and England are the antipodes of each other 
in all these things. I dare say, now, that jou have come 
among Eis with an-idea that our liberty is so very licentions, 
that a man may read a newspaper by himself?" 

" \ confess, certainly, to that much," returned Mr. Sharp, 
smiling. 
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" We shall teach him better than this, Mr. Dodgu, hoforo 
we let him depart. No, sir, you have very contracted ideas 
of liherty, I perceive. With us every thing is settled by 
majorities. We eat when the majority eats ; drink, when the 
majority drinks ; sleep, when the majority sleeps ; pray, 
when the majority prays. So far from burying ourselves in 
deep wells of pews, with curtains ronnd their edges, we have 
raised the floors, amphitheatre fashion, so that every body 
can see every body; have taken away the sides of thr jiews, 
which we have converted into free and equal seats, and have 
cut down the side of the pulpit so that we can look at the 
clergyman ; bat I understand there is actually a project on 
foot to put the congregation into the pulpit, and the parson 
into the aisle, by way of letting the latter see that he is no 
better than he should bo. This would be a capital arrange- 
ment, Mr. Dodge, for the ' Fouv-and-twenty fiddlers all in a 

The editor of the Active Inijuirer was a little distrustful of 
John Effingham, and he was not sorry to continue his ex- 
tracts, althongh he was obliged to bring himself still further 
under the fire of his assailant. 

" 'This morning,' Mr. Dodge resumed, I stepped into the 
coffee-room of the ' Shovel and Tongs,' public-house, to I'ead 
the morning paper, and, taking a seat by the side of a 
gentleman who was reading the ' Times,' and drawing to 
Bie the leaves of the journal, so that it would he more con- 
vi.nient to peruse, the man insolently and arrogantly de- 
manded of me, ' What the devil I meant!' This intolerance 
in the English character is owing to the narrowness of the 
institutions, under which men come to fancy liberty applies 
to persons instead of majorities,' " 

" You perceive, Mr. Sharp," said John Effingham, " how 
much more able a stranger is to point out the defects of na- 
tional character than a native. I dare say that in indulging 
your individuality, hitherto, you have imagined you were 
enjoying liberty." 

" I fear I have committed some such weakness — but Mr 
Dodge will have the goodness to proceed." . 

The editor complied as follows:— "' Nothing has sur- 
prised me more than the grovelling propensities of the Ee- 
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glisli on the subject of iiaraes. Thus this very inn, which 
in America would he s^led the ' Et^le Tavei'Q,' or the 
' Oriental or Occidental Hotel,' or the ' Anglo-Saxon Demo- 
cratioal Coffee-houso,' or some other equally noble or dig- 
nified appellation, is called the ' Shovel and Tongs.' One 
tavern, which might very appropriately be termed 'Tlie 
Saloon of Peace,' is very vulgarly called ' Dolly's Chop- 
hoase.' " 

AJ! the gentlemen, not excepting Mr. Sharp, mnrraiired 
Jieir disgQst at so coarse a taste. But most of the party be- 
gan now to tire of this pretending ignorance and pcovinoial 
vulgarity, and, one by one, most of them soon after left the 
table Captain Truck, however, sent for Mr. Leach, and 
those two worthies, with Mr. Dodge and the spurious bai-onet, 
sat an hour longer, when all retired to their berths. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 



_____^ SlIAEBFEAHB. 

Happy is the man who arrives on the coast of New York, 
with the wind at the southward, in the month of November. 
There are two particular conditions of the weather, in which 
the stranger receives the most unfavourable impressions of 
the climate that has been much and unjustly abused, but 
which two particular conditions warrant all the evil that has 
been said of it. One is a sweltering day in summer, and 
the other an autumnal day, in which the dry north wind 
searce seems to leave any marrow in the bones. 

The passengers of the Montauk escaped b >th th^e evils, 
and now approached the coast with a bland southwest breeze, 
and a soft sky. The ship had been busy in the night, and 
when the party assembled on deck in the morning. Captain 
Ti-uck told them, that in an hour they should have a sight 
of the long-desired western continent. As the packet was 
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inniog in at tlie vate of nine knots, under topmast and top- 
allaiit btnd (ii 11 g- sails, Iwing to windward of her poit, tliia 
■aa a promise that the gallant vessel seemed likely enough 
) I'edecm. 

" Toast !" called out the captain, who had dropped into 
is old habits aa naturally as if nothing had occurred, " bring 
le a coal ; and yon, master steward. Took well to the break- 
lat thia morning. If the wind stands six houra longer, I 
lall have the grief of parting with this good company, and 
OQ the grief of knowing you will never set auother meal 
efore them. These are moments to awaken sentitoent, and 
et I never know an officer of the pantry that did not begin 
> grin as he drew near his port." 

"It is usually a cheerful moment with every one, I he- 
eve, Captain IVuck," 8£ud Eve, " and most of all, should -it 
B one of heartfelt gratitude with us." 

" Ay, ay, my dear young lady ; and yet I fancy Mr. 
aunders will explain it rather differently. lias no one sung 
at 'land,' yet, from aloft, Mr. Leach 1 The sauds of New 
srsey ought to be visible before this." 

" We have seen the haze of the land since daylight, but 
>t land itseJf." 

" Then, like old Columbus, the flowered doublet is mine — 
nd, hd 1" 

The mates and the people laughed, and looking ahead, 
ley nodded to each other, and the word " land" passed from 
outh to mouth, with the indifference with wkich mari- 
!rs first see it in short passages. Not so with the rest, 
hey crowded together, and endeavoured to catch a glimpse 
' the coveted snore, though, with the exception of Paul, 
iither conld perceive it. 

" We must call on you for assistance," said Eve, who 
)w seldom addressed the handsome young seaman without 

flush oh her own beaatifial face ; " for we are all bo lub' 
irly that none of us can see that which we so earnestly 

" Have the kindness to look over the stock of that anchor," 
id Paul, glad of an excuse to place himself nearer lo Eve: 
lud you will discover an object on the water." 

"I do," said Eve, "but is it not a vessel?" 
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right of that vessel, do yen no 
ae elevation above the sea?" 
t dim, ill-Jefined, dark body o; 
vapour 1" 

" So it may seem to you, but to aie it appears tc be th 
land. That is the blaff-Iike termination ol' the celebrate* 
high lands of Naveaink. By watching it for half an honi 
you will perceive its foim and surface grow gradually mor 
distinct." 

Eve eagerly pointed out the place to Mademoiaelie Viet 
villa and her father, and frouj that moiaent, for near a 
hour, most of the passengers kept it steadily ii 
Paul had said, the blue of this hazy object decf 
its base became connected with the water, and it ceased t 
resemble a cloud at all. In twenty more minuter, the fiiue 
and angles of the hills became visible, and trees starte 
out of their aides. In the end a pair of twin lights wer 
seen perched on the summit 

But the Montauk edged away from these highlands, an 
shaped her course towards a long low spit of sand, ihs 
lay several miles to the northward of them. In this direi 
tion, fifty small sail were gathering into, or diverging froi 
the pass, their high, gaunt-looking canvas resembling s 
many charch towers on the plains of Lombardy. Thes 
were coasters, steering towards their several havens. Tw 
or three outward-bound ships were among them, holdin 
their way in the direction of China, the Pacific Ocean, c 
Europe. 

About nine, the Montauk met a large ship standing on 
bowline, with every thing set that would draw, and heapir 
tlie water under her bows. A few minutes after, Oaptai 
Truck, whose attention had been mneh diverted from tl 
surrounding objects by the care of his ship, came near tl 
gi-onp of passengers, and once more entered into convers. 

" Here we are, my dear young, lady," he cried, " with' 
five leagues of Sandy Hook, which lies tereaway, und' 
our lee bow ; as pretty a petition as heart could wish. Tb 
iank, hungry-looking schooner in-shore of us, is a new 
vessel, and, as soon as she is done with the brig near hf 
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we shall have her in chase, when Ihere will he a good op 
poriunity to get vid of al! our spare lies. This htlle fellow 
to leeward, who is clawing up towards us, is the pilot ; afte» 
whose arrival, my functions cease, and I shall have little to 
do hut to rattle off Saunders and Toast, and to feed the 
pigs." 

" And who is this gentleman ahead of us, with hia main- 
topsail lo the mast, his courses in the brails, and hia helm 
B-lec1" asked Paul. 

" Some chap who has forgotten his knee-buckles, and has 
been obliged to send a boat up to town to hunt for Ihem," 
coolly rejoined the captain, while he sought the focus of the 
glass, and levelled it at the vessel in question. The look 
was long and steady, and twice Captain Truck lowered the 
mstruRienl to wipe the moisture from his own eye. At 
length, he called out, to the amazement of every body, 

" Stand by to in all studding-sails, and to ware lo the 
eastward. Be lively, men, be lively I The eternal Foam, as 
I am a miserable sinner !" 

Paul laid a hand on the arm of Captain Truck, and 
stopped him, as the other was about to spring towards the 
forecastle, with a view to aid and encourage his people. 

" You forget that we have neither spars nor sails suited 
to a chase," said the young man. " If we haul off to sea- 
waid on any tack we can ti7,lhe corvette will be too much 
for us now, and excuse me if I say that a different course 
will be advisabie." 

The captain had learned to respect the opinion of Paul, 
and he took the interference kindly. 

" What choice remains, but to run down into the very 
jaws of the lion," he asked, " or to wear round, and stand 
to the eastward V 

" We have two alternatives. We may pass unnoticed, 
the ship being so much altered ; or we may haul up on the 
tack we are on, and get into shallow water." 

" He draws as little as this ship, sir, and would follow. 
There is no port short of Egg Harbour, and into that I 
should be bashful about entering with a vessel of this size i 
whereas, by running to the eastward, and doubling Mon- 
lauk, which would owe us shelter on account of our name, 
37 
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<1^4 IIOJUSWAKS BOUKD. 

i [night get into the Sound, or New London, at need, and 
Uieii claim the sweepstakes, as having won the race." 

" This would be impossible, Captwn Truck, allow ine to 
say. Dead before the wiud, we cannot escape, for tlie land 
woLild fetch us up in a couple of hours ; to enter by Snndy 
Hook, if known, is impossible, on account of the corvetii', 
and, in a chase of a hundred and twenty miles, we should 
be certain to be overtaken." 

" I fear you are right, my dear sir, I fear you are right. 
The studding-sails are now in, and I will haul up for the 
highlands, and anchor under them, should it be necessary. 
We can then give this fellow Vattei in large quantities, for 
I hardly think he will venture to seize us while we have an 
anchor fast to good American ground." 

" How near dare you stand to the shore?" 

" Within a mile ahead of us ; but to enter the Hook, the 
bar must be crossed a league or two off." 

" The latter is unlucky ; but, by all means, get the ves- 
sel in with the land ; so near as to leave no doubt as to our 
being in American waters," 

" We'll try him, sir, we'll try him. After having escaped 
the Arabs, the deuce is in il, if we cannot weather upon 
John Bull ! I beg your pardon, Mr. Sharp } but tWm is a 
question that must be settled by some of the niceties of th« 
great authorities." 

The yards were now braced forwai-d, and the ship was 
brought to the wind, so as to head in a little to the north- 
ward of the bathing-houses at Long Branch. But for this 
sudden change of course, the Montauk would have run 
down dead upon the corvette, and possibly might hav 
passed her undetected, owing to the change made in hei 
appearance by the spars of the Dane. So long as she con- 
tinued " bows on," standing towards them, not a soul on 
board the Foam suspected her real character, though, now 
that she acted so strangely, and offered her broadside lo 
view, the truth became known in an instant. The main- 
yard of the corvette was swung, and her sails were filled 
iin the same course as that on which tlie packet was .steer- 
•ng. The two vessels were about ten mifes from the land, 
he Foam a little ahead, but fully a league to ieewai-d 
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n tacked and slood in-ahore. This 
IjL'oiight ihe vessels nearly abreast of each olher, tbe cor- 
vette a mile or ipore, dead to leeward, and distant'now somt) 
sis miles from the coast. The great superiority of the cor- 
vette's sailing was soon apparent to all on board Iroth ves- 
sels, for she apparently went two feet to the packet's one. 

The history of this meeting, so unespecled to Captain 
Truck, was very simple. When the gale had abated, the 
corvette, which had, received no damage, hauled vip along 
the African coast, keeping as near as possible to the sup- 
posed track of the packet, and failing to fall in with hei 
chase, she had filled away for New York. On making the 
Hook she took a pilot, and inquired if the Montauk had 
arrived. From the pilot she learned that the vessel of 
which she was in quest had not yet made its appearance, 
and she sent an officer up to the town to communicate with 
the British Consul. On the return of this officer, the cor- 
vette stood away from the land, and commenced cruising 
in the offing. For a week she had now been thus occupied, 
it being her practice to run close in, in the momiag, and to 
remain hovering about the bar until near night, when she 
made sail for an offing. When first seen from the Montauk, 
she had been lying-to, to take in stores sent from the town, 
and to communicate with a news-boat. 

The passengers of the Montauk had just finished their 
breakfast, when the mate reported that the ship was fast 
shoaling her water, and that it would be necessary to alter 
the course in a few minutes, or to anchor. On repairing la 
the deck, Captain Truck and his companions perceived the 
land less than a mile ahead of them, and the corvette about 
naif that distance, to the leeward, and nearly abeam. 

" That is a bold fellow," exclaimed the captain, " or he 
has got a Sandy Hook pilot on board him." 

" Most probably the latter," said Paul : " he would scarcely 
be here on this duty, and n^lect so simple a precaution." 

" 1 think this would satisfy Mr. Vattel, sir," returned Cap- 
ain Tiuck, as the man in the chains sung out, ' and a half 
hree I' " Hard up with the helm, and lay the yards aquari:, 
Hr. Leach." 

" Now we shall soon know the virtue of Vattel," said 
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John Effingliam, " as ten minuted will suffice to raise tht 

question very fairly." 

The Foam put her helm down, and lacked beautifuHy lo 
the south-east. As soon as the Montauk, which vessel was 
now running along shore, keeping in about four fathoms 
water, the sea being as smooth as a pond, was a-heam, the 
corvette wore roimd, and began to close with her chase, 
keeping on her eastern, or outer board. 

" Were we au enemy, and a match for that s"nop," said 
Paul, " this smooth water and yard-arm attitude would make 
quick work," 

" Her captain is in the gangway, takmg our measure," 
observed Mr. Truck : " here is the glasa ; I wish you to 
examine his face, and tell me if you think him a man with 
whom the law of nations will avail anything. See the 
anchor clear, Mr. Leach, fiir I'm determined to bring up all 
standing, if the gentleman intends to renew the old tricks of 
John Bull on our coa^. What do you make of him, Mr. 
Blunt 1" 

Paul did not answer, but laying down the glass, he paced 
the deck rapidly with the manner of one much disturbed. 
AH observed this sudden change, though no one presumed 
to comment on it. In the mean time the sloop-of-war came 
up fast, and in a few minutee her larboard fore-yard-arm 
was within twenty feet of the starboard main-yard-arm of 
the Montauk, tlie two vessels ronning on parallel lines. The 
corvette now hauled up her fore-course, and lei her fop- 
gallant sails settle on th« caps, though a dead silence reigned 

" Give me the trumpet," said Captain Truck, stepping to 
the rail ; " the genllemaii is about to give us a piece of his 
mind." 

The English captain, ivho was easily known by his two 
epaulettes, also held a trumpet ; but rkeither of the two com- 
manders used his instrument, the distance being sufficiently 
near for the natural voice. 

" I belie\'i!, sir," commenced the man-of-war's-man, " thai 
I have Ihe pleasure to see Captain Truck, of the Montauk, 
[xinrlon packet?" 

" Ay, ay j I'll warrant jou he has my name alongside of 
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Jolin Doe and Richard Roe," muttered Mr. Truck, " apel 
as carefully as it could be in a primer,— 1 am Captain 
Truck, and this is the Montauk. May I aSt the name of 
your vessel, and your own, sir?" 

"This is his Britannic Majesty's ship, the Foam, Captain 

" The Honourable Captain Ducie !" exclaimed Mr. Sharp. 
" I thought I recognised the voice : I know him intimately 
well." 

" Will he stand Vattel V anxiously demanded Mr. Truck. 
' Nay, as for that, I must refer you to himself." 

■* You appear to have suffered in the gale," resumed 
Captain Ducie, whose smile w^s very visible, as he thus 
addressed them like an old acquaintance. " We fared better 
ourselves, for I believe we did not part a rope-yarn." 

" The ship pitched every ^tick out of her," returned 
Captain Truck, " and has given us the trouble of a new 
outfit," 

" In which you appear to have succeeded admirably. 
Your spars and sails are a size or two too small ; but evtry 
thing stands like a church." 

" Ay, ay, now wc have got on our now clothes, we are 
not ashamed to be seen." 

" May I ask if you have been in port to do all this?" 

" No, sir ; picked them up Eilong-shore." 

The Honourable Captain Ducie thought he was quizzed, 
and his manner became a little more cold, though it still 
retained its gentlemanlike tone. 

" 1 wish much to see you in private, sir, on an affair of 
some magnitude, and 1 greatly regret it was not in my powei 
to speak you the night you left Portsmouth. 1 am quite 
aware you are in your own waters, and I feel a strong re- 
luctance to retain your passengers when so near their port ; 
but I shall feel it as a particular favour if you will permit 
me to repair on board for a few minutes." 

" With all my heart," cried Cajrtain Truck : " if you will 
give me room, I will back my maiu-topsail, but I wish to 
lay my head off shore. This gentleman undei'slands Vatlel, 
and we shall have no trouble with him. Keep the anchor 
clear Mr. I,each, for ' fair words butter no parsnips.' Still. 
37 * 
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he is a gentleman ; — and, Saunders, put a bottle of the old 
Madoira on the cabin table." 

Captain Ducie now left the rigging in which he had stood, 
and the corvette lufFed off to the eastward, to give room to 
the packet, where she hove-to with her fore-topsail aback. 
TheMontauk followed, taking a position under her lee. A 
quarter-boat was lowered, and in five minutes its oars were 
tossed at the packet's lee-gangway, when the commander of 
the corvette ascended the ship^s side, followed by a middle- 
aged man in the dress of a civilian, and a chubby-faced 
midshipman. 

No one could mistake Captain Ducie for anything but a 
gentleman. He was handsome, well-formed, and about five- 
and-tweoty. The bow he made to Eve, with whose beauty 
and air he seemed instantly struck, would have become a 
drawing-room; but he was too much of an officer lo permit 
any further attention to escape him until he had paid his 
respects to, and received the compliments of. Captain Truck. 
He then turned to the ladies and Mr. Effingham, and re- 
peated his salutations. 

" I fear," he said, " my duty has made me the unwilling 
instrument of prolonging your passage, for 1 believe few 
ladies love the ocean sufficiently, easily to forgive hose who 
lengthen its disagreeables." 

" We are old travellers, and know how lo allow for the 
obligations of duty," Mr. Effingham civilly answered. 

" That they do, sir," put in Captain Truck ; " and it was 
never my good fortune to have a more agreeable set of pas- 
sengers. Mr. Effingham, the Honourable Captain Ducie ; — ■ 
the Honourable Captain Ducie, Mr. Effingham ; — Mr. John 
Effingham, Mam'selle V. A, V." endeavouring alwaya to 
imitate Eve's pronunciation of the name ; — " Mr. Dodge, 
the Honourable Captain Ducie ; the Honourable Captain 
lliicie, Mr. Dodge." 

The Honourable Captain Ducie and all the others, the 
editor of the Active Inquirer escepted, smiled slightly, 
though they respectively bowed and curteeyed ; but Mi. 
Dodge, who conceived himself entitled to be formally in- 
troduced to every one he met, and to know all he saw, 
whether introduced or not, stepped forward promptly, and 
shook Mr. Ducie very cordially by the hand. 
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Captain Truck now turned in quest of some one else to 
introduce ; Mr. Sharp stood near the capstan, and Puul had 
fetired aa far aft as the hurricane-house. 

" 1 am happy to see you in the Monfauk," added Captain 
Truck, inaeasibly leading the other towards the capstan, 
" and am sorry i had not the aatisfection of meeting yen 
in England. The Honourable Captain Ducie, Mr. Sharp , 
i\lr. Sharp, the Honourable Captain — " 

" George Teraplemore I" esciaimed the cemmander of the 
corvette, looking from one to the other. 

" Charles Ducie !" exclaimed the sm-diaanl Mr. Sharp. 

" Here then is an end of part of my hopes, and we have 
been on a wrong scent the whole time." 

" Perhaps not, Ducie : explain yourself-" 

" You must have perceived my endeavours to speak you, 
froni the moment you sailed?" 

" To speaJe us !" cried Captain Truck. " Yes, sir, we 
did observe your endeavours to speak us." 

" It was because I was given lo understand that one call- 
ing himself Sir George Templemore*, an impostor, however, 
had taken passage in this ship ; and here I find that we 
have been misled, by the real Sir George Templemore's 
having chosen to come this way instead of coming by the 
Liverpool ship. So much for your confounded feshionable 
caprices, Templemore, which never iets you know in the 
morning whether yow are to shoot yourself or lo get mar- 
ried before night." 

"And is this gentleman Sir George Templemore?" pith- 
ily demanded Captain Truck. 

" For thai I can vouch, on the linowledge of my whole 
life." 

" And we know this lo bo true, and have known it since 
he day we sailed," observed Mr. Effingham. 

Captain Truck was accustomed to passengers under false 
names, but never before had he been so completely mysti- 
fied. 

"And pray, sir," he inquired of the baronet, " are you ft 
ruRraher of Parliament?" 

" I have that honour," 

" And Templemore Hall is your residence, and you havfl 
'■onie out to look at the Canadas ?" 
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" I am the owner of Templemore Hftli, and hope to look 
at the Canadas before I return." 

" And," turning to Captain Dacie, " you sailed in quest 
of another Sir George Templemore — a false one V 

" That is a part of my errand," returned Captain Ducie, 
smiling." 

"Nothing else1 — you are certain, sir, that this is the 
whole ol' your errand 1" 

" I confess to another motive," rejoined the other, scarce 
knowing Jiow to take Captain Truck's question ; " but this 
one will sufRce for the present, I hope." 

" This business requires frankness. I mean nothing dis- 
respectful ; but I am in American waters, and should be 
sorry, after ail, to be obliged to throw myself on Vatte!." 

" Let me act as mediator," interrupted Sir George Tem- 
plemore. " Some one has been a defaulter, Ducie ; is it 
not so?" 

" This is the simple truth ; an unfortunate, but silly 
young man, of the name of Sandon. He was intrusted 
with a large sura of the public money, and has absconded 
with quite forty thousand pounds." 

" And this person, you fancy, did me the honour to travel 
under my name V 

" Of that we are certain. Mr. Green here," motioning 
to the civiUan, " comes from the same office, and traced the 
delinquent, under your name, some distance on the Ports- 
mouth road. When we heard that a Sir George Temple- 
more had actually embarked in the Mootauk, the admiral 
made no scruple in sending me afler the packet. This has 
been an unlucky mistake for me, as it would have been a 
feather in the cap of so young a commander lo catch the 

" You may choose your feather, sir," returned Captain 
Truck, " for you will have a right to wear it. The unfor- 
lunate young man you seek is, out of question, in this 

Captain Truck now explained that there was a person 
below who had been known to him as Sir George Temple- 
more, ajid who, doubtless, was the unhappy delinqueni 
■nought. But Captain Ducie did not betray the attention or 
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Bocislaetion that one would have axpecled from thia infiir- 
tnation, hiii eye beiag riveted oa Paul, who stood beneath 
the hurricane- house. When the latter saw that he attracted 
attention he advanced slowly, even reluctantly, upon the 
quarter-deck. The meeting between these two gentlemen 
was embarrassed, though each niaiutained his self-poBsea- 

"Mr. Powis, I believe?" said theofficer bowing haughtily 

" Captain Ducie, if I am not mistaken 1" returned ths 
other, Itiling his hat steadily, though his face became 
flushed. 

The manner of the two, however, was but little noticed 
at the moment, though all heard the words. Captain Truck 
drew a long " whe---e — e — w 1" for this was rather more 
than even he was accustomed to, in the way of masquerades. 
His eye was on the two gentlemen as Ihey walked aft to- 
gether, and alone, when he felt a touch upon his arm. It 
was the little hand of Eve, between whom and the old sea- 
man there existed a good deal of trifling, blended with the 
most entire good-will. Tlie young iady laughed with her 
sweet eyes, shook her fair curls, and said mockijigly, 

" Mr. Sharp, Mr. Blunt ; Mr. Blunt, Mr. Sharp !" 

" And were you in the secret all this time, my deaf young 
iady ?" 

" Every minute of it ; i'rom the buoys of Portsmouth to 
this very spot." 

" 1 shall be obliged to introduce my passengers all over 

" Certainly ; and I would recommend that each should 
show a certificate of baptism, or a passport, before you 
announce his or her name." 

" Tou are, at least, Iho beautiful Miss Effingham, my dear 
Voung lady V 

" I'll not vouch for that, even," said Eve, blushing and 
laughing. 

" That is Mr. John Effingham, I hope !" 

" For that I cati vouch. There are not two cousin Jacks 

" I wiiih I knew wlmt the other business of this gentle- 
man is ! He seems amicably disposed, except as regard:! 
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Mr, Blunt. They looked coldly and suspiciously at each 
other." 

Eve thought so too, and she lost all her desire foi 
pleasantry. Just at this moment Captain Dueie quitted hia 
companion, both touching their hats distantly, and returned 
to the group he bad so unceremouiousiy leil a few minutes 
hefore. 

" I believe, Captain Truck, you now know my errand," 
he said, " and can say whether you will consent to my 
examining the person whom you have mentioned?" 

" I know one of your errands, sir ; you spoke of having 
two" 

" Both will find their completion in this ship, with your 
permission." 

" Permission ! That sounds well, at 
iady. Permit me to inquire. Captain 
your errands the flavour of tobacco about it V 

The young man looked surprised, and he began to sus- 
pect another mystification. 

" The question is so singular that it is not very intel- 
ligible." 

" I wish to know. Captain Ducie, if you have anything 
to say to this ship in the way of smuggling?" 

" Certainly not. I am not a custom-house officer, sir, 
nor on the revenue duly ; and I had supposed this vessel a 
regular packet, whose interest is too plain to enter into 
such a pursuit," 

" You have supposed nothing but the truth, sir ; though 
wc cannot always answer for the honesty or discretion of 
our people. A single pound of tobacco might forfeit this 
noble ship ; and, observing the perseverance with which 
you have chased me, I was afraid all was not right with 
the excise." 

" You have had a needless alarm then, for my two 
objects in coming to America are completely answered by 
meeting with Mr. Powis and the Mr. Sandon, who, I have 
been given to understand, is in his state-room below." 
The party looked at each other, but nothing was said. 
" Such being the facts. Captain Dueie, I beg to offer you 
evpry facility so far as the hospiiaiily of my ship is con- 
cerned." 
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"Yo;i will permit us to have an interview with Mr. 
Sandon V 

" Beyond a doubt; I aee, sir, you have read Vattel, and 
understand the rights of neutrals, or of independent na-tions. 
As this interview most prohably will be interesting, you 
may desire to have it held in private, and a state-room will 
be too small for the purpose. My dear young lady, will 
you have the complaisance to lend ua your cabin for half 

Eve bowed assent, and Captain Truck then invited the 
two Englishmen below. 

" My presence at this interview is of little moment,' 
observed- Captain Duciej "Mr. Green is master of the 
whole affair, and I have a matter of importance to arrange 
with Mr. Powis. If one or two of you gentlemen will have 
the kindess to be present, and witnesses of what passes be- 
tween Mr. Sandon and Mr. Green, it would be a great 
favour. Templemore, I may claim this of you?" 

" With all my heart, though It is an unpleasant office to 
see guilt exposed. Should I presume loo much by asking 
Mr, John Effingham to be of our party ?" 

" I was about to' make the same request," put in the 
captain. " We shall then be two Englishmen and two 
Yankees, — if Mr. John Effingham will allow mc so to style 
him V 
■ " Until we get within the Hook, Captain Truck, I am a 
Yankee ; once in the country, I belong to the Middle 
Stales, if you will allow me the favour to choose." 

The last speaker was slopped by a nudge from Captain 
Truck, who seized an opportunity to whisper, 

" Make no such distinction between outside and inside, 1 
beg of you, my dear sir. I hold that the ship is, at this 
identical moment, in the United States of America in n 
positive sense, as well as hy a legal fiction ; and 1 think 
Valtel will bear me out in it." 

" Let it pass for that, then. I will Iw present at your 
interview with the fugitive. If the case is not clear against 
him, he shall be protected." 

Things were now soon arranged ; it being decided that 
Mr. Green, who belonged to one of the English offices, ac- 
3ompanied by the gentlemen just named, should descend (o 
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.lie cabin of Miss Effingham, in order to receive Ihe deiin- 
queat ; while Captain Ducie should have his interview with 
Paul Powis in the state-room of the latter. 

■The first party weat tielow immediatety ; but Captain 
Ducie remained on deck a minute or two to ^ve an order 
to the midshipman of his boat, wlio immediately quit ted the 
Montauk, and pulled to the corvette. During this bric'^ 
delay Paul approached the ladies, to whom he spoke with a 
forced indifference, though it was not possible to avoid 
seeing his concern. 

His servant, too, was observed watching his movements 
with great interest; and when the two gentlemen wenl 
below in company, the man shrugged hia sboolijei-s, and 
actually held up his hands, as one is wont to do at the oc- 
currence of any surprising or distressing c' 



CHAPTER XXXm. 



SilAHSrEAIli:. 

The history of the imfortunate young man, who, after 
escaping all the hazards and adventures of the passage, 
was now ao unexpectedly overtaken as he was about to 
reach what he fancied an asylum, was no more than one 
of those common-place tissue of events that lead, through 
vanity and weakness, to crime. His father had held an 
sffice under the British government. Marrying late, and 
leaving a son and daughter just issuing into life at the time 
of his decease, the situation he had himself filled had been 
given to the first, out of respect to the unwearied toil of a 
faithful servant. 

The young man was one of those who, without princi- 
ples or high motives, live only for vanity. Of prominent 
vices he had none, for there were no salient points in hi" 
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aharacter on which to hang any quality of sufficient botd- 
nesa to encourage crime ol' that nature. Perhaps he owid 
his ruin to the circumstance that he had a tolerable per- 
son, and was six feet high, as much as to any otie other 
Ehing. His father had been a short, solid, square-built 
little man, whose ambition never towered above his stature, 
and who, having entered fairly on the path of industry and 
integrity early in life, had sedulously persevered in it to thii 
end. Not so with the son. He read so much about aris- 
tocratic stature, aristocratic ears, aristocratic hands, aris- 
tocratic feet, and aristocratic air, that he wag delighted to 
find that in all these high qualities he was not easily to be 
distinguished from most of the young men of' rank he oc- 
casionally saw riding in the parka, or met in the streets , 
and, though he very well knew he was not a lord, he began 
to fancy it a happiness to be thought one by strangers, for 
an hour or two in a week. 

His passion for trifles and toys 
been increased by reading two or 1 
Lonable men in the novels of (he day, until his happiness 
was chiefly centered in its indulgence. This was an expen- 
sive foible; and its gratification ere long exhausted his 
legitimate means. One or two trifling and undetected 
peculations favoured his folly, until a large sum happening 
to lie at his sole mercy for a week or two, he made such 
an inroad on it eis compelled a flight. Having made up his 
mind to quit England, he thought it. would be as easy to 
escape with forty thousand pounds as with the few hun- 
dreds he had already appropriated to himself. This capital 
mistake was the cause of his destruction; for the magnitude 
of the sum induced She government to take unusual steps 
to recover it, and was the true cause of its having des- 
patched the cruiser in chase of the Monfauk. 

The Mr. Green who had been sent to identify the fugi 
tive, was a cold, methodical man, every way resembling 
the delinquent's father, whose oSice.com paojon he had 
been, and in whose track of undeviating attention to busi- 
ness and negative honesty he had faithfully followed. Ife 
felt the peculation, or robbery, for it scarce deserved s 
milder term, to be a reproach on the corps to which he bo- 
38 
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longed, besides leaving a stigma on the name of one lo 
whom he had himself looked op as to a model for his own 
imitation and govemmenl. It will readily be supposed, 
therefore, that this person was not prepared to meet the 
delinquent in a very forgiving mood. 

" Saunders," said Captain Truck in the stern tone with 
which he often hailed a-top,-and which implied that instant 
obedience was a condition of his forbearance, " go to the 
slate-room of the person who has caHed himself Sir George 
Templemore — give him my compliments — be very particu- 
lar, Mr. Saunders — and say Captain Truck's compliments, 
and then lell bim I expect the honour of his company in 
this cabin — the honour of his company, remember, in this 
cabin. If that don't bring him out of his slate-room, I'll 
contrive something that shall." ^ 

The steward turned up the while of his eyes, shrugged 
his shoulders, and proceeded forthwith on the errand. He 
found time, however, to stop in the pantry, and to inform 
Xpast that their suspicions were at least in part true. 

"This elucidates the circumstance of his having no at- 
teodant with him, like other gentlemen on board, and a wa- 
riefy of other incidents, (hat much needed dewelopemeni. 
Mr. Blunt, I do collect from a few hints on deck, turns out 
to be a Mr. Powis, a much genleeler name ; and as they 
spoke to some one in the ladies' cabin as ' Sir George,' 1 
should not be overcome with astonishment should Mr. Sharp 
actually eventuate as the real baronite." 

Tbere was time for no more, and Saunders proceeded to 
summon the delinquent. 

" This is the most unpleasant part of the duty of a packet- 
master between England and America," continued Captain 
Truck, as soon as Saunders was out of sight. " Scarce a 
ship sails that it has not some runaway or other, either in 
the steerage or in the cabins, and we are often called on to 
aid the civil authorities on both sides of the water." 

" America seems to be a favourite country with our En- 
giiah vogues," observed the office-man, drily. " This is the 
third thai has gone from our own department within as 
many years." 

" Your department appears to be ftuitful of sach eharac 
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ters, air," returned Captain Truck, pretty much in the spirit 
in whiih the first remark had been given. 

Mr. Green waa as thorough -going an Englishman as any 
of his class in the island. Methodical, plodding, Indus, 
trious, and regular in ail his habits, he was honest by rule, 
and hiid no leisure or inclination for any other opinions than 
those which were obtained with thesmailesteffort. Incon- 
sequence of the limited sphere in which he dwelt, in a 
moral sense at least, he was a mass of the prejudices that 
were most prevalent at the period when he first obtained his 
notions. His hatr-ed of France was unconquerable, for he 
had early learned to consider her as the fast enemy of 
England ; and as to America, he deemed her to he the 
general asylum of all the rogues of his own country — the 
possession of a people who had rebelled against their king 
because the restraints of law were inherently disagreeable 
to them. This opinion he had no more wish to piwclaim 
than he felt a desire to go up and down declaring that Satan 
was the father of sin; but the fact in the one case was just 
as well established in his mind as in the other. If he oc- 
caaionallj betrayed the existence of these sentiments, it was 
as a man coughs, not because he padiculaily wishes to 
cough, but because he cannot help it Finding the subject 
so naturally intioduced, iheretore, it is no wonder if some 
cf hjs peculiar notions esc-iped him in the short dialogue 
that followed 

" We have our share of bad men, I presume, sir," he 
rejoined to the thrust of Caplam Tiuck, "but the thing 
that has most attiictcd tomment with us, is the fact that 
they iH go to America " 

"And we receive our share of rogues, I presume, sir; 
and it 18 the subject of animadversion with ws that they all 
come from Enahnd " 

Mr Green did not feel the force of this letort ; but he 
viped his spectacles as he qwietly composed his features into 

look of dignified gravity. 

" Some of your most considerable men in Amei'ica, 1 
believe, sir," he continued, " have been Englishmen, who 
preferred a residence in the colonies to a residence at home." 

" I never hoard of them," returned the captain ; " will 
you have the goodness to name Just one V 
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" Why, to begin, there was your Washington. I have 
nflen heard my father say that he went t6 school with hitn 
in Warwickshire, and that he was thought anything but 
very clever, loo, while he lived in England." 

" You pei'ceive, then, that we made something of him 
when we got him over on this side ; for he turned out in 
the end io be a very decent and respectable soil; of person. 
Judging from the language of some of your prints, sir, 1 
should suppose that King William enjoyed the reputation 
of being a respectable man in your country V 

Although startled to hear his sovereign spoken of in this 
irreverent manner, Mr. Green answered promptly, — 

"He is a king, sir, and comports himscif as a king." 

" And all the better, I dare say, for the thrashing he got 
when a youngster, from the Vermont tailor." 

Now Captain Truck quite as religiously believed in 
this vulgar tale coDcerning (he prince in question, as Mr. 
Green believed that Washington had commenced his career 
as one no better than he should be, or as irapliciHy as Mr. 
Steadfast Dodge gave credh to the ridiculous history of the 
schoolmaster of Haddonfield ; all three of the legpudi be 
longing to the same high class of historicil ti iths 

Sir George Templemore looked with suipiiie at John 
Effingham, who gravely remarked, — 

"Elegant extracts, sir, from the vuigar tumours ot two 
great aations. We deal largely in these legends and j ou 
^ire not quite guiltless of them. 1 daie say, now, if you 
would be frank, that you yourself have not always been 
deaf to the reports against America." 

"You surely do not imagine that I am so ignorant of the 
career of Washington 1" 

" Of that I fully acquit you ; nor do / exactly suppose 
that your present monarch was flogged by a tailor in Ver- 
mont, or that Louis Phillipe kept school in New-Jersey. 
Our position in the world raises us beyond these elegancies; 
but do you not fancy some hard things of America, mora 
especially concerning her disposition to harbour rogues, il 
ihev come with full pockets." 

'the baronet laughed, but he coloured. He wished to bu 
liberal, for he well knew that liberality distinguishes Ihii 
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man of the world, and was an indispensable requisite Tor a 
gentleman; but it is very hard for an Englishman tomaiii- 
I'esC true liberality towards the ci-devant colonies, and this 
he felt in the whole of his moral system, notwithstanding 
every effort to the contrary. 

" I will ponfess that case of Stephenson made an unfa- 
vourable impression in England," he said with some re- 
luctemce. 

" You mean the absconding member of Parliament," re- 
turned John Effingham, with emphasis on the four las 
words- "Yoti cannot mean to reproach us with his selec- 
tion of a place of refuge ; for he was picked op at sea by 
a foreign ship that was accidentally bound to America." 

" Certainly not with that circumstance, which, as you 
say, was purely an accident. But was there not something 
extraordinary in his liberation from arrest !" 

" Sir George Templemore, there are few Englishmen with 
whom I would dwell an instant on this subject," said John 
Eifingham gravely ; " but you are one of those who have 
taught me to respect you, and I fee! a strong regret when- 
. ever I trace any of these mistaken notions in a man of your 
really generous disposition. A moment's reflection will show 
you that no civilized society could exist with the disposition 
you hint at ; and as for the particular case you have men- 
tioned, the man did not bring money of any moment with 
him, and was liberated from arrest on a principle common 
to all law, where law is stronger than political power, and 
which prindpie we derive directly from Great Britain 
Depend on it, so far from there being a desire to receive rich 
rogues in America from other countries, there is a growing 
indisposition to receive emigrants at all ; for their number is 
getting to be inconvenient to the native population." 

" Why does not America pass reciprocal laws with us 
then, for the mutual delivery of criminals." 

" One insuperable objection to such a reciprocity arisei^ 
torn the nature of our government, as a confederation, sine* 
there is no identity in our own criminal jurisprudence : bui 
a chief reason Is the exceedingly artificial condition of your 
society, which is the very opposite of our own, and indis 
DOses the American to visit trifling crimes with so heiiv^ 
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ptinUhmenls. The American, who has a voice in this mat 
ler, you will remember, is not prepared to hang a half- 
starved wretch for a theft, or to send a man to Bolany Bay 
for poaching. The lacility with which men obttun a liveli 
hood in America has hitherto converted most rogues into 
comparatively honest men when they get there ; though I 
think the day is near, now your own police is so much im- 
proved, when we shall find it necessary in self-defence to 
change our policy. The common language, as I am told, 
induces many knaves, who now find England too hot to hold 
them, to migrate to America." 

" Captain Ducie is anxious to know whether Mr. Truck 
will quietly permit this criminal to be transferred to the 
Foam." 

" I do not think he will permit it at all without being 
overpowered, if the request be ur^d in any manner as a 
right. In that case, he will very properly think that the 
maintenance of his national character is of more import- 
ance than the escape of a dozen rogues. You may put a 
harsh construction on his course ; but / shall think him right 
in resisting an unjust and an illegal invasion of bis rights. 
I had thought Captain Ducie, however, more peaceably dis- 
posed from what has passed." 

" Perhaps I have expressed myself too strongly. I know 
he would wish to talte back the criminal ; but I scarce think 
that he meditates more than persuasion. Ducie is a fine 
fellow, and every way a gentieman." 

" He appears to have found an acquaintance in our young 
friend, Powis." 

" The meeting between these two gentlemen has surprised 
me, for it can scarcely be termed amicable : and yet it 
seems to occupy more of Ducie's thoughts just now than 
the affair of the runaway," 

Both now became silent and thoughtful, for John Etfing. 
ham had too many unpleasant suspicions to wish to speak, 
and the baronet was too generous to suggest a doubt con- 
cerning one whom he felt to be his rival, and whom, in 
truth, he had begun sincerely to respect, as well as to like., 
'n the mean time, a discussion, which had gradually been 
growit g more dogged and sullen on the part of Mr. (ireen 
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and more biting and caustic on that of Captain Truck, waa 
suddenly terminated by the reluclant and tardy appearance 
of Mr. Sandon. 

Guilt, that powerful vindicator of the justice of Provi- 
dence, as it proves the existence of the inward monitor, con- 
science, was painfully impressed on a countenance that, in 
general, expressed little beyx>nd a vacant vsmity. Althougb 
of a tali and athletic person, his limbs trembled in a way to. 
refuse to support him, and when he saw the well-known face 
of Mr. Green, the unhappy young man sank into a seat 
from a real inability to stand. The other regarded him 
sternly through his spectacles, for more than a minute. 

" This is a melancholy picture, Henry Sandon !" he at 
length said. " 1 am, at least, glad that you do not affect to 
brazen out your crime, but that you show a proper sense of 
its enormity. What would your upright and pains-taking 
lather have said, had he lived to see his only son in this 
situation V 

" He is dead !" returned the young man, hoarsely. " He 
is dead, and never can know any thing about it." 

The unhappy delinquent experienced a sense of friglitful 
pleasure as he uttered these words. 

" It is true, he is dead ; but there are others to sutler by 
your misconduct. Your innocent sister is living, and feels 
all your disgrace." 

"She will marry Jones, and forget it all. I gave her a 
thousand pounds, and she is married before this." 

" In that you are mistaken. She has returned the money, 
for she is, indeed, John Sandon's daughter, and Mr. Jones 
refuses to marry the sister of a thief." 

The delinquent vras vain and imreflecting, rather than 
selfish, and he had a natural attachment to his sister, the 
only other child of his parents. The blow, therefore, fell on 
his conscience with double force, coming from this quarter. 

" Julia can compel him to marry her," said the startled 
brother ; " he is bound by a solemn engagement, and the iaw 
will protect her." 

" No law can ma"ke a man marry -against his will, and 
your poor unfortunate sister is too fender of your feelings 
whiitever you may h="'e been of hers, to wish to ^ve Ml 



Hc^i^db, Google 



452 HOMEWARD BOUND. 

lonea an opportunity of defending himself by axpositig voiu 
crime. But this is wasting words, Mr. Sandon, for I air 
wanted in the office, where 1 have left things in the hands of 
an incxjxjrienced substitute. Of course you are not prepare: 
(o defend an act, that your conscience mus't tell you is inea 
:;usable." 

" 1 am afraid, Mr. Green, I have been a little thoughtless 
or, perhaps, it would be better to say, unlucky." 

Mr. Sandon had fallen into the general and delusive mis 
(alie of those who err, in supposing himself unfortunatt 
rather than criminal. Wiih an ingenuity, (hat, exercised ip 
a better cause, would have made him a respectable man, ho 
had been endeavouring to excuse his crime to himself, on va 
vious pleas of necessity, and he had even got at last to justify 
his act, by fancying that some trifling wrong he had received, 
or which he fancied he had received in the settlement of his 
own private account, in some measure excused his fraud, al- 
though his own denied claim amounted merely to the sum of 
twenty pounds, and that which he had taken was so large. 
It was under the influence of such feelings that he made the 
answer just given. 

" A little thoughtless ! unlucky I And is this the way 
Henry Sandon, that you name a crime that might almosl 
raise your upright father from hb grave? But I will speak 
no more of feelings that you do not seem to understand. 
You confess to have taken forty thcaisand pounds of the pub- 
tic money, to which you have no right or claim?" 

" I certainly have in my hands some money, which I do 
not deny belongs to government." 

" It is well ; and here is my authority to receive it from 
you. Gentlemen, will you have the kindness to see that my 
powers are regular and authentic 1" 

John Effingham and others cast their eyes over the pa 
pers, which seemed to be in rule, and they said as much. 

" Now, sir," resumed Mr. Green, " in the first place, I de 
mand the, bills you received in Ijondon for this money, and 
your regular endorsement in my favour." 

TTie culprit appeared to have made up his mind to this 
demand, and, with the same recklessness with which he had 
appropriated the money to his own use, he was now ready 
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to restore it, without proposing a condition lor his own safety 
Tlie bills were iq his pockel, and seating himself at a table, 
ne made the required endorsement, and handed them to Mr 

" Here are hills for thirty-eight thousand pounds," said 
that methodical person, after he had examined the drafts, 
one by one, and counted their amount ; " and you are 
known to have taken forty thousand- 1 demand the re^ 
mainder," 

" Would you leave me in a strange country penniless '" 
exclaimed the culprit, in a lone of reproach. 

" Strjuige country ! penniless !" repeated Mr, Green, look- 
ing over his spectacles, first at Mr, Truck, and then at Mr. 
S^don. "That to which you have no claim must be re- 
stored, though it strip you to the skin. Every pound you 
have belongs to the public, and to no one else." 

" Your pardon, Mr. Green, and green enough you are, if 
you lay down that doctrine," interrupted Captain Truck, " in 
which neither Vattel, nor the revised statutes will bear you 
out. A passenger cannot remove hia effects from a ship, 
until his passage be first psud." 

" That, sir, I dispute, in a question affecting the king's 
revenues. The claims of government precede all others, 
and the money that has once belonged to the crown, and 
which has not been regularly paid away by the crown, is the 

" Crowns and coronations ! Perhaps, Master Green, 
you think you are in Somerset House at tliis present speak- 
Now Mr. Green was so completely a star of a confined 
orbit, that his ideas seldom described a tangent to their or- 
dinary revolutions. He was so much accustomed to hear 
of England ruling colonies, the Elast and the West, Canada, 
the vkpe, and New South Wales, that it was not an easy 
matter for him to conceive himself to be without the influ- 
ence of the British laws. Had he quitted home with the 
intention to emigrate, or even to travel, it is probable that his 
mind would have kept a more equal pace with his body, but 
Bummoned in haste from his desk, and with the office spec- 
tacles on his nose, it is not so much a matter of wondei 
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[hat he hardly realized the truths of his present situation. The 
man-of-war, in which everything waa Hia "Majesty's, sus- 
tained this feeling, and it was too sudden a change to expect 
such a man to abandon all his most cherished notions at a 
moment's warning. The iireverent exclamation of Captain 
Truck shocked him, and he did not fail to show as mtich by 
the disgust pictured in his countenance. 

" 1 am in one of Hia Majesty's packets, sir, I presume, 
where, you will permit me to say, a greater deference for 
the high ceremonies of the kingdom ought to bo found." 

"This would make evea old Joe Bunk laugh. You are 
ia a New York liner, sir, over which Do majesty has any 
control, but their majesties John Griswold and Co. Why, 
my good sir, the sea has unsettled your brain !" 

Now, Mr. Green did know that the United States of 
America Iiad obtained their independence, but the whole 
proceeding was so mixed up mth rebellion, and a French 
alliance, in his mind, (Jiat he always doubted whether the 
new republic had a legal existence at all, and he had been 
heard to express his surprise that the twelve judges had not 
long since decided this state of things to be unconstitutional, 
aiid overturned the American government by maTtdaiitus. 
His disgust increased, accordingly, as Captain Truck's irre- 
verence manifested itself in stronger terms, and there, was 
great danger that the harmony, which had hitherto prevailed 
between the parties, would be brought to a violent termi- 
nation. 

" The respect for the crown in a truly loyal' subject, sir," 
Mr. Green returned sharply, " is not to be unsettled by the 
sea; not in my case, at feast, whatever it might have been 
in your own." 

"My own! why, (he dpvil, sir, do you tile me for a 
lubject ?" 

" A truant one, I fear, though you may h ivf been bom 
in London itself." 

" Why, my dear sir," said Captain Truck, faking the 
other by a button, as if he pitied his htllucinidon, " you 
don't breed such men in Londm I tame liom the river, 
which never had a subject m it, or any jtlier mci]esty, than 
(hat of the Saybrook Platlorm 1 begm to understand you, 
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al last: you arc one of those well-meaning men who fancy 
the earth but a casing to the island of Great Britain. Well, 
t suppose it is more the fault of your education than of youi 
nature, ajid one must overlook the mistake. May 1 ask 
what is your farther wish, in reference to this unhappy young 

" He must refund every pound of the public money thai 
remains in his possession." ' 

" That is just, and I say yea." 

" And all who have received from him any portion of this 
money, under whatever pretences, must restore it to the 

" My good sir, you can have no notioii of the quantity oi 
ohampaigne and other good things this unfortunate young 
man has consumed in this ship. Although but a sham ba- 
ronet, he has fiired like a real lord ; and you cannot have 
the heart to exact from tho owners the keeping of your 
revues," 

" Government makes no distinction, sir, and always 
clmms its own." 

"Nay, Mr. Green," interrupted SirGeorge'Templemore, 
" I much oueation if government would assert a right to 
money that a peculator or a defeulter fairly spends, even in 
England ; much less does it seem to me it can pretend to 
the few pounds that Captain Truck has lawfully earned." 

" The money hes not been lawfully earned, sir. It is 
contrary to law to assist a felon to quit the kingdom, and I 
am not certain there are no penalties for that act alone ; and 
as for the public money, it can never legally quit the Trea. 
surj' without the proper office forms." 

" My dear Sir George," put in the captain, " leave me to 
settle this with Mr, Green, who, no doubt, is authorized to 
give a receipt in fuE. What is to be done with the de- 
linquent, sir, now that you are in possession of his money t" 

"Of course he will be carried back in the Foam, and, I 
mourn to be compelled to say, that he must be left in th« 
hands of the law." 

" What, with or without my permission ?" 

Mr, Green stared, for his mind was precisely one of these 
which would conceive it to be a high act of uuditcity in a 
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ci-devant colonist to claim fhp rights of an old country, even 
did he really understand the legality and completeness of ihe 
reparation. 

" He has committed tor^eiy, sir, to conceal his peculation. 
It is an awful crime but thpy that commit it cannot hope 
to escape the consequences." 

" Miserable impostor ! is this true V- Captain Truck sternly 
demanded of the trembhng culprit. 

" He calls an oversight forgery, sir," returned the lat 
ter husltily. "1 have done nothing to aiFect my life oi 
liberty." 

At this moment Captain Ducie, accompanied by Paul 
Powis, entered the cabin, their faces flushed, and their man- 
ner to each other a little disturbed, though it was formally 
courteous. At the same instant, Mr. Dodge, who had been 
dying to be present at the secret conference, watched his 
opportunity to slip in also. 

" I am glad you have come, sir," said Mr. Green, " for 
here may be occasion (or the services of his Majesty's offi- 
cers. Mr. Sandon has given up these bills, but two thou- 
sand pounds remain unaccounted for, and I have traced 
thirty-five, quite clearly, to the master of this ship, who 
has received it in the way of passage-money." 

"Yes, sir, the fact is as plain as the high-lands of Nave- 
sink from the deck," drily added Captain Truck. 

" One thousand of this money has been returned by the 
defaulter's sister," observed Captain Ducie. 

" Very true, sir ; I had forgotten to give him credit for 
that." 

" The remainder has probably been wasted in those siUy 
(rifles of which yon have told me the. unhappy man was so 
fond, and for which he has bartered respectability and peace 
of mind. As for the money paid this ship for the passage, 
it has been fairly earned, nor do I know that government 
has any power to reclaim it." 

Mr. Green heard this opinion with still greater disgust 
than he had felt towards the language of Captain Truck, 
nor could he very well prevent his feelings escaping, him 

" We truly live in perilous times," he muttered, speaking 
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more particularly to John Effingham, out of respect to hig 
appearance, " when the scions of the nobilily entertain no 
tions so loose. We have vainly fancied in England tha 
the enormities of the French rev/)lution were ueutrahzet 
by Billy Pitt; but, sir, we still live in perilous times, for 
the disease has fairly reached the higher classes. I hear 
that designs are seriously entertained against the wigs of 
the judges and bishops, and the next thing will be the 
throne ! All our venerable institutions are in danger." 

" I should think the throne might indeed be in danger, 
sir," returned John Effingham, gravely, " if it reposes on 

" [t is my duty, Captain Truck," conticued Captain Docie, 
wno was a man so very different from his associate that he 
scarcely seemed to belong to the same species, " to request 
you will deliver to us the person of the culprit, with his 
effects, when we can relieve you and your passengers from 
the pain of witnessing any more of this unpleasant scene." 

At the sound of the delivery of his person, all the danger 
of his situation rushed forcibly before the imaginalioo of 
the culprit. His face Hushed and became pale, and his 
legs refused to support him, though he made a desperate 
effort to rise. 

After an instant of silence, he turned to the commander 
of the corvette, and, in piteous accents, appealed fo him for 
mercy. 

" 1 have been punished severely already," he coDtinued, 
as his voice returned, " for the savage Arabs robbed me of 
everything I had of any value. These gentlemen know 
that they took my dressing-case, several other curious and 
valuable articles for the toilet, and nearly all my clothes." 

" This man is scarcely a responsible being," said John 
Effingham, " for a childish vanity supplies the place of 
principles, self-respect, and duty. With a sister scorned on 
accx>unt of his crimes, conviction beyond denial, and a dread 
punishment staring him in the face, his thoughts still run 

Captain Ducie gave a look of pity at the miserable young 
man, and, by his countenance, it was plain to see thai he 
felt no relish for his duty. Still he felt himself bound In 



Hc^i^db, Google 



458 HOMEWARD BOUND. 

jrge on Captain Truck a compliance with his niquesl. The 
master of the pao.ltet was a good deal divided by an inhe- 
venl dislilte of seeming to yield nnyihinfj to a British naval 
oificer, a class of men whom he learned in early life most 
lieartily to dislike ; his kind feelinjfs towards this [larticulor 
specimen of tfie class ; a reluctance to give a man up to n 
prohafale death, or some other sevore punishment; and a 
distaste to being thought desirous of harbouring a roguo. 
In this dilemma, therelbre, he addressed himself to John 
Effingham for counsel. 

" 1 should be pleased to bear your opinion, sii', on this 
matter," he Kaid, looking at the gentleman just nained, "for 
I own myself to be in a category. Ought we, or not, to 
deliver up the culprit?" 

" Fiat justitia rtiat anlum," answered John Effingham, 
who never fancied any one could be ignorant of the meaning 
of these familiar words. 

" That I believe indeed to be Valtel," said Captain Truck ; 
" but exceptions alter rules. This young man has some 
claims on us on account of hia conduct when in front of the 
Arabs." 

" He fought for himself, sir, and has the merit of pre- 
ferring liberty in a ship to slavery in the desert." 

" i think with Mr. John Effingham," observed Mr. Dodge, 
" and can see no redeeming quality in his conduct on that 
occasion. He did what we all did, or, as Mr. John Effing- 
ham has so pithily expressed it, he preferred liberty in our 
company to being an Arab's slave." 

" You will not deliver me up. Captain Truck !" exclaimed 
the delinquent, " They will hang me, if once in their power. 
Oh I you will not have the heart to lei them hang me !" 

Captain Truck was startled at this appeal, but he sternly 
reminded the culprit that it was too late to remember the 
punishment, when the crime was committed. 

" Never fear, Mr. Sandon," said the office-man with a 
sneer ; " these gentlemen will take you to New York, for 
the sake of the thousand pounds, if they caii. A rogue is 
pretty certain of a kind reception in America, I hear." 

" Then, sir," exclaimed Captain Truck, " you had hellei 
go in with us." 
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no worse a teiin ' intei posed Capta i D c e who while he 
was not tree from a good deal of tie prej d es of his com 
|janion, waa infinitely better bred a d more the habit of 
commanding' limiselt 

" Mr John Lfhngh im, yon have 1 ea d th s acton in- 
sult," continued Caplam Truck, s ppress ng 1 ^i wralh aa 
well as he could " in what manner ought I to be lesented ?" 

" Command Uie offender to quit your ship instantly," said 
John Effingham firmly. 

Captain Ducie started, and his face flushed ; but disregard- 
ing liirn altogether. Captain Truck walked deliberately up to 
Mr, Green, and ordered him to go into the corvette's boat. 

" I shall allow of neither parley nor delay," added the 
exasperated old seaman, struggling to appear cool and dig- 
nified, though his vocation was little for the latter. "Do 
me the favour, sir, to permit me lo see jou into your boat, 
sir. Saunders, goon deck, and tell Mr. Leach to have the 
side manned — with three side boys, Saunders ; — and now I 
ask it as the greatest possible favour, that you will walk on 
deck with me, or — or — damn me, bul I'll drag you there, 
neck and heels !" 

If was too much for Captain Truck to seem calm when 
he was in a towering passion, and the outbreak at the close 
of this speech was accompanied by a gesture with a hand 
which was open, it is true, but from which none of [he arts 
of his more polite days could erase the knobs and hue that 
had been acquired in early life. 

" This is strong language, sir, to use to a British oflicer, 
under the guns oi' a British cruiser," exclaimed the com- 
mander of the corvette. 

" And his was strong language to use to a man in hu 
own country and in his own ship. To you. Captain Ducie 
I iiave nothing to say, unless it be to say you an* welcome. 
But your companion has indulged in a coarse insult on my 
country, and damn me if I submit to rt, if I never see Si. 
Catherine's Docks again. I had too much of tins when a 
young man, lo wish to find it repeated while an old one." 

Captain Ducie bit his lip, and he looked e.\ceedingly 
vexed. Although he ha) himself blindly imbibed (he notion 
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ihat Amenca would gla.lly receive the devil himself if he 
came wilh a full pocket, he was shocked with the coarse- 
ness that would throw such an innuendo into the very faces 
of the people of the country. On the other hand, his pride 
as an officer was hurt at the menace of Capiain Truck, and 
bU the former harmony of the scene was threatened with a 
sudden termination. Caplain Docie had been struck with 
the gentiemanliko appearance of both the Effinghams, to 
say nothing of Eve, the instant his foot touched the deck 
»f the Montauk, and he now turned with a manner of 
reproach to John Effingham, and said, 

" Surely, sir, you cannot sustain Mr. Truck in his extra- 
ordinary conduct !" 

" You will pardon me if I say I do. The man has been 
permitted to remain longer in the ship than I would have 
suffered." 

" And, Mr. Powis, what is your opinion ?" 

" I fear," said Paul, smiling coldly, " that I should have 
knocked him down on the spot," 

" Templemore, are you, too, of this way of thinking ?" 

" I fear the speech of Mr. Green has been without suffi- 
cient thought. On reflection he will recall it." 

But Mr. Green would sooner part with life than part with 
a prejudice, and he shook his head in the negative in a way 
to show that his mind was made up. 

" This is trifling," added Captain Truck. " Saunders, 
go on deck, and tell Mr, Leach to send down through the 
skylight a single whip, that we may whip this polite per- 
sonage on deck ; and, harkee, Saunders, let there be another 
on the yard, that we may send him into his boat like an 
anker of gin I" 

" This is proceeding too far," said Captain Ducic. " Mr 
Green, you will oblige me by retiring ; there can be no sus- 
picion cast on a vessel of war for conceding a little to an 
unarmed ship." 

" A vessel of war should not insult an unarmed ship, 
sir !" rejoined Captain Truck, pithily. 

Captain Ducie again coloured ; hut as he had decided on 
his course, he had tho prudence to remain silent. In the 
mean time Mr. Green sullenly took his hat and papers, and 
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withdrew into the boat ; though, on his return to London 
ho did not fail to give such a veision of the affair as went 
altogether to corroborate all his own, and his friends' pre- 
vious notioQs of America ; and, what is equally singular, 
he religiously believed all he had said on the occasion. 

" What is now to be done with this unhappy pan 1" in- 
quired Captain Ducie when order was a little restored. 

The misunderstanding was an unfortunate affair for the 
culprit. Captain Truck felt a strong reluctance to deliver 
him up to justice after alt they had gone through together, 
but the gentlemanlike conduct of the English commander, 
the consciousness of having triumphed in the late conflict, 
and a deep regard for the law, united on the other hand to 
urge him to yield the unfortunate and weak-minded offender 
to his own authorities. 

" You do not clmm a right to take him out of an Ameri- 
can ship by violence, if ! understand you, Captain Ducie '." 

"I do not. My instructions are merely to demand him." 

"That is according to Vattel. By demand you mean, to 
request, to ask for him?" 

" I mean to request, to ask for him," returned the Eng 
lishman, smiling. 

" Then take him, of God's name ; and may your laws 
be more merciful to the wretch than he has been to himself, 
or to his kin." 

Mr. Sandon shrieked, and he threw himself abjectly on 
his knees between the two captains, grasping the legs of 
both. 

"Oh! hear me ! hear me!" he exclaimed in a tone of 
ansuish. "I have given up the money, I will give it all 
up! all to the last shilling, if you will let me go ! You, 
Captain Truck, by whose side I have fought and toiled, 
you will not have the heart to abandon me to these mur- 
derers !" 

" It's d d hard I" muttered the captain, actually wiping 

■his eyes ; " but it is what you have drawn upon yourself, 
I fear. Gel a good lawyer, my poor fellow, as soon as 
you arrive ; and it's an even chance, arter all, that you go 

frool" 

wretch !" said Mr. Do'dge, confronting the 
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Btill kneeling and agonized delinquent, " Wretch ! these are 
the penalties of guilt. You have forged and stolen, acta 
that meet with my most unqualified disapprobation, and you 
are unfit for respectable society. — I saw from the very first 
what you truly were, and permitted myself to associaie with 
you, merely to detect and expose you, in order that you 
might not bring disgrace on our beloved country. An im- 
postor has no chance in America ; and you are fortunate in 
being taken back to your own hemisphere." 

Mr. Dodge belonged to a tolerably numerous class, that 
is quaintly described as being " law honest ;" that is to say, 
he neither commitied murder nor petty larceny. When ha 
was guilty of moral slander, he took great care that it should 
not be legal slander ; and, although his whole life was a 
tissue of mean and baneful vices, he was quite innocent of 
all those enormities that usually occupy the attention of a 
panel of twelve men. This, in his eyes, raised him so far 
above, less prudent sinners as to give him a right to address 
his quondam associate as has been just related. But the 
agony of the culprit was past receiving an increase from 
this brutal attack ; he merely motioned the coarse-minded 
sycophant and demagogue away, and continued his appeals 
to the two captains for mercy. At this moment Paul Powis 
stepped up to the editor, and in a low but firm voice ordered 
him to quit the cabin. 

" I will pray for you — be your slave — do all you ask, il 
you will not give me up 1" c-ontinued the culprit, fairly 
writhing in his agony. " Oh I Captain Ducie, as an Eng- 
lish nobleman, have mercy on me." 

" I must transfer the duty to subordinates," said the 
English commander, a tear actually standing in his eye. 
" Will you permit a party of armed marines to take this 
unhappy being from your ship, sir." 

" Perhaps this will be the best course, as he will yield 
only to a show of force. I see no objection to this, Mr 
John Effingham ?" 

" None in the world, sir. It is your object to clear yout 
ship of a delinquent, and let those among whom he com. 
mitted the fault be the agents." 

" Ay — ay! this irf what Vatlel calls the comity of na 
tiona Captain Ducie, I beg you will issue your orders.' 
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The English commander had foreseen some difficdUy, 
and, in sending away his boat when he came below, he had 
sent for a corporal s guard. These men were now in s 
cutter, near the ship, lying off on Iheir oars, in a rigid re- 
sped to the rights- of a strangRr, however, — as Captain 
Truck was glad to see, the whole party having gone on 
(ieck as soon as the arrangement was settled. At an ordet 
from their commander the marines boarded the Mootauk, 
and proceeded below in quest of their prisoner. 
' Mr. Saudon had been left alone in Eve's cabin ; but as 
30on as he found himself at liberty, he hurried into his own 
atale-room. Captain Truck went below, while the marines 
were entering the ship ; and, having passed a minute in 
his own room, he stepped across the cabin, to that of the 
culprit. Opening the door without knocking, he found the 
unhappy man in the very ac! of applying a pistol to his 
head, his own hand be g 

Irophe, The despa ra m 

prevented reproach m ra ce C T 

was a man of few 
Disarming the inte 

him thirty-five pou m «i 

and told him to poc 

" I received this 
New York," he said 
1 think it no more 
may help you on [h 

" Will they han 
and with an imbecil 

The appearance 
soner was secured, ff h 

person was transfer h 

promptitude. As soo h w 

away from the pac ed 

the corvette's deck. T 

tim of a passion fo des mm L 

just as they were a ^ p 

ix months later his unhappy sister died of a brotea heart 
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We'll attend you Iherei 
Where, irjroti bring not Morcius, we'll prooeed 
In our first way. 



EsE and MadeiTioJseJIe Viefviile had been unwilling 
spectators of a portion of the foregoing scene, and Captain 
Uucie feit a desire to apologise for the part he had be^ 
obliged to act in it. For this purpose he had begged his 
friend the baron 1 m lar introduction 

than that received h h C p T k 
■ " My friend D 1 b ntroduced, Mias 

Effingham, that h m h his own behalf 

concerning the c h h ed uong us." 

A graceful as i h h y commander for- 

ward, and as soo h m d h de a very suita- 

ble expression ol h hid who received it 

as a matter of co se f biy 

" This is a 1 d y h t of criminals,' 

added Caplain D 

The word cri 1 d d h h the ear of Eve, 

and she felt her h k b pi 

" Much as w h b rved the father 

" we can spare 1 p y b to take from us 

without much pa f h 1 h m for an impos- 

tor from the rno h ppea d — I h re not some mis- 

take? That is h I d k h I have seen passed 

into the boat ma k d P P 

Captain Ducie mid d w d — 

" You will call b d p f I y P P. see," pointing 
to Paul, who was coming fiom the cabin attended by Captain 
Truck, The latter was conversing warmly, gesticulating 
towards the corvette, and squeezing his companion's hand. 

" Am I to understand," said Mr. Effingham earnestly, 
' that Mr, Fowls, too, is to quit us V 

" He does mo the favour, also," — Caiitain Ducie's lip 
curled a little at the word favour, — " to accompany me to 
Engbnd." 
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Good breeding and iiiiense Teeling caused a protbund si 
ence, until the young man himself approached the parly 
Paul eadeavoured to be calm, and he even forced a smile as 
he addressed his friends. 

" Although I escape the honours of a marine guard," ho 
said, — and Eve thought he said it bitterly, " 1 am also to be 
taken out of the shipi Chance has several times thrown me 
into your society, Mr. Effingham — IWiss Effingham— and, 
should the same good fortune ever again occur, ! hope i 
may be permitted to address you at once as an old acquain- 

" Wo shall always entertain a most grateful recollection 
of your important services, Mr. Powis," retiirncd tbo father , 
" and I shall not cease to wish that the day may soon ar- 
rive when I can have the pleasure of receiving you under 
my own roof." 

Paul now offered to take the hand of Mademoiselle yief- 
vilie, which he kissed gallantly. He did the same with 
Eve's, though she fc!t him tremble in the attempt. As these 
ladies had lived much in countries in which this graceful 
mode of salutation prevails among intimates, the act passed 
as a matter of course. 

With Sir George Templemorc, Paul parted with every 
sign of good-will. The people, to whom he had caused a 
liberal donation to he made, gave him three cheers, for they 
understood his profes.sional merits at least; and Saunders, 
who had not been forgotten, attended him assiduously to 
the side of the ship. Here Mr. Leach called, " the Foam's 
away I" and Captain Ducie's gig was manned- At the 
gangway Captain Truck again shook Paul cordially by the 
hand, and whispered something in his ear. 

Every thing being now ready, the two gentlemen pre- 
pared to go into the boat. As Eve watched all that passed 
with an almost breathless anxiety, a little ceremonial that 
now took place caused her much pain. Hitherto the man- 
ner of Captain Ducie, as respected his companion, had 
struck her ss equivocal. At limes it was haughty and dis- 
tant, while at others 't had appeared more conciliatory and 
kind All Iheso 1 1 le c! anges she had noted n'ith a jealous 
mterest, and he si ghte t appearance of respect or of dis- 
respect was emarkeQ ^^ if it could furnish a clew to the 
mystery of tl e vl ole \ rocedure. 
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" Your boat is ready, sir," said Mr. I-each, stepping out 
of the gangway to give way to Paul, who stood nearest to 
the ladder. 

The latter was about to proceed, when he was touched 
lightly on the shoulder by Captain Ducie, who smiled, Eve 
thought haughtily, and intimated a desire to precede him. 
Paul coloured, bowed, and falling back, permitted the En- 
glish officer to enter his own boat first. 

" Apparentiaent ce captaiae Anglais est im peu sans fa.- 
pon — Voild qui est poli !" whispered Mademoiselle Vief- 

" These commanders of vessels of wav are little kings," 
quietly observed Mr. Effingham, who had unavoidably no- 
ticed the whole procedure. 

The gig was soon clear of the ship, and both the gentlc- 
;o those on deck To rea'h the 



B h hp 



gi 



d I f O I 



lidhpiv dl d d byl Ik 

II id d h b Ah hi 

dk fhFm bid mllblkp 

h ea p m d f 1 d 

Y deck J h tak 1 f y mg 

f e d P , d M Efti gh , rep hf lly 

" I do not wish to witness a ceremony of this extraordi- 
nary nature. And yet it might have been better if I had." 

" Better, cousin Jack !" 

" Better. Poor Monday committed to my care certain 
papers that, 1 fancy, arc of moment to some one, and these 
I intrusted to Mr. Powis, with a view to examine fhera 
together when we should get in. In the hurry of parting, he 
has carried them off." 

" They may be reclaimed by writing to London," said 
M Effingham quietly. " Have you his address 1" 
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" 1 asked him for it ; but the question appeared to em- 
barrass him." 

" Embarrass, cousin Jack I" 

" Embarrass, Miss Effingham." 

The subject was now dropped by common consent. A 
lew moments of awkward silence succeeded, when tlie iute. 
test inseparable from a return home, after an absence of 
years, began to i«sume ils influence, and objects on the land 
were noticed. The sudden departure of Paul was not for- 
gotten, however; for it continued the subject of wonder with 
all for weeks, though little more was smd on the subject. 

The ship was soon abreast of the Hook, which Eve com- 
pared, to the disadvantage of the celebrated American haven 
with the rocky promontories and picturesque towers of the 
Mediterranean. 

" This portion of our bay, at least, is not very admira- 
ble," she stud, "though there is a promise of something 
better above." 

" Some New-York cockney, who has wandered from the 
crackling heat of his Notl stove, has taken it into his poeti- 
cal imagination to liken this bay to that of Naples," said 
John EfRiigham; "and his fellow-citizens greedily swallow 
the absurdity, although thpre is scarcely a single feature in 
common to give the foolish opinion value." 

" But the bay above is beautiful I" 

" Barely pretty : when one has seen it alone, for many 
years, and 1 as f otlen the features of other bays, it does 
not appear an b i/o f esh Irom the bolder landscapes 
of Southern E pe b disappointed." 

Eve, an a d n adnii o nature, heard this with regi'et, 
for she had as n h confid nee in the taste of her kinsman 
as in his lo h &h knew he was superior to the 

vulgar vanity g ng an u idue merit to a thing because 
he had ariho p prfynit; was a man of the world, 
and knew wha he u d n all such matters ; had not a 
particle of p vin a ad a ion or of provincial weakness 
!n Ills compo n and a hough as ready as another, and 
far more able than most, to defend his country and her insti- 
tutions from the rude assault of her revilers, that he seldom 
made the capital mistake of attempting to defend a weak 
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The sosnery greatly improved, in fact, liowever, as the 
sliip advanced ; and while she went through the pass called 
the Narrows, Evo expressed lier delight. Mademoiselle Vief 
ville was in ecstasies, not so much with the beauties of the 
place as with the change from the monotony of the ocean to 
the movement and iiveliness of the shore. 

" You think this noble scenery V smd John Effingham. 

" As far from it as possible, cousin Jack. 1 see much 
meanness and poverty in the view, but at h m f 
has fine parts. The islands are not Italia ce y n 
these hills, nor yet that line of distant rock 
they form a pretty bay, and a noble one in te d 

at least." 

" All this is true. Perhaps the earth doe n 

another port with so many advantages fo m a 

this respect I think it positively unequalled b kn w a 

hundred bays that surpass it in beauty d ed n h 
Mediterranean it is not easy to find a na h n ha 

does not." 

Eve was too fresh from the gorgeous co be 

in ecstasies with the meagre villages and h m 

or leas, lined the bay of New-Yoik, but h h 

ed a point where the view of the two nve d by 

the town, came before them, with the heigh B k yn 

heights comparatively if not positively, on d d 

receding wall of the palisadoes on the ot E d 

that the scene was positively fine. 

" You have well chosen your s{K»t," stud John Effingham ; 
"but even this is barely good. There is nothing surpassing 
about it." 

"But it is home, cousin Jack." 

" It is home, Miss Effingham," he answered, gaping , 
" and as you have no cargo to sell, I fear you will find it 
an exceedingly dull one." 

" We shall see — we shall see," returned Eve, laughing. 
Then, looking about her for a few minutes, she added with 
a manner in which real and affected vexation were prettily 
blended, " In one thing I do confess myself disappointed," 

" You will be happy, my dear, if it be in only one." 

" These smaller vessels are less picturesque than those 
I have been accustomed to see." 
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" You have hit upon a very sound criticism, and, bj go- 
ing a little deeper into the subject, you will discover a sin- 
eular deficiency in this part of an American landscape. 
The great height of the spars of all the smaller vessels of 
these waters, when compared with the tame and level coast, 
river banks, and the formation of the country in general, 
has the effect to diminish still more the outlines of any par- 
ticular scene. Beautiful as it is, beyond all competition, the 
Hudson would seem still more so, were it not for these high 
and ungainly spars," 

The pilot now began to shorten sail, and the ship drew 
into that arm of the sea which, by a misnomer peculiarly 
American, it is the fashion to call the East River. Here 
our heroine candidly expressed her disappointment, the 
town seeming mean and insignificant. The Battery, of 
which she remembered a little, and had heard so much, al- 
though beautifully placed, disappointed her, for it had neither 
the extent and magnificence of a park, nor the embellish- 
menta and luxurious shades of a garden. As she had been 
told that her countrymen were almost ignorajit of the art 
of landsca|>e gardening, she was not so much disappointed 
with this spot, however, as with the air of the town, and 
the extreme filth and poverty of the quays. Unwilling to 
encourage John Effingham in his diposition to censure, she 
concealed her opinions for a time. 

" There is less improvement here than even I expected," 
said Mr. Effingham, as they got into a coach on the wharf. 
" They had taught me, John, to expect great irapi-ovements." 

" And great, very great improvements have been made 
in your absence- If you could see this place as you knew 
it in youth, the alterations would seem marvellous." 

" I cannot admit this. With Eve, I think the place mean 
in appearance, rather than imposing, and so decidedly pro- 
vincial as not to possess a single Feature of a' capital." 

" The two things are not irreconcilable, Ned, if you will 
take Ihe trouble to lax your memory. The place is mean 
and provincial ; but thirty years since it was still meaner 
and more provincial than it is to-day. A century hence it 
will begin to resemble a large European town." 

" What odious objects these posts are!" cried Eve. 
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